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PREFACE. 

TH  E  following  Papers  were  produced,  feveral 
of  them  occafionally  publifhed,  during  the  late 
Rebellion.  Many  more  are  added  upon  Sub- 
jeds  very  intercfting  to  all  Proteftant  Readers,  and  all 
true  "Englijhmen. 

The  late  Rebellion,  like  the  former,  was  nurtured 
and  defended  by  the  fame  impious  Pofitions,  which  had 
been  poifoning  the  Minds  of  Men  for  near  a  Century 
before  the  Revolution  ;  often  revived,  and  confidently 
propagated,  fince  the  Revolution  ;  and  at  all  times  pefli- 
lenc  to  Civil  Liberty  and  Human  Reafon,  as  well  as  to 
Religion.  Tranfubftantiation  is  not  a  higher  Infult  upon 
Christianity  and  Common  Senfe,  than  are  the  Do«5lrines 
of  Indefeajible  Hereditary  Rights  and  of  unconditional 
Obedience  CO  the  Will  of  a  Royal  Madman,  impiOuily 
filled  God's  Vicegerent,  whilil:  he  is  violating  all  the 
Laws  of  God,  and  defacing  God's  Works,  To  war- 
rant, by  God's  Word,  fuch  godlefs  Flattery  and  Out- 
rages, was  obvious  Blafphemy,  as  it  was  in  the  Flaterers 
to  call  themleives  God's  Minifters,  or  to  throw  God's 
Judgments,  as  they  generally  did,  at  ail  rational  and 
godly  Gainfayers.  Nor  can  there  be  a  more  manifell 
Engine  of  fpiritual  Mountebankry,  in  the  whole  Trade 
of  fpiritual  Mountebanks,  than  to  monopolize  the  Ter- 
rors of  the  Lord,  and  to  inflid  his  Wrath  where-ever 
they  point  their  Spleen.  It  is  the  common  Track  of  all 
Impoilors,  as  well  as  of  all  Enthufiafts ;  the  common 
Theme  and  Policy  of  all  who  claim  implicit  Belief  j  the 
Creed  of  all  implicit  Believers.  It  is  indeed  the  fure  Art 
and  Myflery  of  governing  and  pillaging  Mankind. 
When  Men  are  thoroughly  intoxicated  and  terrified,  they 
are  not  only  eafily  enflaved,  but  rejoice  in  their  Slavery. 
Such  complete  Slaves  are  thenceforward  the  ready  In- 
flruments  of  univerfal  Slavery,  zealous  to  fubdue,  to 
aiflid,  and  to  damn  all  that  are  Free  and  Rational. 

The  befl  Minds,  when  deluded,  are  capable  of  doing 
the   greateft   Mifchief.      In   the  Work    of  Perfecution 
(the  moll   impious  and  mod  aggravated  Wickednefs  un- 
der the  Sun)  Men  of  Confcience  are  often  the  keened 
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Deflfdyers  of  Men  of  Conference :  The  beft  Men  then 
murder  the  bell ;  contrary  to  their  Meaning,  and  at 
their  own  Peril.  They  think  themfelves  the  only  tru^ 
Servants  of  the  Living  God,  in  deftroying  his  only  true 
Servants.  They  are  thus  blindly  led  by  Impoftors  to 
dtfy  Alrnighry  God  out  of  Zeal  for  him,  and  to  unda 
and  kill  their  Brethren  out  of  pure  Love  to  them.  Who 
will  ferve  Satan  lukewarmly,  when  by  it  he  concludes 
that  he  is  ferving  God  ? 

All  fincere  Perfecutors  are  Madmen.  Their  Fury 
is  bent  againfl  Confcience,  becaufe  Confcience  condemns 
their  Fury*  Whatever  Caufe,  or  Cant,  is  recommen- 
ded by  holy  Men,  will  by  holy  Dupes  be  efteemed  Holy : 
And  then  'lis  glorious  to  fight  for  it ;  it  is  Martyrdom  to 
die  for  it.  Can  there  be  a  greater  Impoftor  than  the 
Pope  ?  Yet  all  good  Catholics  are  Champions  unto  Death 
for  him. 

If  in  England,  and  in  our  Englijh  Schools,  we  could 
fappofe  a  Spirit  fo  incredibly  wicked  to  reign,  that  our 
Youth  were  taught  to  be  Jacobites  xhtx^,  or,  coming 
thither  Jacobites,  they  were  rather  further  hardened  than 
untaught ;  that  in  Places  of  Learning  they  were  improv- 
ed m  Ignorance  \  poifoned  with  impious  Principles,  by 
thofe  who  taught  Religion  ;  and  animated  to  Rebellion 
and  Perjury,  by  fuch  as  were  largely  encouraged,  and  no- 
bly endowed,  to  propagate  Peace  and  Loyalty  ;  would 
it  not  look  as  if  we  were  threatened  with  Perdition  as  a 
Nation  ;  and  that  an  utter  Dillblution  of  Society  mull 
follow  fuch  an  utter  Difiblution  of  Religion  and  Morals? 
Would  it  found  credible,  that  fuch  Shocking  Profligacy 
fhould  be  lliled  Religion,  fuch  godlefs  Profligates  the  Mi- 
riilkrs  of  God  ?  That  fuch  profane  Falfhoods  fhould  be 
cleri*'ed  from  the  Gofpel  of  Truth  ;  fuch  hellifh  Frauds 
from  the  Simplicity  of  God's  Word  ;  fuch  unexampled 
Cruelty  from  the  Meeknefs  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  fuch 
endlefs  Darknejs  and  Difhculty  be  found  in  the  repealed 
Will  of  God,  by  Men  who  profefs  themfelves  called  by 
the  Ploly  Ghoil  to  clear  and  explain  it  ? 

An  Univeriity  is  an  Aflbciation  of  Schools  and  School- 
mailers  :  Can  any  thing  be  more  prepoflerous  and  daring, 
than  for  fuch  Men,  Tutors  of  Boys,  Teachers  of  Words, 

and 
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and  dry  Science,  Men  generally  aukward  and  unprac- 
tifed  in  the  World,  to  fet  up  for  governing  the  World  ? 
LauJ  was  a  bigotted  Prieft,  raifed  by  a  bigotted  Prince 
above  himfelf,  and  unnaturally  aided  by  him  to  fet  the 
Mitre  above  the  Crown,  in  Return  for  his  fetting  the 
Crown  above  the  Law.  The  Clergy  in  his  time,  by  his 
Craft  and  AiTiflance,  ilrove  to  engrofs  all  Civil  Employ- 
ments. When  Dr.  Juxon  was  made  Lord  Treafurer ; 
upon  this  ftrange  Promotion,  Mr.  Garrard  tells  Lord 
Went^orth,  Lord  Deputy  oi  Ireland^  *'  That  the  Clergy 
**  were  fo  elated,  on  joining  the  white  Sleeves  to  the  white 
**  Staff,  that  they  were  fure  of  more  ecclefiaflical  Mini- 
**  fters  of  State ;  Bifhop  Wren  to  be  Secretary  of  State ; 
*•  Bilhop  Bancroft  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and 
**  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls  was  propofcd  to  be  fupplied 
**  out  of  the  Clergy."  Mr.  Garrard  further  obferves 
to  Lord  Went^orthy  "  That  they  were  grown  fo  foolifli 
*'  at  Oxford^  as  to  have  a  Queftion  propofed  there  about 
"  the  Legality  of  ^hip- Money  ;  and  another  Queftion  aboul 
**  the  Tumults  in  Scotland,  ^whether  the  ne^w  Church  Ser^ 
*'  njice  there  'was  a  jujl  Caufe  of  Scandal ^  This  was 
fetting  up  for  Umpire  between  King  and  People,  or  ra- 
ther over  both,  and  for  fupreme  Legiflators  *. 

In  Co«fequence  of  this  Phrenfy,  every  Pariih  Prieft 
was  a  Limb  and  Mouthfman  of  the  Legiflature,  or  ra-' 
ther  a  Champion  againft  Law  itfelf.  Harrifony  Parfoa 
of  Creek  in  Northamptonjhirey  under  this  PoffefTion,  ap-- 
peared  at  the  Bar  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  boldly  ar- 
raigned Judge  Hut  tony  then  fitting  there,  as  guilty  of 
High  Treafony  for  gi-ving  his  Opinion  againft  Ship  Money. 
This  mad  Prieft,  when  committed  for  this  Outrage,  jufti- 
fied  what  he  had  done,  "  as  done  in  Defence  of  the 
"  King's  fupreme  Power,  fuch  as  he  aiferted  was  held 

*  In  the  latter  End  of  Queen  Anne\  Time,  when  the  Jacobite 
Priefts  v/ere  raging  with  the  Fanaticifm  of  Divine  Right  in  Popifh 
Princes,  and  the  like,  impious  Cant  of  Faftion,  a  Gentleman  of 
Diftinftion  recommended  a  young  Clergyman  to  Archbishop  Tennijon 
for  a  fmali  Preferment ;  and  was  furprifed  to  hear  his  Grace  aik, 
with  an  earnefi;  Look,  Whether  the  young  Man  had  t'ot  got  the  Plague  ? 
The  old  Primate  quickly  explained  himfelf  by  addii>g  j  ''  He  has 
**  fomc  of  theTqkens  upon  him  5  he  comes  from  0 </." 

A  3  «^  b/ 
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**  by  all  Orthodox  Divines  (fpecial  Judges  I)  to  be  inhe- 
**  rent  in  the  King,  who  had  Power  to  tax  his  Subjedls  in 
"  whatever  Sams  he  thought  fit ---That  all  Statutes 
"  were  but  Ads  of  Favour  from  the  King,  fuch  as  he 
**  might  break  or  recal  at  his  Pleafure."  The  fame  im- 
pious Phrenfy  then  poffefTed  the  Body  of  the  Clergy, 
Of  was  more  impioufly  counterfeited  by  them  :  For  they, 
af  the  fame  time,  maintained  a  Tenet  diredly  contra- 
didory  3  namely,  "  That  the  Clergy  had  a  Power  inde* 
pendent  upon  the  Crown.'''-— They  were  obliged  to  the 
Re^vciution,  and  the  Hano'ver  Succefion^  for  reftoring  the 
Conftitution,  Chriflianity,  and  common  Senfe. 

Of  the  fame  impious  Tendency  was  their  implacable' 
I^age  againit  Diffenters,  their  Fines,  Gaols,  and  penal 
Laws:— An  abfurd,  as  well  as  a  godkfs  Spirit!  They 

I  might  as  rationally  have  contended  for  a  Uniformity  of 
Fates,  Features,  and  Faihions,  as  for  a  Uniformity  of 
Confciences ;  and  a  Canon  for  Conformity  of  Looks  aid 
Dreis  would  have  appeared  no  incredible  Stretch  of  the 
then  Clerical  Policy  :  Nor  would  it  have  proved  any  un- 
Diual  Strain  of  prieftly  Perfuaiion,  to  have  heard  an  Or- 
thodox Priell,  zealous  againft  private  Confcience,  cry 
with  Indignation,  *'  Men  and  Brethren,  why,  O  ftub- 
*'  born  and  accurfed,  change  ye  not  your  Stature  and 
**  Afpe6i:,  and  conform  yourfelves  to  the  Orthodox 
**  Standard  of  Looks  and  Size,  without  which  there  is 
"  no  Salvation  I  "  The  Man  who  has  no  Confcience,* 
5s  qualified  to  deal  rigoroully  with  Confcience  :  And  no 
Man  is  £t  to  be  aPerfecutor  but  an  Impoftor  or  an  En- 
thufiaft. 

Dr.  BTFIELD,  a  noted  Empiric,  famous  in  his 
Day  for  haranguing  in  Coffee-Houfes  upon  Religion, 
and  thence  gaining  a  Croud  of  Cullomers  for  his  SalVo- 
Itttile,  ufed  to  urge  the  befl  Argument  that  ever  was 
offered  for  Perfecution  ;  "  Reafon,  he  faid,  was  an  im- 
**  potent  Way  of  Converfion  ;  fo  was  Tendernefs  and 
*•  Mercy  :  Did  God  Almighty  reafon  with  St.  Pauly 
«*  when  he  meant  to  convert  him,  or  did  }ie  fpare  him  I 
**  No,  fays  the  Do(^or;  in  order  efFedually  to  convince; 
**  him,  He  knock' d  him  do^n''  To  make  this  Reafon- 
ing  complete  and  unanfwerable,    the  Doftor  need  only 

have 
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have  added,  that  every  Perfecutor  has  the  Power  and 
Wifdom  of  God  ;  the  only  Principle  that  can  ground  the 
Claim  of  Infallibility  upon  the  Claim  of  Spiritual  Poivey 
in  mortal  Man.  This  is  the  only  conMent  Contradiction 
OF  rather  Blafphemy  :  Any  Pofition  ihort  of  this,  is  Im- 
pudence and  Jargon.  It  is  an  Indication  of  being  real 
Papills,  yet  renouncing  Popery. 

Father  Francis  Macedo,  2l  Fortuguefe  Jefuit,  famous 
for  Fecundity  of  Brain  and  Books,  compofed  a  Volume 
in  Praife  of  the  Inquifuion  \  and  in  it  difcovers  God  to 
have  been  ihtfirji  Inquifitor.  Under  that  Charader  he 
reprefents  the  Almighty  fitting  upon  Jdam  and  E^e^  in 
Paradife ;  next  upon  Caiuy  out  of  Paradife  ;  afterwards 
upon  the  Founders  of  the  Tower  of  BabeL  The  difcern- 
ing  Father  finds  St.  Peter  to  have  been  an  Inquifitor  in 
the  New  Teflament,  exercifing  Inquifitorial  Vengeance 
upon  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  He  maintains  that  St,  Peter 
tranfmitted  this  Power  to  the  Popes,  and  they  to  St.  Do- 
mime.  So  daringly  do  felfiih  or  crazy  Divines  find  facred 
Warrant  for  Rogueries  and  Iniquity,  too  flagrant  and 
barbarous  to  come  from  any  Spirit  but  their  own,  or  that 
of  Mdoch,  As  confiftent,  and  not  more  impious,  was 
the  Reafoning  of  the  Thief  under  Sentence  of  Death,  when 
he  told  the  Ordinary,  that  God  was  the  Father  of  Felo- 
ny ;  for  he  had  taught  the  Je^js  to  rob  the  Egyptians, 

Hell  is  the  lall  Inquiiition  of  Popery,  its  lall  and  e- 
ternal  Penalty  for  any  OfFence  againft  the  Church  :  Nor 
does  that  Church  know  a  more  heinous  OfFence  than  Rea- 
fon  and  Cotifcience^  except  Property  and  Pouuer  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Laity,  As  Hell  is  her  Inqaifition  to  come, 
five  exercifes  a  temporary  Hell  in  her  prefent  Judgments 
and  Tyranny:  And  for  the  greater  Reinforcement  and 
Terror,  the  Judgments  of  God  are  boldly  ufurped,  and 
confidently  applied :  —  Tiie  ufual  Policy  of  all  pious 
Craftfmen,  as  well  as  of  thofe  o^Ronul 

Here  in  Englarid^  in  fome  former  Reigns,  when  Paf- 
five  Obedience  was  the  courtly  Flattery  of  pious  Syco- 
phants, when  Self  defence  was  Rebellion,  and  Truth 
was  Treafon,  Divine  Judgments  were  denounced  againft 
all  who  contradicled  the  Blafphemous  Strains  in  Fafhion. 
Did  a  lawiefs  Seatencepafs  by  a  corrupt  Tribunal  upon  a 
^  3  worthy 
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worthy  Man,  obnoxious  to  the  Court  ?  It  was  a  Judg- 
ment  upon  him,  for  having  maintained  Law  againft  arbi- 
trary Will,  and  preferred  equal  and  manly  Liberty  to 
beaftly  Vaffalage.  The  Verdid  of  a  packed  Jury,  the 
Breath  of  a  fervile  Lawyer,  the  Difpleafure  of  an  angry 
Tyrant,  were  all  the  Heralds  of  Wrath  Divine  ;  and  the 
God  of  Mercy  was  reprefented  as  affliding  and  crufhing 
his  beft  Servants.  Every  Patriot  was  a  Republican  ;  all 
Republicans  were  Rebels ;  all  Rebels  were  damned.  Con- 
fcientious  Men  were  Fanatics  :  Rational  Inquirers  were 
Freethinkers :  Both  Sorts  were  out  of  the  Pale  of  the 
modifh  Orthodoxy,  and  therefore  in  the  Clutches  of  6"^- 
tan.  For  the  mofl  trifling  Pleafure  and  Humours  of  fuch 
Divines,  the  Divine  Judgments  were  feen  inflided  :  Men 
have  died  before  their  Time  for  not  making  Bows  at 
Church,  and  broken  their  Legs  in  a  Froft,  or  loll  their 
Eyes  by  an  Inflammation,  or  their  Children  in  the  Small 
Pox,  or  their  Lands  in  a  Law  fuit,  or  their  Cattle  in  the 
Murrain,  or  a  Ditch  ;  all  for  obilinately  refufing  to  per- 
ceiveSandity  in  aGarment,  though  worn  by  aPriell;  or  in 
a  Table  though  placed  at  the  mofl:  religious  End  of  the 
Church  ;  or  in  Forms  and  Repetitions,  however  eflab- 
I'flied  by  human  Laws,  and  declared  to  be  decent  and  edi^ 
fying  by  learmd  Men,  lifted  to  prove  them  lawful. 

1  HAVE  largely.  I  hope  clearly,  difcourfed  in  the  fol- 
lowing Sheets,  of  the  Raflinefs  and  Folly  of  playing  thus 
wantonly  with  the  Divine  Judgments.  Let  me  add  here^. 
that  the  Application  of  God's  Judgments  is  generally  a 
Contradidion  to  the  Character  of  his  Wifdom,  and  Juf- 
tice,  and  Goodnefs,  and  indeed  of  all  his  Attributes  :  It 
is  furely  an  Infult  upon  all  the  Reafon  of  Man.  But 
Enthufiafts  confider  themfelves  as  the  only  Favourites  of 
God,  and  his  Providence  only  exerted  for  them.  Pious 
Impoftors  only  attend  to  the  Gratification  of  their  Craft 
and  Pafiions.  The  Mate  of  a  Ship  impioufly  affronted  a 
Catholick  Miflionary  on  board,  by  queftioning  the  Truth 
of  a  Miracle  wrought  by  the  Parings  of  St.  Fr«//aV's  Toe- 
nails. The  Miflionary  threatened  the  Mate  with  fome 
Divine  Vengeance,  which  foon  overtook  the  unbelieving 
Blafphemer ;  for  in  fome  Weeks  after  he  fell  over  a  Gun, 
and  broke  his  Shin.  The  Miflionary  perceived  a  dread- 
ful 
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fbl  Judgment  in  this^  fmall  ifitccident,  and  glorified  St. 
Francis,  The  holy,  hot  Fanatick  was  convhiced,  that  thfi 
Almighty  was  as  angry  at  the  Mate  as  he  himfelf  was : 
The  blind  Monk  thought,  that  he  himfelf  only  faw 
clearly.  But  the  Jefuits  in  India^  Men  of  Science,  and 
profelTed  Aftronomers,  were  great  Knaves,  and  wilfull 
Impoftors,  when  they  urged  an  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun  as  a 
Miracle  wrought  in  favour  of  their  MifTiQn,  and  a  Judg- 
ment fent  againfl  Gainfayers. 

It  was  a  very  curious  Judgment  which  a  holyMiniHer 
of  the  Kirk  faw  falling  upon  a  Lady  in  his  Parilh.  He 
had  prelTed  her  to  drink  aGlafs  of  his  Raifin-Wine  :  She 
found  it  four,  made  Faces  at  it,  but  drank  it,  and  got 
the  Cholic.  The  Lord  hath  njifited  her^  quoth  his  Gravi- 
ty, for  turning  tip  her  Nofe  at  God's  good  Creature.  So 
he  called  his  bad  Vinegar. 

There  is  no  End  of  Difputes  and  Heats  upon  Religi- 
ous Subjects,  of  great  or  of  fmall  Moment.  Every  Man's 
Way  of  Worfhip  is  beft  in  his  own  Opinion  ;  and  all  are, 
or  feem,  in  fome  Sort  defenfible.  Let  every  Man  enjoy 
his  own.  If  he  be  in  Earnefl  in  it,  he  cannot  oifend  that 
Divine  Being,  who,  having  created  us  all  frail,  will  make 
Allowances  for  human  Frailties.  The  Man  who  prays 
from  the  Heart,  furely  cannot  offend  him,  in  whatever 
indelicate  Language  he  does  it.  The  Man  who  has  flu- 
died  a  politer  Phrafe,  mufl  pleafe  him  by  ftudying  to  pleafe 
him  :  But  let  him  not  condemn  another,  who  exercifes 
equal  Devotion  in  a  ruder  Stile. 

FLINT  the  Orator,  in  his  Panegyric  upon  7rajan, 
has  made  a  juft  Diftindion  upon  this  Head,  fuch  a  one  as 
would  have  done  Credit  to  our  fquabbling  Divines,  and  e- 
ven  cured  them  of  their  Squabbling,  had  they  been  bleifed 
with  as  much  Temper  and  Difcernment  as  this  candidHea^ 
then.  He  mentions  it  **  as  worthy  of  Obfervation,  that 
*'  the  Deities  themfelves  are  not  fo  much  delighted  with 
"  elegant  Strains  of  Speech  from  thofe  who  woriliip  them, 
"  as  with  Probity  and  Devoutnefs.""  He  adds,  *<That  fuch 
"  who  frequent  their  Temples  with  righteous  zxi'dijincere 
**  Hearts,  are  better  accepted  there,  than  they  who  offer 
*'  compofed  Forms  J*"*  Animad'verto  efiam  Deos  ipfos  non  tarn 
accuratis  adorantium  Freciius^  quam  Innocentia  et  SanSlitate 

latarii 
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latan;  gratioremque  exifiimari  qui  Deluhris  eorum  puram 
caftamque  Mentem  quam  qui  meditatum  Carmen  intulerit, 

FLINT  fpeaks  the  Voice  of  Reafon,  concerning  the 
Manner  of  Worfhiping  the  Divine  Being  :  And  found 
Reafon  is  always  a  found  Rule,  the  only  Rule  to  know 
his  Will,  when  he  has  given  us  no  other.  With  any 
Mode  of  Worlhip  compofed  by  God,  every  reafonablc 
Man  will  comply.  With  Forms  compofed  by  Men,  he 
obliges  no  Man  to  comply.  Private  Confcience  is  the 
fafeil  Guide.  Every  Thing  is  fmful  to  thofe  who  think 
it  finfal.  Noy?^^c^r^  Chriilian,  therefore,  can  be  a 'Sri^//'- 
matic :  In  joining  in  a  Worfhip  which  his  Heart  condemns, 
he  condemns  himfelf,  and  God  will  condemn  him.  Eve- 
ry Chriitian  is  the  bell  Judge,  what  it  is  that  does,  or 
that  does  not,  edify  him. 

To  fay  that  Forms  are  effential,  is  as  ridiculous,  as  it 
would  be  uncharitable  to  fay,  that  we  cannot  be  laved 
without  them.  The  Nonjuring  Part  of  the  Jacobite  Cler- 
gy (perhaps  the  moll  innocent  Part  of  them)  maintain  a 
mod  abfurd,  antichrillian,  and  fanatical  Pofition,  that 
without  the  Form  of  a  Bifhop's  Hand,  no  Man,  however 
pious  or  learned,  can  preach  the  Gofpel,  or  adminiiler 
the  Ordinances  ;  and  that  whoever  has  palfed  through  that 
Form,  however  ignorant  or  wicked,  is  a  Minifter  of 
Chrill.  Neither  can  this  Form  be  obtained,  without  an 
awful  Declaration,  which  I  doubt  no  Man  in  his  Senfes 
could  make,  with  a  fafc  Confcience,  ^*  that  in  applying 
**  for  it  he  is  called  by  the  Holy  Ghoft." 

By  what  certain  Proof  can  any  Man  know,  that  he 
has  this  Call  ?  Whoever  afferts  it,  is  a  bold  Man  :  Who- 
ever believes  him,  is  a  credulous  Man.  It  has  been  often 
the  Cant  of  Hypocrites,  often  the  Cry  of  Fanatics.  Men 
do  not  need  an  extraordinary  Call  from  God,  to  get  a  Live- 
lihood, to  accumulate  Wealth,  and  to  raife  their  Rents. 
Their  Care  and  InduHry  to  ferve  themfelves  do  not  infer 
an  immediate  Commiifion  from  him.  The  humble,  the 
Charitable  Chriftian  makes  no  fuch  high  Claims.  Selfilh, 
fierce,  and  ambitiousProfefibrs,  generally  do.  Had  that  hot- 
headed Zealot,  Dy,  Sache^erel,  any  Call  from  Heaven 
to  revile  the  Government,  and  rail  at  Proteftant  Diffen- 
texs  ?  Whoever  wants  a  meek  Spirit,  cannot  have  God's 
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Spirit,  a  Spirit  always  pure  and  peaceable.  Wrath,  and 
Pride,  and  Railing,  are  fure  Marks  of  an  oppofite  Spirit. 
By  their  Fruits  you  pall  kno^  them.  If  their  Hearts  be 
haughty  and  uncharitable,  their  Behaviour  imperious,their 
Language  paffionate,  or  petulant ;  their  Call  is  manifeflly 
not  from  God,  but  from  their  own  ungodly  Paflions. 

It  wants  little  Difcernment  to  conclude,  that  any  Man, 
manifeflly  addided  to  this  World,  came  not  from  that 
above,  and  that  he  cannot  be  a  proper  Inftrument  for 
carrying  other  Men  thither.  He  who  is  bitter  and  pee- 
vifh  towards  Men,  and  treats  any  Man  with  Rancour  or 
Indecency,  is  oply  the  Herald  of  his  own  Wrath  and  Ill- 
manners,  and  can  never  be  an  Advocate  for  Truth  or 
Religion  :  It  is  bafe  enough  to  vent  his  Spite,  and  difplay 
his  favage  Breeding  ;  and  'tis  fooHQi  enough  to  think,  by 
doing  fo,  to  ferve  or  entertain  Mankind  :  But  it  is  down- 
right AfTarance  or  Crazinefs,  to  warrant  his  Brutality 
and  Spleen  with  the  unnatural  Pretence  of  God's  Glory, 
or  the  Love  of  Truth.  When  I  fee  Abufe,  Ill-nature, 
and  Infolence,  in  the  Writings  of  a  Divine,  I  confidcr 
him  as  a  Layman  fpoiled,  and  pity  any  Caufe  in  fuch 
Hands.  Saucy  Language  and  Invedlive  are  not  apt  to 
convince :  They  prove  nothing  but  an  angry  Spirit,  and 
an  ill-bred  Man.  Railing  for  Truth  and  Religion  is  a 
backward  Way  of  propagating  either.  What  would  a 
fenfible  Pagan  fay  of  fuch  fierce  Writers,  but  that  they 
were  piou«  Wafps ;  not  Preachers,  but  Scolders  of  the 
Word?  Surely  Good-nature  (to  fay  nothing  of  Good- 
breeding)  is  infeparable  from  Chriflianity ;  nor  can  that 
be  Religion,  which  wants  Meeknefs  and  Humanity. 
But  as  Superftition  is  a  Subflitute  for  Religion  and  Vir- 
tue, and  eafily  pradlifed  by  the  mofl  vitious ;  Scurrility 
and  Wrath  pafs  with  Enthufiafls  for  Zeal ;  and  they  af- 
fume  a  high  Charadter,  whilft  they  ad  a  mean  Part  in  a 
vulgar  Strain. 

As  to  the  Doftrines  combated  in  the  following  Papers, 
the  Do6lrines  of  Popery,  or  thofe  taken  from  Popery, 
and  tending  to  fupport  it,  I  think  it  of  infinite  Concern  to 
Society  to  have  them  clearly  difplay ed  and  expofed  ;  fmce 
they  ilrike  at  the  very  Being,  at  lead  the  Well-being,  of 
Society.  They  manifeftly  debauch  weak  Heads,  and. in- 
flame weak  Minds,    They  are  the  Pillars  and  Prgmpters 
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of  Superftition.     What  Friend,  Follower,  or  Well-wifh^, 
would  the  Pope,  or  King  James,  or  the  Defcendants  of 
King  James,  have  found  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  but  for  the 
Prevalence  and  Poifon  of  fuch  Dodrines,  the  Cant  of  In- 
fallibility  and  of  defeafthle  Hereditary  Right,   and   other 
fuch  fadions,fenfelefsJBy- words  of  Super/lition.and  Party  ? 
I  HOPE  I  have  demonftrated,  how  repugnant  to  Reli- 
gion, to  Liberty  and  Property  j  indeed,  how  frightful  to 
Britons,  and  all  Rational  Men,  the  Preteniion?  of  King 
Jamfs  and  of  Popery  are;  Pretenfions  evidently  founded 
upon  Impiety,  Fraud,  and  endlefs  Contradidlions.     Can 
there  be  higher  Nonfenfe,  or  a  Wronger  Doctrine  of  Im- 
piety and  ImmDrality,  than  that  any  Man  has  any  Right  to 
violate  a  Truft  ;  nay,  that  fuch  Right  is  Hereditary  and 
Unalienabk?  It  might  be  maintained,  and  maintained 
with  higher  Confiftency,  that  if  the   Arch-iicnd  were 
mortal,  and  had  Defcendants,  he  and  they  would  be  in- 
titled  to  Hereditary,  Satanic  Mifrule  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Darknefs.     He  is  originally  from  Heaven,  and  juftly  ba- 
nifhed  elfewhere  :  He  and  his  Fellow-fiends,  ever  raging 
againfl:  the  Divine  Being,  for  their  jufl  Expulfion  and 
Torment,  are  faid  to  be  incefiantly  plotting  and  flriving 
for  Re-admifhon,  and  confequently  for  over- turning  all 
the  Laws  and   Government  of  Heaven.     Were  any  of 
the  Inhabitants  there,  infenlibie  and  unworthy  of  their 
happy  Lot,  difpofed  to  join  in  the  horrid  Treafon,  would 
they  not  merit  the  fame  Vengeance  ? 

The  moft  promiirng  Method  of  making  People  Jaco- 
bites, is  to  make  them  Papifts ;  and   then  no  Nonfenfe 
can  lliock  them.     It  will  be  then  fafe,  nay,  acceptable, 
to  tell  them,  that  King  James  is  a  ruling  Hierarch  above, 
complimented  with  a  larger  Dominion  in  the  Sky,  than 
what  he  loll  below  it.     Nor  would  fuch  a  Pofition  be 
more  abfurd  and  incredible  than  what  Pope  Zr^i>  (dillin- 
guiihed  and  worfhipped  in  the  Roman  Church,  by  the 
Title  of  Saint  Led)  has  alTerted ;  namely,  that  God  has 
.taken  St,  Peter  into  the  Fellov^tship  of  the  Indivisi- 
ble trinity.     Neither  is  this  Blafphemy  and  Impoflibility 
'more  glaring  than  thofe   of  Tranfubftantiation,  of  the 
l*ope's  Infallibility,  k^c.  (s'c  ^c, 
-    If  King  Jams  had  Nujubers  adhering  to  his    Caufe, 
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the  Thing  is  not  ftrange,  nor  without  Exaniple.  Fadion, 
and  Fraud,  and  Superflition,  can  always  do  Wonders 
amongft  the  Populace  every-where :  The  Death  of  Nero, 
that  Imperial  Butcher,  and  Moniler  in  all  Belliality,  though 
it  was  a  Bleliing  to  the  Roman  Empire,  and  a  Relief  ta 
Mankind,  was  lamented  by  the  Rabble  at  Rome,  and  long 
lamented.  Nay,  they  treated  him  as  a  Deity,  reared  Altars 
to  him,  and  appointed  him  Sacrifices  and  miniftring  Prieib. 
Neither  was  Nero  a  worfe  Charader  than  fevcral  of  the 
Popes,  and  Popilh  Saints.  I  tkink|5^^^^i  was  believed 
to  have  worked  Miracles  when  he  was  dead  :  Probably 
he  may,  in  time,  be  fainted.  He  had  many  Qaaliiica-. 
tions  for  an  eminent  Popifh  Saint,  fmali  Capacity,  blind 
Credulity,  Zeal  without  Knowledge,  above  all  Oaths  and 
Faith  to  Heretics,  devoted  to  all  the  Calls  of  Popery,  and 
to  all  the  Craft  of  Popifh  Priefls. 

Every  genuine  Papift  mufl  hate  every  heretical  Go- 
vernment, confequently  this  Governmett.  Every  con- 
verted Papift  is  therefore  an  Enemy  to  the  Government. 
I)iraiFedion  prompted  by  Bigotry,  and  the  Craft  of  Im- 
poftors,  is  the  mo  it, dangerous  Difafre£lion.  He  muft  be 
a  Traitor  at  the  Peril  of  his  Salvation  :  What  can  be  a 
llronger  Motive  ?  This  fhews  the  dangerous  Tendency, 
and  mifchievous  EfFed,  of  feparating  Religion  from  Rea- 
fon  ;  as  fuch  Separation  makes  Men  Dupes  to  Deceivers ; 
who,  where  ever  Reafon  is  confulted,  or  Religion  is  in- 
terpreted by  Reafon,  can  never  millead  thofe  who  adhere 
to  either. 

I  BLESS  God,  no  Time  was  ever  known  which  afford- 
ed Reafon  more  Scope,  or  Confcience  more  Eafe,  than  the 
prefent  Time  ;  a  very  improper  Time,  therefore,  for  the 
late  Adventurer.  Had  he  come  in  an  Age  when  Gods 
and  Heroes  fprang  out  of  the  Earth ;  when  GoddefTes 
courted  or  ftole  the  Embraces  of  Men,  who,  though  mor- 
tal, were  beautiful  and  ftrong  ;  and  when  a  jolly  Trojatt 
could  rival  Mars ;  had  he  arrived  amongft  a  People  void 
of  Eyes  and  Laws,  and  afTured  them,  '*  That  he  had  come 
"  from  afar  for  their  Good;  that  he  was  a  near  Relation 
**  0^  Jupiter  the  chief  Ruler  of  the  Skies,  who,  out  of 
<*  Kindnefs  to  the  Nation,  had  fent  this  his  Kinfman  to 
**  be  their  King  i'  he  might  perhaps  have  found  Ad- 
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miiTion  from  a  People  living  in  Blindnefs,  and  prone  io 
Stiperflition.  But  to  come  recommended  by  the  Pope, 
the  Enemy  of  our  Religion ;  by  France^  the  fworn  Foe 
to  our  Liberty  and  Laws  ;  or  to  recommend  himfelf ,  as 
the  Grandfon  of  King  James ;  was  to  frighten,  rather 
than  to  gain,  free  and  difcerning  Proteftants,  who  hated 
Popery  and  Francey  had  bravely  expelled  King  Jaines  as 
a  Bigot,  and  an  Oppreffor,  and  folemnly  abjured  for  ever 
all  his  Popiih  Defcendants. 

Wonderful  is  the  Force,  rather  the  Enchantment  of 
Party.  It  finds  Crimes  in  Virtues,  when  Virtue  is  againft 
Party  :  It  fees  Virtue  in  Crimes,  where  Crimes  favour 
Party.  At  bell,  it  leflens  the  Horror  of  the  moll  horri- 
ble Crimes.  What  can  be  more  fo,  than  unprovoked 
Difa{Fe£lion,  Perjury,  and  Rebellion?  Compared  with 
thofe,  what  are  Felony  and  Robbery  more  than  venial 
Offences  ?  Yet  many,  who  abhor  Robbers  and  Felons, 
pay  great  Honour  to  Traitors,  and  juflify  Perjury  and 
Treafon  :  Whilll  a  Perfon  forfworn  in  a  private  Caufe, 
in  which  one  Man  fuffers,  is  detelled,  a  Perfon  who  takes 
a  falfe  Oath  to  the  Community,  and  is  thence  an  Enemy 
to  every  Man  in  it,  is  often  carefied,  and  deemed  the 
more  worthy  of  public  Tru{l  for  betraying  the  Public  : 
Numbers  defend  the  dreadful  Treachery  :  General  Prac- 
tice makes  it  at  lead  lefs  hideous,  fometimes  popular.  I 
have  heard  of  famous  Communities,  where  Oaths  to  the 
Government  were  never  forgiven,  when  taken  to  be  kept, 
but  popular  when  broken  as  foon  as  taken  j  and  taken  in 
order  to  be  broken.  Yet  a  more  harmlefs  Charader, 
that  of  a  Knight  of  the  Poll,  was  by  no  means  honour- 
able there,  unlefs  when  employed  for  the  Service  of  Par- 
ty ;  and  then  it  was  meritorious.  What  ought,  what  can, 
alarm  Society  more,  than  fuch  a  Spirit  ?  What  can  be 
more  threatening  to  Society,  than  fuch  Pradices  ?  What 
more  alarming  to  Proteftants,  than  the  Advances  of  Po- 
pery ? 

Whatever  favours  the  Progrefs  of  Popery,  muft  be 
dreadful  to  all  fmcere,  to  all  thinking  Proteftants.  What 
can  be  more  fo,  than  the  bold  and  impious  Claim  in 
Priefts  to  fave  and  damn ;  or,  indeed,  to  do  any  thing, 
which  any  Man  elfe  cannot  do,  when  called  or  permitted 
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by  the  Civil  Power  ?  This  is  downright  Popery,  the  very- 
Pith  and  Vitals  of  Popery.  Whoever  aflerts  it,  is  at  bell 
an  unfound  Proteltant,  a  Papift  without  the  Name,  or  per- 
haps the  Intention.  Apoftolic  Succeflion  is  another  wild 
Claim  maintained  by  fuch  vifionary  Men,  Protcllants  in 
Name  :  A  Claim  to  fucceed  the  Apoftles  in  being  very  un- 
like the  Apollies  ;  not  in  working  Miracles  ;  not  in  wan- 
dering over  the  World,  in  Poverty,  Humility,  Diflrefs,  and 
Danger,  to  preach  the  Gofpel  where  it  is  not  known  ;  but 
in  telling  People  over  and  over  what  they  already  know ;  ia 
uttering  Words  which  any  Man  may  utter ;  in  readingBooks 
v/hich  any  Man  may  read ;  in  performing  Adions  which 
any  Man  may  perform  ;  and  in  deriving  great  Revenues, 
Pride  and  Pomp  from  the  poor,  humble,  defpifed  Apoftles. 
Neither  is  the  Crazinefs  and  Contradidlion  of  fuch  a  Claim 
the  woril  Part  of  it.  It  is  the  Broadway  to  Popery,  and  is 
Popery.  Without  deriving  themfelves  from  Rofne^  they 
think  that  they  cannot  derive  themfelves  from  the  Apoftles. 
To  be  thoroughly  confilient,  they  mud  go  back  to  Rome^ 
Whoever  allows  Apoftolic  Succefiion  to  the  Church  of 
Rome,  condemns  Proteftants,  declares  them  Schifmatics, 
and  himfelf  to  be  no  Proteflant. 

This  Claim  of  Apoftolic  Succeflion,  at  beft  wild  and 
falfe,  comes  with  the  better  Grace  from  the  Church  of 
Rome,  as  that  Church  pretends  to  work  Miracles :  A 
Power  which  fhe  proves  by  afferting  it,  and  by  curfing 
ail  fuch  as  deny  it.  Juft  fo  fhe  proves  Tranfubftantiation, 
Infallibility,  and  all  her  other  Nonfenfe,  and  pious  Im- 
poffibilities.  In  truth,  all  her  prieftly  Power,  all  Power 
over  the  Soul,  except  that  of  rational  Conviclion,  im- 
plies Infallibility,  and  is  downright  Nonfenfe,  or  downright 
Craft.  Thefe  are  the  great  Props  of  Popery.  What 
can  never  be  proved,  ought  never  to  be  believed.  What 
will  not  bear  Examination,  ought  to  be  rejedled  abfo- 
lutely,  or  muft  be  fwallowed  implicitly.  How  can  the 
Heart  of  Man  confent  to  what  the  Mind  of  Man  cannot 
conceive  ?  Lay  a  fide  your  Reafon^  and  be  convinced  hy  our 
Authority y  is  a  Precept  truly  Popiih :  That  is,  put  out 
your  Eyes,  and  ^we  'voill Jhewo  you  rare  Sights,  Yet  this  is 
the  Spirit  and  Strain  of  Popery,  and  of  fuch  as  embrace 
its  Principles,  witkout  adopting   or  owning  its  Name. 
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Widely  oppoifite  is  the  Principle  of  genuine  Proteftants  ; 
^'  Nothing  to  be  admitted  without  Evidence  ;  no  Evi- 
'*'  dence  inconfiftent  with  Reafon." 

But,  dropping  all  further  Purfuit  of  this  Subje6l  here, 
I  leave  my  Readers  to  their  own  Refledlions  upon  it,  and 
upon  every  other  Subjedl  handled  in  the  enfuing  Papers  : 
In  them  I  hope  they  will  find  nothing  unworth)'  of  a  good 
Protellanr,  and  a  good  Subjed. 

If  amongft  one  Sort  of  Readers  I  have  fome  Enemies, 
3t  is  my  Misfortune,  but  their  Fault.  In  all  my  Writings 
J  have  treated  Religion,  not  only  with  Decency,  but  with 
true  Refpecx ;  as  I  have  Superllition,  Bigotry,  and  eccle- 
feincal  Craft,  with  Freedom  ;  fmce  thefe  are  the  Bane 
ofReafon,  and  confequently  of  Religion,  which  is  al- 
^vays  perverted  and  loft  when  Reafon  is  banifhed.  Where 
this  great  Standard  of  all  Things  is  gone,  the  Fraud  and 
Intereft  of  particular  Men  become  the  general  Law,  and 
enfure  the  Bondage  of  all  Men.  When  Men,  interefted 
in  difguifmg  Religion,  interefted  in  making  it  fubfervient 
to  their  own  Ends  and  Paffions,  cannot  defend  their  reli- 
gious Opinions  by  Reafon,  they  will  facrif  ce  the  Reafon 
of  all  Men  to  their  Opinions  :  And  then  they  need  not 
jeafon,  but  hang  and  burn.  Power  in  Things  purely 
ipiritual,  is  and  muft  be  fpiritua),  or  rather  fecular  Ty- 
ranny. Whoever  can  perfuade  others,  that  what  he  fays 
comes  from  God,  that  what  he  does  is  warranted  by  God, 
fets  himfeif  up  for  God,  and  becomes  in  Effedl  the  Ob- 
ject of  their  Worfhip.  From  this  wild  Claim,  dreadful 
and  mif-lhapen  as  it  is,  the  Roman  Bah  el  hath  arifen, 
with  all  the  bloated,  the  barbarous  and  contagious  Train 
t)f  Impoiliire  and  Tyranny;  the  People  blind,  chained, 
^nd  ftarving  ;  their  Mafters  gorged  and  triumphant,  and 
Chriftianity  turned  into  Cap.t,  Commerce,  Juggling  and 
Cruelty  :  y\nd  the  fame  Claim  would  have  every  where 
the  fame  EfFe'<^,  to  exterminate  Religion,  and  to  inflave 
Men.  It  is  the  great  Foundation,  as  oi  Popery^  fo  of 
Mahometifm,  and  of  all  Impofture,  of  all  fpiritul  Empire. 

Upon  this  Subjed,  where  nothing  too  ftrong  can  be 
laid,  I  have  faid  no  more  than  what  many  oi  the  Clergy 
have  faid;  no  more  than  what  all  the  Clergy  have  fub- 
mitted  to,  declared,  and  fworn.     I  have  written  againft 
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all  Clerical  Power  :  They  have  renounced  it  upon  Oath. 
Can  they  be  decently  offended  with  me,  for  juftifying 
their  Oath^  and  them  for  taking  it  ?  I  have  done  no 
more  than  the  ableft  and  befl  of  their  Body,  and  (con- 
fequently  the  greateft  Ornaments  to  it,  Chilling<worth, 
^illotfony  Whitchcot,  Burnet,  Wake^  with  many  more 
venerable  Fathers,  fome  Itill  remaining,  have  done. 
Whoever  maintains  contrary  Principles,  is  not  a 
true  Member  of  this  Proteftant  Church,  is  not  a  good 
Subje6l. 

I  HAVE  dealt  freely  with  Superftition,  which  is  reli- 
gious Fear  without  Ground,  and  religious  Folly  without 
End,  an  Indignity  to  the  Deity,  a  Forfeiture  of  right 
Reafon,  and  an  utter  Departure  from  true  Religion : 
None  but  fuch  as  are  Slaves  to  Superftition,  or  would 
gain  by  Superftition,  can  be  offended  with  me,  for  ex- 
pofing  fo-  odious,  fo  grofs,  fo  dangerous,  an  Evil. 

I  HAVE   dealt  freely  with  Bigots,  four,  narrow  Men^ 
who  would  contract  the  noble  diffufive  Spirit  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  would  make    the  Deity   delight,  as  they  do,  in  . 
Peeviftmefs,  Grimace  and  Jargon,  in  Cant  and  Sound, 
in  Sternhold  and  Hopkins, 

I  HAVE  been  free,  very  free  with  the  Perfecutor,  that 
is,  with  the  Bigot  in  Wrath^  and  armed  to  deftroy  :  An 
infernal  Inftrument  under  a  celeftial  Difguife,  damning 
human  Souls,  butchering  human  Bodies,  yet  blafphemoufly 
preaching  Salvation  and  Mercy.  What  a  diabolical 
Group  of  Hypocrify,  Cruelty,  and  atheiftical  Zeal? 
Whoever  would  influence  or  alter  religious  Opinions, 
by  Gaols  and  Fines,  or,  which  is  a  further  Strain  of  the 
fame  impious  Policy,  by  Torture  and  Execution,  hath 
already  renounced  the  Spirit  of  Chriftianity,  difowned 
Confcience,  mocks  God,  deifies  himfelf,  and  proclaims 
everlafting  War  amongft  Men. 

These  are  the  three peftilent  Foes  which  I  have  chief- 
ly attacked,  Superjiition,  its  Child  Bigotry,  and  the  bane- 
ful Iftue  of  both.  Persecution.  Can  three  more  fu- 
rious, more  defolating  Curfes,  vifit  thofe  who  dwell 
upon  the  Earth  >  What  Havock  they  would  make,  is 
notorious  from  what  they  have  made.  In  being  a  de- 
clared Enemy  to  thefe,  I  am  but  a  Champion  for  ReJi- 
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gion,  and  human  Society ;  and  therefore  a  good  Sub- 
led  in  Church  and  State.  I  have  never  ufed  any  Cler- 
gyman indecently,  much  lefs  any  of  them  ill ;  however 
ibme  of  them  have  ufed  me.  With  many  of  them  I 
live  upon  ;good  Terms :  Nor  would  I  hurt  even  thofe, 
who  have  fo  little  of  the  Gofpel  Spirit  as  to  hurt  others 
for  dilFerin^  from  them.  I  fmcerely  regard  our  religi- 
ous Eilabiifliment.  Though  far  from  perfed,  it  is  the 
bell:  I  know  :  I  truly  efteem  all  the  worthy  Members  ol" 
it ;  all  who  -have  the  Temper  of  Chriftians,  and  the 
banners  of  Gentlemen.  As  to  thofe  who  dillinguiih 
themfelves  by  Scurrility  and  Perjury  (if  there  be  any 
fuch)  ;  Men  who  pervert  the  Dignity  of  Preaching  into 
Scolding  i  who  take  Oaths  to  the  Government,  and  adl 
like  Traitors  to  it ;  no  one  Vv'ho  regards  God  and  the 
Government,  can  reverence  them  :  What  good  Chriftiari, 
what  loyal  Subjedt  can  ? 

To  conclude  this  Head,  J  ihall  take  upon  me  to  aver,. 
That,  in  whatever  I  have  written  of  the  Church  and  the 
Clergy,  I  have  the  Bible,  Reafon,  the  Law  of  the  Land,, 
together  with  the  belt  and  moll  learned,  of  the  Clergy,. 
0n  my  Side. 

I  MUST  caution,  and  affure  my  Readers,  that,  what- 
cvery  Afperity  they  £nd  in  thefe  Papers  againft  Popery, 
1  bear  no  Ill-will,,  not  the  leaft  Difguft,  to  the  Perfon  of 
miy  Pcipift,  nor  would  I  hurt  any  Papiji  for  being  fuch. 
Some  of  them  ane  my  Friends ;  I  know  many  worthy, 
jnany  well  bred.  Men  amongH  themj  and  I  am  forry 
Irom  my  Soul,  to  fee  any  of  them  fubjedl  to  the  Witch- 
craft of  their  Re%ion,  to  the  blinding  Influence  of  their 
Priefts,  and  to  fo  furious  a  Faith.  I  would  gladly  re- 
concile them  to  this  free,  this  mild  Government,  by  be- 
feeching  them  to  conlider,  howtdifFerently  every  Popijh 
Government  Mi&siProtcJiajjts,^  from  what  this  Government 
ufes  Papifh  ;  that  every  Man  in  every  Country  thinke 
his  oivn  Religion  as  good  as  ihey  think  theirs :  And  then 
what  would  be  the  dreadful,  the  barbarous  and  defolat- 
ing  Confequence,  if  every  Man  were  to  puniih  every 
Man  for  any  Religion  ? 

I  would  like  wife  obferve  to  my  Readers,  that,  what- 
ever I  have  faid  againil  Nonrefidence,  I  heartily  efteem 
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many  Nanrefidents.  The  thing  is  fu rely  liable  to  Ccfti- 
Ture  and  Complaint.  But  Exceptions  may  be  allowed  for 
Men  of  fuperior  Merit.  In  fuch  Merit  I  always  com- 
j)rife  Moderation,  mutual  Charity,  and  univerfal  Bene- 
volence ;  Principles  which  I  perceive  with  Pleafure  -pre- 
vailing amongft  the  prefent  Clergy.  The  chief  araongft 
them  for  Confcience  and  Character,  defpife  the  Nar- 
^rownefs,  the  unchriftian  Fiercenefs,  and  Party  Spirit, 
'fo  long  and  fo  lamentably  reigning  amongft  their  Prede- 
xefTors,  perverting  and  poifoning  moft  Part  of  the  Na- 
tion, reviling  and  perfecuting  the  other ;  maintaining 
Syftem^  of  Crazinefs  and  Contradidlion,  miftaking  Rage 
and  Norifenfe  for  Religion,  and  fathering  upon  the  God 
x)f  Wifdom  Prieftly  Folly,  Fanaticifm,  and  Dreams. 

I  never  had  any  Quarrel  to  any  Clergyman,  who  had 
none  to  Confcience  and  the  Government ;  and  I  deiire  to 
keep  Peace  with  all  of  them,  who  keep  their  Oaths. 
Even  to  fuch  as  have  ufed  me  fcurriloufly,  I  have  made 
no  fuitable  Returns,  nor  any  Return  but  that  of  Pity  and 
Silence,  with  my  unfeigned  good  Wifhes,  that,  if  they 
would  not  condefcend  to  the  Temper  of  Chriftians,  they 
would  at  leaft  afpire  to  the  Language  and  Decency  of 
Gentlemen.  Neither  do  I  boaft  of  fuch  Forbearance  as 
Matter  of  Merit.  I  blefs  God,  k  is  natural  to  me.  I 
lliould  be  very  forry  to  be  angry  at  any  worthy  Man :  I 
fhould  be  afhamed  to  be  angry  at  a  vvorthlefs  and  defpica^ 
ble  Man  :  Hatred  I  bear  to  no  Man.  Perfonal  Diftafte 
is  an  unmanly,  indeed  a  fcandalous  Motive  for  writing, 
I  have  no  Difguft  to  Papifls,  but  fhould  grieve  to  fee 
Pcpery  increafe.  That  Men,  who  call  themfelves  Pro- 
teftants,  fhould  contribute  to  that  Increafe,  is  a  melan- 
choly Confideration  :  The  Fa£l  is  too  true. 

W'hoeve  r  promotes  Superftition,  promotes  Popery  t 
Whoever  contends  for  Power  in  Priefts,  is  an  Advocate 
for  the  Papal  Power :  Whoever  afferts,  that  Presbyte- 
rians  {that  is,  Proteftants)  are  vvorfe  than  Papifts,  is  him- 
felf  no  Proteftant ;  nay,  is  djredly  ferving  the  Caufe  of 
Popery.  Yet  this  has  been  the  Style,  and  conftant  Cry, 
of  thofe,  who  called  themfelves  the  only  true  Churchmen^ 
for  more  than  a  Century  ;  and  by  it  they  have  diredly 
encouraged  weak  People    (and,  God   knows,   in   thefe 
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Points  moft  People  are  weak)  to  embrace  Popery.  By 
this  falfe  Cry  they  have  promoted  the  Popiih  Caufe  much 
more  fuccefsfully,  than  all  the  fecret  Popifh  Miflionaries 
have  been  able,  or  ever  will  be  able,  to  do,  by  all  their 
miean  Converts  cheated  or  bribed  into  Popery  in  Lanes 
and  Corners,  chiefly  from  Stables,  Sculleries,  and  the 
Rabble. 

Panegyrics  upon  Popery  by  Proteftant  Divines, 
have  been  a  common,  nay,  a  faftiionable  Moniler  :  Wri- 
tings againft  Popery  by  the  fame  Hands  (for  that  Monfter 
too  has  fometimes,  nay,  often,  been  feen)  were  not 
fo  monflrous.  An  Epicure,  who  praifes  Luxury,  or  an 
Indulgence  in  Meats,  Drinks,  and  Women,  may  very 
confidently  blame,  and  except  to,  particular  Difhes, 
Liquors,  and  Ladies;  yet  be  flill  a  thorough  Epi- 
cure. 
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Number  L  A  View  of  the  Romifli  Churchy  in  her 
Heads ^  'Theology^  Canons^  Miracles^  and  Saints  ; 
taken  chiejiy  from  her  own  Writers  and  Champions^ 

I  Am  well  pleafed  with  the  feafonabk  public  Zeal 
againft  the  double-headed  Tyranny  with  which 
we  are  threatened.     I  therefore  here  prefent  the 
Public  with  fuch  a  Difplay  of  Popery,  as   may 
ferve  to  roufe  the  moft  ftupid  and  luke-warm  Prote- 
ftants,  and  undeceive  Papifts,  who  are  kept  by  their 
Priefts  from  the  true  Knowledge  of  it. 

According  to  the  Popifh  Hiftorians,  and  evea 
by  the  Teftimony  of  the  bell  and  ableft  Popifh  Wri- 
ters, no  Throne,  no  Pagan  Throne,  was  ever  filled 
with  fuch  Monfters  of  Immorality  as  the  Papal 
Throne ;  Monfters  more  deteftably  wicked  in  them- 
felves,  and  the  conftant  Authors  of  univerfal  Wick- 
ednefs,  Impofture,  Delufion,  Oppreffion,  Robbery, 
Tyranny,  Murder,  and  MafTacre  \  peftilent  Enemies 
to  all  good  Men,  and  to  whatever  was  good  in  the 
World. 

These   Popes  even  bear  Teftimony  againft  one 

another :  Stephen  VII.  thought  his  Predecellor  Formo- 

Jus  fo  horrid  a  Criminal,  that  he  had  him  pulled  out 

of  his  Grave,  and  his  Body  thrown  into  the  lyher. 
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Stephen  himfelf  was  ftrangled  as  a  Criminal  equally 
horrible. 

BJRONIUS^  that  great  Advocate  for  Popery,  to 
which  he  often  facrifices  Truth  and  Hiftory,  declares 
Pope  Sergius  to  have  been  the  moft  abominable  of 
Men,  living  in  a  Brothel,  particularly  with  two  ce- 
lebrated Harlots,  Mother  and  Daughter,  who  go- 
verned the  Pope,  and  the  Roman  Church,  and  made 
the  moft  of  both*  By  one  of  thefe  Harlots  he  had  a 
Son,  who  came  to  be  Pope  by  the  Name  of  yohn 
XI.  ;  a  Pope  who  lived  in  Inceft  with  his  own  Mo- 
ther. Her  Name  v/as  Marozia^  a  Lady  of  uncom- 
mon Fortune,  Miftrefs  to  two  Popes,  one  of  them 
her  Son. 

^  yOHNXll.  profefTed  the  Black  Art,  and  paid  Di- 
vine Worfhip  to  Fenus  and  Jupiter :  He  debauched 
Ladies  on  the  Steps  of  the  Altar,  and  was  famous 
for  all  diabolical  Excefles.  This  infernal  Father  of 
Chriftendom  v/as  depofed  by  a  Council  fummoned 
and  fupported  by  the  Emperor  Otho,  A  Depofition 
which  the  fame  keen  Churchman  Baronius  is  not 
ajQiamed  to  cenfure  as  an  A<£1  of  Prefumption,  as 
pafling  Judgment  upon  one  whom  no  Man  on  Earth 
had  a  Right  to  judge.  So  that  he  was  accounted  a 
regular  and  genuine  Pope;  and  if  he  was,  why  may 
not  the  worft  and  moft  accurfed  Being  be  one  ? 

BONIFACE  VII.  murdered  BenediSf  VI.   in  or- 
der to  fucceed  him  ;  and  they   were  commonly  ex- 
pelling and  butchering  one  anothor. — Cardinal  Benno 
mentions  one  Gerard  Brazet^  who  was  appointed  and 
paid  as   P o'lfoner-G gneral  to  the  Holy  See^  and   who 
poifoned  Seven  or  Eight  Popes,  at  the  Inftigation  of  I 
iuch  as  wanted  to  be  Popes.     Thefe  Popes  were  in  i 
Truth  fuch  Sons   of   Perdition,  that  even   Baroni74s\ 
ov/ns  "  the  End    of  the  World   to  have  been  then 
*^  thought  at  hand,  as   no  Time  had  produced  fuch| 
*^  Monfters,  and  fo  many  Scenes  of  Horror." 
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The  famous  Hildehrand^  Gregory  VII.  filled  all 
Germany  with  Blood,  and  Fire,  and  Famine ;  and  car- 
ried every  Curfe  of  human  Tyranny,  and  diabolical 
Pride,  as  far  as  they  could  go.  Matthew  Paris ^  a  Pa- 
pift  and  Ecclefiaftic,  calls  Innocent  III.  a  Lion  in  Crxiel- 
ty,  and  a  Blood-fucker  in  Avarice.  Obfsrve,  that  this 
was  the  Pope  who  opprefled  and  plundered  this  poor 
Nation  fo  long  and  fo  unmercifully,  during  the  mifer- 
able  Reign  of  Henry  III.  Benedi^  XII.  purchafed  a 
Lady  of  Condition  and  Beauty  from  her  Family  for  fo 
much  ready  Money.  She  was  Sifter  to  the  celebrated 
Petrarch,  Lucretia^  Daughter  to  Alexander  VI.  was 
likewife  his  Miftrefs,  and  Miftrefs  to  his  Son  Cafar 
Borgia  J  as  alfo  Wife  to  another  of  his  Sons, 
Pontificis  Filia^  Sponfa^  Nuriis. 

INNOCENT  VIIL  left  Sixteen  Children.  I  need 
not  fay,  all  fpurious  ;  for  no  Pope  can  marry.  Leo 
X.  boaftcd  "  what  Treafure  the  Church  had  deriv- 
"  ed  from  the  Fable  of  Chiift."  Paid  III.  not  only 
lay  with  his  Daughter,  but,  to  have  her  all  to  himfelf, 
poifoned  her  Hufoand. 

Can  That  be  the  Church  of  God,  which  hath  fuch 
Heads?  Does  it  become  the  Champions  of  that  Church 
to  reproach  the  Reformation  as  derived  from  the 
Lewdnefs  of  Harry  VIIL  ?  And  can  the  humble  and 
merciful  Jefus  own  fuch  polluted,  fuch  bloody  Succef- 
fors  ?  Have  fuch  carnal,  fuch  worldly,  and  fuch  de- 
vilifli  Abominations  any  thing  to  do  with  Religion, 
or  fpiritual  Charaders,  but  to  difgrace  and  extirpate 
both  ? 

If  we  defcend  from  the  Heads  of  that  Church  to 
her  great  Champions  and  Supports,  the  Schoolmen  \ 
the  Extravagancies  and  Fooleries  of  the  latter  are  in-' 
credible.  They  are  the  A4ctaphyfics  of  the  Heathen 
Philofopher  Arijlotle^  proftituted  to  maintain  the  lying 
Claims  of  Churchmen  :  What  is  incredible,  is  explain- 
ed by  what  is  impoffible;  and  what  is  impoffible,  is 
I  maintained  by  what  is  unintelligible  :  Impofture  is 
B  %  founded 
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founded  upon  Subtleties;  Nonfenfe  defended  by  So- 
phiftry;  Contradidion  by  Names  and  Authority;  and 
a  monftrous  Theology  is  recommended  under  barbar- 
ous Terms.  Here  follow  a  few  of  the  important 
Points  there  difcufled,  "  Whether  it  be  poflible  for 
''  the  Deity  to  hzcomQ  feminine  P  Whether  the  Fore- 
*'  fkin  of  our  Saviour  (cut  off  in  Circumcifion)  be  yet 
^'  taken  in  the  Eucharift,  where  he  is  fuppofed  to  be 
*'  fwallo wed  .Whole?  Whether  the  Body  of  Chrift 
*'  comes  into  the  Elements  of  Bread  and  Wine  by 
*^  the  way  of  Dedudion,  or  of  Re-produdion  ;  or  if 
*'  his  Body  had  been  made  of  Flint,  how  it  could 
*'  have  been  crucified  ?'* 

These  are  fome  of  the  deep  Queftions  amongft 
their  principal  Theologians,  and  are  called  Divinity ; 
as  if  the  further  from  Common  Senfe,  the  nearer  ^to 
Religion;  and  the  more  mad,  the  more  Orthodox. 

The  Catholic  Canons  are  of  a  Piece  with  the  Ca- 
tholic Theology,  fhamelefs,  immoral,  and  extrava- 
gant. It  is  a  Syftem  of  Chimeras,  extradled  from  the 
Authority  and  Writings  of  old  Popes  and  Doftors  i 
the  Dreams  and  Diftindions  of  Pedants,  and  the  De- 
cretals of  defigning  Pontiffs,  fet  up  againfl:  the  Civil 
Law,  Reafon  and  Morality.  They  affert,  for  inftance, 
that  Meum  and  Tiium^  and  the  Afcertaining  of  Pro- 
perty, was  introduced  by  Injuftice  and  Violence ;  and 
that,  according  to  the  wifeft  of  all  the  antient  Sages, 
all  Things  are  common  amongft  Friends,  efpecially 
Women :  That  the  Crimes  and  Failings  of  the  Pope 
are  as  exxufable,  as  the  Robberies  committed  by  the 
Hebrews  upon  the  Egyptians.  By  the  fame  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Laws,  and  for  the  fake  of  Ecclefiaftical  Men, 
Lewdnefs  and  A.dultery  are  treated  rather  as  Levities 
than  Crimes,  and  fiiled  lucky  Adventures,  Leve  pec- 
catu7n,  y  quod  Galli  vocant  BONAM  FORTU- 
NAM,  Gallantries. 

The  Miracles  of  Rome  are  fo  numerous  and  im-l 
pudent,  io  ridiculous,  and  fo  impoffible,  that  Pr^r*?-! 

Jiantsy\ 


Jiants^  as  v/ell  as  fenfible  Turks  and  Heathensy  would 
think  them  invented  to  difgrace  the  Roman  Churchy 
did  not  the  Roman  Church  avow  and  affirm  them  ; 
none  of  them  performed  before  Heretics,  who  only 
want  them,  but  only  before  Catholics,  who  want 
them  not;  never  worked  in  Public  to  render  them  un- 
contefted,  but  in  Corners  and  Chapels,  as  if  on  pur- 
pole  to  raife  Sufpicion  about  them. 

In  the  Lives  of  the  Popifh  Sahits^  all  publifhed-  by 
Authority,  are  found  the  following  Miracles  gravely 
afierted,  with  a  Thoufand  others  equally  ridiculous  : 
The  Bleffed  Virgin  vifiting  Friers  in  the  Night :  Jefus 
Chrijl  playing  at  Cards  with  a  Nun  in  her  Cell,  court- 
ing Nuns,  and  marrying  Nuns,  his  V^irgin  Mother 
being  the  Match-maker  :  Eeafts  and  Birds  adoring  the 
Hoft ;  The  Devil  bearing  Teftimony  for  the  Church 
againft  Heretics :  An  Oven  heated  with  Snow  by  St*^ 
Patrick ;  and  a  Pound  of  Honey  converted  into  a 
Pound  of  Butter^  to  pleafe  his  Nurfe :  St.  Anthony 
preaching  to  the  Fifhes,  St.  Francis  to  the  Beafts  \ 
and  neither  Congregation  willing:  to  depart,  till  the 
Saints  had  bleffed  them :  The  wet  Habits  of  Friers 
hung  upon  the  Sun-beams:  The  Monks  entertained 
in  Heaven  under  the  Bleffed  Virgin^s  Robes  :  A  Nun 
iweetening  a  Veffel  of  four  Wine,  and  her  Image  up- 
on an  empty  Tub  filling  it  with  Oil,  and  continuing 
it  full  for  fome  Months,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Convent: 
St.  Dominic  forcing  the  Devil,  in  the  Shape  of  a  Mon- 
key, to  hold  his  Candle,  till  Satan  ^  Fingers  were 
burnt  to  the  Bone  :  A  Ship  carrying  the  Body  of  a 
dead  Saint,  piloted  by  a  Raven,  for  many  Leagues  \- 
The  Bleffed  Virgin's  fuccefsful  Difpute  with  fome 
Devils  in  Behalf  of  a  lewd  Prieft,  who  had  been  af- 
fiduous  in  his  Devotions  to  her.- 

These  ftrange Dreams,  full  of  Nonfenfe  and  Blaf- 

phemy,  are  the  great  Proofs,  that  the  Roman  Church 

is  the  true  Church.     But  thefe  Fooleries  and  Frauds, 

however  fubverfive  of  Religion,  and  the  genuine  Marks 
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of  Impofture,  are  pardonable,  in  comparifon  of  her 
bloody  and  porlecuting  Spirit,  the  Coniequence  of  her 
Ci  ucl  want  of  Charity^  the  raoft  fignal  Chriftian  Vir- 
tue. She  damns  all  who  are  not  of  her  horrid  Com- 
.  niunion,  and  murders,  or  would  murder,  all  that  fhe 
damns)  Witnefs  her  univerfal  Pradice,  and  conftant 
MafLcres,  at  Paris^  in  Ireland^  her  Crufades  againil 
tlie  beft  Chriftians,  the  daily  Fires  of  the  Inquifition^ 
and  tlie  Burnings  in  Smithfeld^  efpecially  under  ^een 
Mary. 

Be  warned,  O  Proteftants ;  continue  what  ye  are^ 
Chriflians  and  Freemen  :  Your  All  is  at  Stake,  Liber- 
ty, Property,  Confcience:  Abhor  the  Harlot,  and  op- 
pofe  the  Tool  of  the  Harlot. 

Number  11.     A?i  Idea  of  the  French  Governments 
The  Spirit  of  Popery^  how  terrible  to  Proteftants. 

1  FIERE  offer  fome  further  Thoughts  upon  Popery; 
as  alfo  upon  the  French  Government.  Ours  is  a 
Government  by  Lav/s :  Theirs  is  a  Government  by 
Will.  By  whatever  Prefaces  oi  Pretences  the  King 
recommends  ois  Laws,  his  oiun  JVill  and  Pleafure  is 
the  ialL  and  fcrongeft  :  This  is  his  conflant  Stile  to  his 
Parliament,  which  is  only  ^n  Aflemhly  of  the  Judges 
of  the  feveral  Courts  of  Juftice,  all  the  King's  imme- 
diate Creatures,  created  by  him,  paid  by  him,  and 
commanded  by  Lim.  Tlie  General  States  of  the 
Realm,  reprefentiiig  tlie  Kingdom,  and  refembling  our 
Parliaments,  are  long  lince  laid  afidc  there.  The  King 
has  nu  other  Rule  or  Limitation  in  raifing  Money, 
formerly  raifed  only  by  the  States,  than  his  Humour 
and  Faiilons,  or  thofe  of  his  Minifters,  A  mean  Ca-  , 
pacity,  or  v/ant  of  Capacity,  Royal  Folly,  or  Royal 
Freazy,  are  no  Difqualiiications.  His  Will  is  flill  fa- 
crcd,  hov/cver  extravagantly  or  ftupidly  exerted  ;  and| 
ftill  his  Pleafure  is  his  Law. 

HENRY  W^  with  all  his  great  Abilities,  had  no  I 
inorc  Power  than  his  v/eak  Son  Lewis  XIIL  nor  wasi 

ever! 
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ever  half  fo  copioufly  flattered.  His  Grandfon,  Le^ 
wis  XIV.  had  he  ftudied  to  give  Proof  (as  indeed  he 
needed  not)  how  little  he  refembled  his  Grandfather, 
could  not  have  done  it  more  efFedually  than  in  his  re- 
voking the  Edi^  of  Nant%  :  An  Aft  of  fuch  inimi- 
table Treachery, as  could  not  be  charged  upon  the  moil 
faithlefs  Pagan  Princes  ;  of  fuch  prodigious  Cruelty, 
as  was  never  matched  by  Nero  ;  of  fuch  amazing 
Folly,  as  would  have  put  the  Emperor  Claudius  out  of 
Countenance. 

This  too  fhews  fully,  how  little  the  Promifes  and 
Oaths  of  Popifli  Princes  are  to  be  relied  on  :  They 
are  rather  Snares  and  Wiles,  and  when  they  are  mofi 
plaufible,  and  found  the  ftrongeft,  generally  infer  the 
moft  Danger.  He  had  not  only  frequently  ratified  that 
facred  Edi6l,  which  was  the  inviolable  Band  of  the 
inward  Peace  of  France^  but  in  all  his  Infiingements 
of  it  (which  might  proceed  from  hisWeaknefs,  ortlic 
fubdolous  Advice  of  his  Miniflers)  he  always  declared^ 
that  he  would  preferve  it  inviolable. 

Did  not  our  late  King  fames  fay,  and  promife,  and 
fwear  every  Thing y  take  every  Oath^  fubmit  to  every 
Engage?nent ;  yet  the  next  Moment  violate  them  all 
openly^  as  if  they  had  been  Words  of  Courfe^  by  v/hich 
he  had  meant  nothing  but  Deceit  and  Infult  ?  I  will 
be  bold  to  add,  as  an  alarming  Proof  how  little  Pro- 
teftants  can  truft  any  Security  or  AfTurance  from  Pa- 
pifts,  that  had  King  fames  been  fincere  and  willing 
to  obferve  his  Oaths  and  Promifes,  his  Religion,  or, 
which  is  the  fame  thing,  his  Priejls^  who  led  him  by 
bis  Bigotry y  would  not  have  permitted  him.  What 
was  an  Oath  to  the  Caufe  of  Religion  ?  And  why 
fliould  he,  how  durft  he  keep  an  Oath  fo  pernicious  to 
the  Churchy  and  given  for  the  Security  and  Succefs  of 
Herefy  ?  Such  Reafoning  from  the  Keepers  of  his 
Confcience,  would  have  convinced  him  of  the  great 
Guilt  of  obferving  an  Oath  to  Heretics^  and  of  the 
great  Merit  of  breaking  it.  It  was  Lawful,  and 
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even  Politic,  to  take  it,  as  by  it  he  lulled  his  Protc^ 
ftant  Subjects  into  Security ;  but  it  was  abfolutely  ne^ 
ceflary,  and  his  Duty,  to  break  it,  as  it  was  injurious 
to  his  Friends  the  Papjis^  and  obftrufted  the  Growth 
cf  Popery. 

The  Queftion  h  not.  Whether  it  be  a  Dodtrine 
©f  Popery^  to  keep  no  Faith  with  Heretics  ?  I  think 
it  a  needlefs  Queftion  :  The  proper  Queftion  is,  Whe- 
ther the  Papijh  have  ever  done  it,  at  leaft  upon  Prin- 
ciple, or  longer  than  Times  and  Neceility  forced  them  ? 
Hiftory  and  univerfal  Experience  are  Demonftrations^ 
that  they  never  did. 

The  Edi6t  of  Nantz^  the  wife  Work  of  Henry 
the  Great,-  was  an  Eye-fore  to  the  Papifts  from  the 
Beginning,  though  the  fureft  and  only  Remedy  for  the 
long  and  furious  Civil  Wars  in  France ;  but  Bigotry 
was  too  ftrong  for  public  Peace,  for  Chriftian  Cha- 
rity, and  all  human  Wifdom.  The  Extirpation  o£ 
...  Proteftants,  however  accompanied  with  War  andDe- 
folation^-was  the  great  Point  in  View,  and  the  afliduous 
Drift  of  Papifts.  The  perpetual  Purfuit  of  that  Court 
(conftantly  Bigotted  after  the  Death  of  Henry)  was 
therefore  to  deftroy  that  perpetual  Edi^l  y  for  fuch  it 
Was  in  the  Name,  Tenor,  and  Defign  of  it.  After 
continual  Breaches  made  in  it,  Lewis  XIV*  had  the 
"Honour  to  finifliits  Deftrudlion,  when  he  found,  that 
theBigotry,  Perjury,  and  Tyranny  of  King  James^  co- 
operating with  his  own,  made  it  fafe  for  him  to  do  it.. 
Yet  Ja7nesv^2&  not  then  aftiamed  to  contend  for  Liberty 
of  Confcience  to  all  Seels  here,  on  purpofe  to  enable 
Popery  to  devour  them  all :  A  black  Snare  worthy  of 
that  Religion,  but  eafily  feen  through,  and  fruftrated 
with  great  Spirit  by  thofe  whom  it  was  fpread  to  deftroy* 

Queen  Mary  was  raifed  to  the  Throne  by  Pro- 
teftants ;  gave  them  all  fair  Words,  and  Royal  Aflii- 
ranjces  ;  then  made  it  the  great  and  conftant  Bufinefs,. 
nay,  the  Glory  of  her  Reign,  to  hum  Protejlants^ 
She  proved  fo  faithlefs  and  furious  a  Bigot,  that  the 

moft 


moft  bloody  Bigot  of  his  Time,  herHulband,  Philip 
11.  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  afhamed  of  her  Fury, 
and  bore  his  Teftimony  againft  it. 

The  Behaviour  of  that  perjur'd  Tyrant  to  his  Sub- 

jeftsin  the  Lozu  Countries^  \s  another  Inftance  of  the 

^Mockery   of  the  Faith  of  a  Popifh  Prince.     He  had 

folemnly  fworn  at  the  Altar  to   maintain  them   in  all 

their  Privileges  (and  furely  Religion  is  the  tendereft 

cf    all)  and  immediately  after  manifefted   the   fame 

Contpmpt  fo^r  their  Privileges,  and  his  own  Oath,  as  he 

•did  for  their  Perfons  and  Properties,  feizing   the  one, 

.  ^na  butchering   the    other,  with  infinite  Wanton nefs 

.an|^  Pruelty.     tlis  Defence  was  (Pray  mind    his  De- 

. fence  !)"  That  the  Pope  had  abfolved  him  from  his 

Oath'  to  Heretics." 

J,  .Q^N-^Prpteftants  poffibly  truft  Papifts,  when   the 

Pap^fts,  even  with  good  Intentions,  can  be  under  no 

Tye  ito  ;^rotefl:ants  ?  Who  is  it  that  governs  them   in 

Jail  Poipts  pf  Religion,  but  their   Priefts  ?  The  Prieft 

may  be  faid  to  ^iz'e  them  their  Religion  :  For  all  that 

•they    have,    or    can    have,  is  upon  his  Word ;  even 

the  Books  that  they  read,  they  read  by  his  Permiffion, 

,and  are  permitted  to  hear  no  Arguments  but  his  Ar- 

^guments. 

,     As  the  Papifts  are  guided  implicitly  by  their  Priefts,^ 
•  fo  are  their  Priefts  by   the  Pepe.     Can   any   Man  of 
Common  Senfe  keep  his  Countenance,  and    fay,  that 
the  Pope,  or  Popifh  Priefts,  are  Friends  to  this   Pro- 
teftant  Eftablifliment,  or  to  this  Proteftant  Royal  Fa- 
mily ?   The  Popifh  Laitv  are,  by  being  Papifts,  obliged 
to  love  or  hate  by  the  Diredion  of  the  Popifh  Clergy.  - 
Have  the  Popifh  Clergy  ever   hefitated  to  propagate 
their  Faith  by  Fire  and  Sword,  and  to  employ  both 
againft  Proteftants,  whenever  they  had  Power,   Op- 
portunity, or  even  Temptation  ?     Where-ever  the/ 
fail  to  execute  fuch  Treafon  and  Cruelty,  it  is  where 
they  dare  not  :  Nor  have  they,  nor  can    they  have,  . 
any  other  Reftraint.      Where  Violence  is   like  ta^ 
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fucceed,  and  promifes  them  the  Abafcment  of  He- 
retics, the  Extinciion  of  Herefy,  and  the  Exaltation 
of  Popery,  it  is  impious  in  them  not  to  exercifc  Via- 
lence. 

Al  l  their  Declarations  of  being  peaceably  difpo fed, 
and  Enemies  to  public  Difturbance^,' are,  infidlous^; 
Perhaps  too  they  maybe  in  Earneft  juft  at  the  Time 
when  they  fay  fo :  But  when  Opportunity  offers; 
when  their  Bigotry  is  awakened  by  the  Call  of  thefr 
Priefts  ;  when  the  Caufe  of  Religion  i^.  to  l?e  ferved, 
J-Ieaven  opened  to  the  Zealous  and  Adive;\and;  Hell 
to  the  Backward  and  Slow;  dare,  they  -reafon;  ;or"he- 
fitate,  and  look  on  with  Unconcern  ^  I>are  thfey  then, 
preach  Peace  and  Subniiffion  to  an  Hleretical  Gcrvertt- 
ment  ?  '^ 

There  are,  doubtlefs,  God  fofbirf  th^t  I ^itbould 
deny  but  there  are,  worthy,  moderatCj^  an^'peaceable 
Men  amoDgfi:  the  Papifts.  Nature  hath  formed  tKein 
like  other  Men:  But  their  Religion  is  ftfbnger  thaii 
Nature  ;  and  their  Priefts,  having  the  Direction  of  their 
Religion,  have  of  Courfe  the  A/faiiagement  of  thefr 
Confcience,  and  can  roufe  it  or  calm  it  at  Pleafur^. 
What  will  not  a  Man  do  for  his  Soul  ?  And  who  is  to 
advife  a  Papift  but  his  Prieft  ?  If  he  be  allured,  that 
Rebellion  and  l^reafon  are  his  Duty,  will  he  paufe  to 
commit  them,  when  by  them  he  faves  his  Soul,  or 
damns  it  by  his  Refufal  ?  Will  he  fcruple  to  bum 
a  Heretic,  though  a  Kinfman,  or  a  Neighbour,  when 
excited  by  the  fame  Premium,  and  the  fame  Terrors? 

I  AM  far  from  calling  for  any  Hardfhips  upon  Pa- 
plfls  :  It  is  none  to  be  upon  our  Guard  againft  them. 
They  are  the  profeffed  Subjefts  of  the  Pcpe  :  The 
Pope  is  a  profeffed  Enemy  to  our  Conftitution  :  Can 
they  be,  will  he  fuffer  them  to  be,  Friends  to  it  ? 
.  They  are  affiduous  in  making  Converts  to  their  Super- 
ffition  :  I  wiili  others  were  equally  fo  in  recovering* 
fuch,  and  expofing  the  fraudulent  and  miferable  Ar- 
guments of  the  P^fvertexs,    Tg  me  it  feems  Blaf- 
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phemy  againft  God,  to  make  Nonfenfe,  and  Self- 
Contradiction,  neceilary  to  pleafe  him  ;  fuch  as  Tran- 
fubjiantiation^  and  making  the  Salvation  of  Souls  de- 
pend upon  the  Word  or  Confent  of  a  Prieft  :  It  feems 
a  Denial  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  kill  or  punifh  Men  in  his 
Name,  for  taking  the  beft  Courfe  they  can  to  ferve 
him,  though  it  were  even  afooliftione.  It  feems  an 
abolifhiiig  of  civil  Society  and  Morality,  to  perfecute^ 
or  even  to  tax  and  mark  Men  for  differing  in  Opi- 
nion from  one  another,  or  to.  fettle  penal  Opinions  by 
a  Majority,  or  by  the  Povi^er  of  One,  or  by  any  Pov/er 
whatfoever. 

That  of  the  Pope  is  eftabliflied  in  Fraud  and 
Blood,  trampling  upon  the  Scriptures  of  Truth,  the 
Power  and  Mercies  of  God,  and  theReafon  of  Man; 
fupported  by  Fear  and  Ignorance,  by  egregious  Ncn- 
fenfe,  Impudence^  falfe  Terrors,  and  real  Cruelties. 

Number  III.  Further  Obfervations  upon  the  French' 
Government,     The  Excellence  of  our  own^  confefs'd 
by  French  Writers* 

THE  /V^;?c^  Government,  though  a  mild  one  for 
an  .arbitrary  one,  is  yet  a  very  terrible  one  to 
an  Englijhman.  All  the  Advantages  in  it  are  not  com- 
parable to  onQfmgle  Advantage  in  ours  ;  I  mean  the 
J<^  of  Habeas  Corpus^  which  fecures,  at  leaft  refcues, 
you  from  all  wanton  and  opprefiive  Imprifonment.  In 
Franc ey  by  the  Word  of  a  Minifter,  the  greateft,  the 
moft  innocent  Subjed:,  may,  from  Caprice,  or  a 
Whifper,  or  the  Pique  of  a  Miftrefs,  be  committed 
to  a  Dungeon  for  his  Life,  or  the  beft  Part  of*  it,  or 
as  long  as  the  Minifter,  or  his  Miftrefs  or  Minion, 
pleafes.  Some  have  been  thus  fhut  up  in  difmal  Du- 
rance and  Solitude  for  Years  together,  though  no 
Harm  was  meant  them  ;  not  for  any  Offence,  real 
or  imaginary^  but  only  tlirgugh  Miftake  and  Likenefs 
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of  Names.  Thus  a  Minifter  has  fometimes  commit*- 
ted  his  Favourites,  and  ufual  Agents,  who  lay  in  Mi- 
fery  for  Years,  and  might  have  perifhed  in  it,  had  not 
Accidents  contributed  to  undeceive  him.  I  think  it  is 
Cardinal  de  i2^/z  that  fays  (I  am  fure  it  is  fome  good 
French  Author),  that  he  always  dreaded  the  Favour  of 
being  removed  from  a  bad  to  a  better  Apartment  in 
the  Bajiile^  becaufe  in  the  PafTages  there  were  Trap 
Doors  fufpedled,  and  armed  Wheels  beneath,  where 
a  Prifoner  was  in  an  Inftant  fo  minced  and  grinded  as* 
to  leave  behind  him  no  Memorial  of  his  Perfcn. 

Next  to  their  arbitrary  Imprifonments,  come  their 
arbitrary  Banifhments  ^  and  for  fmall  Offences  they 
are  often  inflided,  as  well  as  for  great.  If  any 
Member  of  the  Parliament  have  the  Honour  and 
Courage  freely  to  remonftrate  againft  regiftering  an  op- 
preffive  Edt£i  (for  no  Edi5i  is  valid,  unlefs  regiftered 
by  the  Parlia?nent)  a  few  Lines  prefently  difpatch  him 
ifrom  his  Seat  there,  and  from  the  City,  into  Exile  t 
How  far  and  how  long,  depends,  like  all  Things  elfe^, 
upon  the  Anger  or  Mercy  of  the  Monarch,  or  of 
thofe  who  direct  the  Monarch. 

Such  Orders,  called  Letters  of  the  Signet y  lie  lu 
the  Hands  of  the  Minifters,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of  the 
XJnder-Governors  of  Provinces,  to  be  ufed  at  their 
Difcretion,  frequently  to  gratify  their  own  Vengeance. 
Is  an  hitendant  piqued  againft  any  Man  of  Quality  \ 
or  a  Minifter  againft  aPrefidentof  Parliament  ?  Such 
a  Letter  is  ftrait  fent  to  him,  and  he  inftantly  from 
Home,  fometimes  into  a  remote  Province.  Is  the 
Governor's  Lady,  or  Daughter,  difgufted  at  another 
Lady  in  the  Place,  finer  and  more  admired  than  her- 
felf  r  Her  Puniihment  is  decreed,  and  the  poor  Rival 
fent  a  wandering  ;  a  Crime  is  eafily  forged,  and  the 
SufFerer  has  no  Remedy.  The  fmalleft  Affront  to  a 
Monk  in  Favour  (and  Monks^  God  knows,  are  foon 
offended  !)  finds  the  fame  Compenfation ;  a  Vidim 
.ynuft  be  offered  to  his  holy  Rage,    I  faw^  at  Vannes  in 
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Bretagne^  a  Lady  in  Years,  banifhed  thither  from  her 
Family  in  Perigord  (fome  Hundreds  of  Miles  off) 
for  fpeaking  {lightly  of  that  libidinous  Impoftor  the  Je- 
fuit  Girardy  famous  for  his  pretended  Devotion,  and 
real  Debauchery,  commirted  with  the  devout  Damfel 
Cadiere.. 

The  Abufe  of  raifingand  finking  the  French  Coin^ 
at  the  Pleafure  of  the  French  King,  is  moft  alarming 
to  all  Men  of  Property  :  An  induftrious  Merchant  lies 
down  to  Reft,  happy  in.  his  Wealth,  perhaps  Twenty 
or  Thirty  thoufand  Pounds,  thejuftEffeds  of  his  In- 
duftry  ;  and  wakes  next  Morning  reduced  to  Half, 
ftripped  by  the  Edi(9:  of  a  Night.  When  the  King's 
Coffers  were  filled  with  the  Money  of  his  Subjects, 
and  he  had.  Payments  to  make,  he  raifed  the  Coin  to 
an  enormous  Value  :  When  his  Finances  were  ex- 
haufl:ed,  and  he  wanted  to  replenijQi  them  from  the 
Purfes  of  his  Subjefts,  he  funk  the  Coin  extravagantly 
low.  How  would  the  Englijh  relifli  or  bear  fuch 
Grinding  and  Robbery  ? 

The  French  King  levies  Money,  and  raifes  Taxes, 
at  his  Pleafure  \  and  punifhes  fuch  Officers  of  Jufticc 
in  Parliament,  as  dare  difpute  his  Pleafure*  He  fur- 
nifhes  the  Farmers  of  his  Revenue  (generally  Upftarts 
and  Blood-fuckers)  with  all  his  boundlefs  Power  to 
raife  it  how  they  can.  Nor  can  we  be  furprifed  at 
any  the  moft  mercilefs  Treatment  from  fuch  Sons  of 
Rapine,  thus  armed  with  fovereign  Power  to  fpoil  and 
opprefs.  It  is  common  to  fee  a  whole  Village  ftripped 
of  all  the  Efi'efts  and  Furniture  in  it  ;  nay,  to  fee  the 
very  Houfes  pulled  down,  the  Roofs  and  Timbers 
carried  off,  and  the  wretched  Inhabitants  expofed  nak- 
ed to  wander  and  ftarve. 

Has    not  the  EngUJh  Freeholder,  Farmer,  Manu- 

failurer,  Caufe  to    blefs  his  own  Government,  and 

different  happy  Lot  ?     Thefe  have  no  arbitrary  De- 

'  mands  to  apprehend,  and  know  to  a  Farthing  what 

they  have  to  pay,  long  before  the  Payment  is  alked. 

If 


1^4  On  the  French  UovernmenT^^^^^^ 

If  they  be  injured  in  their  Portion   of  Payment,  they 
have  eafy    Rccourfe  to  Tribunals  and  Protestors  of 
their  own,  generally  their  Neighbours,  who  will  chufe 
to  do  them  Juftice,  or  dare  not  refufe  it. 
-  -  A  FRENCH  Gentleman,  who  travelled  through 
England  after  the  Peace  of  Utrecht^  fays  in   his  Tra- 
vels,   which  are  printed,  '^  That   he    believes    that 
*'  there  is  no  Inftance  in  any  Nation  whatfoever,  of 
''  fo  great  a  Revenue  raifed  with  fo  much  Eafe  to  the 
*'  Subjed',  at  fo  fmall  an  Expence  to  the  Public,  and 
'^  with  fo  little  Danger  to  the  Liberties  of  the  People.' ' 
A  remarkable  Teftimony  from  a  Frenchman  !  What 
is    more   remarkable,    he   is    fpeaking  of  an   Efig^ 
UJh  Tax    much    decried,    our   E^cifes.       He   adds, 
*^  What   an  Army  of  Officers  does  the  French  King 
^^  employ,  only  for   his  Duty   upon  Salt^  in  the  fe- 
*^  veral  Provinces  ?  What  an  Army  in  his  Cujloms  ? 
*'  The  Excife  in  England  ffays  he)  is  colle£ied  with 
"  all  poffible  Eafe,  whilft,  in  France^  they  are  every 
**  Day  making  terrible  Examples,  hangings  conjifcat- 
*'  i72g^  and  tearing  the  poor  People  to  Pieces."  Mind 
this,  O   my  Fellow  Citizens  !     Learn   to  love  youjr 
own  defirable  Condition,  and  to    hate  the  Parricides, 
who  would  labour  to  make  you  fick  of  it,  and  willing 
to  rifk  or  change  it.    This  Author  obferves,  candidly, 
*^  That  the  Tyranny  of  Farmers  of  the  Revenue,  who 
**  exad  Payment  with  Rigour,  is  not  felt  in   Eng- 
^^  landy  as  it  fadly  is  in  France,'' 

^'  In  all  the  Cities  and  great  walled  Towns  in 
*<  France  (fays  another  French  Author  of  Quality, 
'^  and  great  Family)  there  are  armed  Men  pofled  at 
'«  the  Gates  by  the  Farmers  of  the  Revenue,  to  exa- 
««  mine  all  v/ho  pafs.  If  any  one  is  found  defrauding 
<«  the  Excife,  perhaps  under  Half-a-Crown,  the  OfFen- 
'^  der,  if  a  Man,  is  fent  to  the  Gallies  ;  if  a  Woman, 
«'  and  poor,  flie  is  whipped  by  the  Hangman  ;  if  fhe 
<^  have  an  Eftate,  flie  forfeits  it  all,  or  moft  of  it,  and 
«^  lies  at  the  Mercy  of  a  brutal  Farmer.    If  a  Man 
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««  of  the  firft  Fafhion,  a  great  Lord,  ihould  be  found, 
*•'  after  fcvcre  Searches,  to  have  in  his  Baggage  a 
**  Pound  of  Salt,  of  about  a  Penny  Lofs  to  the  Far- 
^'  mer,  his  Lordfliip's  whole  Equipage  is  forfeited, 
'*  his  Perfon  is  imprifoned,  and  he  is  fined  in  a  great 
"  Sum." 

Remember    this>    O  Britons  !    Rejoice    and 
tremble  ! 

Number  IV.     Perfecufion   and  Cruelty^  Marks  of 

Jpojiafy  from  Chrijiianity.    The  Do5irine  ofTran-- 

.ii    fuhftantiation^   how    impious    and  irnpojftble.     The 

--'    Inconfijhncy^   ImpoUncsy  and  Abfurdity   of  all  Pq^ 

-     pifi)  Miracles^ 

-A  Religion  which  damns  all  Others,  expofes  itfelf 
'^^  at  firft  Sight  to  be  fufpeded  of  Impofture,  as  it 
breathe^'  a  Spirit  fo  oppofite  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Gof- 

fpel.  Nothing  but  the  cleareft  and  moft  exprefs  War- 
-rant  from  the  Mouth  of  God  can  excufe  any  Man 
for  pronouncing  fuch  a  horrid  Sentence  againft  another 
Man  :  The  very  Name  of  the  Man,  as  well  as  the 
Name  of  his  Maker,  ought  to  be  feen  in  that  V/ar- 
rant.  No  lefs  Authority  will  do  :  Whoever  pretends 
to  it,  impioufly  apes  the  Almighty;  prefumes  to  do, 
in  the  Name  of  God,  what  God  himfelf  never  did  ; 
and  impudently  pradiifes  a  Cheat  covered  and  recom- 
mended under  the  Name  and  Attributes  of  Truth  and 
Piety. 

These  blafpheming  Importers  ufurp  the  Place  of 

■  Almighty  God,  and  a6t  like  Satan  in  it.  They  turn 
Religion  into  a  Trade,  and  damn  all  that  refufe  to 
deal  with  Them,  and  Them  only.  This  Charm,  and 
the  Gains  they  make  of  it,  are  Symptoms  of  a  Spirit 
truly  Worldly  and  Deviliih,  of  wicked  Combination 
and  Mountebankry,  deftru£iive  of  all  Religion,  and 
«>f  all  human  Liberty  3  a  Defign  which  none  but  the 
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moft   unrelenting  Tyrants  can  Attempt,  and  whicK 
the  moft  fiiccefsful  Tyranny  can  never  Accomplifh. 

It  is  againft  common  Reafon,  'tis  againft  the  Wif- 
dom  and  Mercy  of  God,  and  indeed  againft  all  his  At- 
tributes, and  very  Eflence^  to  prefume,  that  he  diverts 
himfelf  (All-wife  and  Infallible  as  he  is)  of  his  indifpen- 
fable  Pow^erof  eternal  Rev/ards  and  Punifliments,  which^ 
He  onlyis  able  to  infli£t  and  beftow^  andtransfers  the 
fame  to  any  frail  human  Creature^  fubjedl  to  Gonftant 
Weaknefs,  Paffions,  and  Folly,  as  all  human  Cre^* 
"tures  are.     To  fuppofe  that  he  does  fo,  is  an  Imputa- 
tion of  Wantonnefs  or  Frenzy,,  upon  the  Deity,  as  if 
'he  contrived  to  make  Sport  of  the  Creation,  and  render 
Men  Dupes  and  Slaves  to  one  anotlier  j    as  if  he  de- 
lightedin  exalting  Pride,  and  oppreffing  Innocence  ;  de- 
lighted in  the  Tyranny  and  wicked  Craft  of  One  or  a 
Few;  and  in  theDelufion  and  ValFalage  of  all  the  reft. 
Whom  has  the  Almighty  created  refembling  him- 
"  felf,  able  to  dictate,  without  OppoUtion,  in  his  Name, 
ov  to   exercife  his  infinite  Power,  without  Appeal? 
How  much  the  Popes  are  unlike  him,  or  rather,  hotv^ 
-profanely  m.oft  of  them  have  belyed  him,  and  .how 
'  absolutely  renounced   his  Rules  and  Lav/s,    I    have 
lliewn  in  a  former.     The  beft  of  them  were  Counter- 
'feits,  all  Ufurpers,  afluming   all  Earthly,  indeed   all 
'Heavenly  Power,  to  which  no  earthly  Creature  was 
^equal,  or  indeed  had  any  Pretence.     Did  it  appear  up« 
'  on  their  Eledion,  that  they  had  then  gained  an  Abi- 
.  lity  or  Talent,  which  they  had  not  before,  or  loft  one 
Failing   which    they    had   before?      The   Father   of 
Chriftendom,  the  infallible  Guide  of  Chriftians,  the 
unerring  Vicar  of  Jefus  Chrift,  inftead  of  better  grew 
generally  worfe,  more  addided  to  fmful  Purfuits,  more 
Proud,  more  Unforgiving,    more  Craving,  lefs  Mer- 
ciful, and  lefs  and  lefs  refembled  our  Bleffed  Saviour. 
The   fame  Behaviour,  (ftill  continued,  or  a  worfe) 
inferred  the  fame  Chara6ter  ftill  to  continue,  or  to 
grow  worfe,  and  confequently  the  Vanity  and  extreme 
Igipropriety,  and  even  Forgery  of  iiis  new  Titles. 
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His  Infallibility  was  a  flagrant  Jeft  and  Impofiticn,. 
As  Infallibility  implies  the  prefent  Aid  of  the  Divine 
Spirit,  which  does  not  hefitate,  nor  proceed  by  Exa- 
mination, nor  ftay  for  better  Lights  ;  it  was  plain 
that  the  Pope  had  no  fuch  Aid  5  for  he  always  acSled 
in  Form  in  all  perplexed  Queftions,  called  Ccnfiftories 
from  time  to  time ;  confulted  learned  Men  ;  put  off 
the  Decifion  from  Year  to  Year  ;  fometimes  durft  not 
decide  at  all,  and  fometimes  decided  wrong :  At  leaft, 
the  next  infallible  Head  fhis  Succeflbr)  was  in  the 
Wrong,  by  deciding  it  a  contrary  Way.  For  it  was 
no  new  Thing  for  Pope  to  contradict:  Pope,  and  to 
curfe  one  another,  each  of  them  always  firft  invoking 
the  Holy  Ghoft. 

The  Infallibility  of  Councils  is  equally  ridiculous  $ 
and  fo  were  many  of  their  Decifions,  generally  car- 
ried by  Ballotting,  often  by  Fadion,  fometimes  by 
Fighting ;  the  Members  curfing  and  contradicting  one 
another  y  and  guided,  or  rather  infatuated  and  inflanx** 
ed,  by  the  worft  and  moft  unchriftian  PafEons. 

Infallibility  is  not  to  b^  found  amongflE 
Men ;  it  is  one  of  the  Perfections  of  God,  peculiar 
and  incommunicable  i  whoever  claims  it,  may  with 
the  fame  Crazinefs,  or  from  the  fame  Craft  and  impi- 
ous Purpofe,  claim  Omnipotence.  Whoever  is  fub- 
jed:  to  Sin,  is  fubjedl  to  Error  :  Are  not  all  Men  fub- 
ject  to  Sin  ?  Have  there  been  greater  Sinners  than  the 
Popes  ?  And  are  Offenders  againft  the  Majefty  of 
God,  and  Purity  of  the  Gofpel,  proper  Vehicles  of 
Godlike  Infallibility,  or  proper  Explainers  of  the  Gof- 
pel, of  itfelf  fo  plain  as  to  want  no  Explanation,  at 
leaft  for  Gofpel  End  ;  and  it  is  profaned,  when  wreft- 
ed  to  any  other  !  Who  can  difcover  the  Simplicity  of 
tlie  Gofpel  in  the  various  and  intricate  Grimaces  of 
the  Mafs,  or  any  of  the  meek  Gofpel  Spirit  in  fuch  as 
follow  the  Mafs? 

The  Mafs^  like  the  Whole  of  Popery,  is  invent- 
ed, and  calculated  for  the  Exaltation  and  Profit  of  the 
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Popifh  Clergy,  and  to  bind,  and  blind,  and  plunder 
the  Laity.  What  can  be  added  to  the  Impofture  of 
creating  God  by  c on fe crating  Breads  but  that  it  is  th« 
higheft  Blafphemy  that  ever  fhocked  the  Reafon  of 
Man,  or  gave  the  Lye  to  Demonftration,  and  the 
Five  Senfes  ?  Other  Impoftors  have  devifed  lying 
Genealogies  for  the  Eternal  Being,  related  falfe  Won- 
ders about  him,  pretended  great  Intereft  in  him,  with 
a  Power  to  mollify  or  inflame  him,  and  got  a  good 
Livelihood  out  of  him,  with  fukable  Reverence  from 
Dupes  and  the  Rabble,  and  were  always  ftriving  to 
frighten  fuch  as  they  could  not  perfuade  nor  plague  ;but 
none  of  them  pretended  to  make  the  Deity  by  a  Word. 
To  Popijh  Cheats,  falfly  call'd  Catholics j  the  Gloiy 
hath  been  referved  of  furpafling  the  higheft  Cheats  in 
Paganifm,  as  well  as  the  higheft  Cruelty  and  the  mcft 
extravagant  Forgeries  of  Pagans.  Holy  Lyes  and 
holy  Rage,  generally  found  neceflary  to  fupport  all 
pious  Impoftures,  are  eflentially  fo  to  uphold  the 
greateft  of  all. 

For  a  Creature  to  create  the  Eternal  Creator  of  all 
Things,  is  a  wonderful  Falfliood  to  alTert,  and  impof- 
fible  to  be  believed,  as  it  is  a  Contradiction  too  glaring 
to  be  conceived  by  the  Heart  of  Man,  or  to  be  utter- 
ed by  any  Mouth,  where  the  Mind  k  not  firft  awed 
by  Terrors,  or  intoxicated  by  Delufions,  or  corrupted 
by  Craft.  Can  they  believe  in  God,  who  aflert,  that 
the  One  God  can  be  eaten  Whole  by  Millions,  every 
Day,  can  b-e  created  and  renewed  and  multiplied  daily, 
and  ftill  remain:  One  God  ?  Yet,  with  thefe  Omnipo- 
tent Blafphemers,  it  is  Atheifm  to  deny  hi^  Multiplica- 
tion; fo  that  it  is  at  once  Atheifm.  to  doubt  his  Unity, 
and  Atheifm  to  deny  that  he  may  be  new- created 
every  Hour,  and  a  Box  of  confecrated  Wafers  con- 
tains a  Hoft  of  Gods,  all  one  and  the  fame  God. 
Could  the  Wit  of  Demons  invent  higher  or  more  pro- 
fane Mockery  ?  Nor  would  it  be  higher  Mockery  in  I 
thefe   Ihamekfs  Conjurers  to  pretend   to-  annihilaie 
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their  Creator*  They  might  wreft  a  Text  as  literally 
to  their  Purpofe*  Has  not  our  blefled  Saviour  faid  to 
his  Difciples,  A  little  while  ^  and  ye /hall  not  fee  ?ne  ? 
A  Text  tending  as  much  to  the  Power  of  the  Prieft 
in  unmaking  God,  as  the  other  Text,  from  whence 
they  would  derive  Power  to  ?nake  God. 

What  reafonable  Man,  what  Chriftian  Man, 
would  be  of  a  Church  where  this  is  the  prime  Article 
of  Faith,  and  where  Damnation  is  denounced  againil 
all  who  doubt  it?  Who  would  hear,  much  lefs  follow, 
fuch  dreadful  Guides,  who  maintain  fuch  impious 
Contradi6lions,  and  burn  all  thofe  who  will  not  profefs 
a  facred  Lye  and  Impoffibility,  which  is  an  Affront  to 
the  Deity,  an  Infult  upon  the  Almighty,  or  rather  a 
Denial  of  his  Exiftence  ? 

A  Piece  of  Breads  Bread  to  the  Sight,  Bread  to 
the  Touch,  Tafte,  and  Smell,  becomes  at  once,  in  the 
Logic  of  Priefts,  and  by  their  Legerdemain,  the  Al^ 
mighty  and  hmnutable  God^  and  is  fliced  into  infinite 
Gods :  Though  they  impudently  maintain,  that  they 
believe  no  more  than  One  God  i  yet  would  burn  you 
alive,  if  you  queftion^d  their  Power  and  daily  Pradtice 
of  creating  Gods  without  Number. 

They  pra£tife  the  fame  barefaced  Inconfiftency  in 
their  Treatment  of  Saints^  Male  and  Female ;  fome 
cf  them  Idiots^  many  of  them  Murderers^  moft  of 
them  Mad,  all  unbleft  with  Chriftian  Charity*  They 
fear  and  adore  thefe  Saints  ;  pray  to  thefe  Saints  ;  com- 
pliment thefe  Saints  with  Offerings  and  Divine  Praifes  ; 
afcribe  Divine  Attributes,  Power  and  Miracles  to  thefe 
,  Saints  ;  yet  deny  that  they  worfhip  Saints, 

Methinks  that  Men  thus  danipotent,  poffefs'd 
with  Power  to  Damn  and  Save,  and  enabled  by  the 
Deity  to  make  their  Maker y  fliould  condefcend,  for  the 
Conviction  of  Gainfayers,  to  do  fome  Miracles  of  a 
lower  and  eafter  Nature;  fuch  as  the  creating  a  Fly^ 
or  ordering  a  dead  Infe6i  to  live  ;  fuch  as  animating  a 
,  Cflr^j^,  as  well  as  deifying  a  Wafer  j  ordering  a  com- 
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mon  Lock  to  open,  or  a  common  Door  to  ftiut,  as 
readily  as  they  do  the  mighty  Gates  of  Heaven  and 
Helh^  for  thefe  laft  are  Miracles  which  they  pretend 
to  work  daily. 

They  indeed  tell  us  of  other  Miracles  wrought  by 
their  Saints;  but  we  defire  toy^^  them  wrought.  Nor 
can  they  with  any  Face  complain  of  our  want  of 
Faithj  whilft  we  reafonably  complain  of  Miracles. 
What  lefs  than  Miracles  can  prove  the  miraculous 
Power  which  they  pretend  to  exercife,  their  marvel- 
lous Myfteriesj  and  incredible  Operations  ?  If  they 
can  damn  a  Heretic  by  a  V/ordy  why  not  imprlfoa 
and  punifh  him  by  xh.^  fame  Word?  If  they  can  open 
Heaven  to  a  fuffering  Catholic,  perhaps  imprifoned  for 
the  meritorious  Offence  of  committing  Treafon  for 
'  the  Service  of  the  Holy.  Churchy  agaihft  an  heretical 
State,  why  not  order  the  Prifon  Doors  to  fly  open^ 
to  the  Releafement  of  the  pious  Catholic^  and  to  the 
Confulion  of  his  heretical  Judges  and  Perfecutors? 
Why  not  award  Heretics  to  Death,  by  the  Word  of 
Command,  as  well  as  to  Hell  ?  Why  not  command 
Heretics  to  the  Stake  and  the  Gallows,  or  command 
tlie  Stake  and  the  Gallows  to  burn  or  hang  Heretics  ? 
.  Such  Exertion  of  Pov/er  and  Orthodoxy  would  foon 
.  frighten  Herefy  out  of  the  Land,  and  re-eftabliOi  the 
-  Catholic  Faith,  Unity  and  Revenues,  with  Renown 
and  Triumph. 

A  Famous  Impoftor  amongft  the  Jews^  and  one 
of  their  Mejftahs  (for  the  poor  People  have  had  ma- 
ny, and  none  without  FoUov/ers)  Sabatai  Sevi  by 
Name,  the  Deliverer  of  Ifrael  by  Profeflfion,  under- 
took to  reflore  the  whofe  Nation  to  Canaan^  with  a 
,  high  Hand,  and  heavenly  Power  and  Wonders.  He 
gain'd  eafy  Belief  and  numerous  Adherents,  fome  of 
them,  in  the  Stile  of  Prophets,,  confirming  his  Diving 
Miffion^  and  foretelling  miraculous  Effects  and  Events 
forthwith  to  enfuc.  Great  Commotions  followed  ;  the 
Xurkijh  Divan  was  alarmed,  and  fent  ioxt\iQlmpoJlor: 
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He  was  put  in  Irons,  yet  ftill  aflerted  his  own  Divine 
Charafter  ;  though  he,  who  was  to  releafe  and  re- 
eftablifli  a  Nation,  could  not  releafe  himfelf.  His  be- 
"witched  Followers  too  ftill  believed  in  him,  averred 
what  Miracles  he  wrought,  and  prophefied  that  he 
was  to  dethrone  the  Grand  S£igmory  and  even  to 
drag  him  along  in  Chains.  That  Monarch  ordered  him 
into  his  Prefence,  and  with  Imperial  Brevity  offered 
him  his  Choice,  either  to  work  a  prefent  Miracle, 
or  to  turn  Turk^  or  to  be  impaled  alive.  Sabataiy 
unable  to  comply  with  the  firft,  and  not  liking  the 
third,  made  no  Scruple  of  the  fecond  ;  he  declared 
himfelf  a  Mahometan  without  Hefitatlon,  and  thence* 
forward  laboured  to  convert  the  Jews  to  Mahometifm^ 
a  Change  he  aJledged  necefiarily  previous  to  their  final 
Rejl oration.  As  a  Proof  of  the  ftrange  Force  of  De-  '^  j 
lufion,  his  Followers  ftill  believed  in  him,  even  after 
fuch  open,  fuch  avowed  Apoftafy :  They  faid  &aha~ 
tai  ,was  carried  up  into  Heaven,  and  a  Damon  had 
aflumed  the  Shape  and  white  Hair  of  the  old  Man,  on 
purpofe  to  difgrace  him. 

Transubstantiation  is  the  moft  wonderful 
Miracle  that  ever  was  wrought;  and,  if  it  be  falfe, 
the  pretended  Authors  of  it  are  the  greateft  Impoftors 
that  ever  pretended  to  Miracles,  as  all  Impoftors 
do.  I  would  only  have  fuch  as  pretend  to  maintain 
it,  either  to  abjure  their  daring  Pretences,  or  to  work 
a  fmall  Miracle.  If  they  perform  any  Miracle 
before  competent  Wknejfes^  we  ProteJIants  may 
venture  to  turn  Papijis  :  If  they  can  woi  k  noi^e, 
we  ought  to  expefl:  their  Converfion  to  Prote- 
Jlantifm.  We  have  no  Authority  but  their  Word 
for  the  mighty  Miracle  of  TranfiAbftantiatlon  ;  Hu- 
man Reafon,  and  the  five  Senfes,  whidi  alone  atteft 
and  confirm  ^^^^r  Miracles,  contradid  th'n.  V/e  of- 
fer them  no  painful  Alternative ;  we  csl!  for  no  Im-- 
palings  no  Racks^  nor  Dungeons  ;  tlic  upji  ihefe  be 
thi^ir  iaft  and  moji  conclufive  Argument  t.^  ^^^ 
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N  u  M  b'e  R  V.     The  natural  and  dreadful  Confe- 
quences  attending  the  Succefs  of  the  Rebellion. 

IN  the  mldft  of  all  our  public  Difficulties,  and  tht 
^  Evils  that  threaten  us  (I  hope  only  for  a  fhort 
Time)  it  muft  give  high  Joy,  and  equal  Hopes,  to 
all  Britons  and  Protejlants^  to  behold  fuch  an  uni- 
verfal,  fuch  an  ardent  Spirit  in  Proteftants  and  Britons^ 
upon  th€  prefent  Trial  and  Exigency  ;  with  fuch  a 
glorious  Abhorrence  of  the*  defperate  Attempts,  and 
bloody  Defigns,  of  our  Enemies  abroad  and  at  home. 

The  very  Attempt  to  change  the  Government,  is 
a  Proof  of  the  Excellence  and  Freedom  of  the  Go- 
vernment. If  our  Government  v^ere  w^retched  and 
weak,  and  the  Subjects  opprefled  and  miferable, 
France  would  be  the  firft  to  fupport  an  oppreflive  Go- 
vernment, and  ftrengthen  the  Oppreffion.  As  the  Ad- 
miniftration  is  juft,  and  the  People  free,  France  will 
never  ceafe  plotting  and  labouring  the  Deftruflion  of 
Government  and  People.  If  in  our  prefent  Situation 
we  are  dreadful  to  France  ;  if  we  thwart  her  perfi- 
dious Counfels,  and  cripple  her  Tyranny,  will  not 
France  ftrive  to  difable,  to  enfiave,  and  to  ruin,  her 
capital  and  moft  formidable  Foe  ? 

This  is  her  prefent  Scheme ;  /he  is  purfuing  her 
Interefts,  let  us  purfue  ours  ;  \ifie  fucceed,  we  are 
undone ;  if  we  prevail,  Jhe  is  funk  ;  fhe  muft  truckle 
to  Terms  of  our  impofing  ;  and  thus  humbling  herfelf 
to  her  Neighbours,  whom  fhe  has  long  infulted,  againft 
all  Shame,  and  contrary  to  all  Faith,  fhe  muft  accept 
fuch  a  Peace  as  they  will  grant  her. 

T  o  carry  her  Point,  fhe  chufes  a  Perfon  very  pro- 
per for  her  Purpofes,  if  they  fucceed  ;  but  very  proper 
likewife  to  mar  their  Succefs,  by  letting  us  fee  our  no- 
torious and  alarming  Danger,  in  impofing  upon  us  for 
our  King  a  Nur fling  of  the  Pope,  a  Pupil  oihtr  own, 
bred  in  Romijh  blind  Bigotry,    nurtured   in  all   the 
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Principles  of  lawlefs  Sway  ;  one  deftitute  of  all  Pro- 
perty, fubfifting  by  Food  and  Raiment  from  Franccj 
taught  by  his  Father,  and  his  own  Fate,  to  hate  us ; 
and  now  armed  to  punifh  us,  or  rather  to  deftroy  us. 

It  hath  been  truly  obferved,  that  whoever  comes 
from  Banifliment  to  Sovereignty,  will  exercife  it  with 
infinite  Havock  and  Cruelty  :  He  hath  fuffered  fu- 
preme  Injury,  and  muft  be  fatisfied  with  equal  Ven- 
geance. Whoever  forced  him  out,  or  kept  him  out, 
is  his  rightful  Vi6lim  :  Life  and  Property  are  claimed 
together.  Great  Property  is  always  certai^i  Guilt  in 
the  Eye  of  a  Tyrant  ;  and  it  is  eafy  to  prove  it  forfeit- 
ed, by  calling  the  Owner  a  Traytor  :  What  number- 
lefs  Sacrifices,  what  copious  Forfeitures,  muft  this  de- 
voted Nation  furnifh  out  ?  A  Nation  almoft  all  He^ 
retics  ;  all  Enemies  to  the  Tyranny  of  France^  thence 
all  proper  Objedls  of  Slaughter  and  Bondage  ;  all  ac- 
curfed  by  Rcmey  therefore  worthy  of  Fire  and  Extir- 
pation. 

We  muft  even  pay  France  for  keeping  this  our  E- 
nemy^  for  his  Education,  and  for  all  the  Efforts  made 
for  him  againft  us  ;  for  her  Expence  and  Supplies  in 
the  laj}  Rebellion^  in  the  prefent  Rebellion^  and  ever 
Cnce  the  Revolution ;  pay  her  for  eftablifhing  him  our 
Tyrant^  and  ever  afterwards  as  the  Deputy  of  France: 
For,  if  he  do  not  enflave  us,  he  cannot  reign  over  us  ; 
and  as  he  cannot  enflave  us,  without  the  Power  of 
France^  we  muft  be  Slaves,  in  Reality^  to  France^  in 
Name^  to  her  Viceroy.^  who  will  have  the  Honour  to 
be  the  chief  Slave^  and  confequently  the  moft  Con- 
temptihle^  as  all  are  who  wear  a  Crov/n  by  foreign 
Permiflion,  and  reign  by  Command. 

To  anfwer  all  the  Demands  of  France^  all  his  own 
Demands  (which  will  ftill  be  as  great  and  real,  as  if  he 
were  a  real  Ki?ig)  together  with  the  Demands  of  his 
needy  and  craving  Followers,  who  will  plead  their 
Wants  of  Wealth  and  Land,  as  abundant  Titles  to 
both,  efpecially  when  forfeited  to  the  Ufurper  by  Re- 
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fiftance  and  Herefy ;  all  the  Eftates  and  Treafurc  of 
Heretics  and  Rebels^  will  hardly  fuffice.  Even  the 
Bank  of  England^  and  all  the  public  Funds,  are  all 
juftly  liable  to  Forfeiture,  as  they  were  eftabliflied  to 
keep  him  out,  and  to  fecure  Rebels  and  Heretics  againft 
his  coming  in.  What  can  be  moreobvious,  what  more 
tempting,  to  be  fo  feized,  and  fo  diftributed  ?  What 
more  agreeable  to  the  Maxims  of  France  and  Rome  in 
particular,  and  to  the  Maxims  of  Popifh  and  Arbitrary 
Sway  in  general  ?  The  Church  Preferments,  fo  long 
poffefs'd  by  an  heretical  Clergy,  the  Church-Lands,  fo 
facrilegioufly  ufurped  by  the  heretical  Laity,  Gentry 
and  Nobility,  will  be  hardly  fuificient  to  gratify  the 
Hopes,  and  to  compenfate  the  Merit  of  an  Army  of 
Confejfors^  holy  Men^  who  have  laboured  inceflantly, 
wrote  and  railed,  curfed  the  Heretia^  and  ftarved  for 
above  half  a  Century,  in  the  bleffed  View  of  feeing  an 
bbftinate  Nation  ruined,  as  well  as  damn'd  Proteflants 
in  the  Flames,  and  the  Holy  Church  in  Triumph. 

The  dd  Law^s  muft  likewife  fuccumb  and  bend  to 
Xiew  Mafters.  Who  will  dare  to  hold  up  an  JSf  of 
Parliament  againft  the  Mafs  f  What  Heretic  venture 
to  plead  for  Heretics  ?  What  Proteftant  Lawyer  (if 
any  Proteftants  be  left,  or  one  Proteftant  Law)  will 
venture  to  affront  the  Pope^  or  a  popi/h  Sovereign^ 
by  defending  Liberty,  Law,  and  Conscience,  in  Op- 
pofition  to  Powers  who  hold  Liberty  to  be  Rebellion^ 
Law  to  be  Treafon^  and  Confcience  to  be  Schif7nati^ 
cal  and  Damnable  ;  all  to  be  punifli'd  with  a  high 
Hand,  and  inftantly  rooted  out,  or  crufhed  by  Fire 
and  Sword  ? 

A  Bloody  Hoft  of  Robbers  from  the  V/oods  and 
Bogs  of  Ireland^  Droves  of  Savages  from  the  Rocks 
and  Caverns  of  the  Highlands^  void  of  Letters,  and 
even  of  Humanity,  armed  with  Ignorance,  Brutality, 
and  barbarous  Zeal,  muft  be  turned  into  an  Army,  to 
fecure  a  vir.lent  Eftabliihment  by  Ads  of  Violeiice  ; 
Qasy  Monks,   without  Mercy  or  Knowledge,  muft 
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be  our  Teachers,  to  inftru(9:  us  in  the  Guilt  of  C^r/- 
Jlian  Charity^  and  the  Danger  of  Human  Reafon  :  A 
new  Nobility  of  Upftarts,  Fugitives,  and  Outlaws, 
raifed  from  Obfcurity,  chiefly  known  for  their  Barba- 
rity, original  Macs  and  O'j,  fliall  fwagger  (I  had  al- 
moft  faid  wallow)  in  the  higheft  Stations  and  Digni- 
ties, bear  the  grandeft  Titles,  without  being  able  to 
read  them,  and  fmk  and  defile  them  by  wearing  them« 
The  old  Nobility  muft  htextinguijhed^  or  heg^  or  pe^ 
rijh  ;  or,  which  is  worfe,  be  Converts^  and  feed  up- 
on the  Bounty  of  an  Ufurper,  at  leafl:  fubfift  at  his 
Mercy. 

Such  w^de  and  wafting  Violence,  and  thefe  dread- 
ful Changes,  are  rather  certain  than  improbable.  The 
Invader  knows,  that  all  able,  all  wealthy,  all  difcern^ 
ing  Men  ;  all  fober  and  religious  Men ;  all  who  love 
Liberty  Sacred  and  Civil,  their  Property^  their  Bible^ 
and  their  Confcience^  muft  neceflarily  hat6  his  Perfon, 
and  abhor  his  Education,  his  Principles  and  Depen- 
dencies. They  can  never  be  fafe  till  he  be  defeated  : 
He  can  never  thoroughly  fucceed  till  they  be  thorough- 
ly deftroyed. 

Confusion,  Extirpation,  and  MaflTacre,  are  the 
known,  the  approved,  the  tried  Meafures  of  Popery, 
and  of  popifli  Tyrants.  They  think  that  by  Cruelty 
to  Heretics,  they  do  Service  to  God  and  themfelvcs  : 
The  more  Cruelty  the  more  Service.  This  Principle 
juftifies  all  Rigour  and  Adis  of  Rage  and  Perfidy,  and 
even  confecrates  them  all  as  holy  and  meritorious^ 
Charles  the  IXth  of  France^  in  Obedience  to  the  Dic- 
tates of  his  Faiih^  by  a  long  Train  of  fair  Ufage,  kind 
Words,  and  a  thoufand  CarefTes  to  the  Hugonots^  de- 
luded the  Heads  of  them  to  Paris  ;  where  he  renewed 
and  enlarged  all  his  friendly  Profeffions,  diftinguiftied 
them  as  his  moft  welcome  Guefts  at  the  Wedding  of 
his  Sifter,  betrothed  to  their  Chiefs  the  King  of  Na- 
varre  \  granted  them  manif  Favours,  and  pretended  to 
be  guided  by  the  Counfels  of  their  favourite   Leader, 
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die  celebrated  Admiral  de  ColignL  When  he  had  thus 
drawn  the  Principals  of  the  Religion  together,  and  lulled 
them  into  due  Security  (for  when  they  were  prepared 
and  armed,  a  fmall  Number  of  them  was  dreadful  to 
any  Number  of  their  Enemies)  he  ordered  them  all  to 
be  maffacred  at  once,  upon  a  Signal  given  :  He  was 
himfeif  a  keen  Inftrument  in  the  Maffacre.  The  Ty- 
rant, as  cruel  as  faithlefs,  not  only  animated  and  ap- 
plauded the  moft  eager  Murderers,  but  fhot  from  his 
Window  fuch  of  the  innocent  betrayed  Vidlims  as 
were  like  to  efcape  their  Butchers,  the  raging  Catho- 
lics. The  Carnage  was  purfued  at  the  fame  Hour  all . 
over  France.  An  hundred  thoufand  Proteftants  fell 
Sacrifices  to  the  Moloch  of  Popery,  and  to  the  Maxims  . 
of  French  Tyranny.  The  Pope,  one  of  the  ableft  that 
ever  filled  the  papal  Chair,  but  ftill  a  Pope^  approved 
all  the  bloody  Guilt,  all  the  infernal  Slaughter,  and 
particularly  the  Murder  of  Coligni^  one  of  the  firft 
Heads  in  Chriftendom  for  War  and  Counfel,  but  un- 
pardonably  zealous  for  the  Gofpel  of  Chriji^  and  the 
Rights  of  Me?i, 

In  one  of  the  Croifades  againft  the  JValdenfes^  two 
hundred  thoufand  Souls  in  one  City  were  doomed  at 
once  to  Sword  and  Fire,  though  many  of  them  were 
Papijh,  The  Lay-Commander >^  a  Man  of  great  Qiia- 
lity;  was  for  faving  thofe  of  his  own  Communion  ; 
but  a  Monk^  cnmmiffioned  by  the  Pope,  infiflied  that 
the  Slaugiitcr  fliould  be  general,  and  left  to  God  the 
Care  of  his  own. 

What  was  the  Irljh  Majfacre^  but  an  Effort  of 
Irijb  Papifis  to  reftore  Popery  ?  Popery,  and  the 
Spirit  of  ropery,  is  ftill  the  fame.  King  James^  in 
Ireland^  enabled  the  wild  higotted  Irijh^  the  old  Mur- 
derers in  he  Year  1641,  or  their  murdering  Defcen- 
dants,  univer  ally  to  plunder  the  Pr^^f//^^//^  there,  to 
divert  them  of  Land,  Dwelling,  and  daily  Bread,  and 
to  force  Numbers  of  them  to  ftarve,  or  to  beg  their 
Bread  in  England  and  Scotland.  It  was  natural  to  fear 
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that  the  worft  was  not  paft,  that  the  Lives  of  Prote- 
ftants  would  foon  follow  their  Property,  and  another 
Carnage  would  complete  the  Reftoration  of  Popery^ 
The  King,  who  had  Weaknefs  enough  to  go  fuch 
dreadful  Lengths,  had  Bigotry  enough  (the  moft  mif- 
chievous  Weaknefs  of  all !)  to  have  gone  Lengths  ftill 
more  dreadful,  mad  as  he  was  for  Popery  and  lawlefs 
Power  ;  fince  he  was  perfuaded,  that  they  fupported 
each  other  :  The  only  found  Judgment  which  he  feems 
ever  to  have  made. 

Number  VI.     The  Vtevjs  of  the  Pretender  not  to  ht 
dif gulfed.     His  Defence  an  Infult. 

THE  young  Pretender  is  not  the  lefs  an  Invader 
for  his  coming  accompanied  with  kfew  Per- 
fons.  If  all  that  are  now  about  him  had  come  from 
Abroad  with  him,  he  would  not  have  been  more  an 
Ufurper,  or  they  greater  Enemies.  The  Natives  are 
always  the  greateft  Enemies  to  their  Country,  when 
they  are  Enemies.  The  Turks  are  not  fiercer  Enemies 
to  Chrijiiansy  than  the  Popifb  Irijh  and  the  Popi/h 
Highlanders  are  to  Englijh  Protejiants.  If  they  have, 
befides,  long  fmarted  as  Fugitive s.^  Traitors ^  and  ba- 
nifhed  Outlaws ^  do  they  not  return  v/ith  heightened 
Rage,  with  Vengeance  ftill  more  direful  and  bloody  ? 
Or,  though  they  have  never  been  Abroad,  nor  felt 
the  Punifiiment  and  Ignominy  of  Traitors  ;  yet,  if 
they  have  nourifhed  continual  Rancour  againft  the  Go^ 
vermnenty  been  continually  bent  upon  its  Overthrow, 
and  long  fought  its  Ruin^  are  they  not  habitual  and 
ardent  Foes  to  all  that  love  and  fupport  it  ?  Can  any 
Croud  of  Intruders  from  Abroad  be  conceived  more 
fierce  or  implacable  ?  Could  a  Herd  of  invading  Tar- 
tars  have  proved  more  eager  Thieves,  more  mercilefs 
Butchers  and  Plunderers,  than  the  wild  Clans  follow- 
ing the  Young  Pretender  ?  There  is  one  Good  refult- 
ing  from  all  this  fhocking  Evil  3  namely,  that  it  is  fo 
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Jhocking^  and  that  by  it  he  gives  us  a  Sample  of  hh 
Government^  and  of  his  Notions  of  Govern?nent,  This 
is  fo  glaring,  that  they  who  are  not  alarmed  by  it,  de- 
ferve  the  fliarpeft  Whips,  and  the  heavieft  Chains, 
without  Redemption  or  End. 

Does  he  talk  of  a  Free  Parliament?  Mockery  and 
Infult  !  Never  was  a  more  Free  Parliament  than  ours, 
or  fo  much  Property  in  any  Parliament.  There  are 
feveral  fingle  Members  in  either  Houfe,  able  to  buy 
every  Follower  he  has,  with  all  their  Chiefs.  I  could 
name  to  him  the  Lady  of  one  Member,  who  has  more 
Wealth  upon  her  Toilet  than  would  cloathe  his  Ar- 
my, much  better  than  they  now  are,  after  all  their 
boundlefs  Plunder. 

What  EngUJh  County^  or  even  what  fmall  Bo'^ 
roughs  would  own  him^  or  his  Writ^  or  chufe  a  Man 
fit  for  his  Purpofc  ?  He  can  have  no  Profpefl  of  any 
Parliament^  but  a  Parliament  of  Highland- Robbers^ 
or   Irijh   Rapperees^  at  beft  fuch   as  they  fhall  choofe 
and  admit.     What  Parliament  can  he  poffibly  have, 
but  a   Parliament  like  his  Army,  compofed  of  Indi- 
geniSy  Outlaws^  and   Savages  F  What  other  Parlia- 
Tuent   would  ferve  his  Turn  ?  He  cannot  but  fee   the 
Dread  and  Antipathy  of  the  Nation,   flaming  fiercely 
from  every  Corner  of  it  againft  him  :  Yet  he  has  the 
Modefty  and  Confiftency  to  talk  of?  a  new  Parliament. 
The  whole  Nation  are  his  Enemies,  except  fome  un- 
natural Defperadoes^  in  it;  nor  can  /^^  ever  hope   for 
any  Parliament  but  a  Parliatnent  of  Defperadoes^  fuch 
as  the  Nation   will  never  choofe.     Does  he  mean  to 
have  a  Free  Parliament   chofen  by  Force  ?   This  was 
the  Scheme  of  his  pretended  Grandfather  ;  who,  like 
a  true  Tyrant^  robbed  the  Ele^ors  of  their  Charters^ 
and  filled  them  with  Creatures  of  his  own  :  But  even 
his  own  Creatures^  abhorring  his  Religion  and  his  Tj- 
ramiy^  abandoned  the  Bigot  and  the  Tyrant.    Is  better 
to  be  hoped  from  this  profcribed  Invader  ? 

Parlia- 
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Parliaments,  he  knows,  found  charmingly  to 
Englifl)  Ears  \  and  therefore  tries  with  that  Sound  to 
charm  Englijhmen  :  But,  whilft  they  have  the  Thing 
itfelf,  they  will  not  be  mocked  with  the  Grimace,  and 
mere  Sound, 

He  comes  from  Rome^  to  proteft  the  EngUJh 
Church  5  from  France^  to  defend  EngUJh  Lilerty  ;  a 
Papift,.  to  proteft  Proteftants.  Can  there  be  greater 
or  more  infulting  Drollery  ?  We  enjoy  more  Liberty 
than  any^  than  all  the  Nations  of  the  Earth  ever  en- 
joy'd,  now  or  heretofore.  We  enjoy  Religion  m 
higher  Perfeftion  than  ever,  becaufe  every  Man  enjoys 
his  ov^n  Religion,  The  Church  is  more  fccure  than  ever, 
becaufe  her  Sons  do  not  difgrace  her  by  feeking  to  per- 
fecute  Dijfenters^  nor  endanger  her  by  the  falfe  fa£lious 
Cry  of  her  Danger.  His  Majefty  protects  Property^ 
and  defends  the  Laws  ;  his  Subjects  love  and  truft 
him.  Never  were  tliere  known  fuch  ardent,  fucli 
aitive  Proofs  of  popular  Confidence  in  a  Prince. 

Here  is  a  Syjietn  of  national  Felicity,    a  Sy/lem 
unparallcl'd  thjroughout  the  World  f  A  Change  from 
this  Syjiem  implies  a  Fall  to  final  Mifery  and  Deftruc- 
tion.^     The  Bait  of  a  new  Parliament  is  an  old  Snare, 
the  Cant  of  a  Pretender.    His  Religion  and  Principles 
(Popijh  and  Arbitrary)  are  our  Dread  and  Jbomina" 
tion  :  He  is    a  Stranger  in  his  Perfon  ;  his  Counfelkrs 
and  Exiles  are  Jiarving  and  defperate  Outlaws ;  his 
Meafures  are  barbarous  ;  his  Soldiers  are  Savages,    If 
be  regarded  ParliamentSy  he  would  have  ftaid  till  the 
Parliament  hzdfent  for  him*    He  has  intruded  againft 
the  Voice  of  Parliament^  and  of  the  Nation^  the  loud 
and   repeated    Voice   of    both;     He    tramples  upon 
Law  J  he  plunders  Property  y  he  imprifons  and  executes^ 
Men^  he  commits  univerfal  Spoils  yet  talks  of  Right ; 
he  profanes    the  Name  of  Authority^  and  jefts  with 
that  of  Parliament.     Did    his  pretended  Grandfather 
love  Parliaments  ?    Would  he  be  advifed  by  Parlia^ 
mmts  f  Or  did  he  keep  his  Oaths  to  Parliaments  ? 

C  a  His 
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His  very  Claim,  the  Claim  of  Defcenty  is  a  Defi- 
ance of  Farllameni^  and  Lazv^  and  Oaths.  If  the  Par- 
liament can  exclude  one  King,  and  choofe  another, 
then  is  iiis  Claim  by  Blood  a  Bawble  ;  nay,  'tis  Trea^ 
fon  agaiiifl:  the  Coii/litution,  But,  if  that  Claim  pre- 
vail, then  there  is  an  End  of  Parliaments^  and  a  Man 
may  deilroy  a  Nation,  bccaufe  he  is  called,  or  calls 
himfelf.  King  of  it,  or  becaufe  his  Ancejlors^  nay,  be- 
caufe  his  preteuded  xA^nceftors,  w^ere  Kings  of  it.  If  no 
Difqualification  can  difable  him,  then  a  Perfon  unfit 
ior  the  loive/i  Office  in  Life  is  fit  for  the  highejl  \  one 
that  is  dumb  may  utter  Laws  \  a  deaf  Man  may  lijien 
to  Counfel,  and  hear  Petiiions  \  a  frantic  Enthufiaji 
iT»ay  disrate  in  Religion  ;  and  an  Idiot^  or,  which  is 
worfe,  a  wilful  and  perjured  Tyrant,  may  govern  the 
State, 

Such  is  his  latent  Claim  \  it  muft  be  fuch  ,  and  he 
dare  neither  give  it  up,  nor  explicitly  afi^ert  it.  The 
Parliament y  many^  all  Parliaments  have  fettled  the 
Succefp^on^  as  it  is  now  fettled  ;  forced  to  do  fo  by  the 
Perfidy^  the  Bigotry-,  the  Frenzy  and  Tyranny  of  his 
pretended  Grandfather,  Yet  he  mocks  thofe  that  wiJl 
be  mocked,  with  an  Appeal  to  Parliament,  He 
does  not,  he  dares  not  defcribe  what  fort  of  Parlia- 
ment he  means,  how  chofen,  and  how  principled  ; 
neither  need  he  defcribe  it  ;  we  can  guefs  his 
Meaning  :  he  muft  either  have  no  Parliament^  or  one 
worfe  than  none.  In  the  Members,  a  defperate  For-- 
iune^  and  an  irnplacable  Spirit ^  wall  be  the  firjl  Qua- 
lification ;  blind  Bigotry^  the  next ;  and  an  abandoned 
SubmiiTion  to  his  Will,  the  laft  and  greateft,  recom- 
mended by  the  other  two. 

S  o  that,  whether  he  fhould  hzYQ  fuch  a  Parliament, 
or  no  Parliament,  there  will  be  an  End  of  genuine 
Parliaments.  And  then — w^hat  follows  ?  Afk  him,  and 
he  will  not  tell  you :  But  I  will,  and  all  Men  may 
guefs  ;  even  whatever  he  pleafes^  final  Bondage^  and 
5)e  InquifitiQ?!^  Monks  and  Fraud  triumphant,  Con* 
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fcieme  opprefs'd,  the  5/^^/^  banifli'd.  Popery  and  Flames 
in  Fadiion,  and  Protcjiants  burned,  or  their  Bodies 
fecured  at  the  Expence  of  their  Faith^  and  their  5<32//y. 
Here  is  a  Catalogue  of  Woes,  dreadful  ones,  yet  not 
all.  Behold  them,- .Br//^;zx,  abhor  them,  and  prevent 
them. 

A  Popish  Government^  and  a  P rotejl ant  P aril a^ 
ment^  are  a  Contradidion  :  They  are  Fire  and  Wa- 
ter to  each  other.  A  Popijh  Parlta?nent  m  a  Pro- 
iejlant  Country^  is  equally  impoffible.  Will  he  de- 
clare himfelf  a  Protejiant  ?  He  dares  not.  Nor  fliall 
we  believe  liim,  if  he  do.  The  moii  furious  Papljis 
are  his  keeneji  Emljfarles^  the  moft  adlive  to  pcifon 
and  pervert  Protejiants  :  The  grojfejl  Papljis^  almoil 
Savages,  are  armed  for  hrm^  and  for  our  Deftrudion. 

Are  thefe  Tokens  of  his  being  a  Protcjiantj  or 
inclined  to  be  ?  His  pretended  Grandfather  long  feign- 
ed himfelf  a  Proteftant  :  His  pretended  Grand  Uncle 
carried  on '  the  Fraud  io  his  Death.  Both  of  them 
continually  nurtured  Popery^  and  betray'd  the  Pro- 
iefiants.\  one  of  them  openly  attempted  their  De- 
ftruftion. 

We  have  already  a  Proteftant  Klng^  one  of  our 
own  feeking  and  approving,  never  iufpedled  of  Popery^ 
or,  of  any  Frauds  or  of  any  Equivocation  ;  his  P/o- 
geny  all  Proteftant s  by  Principle  and  Education :  Sliall  "* 
we  rifk  a  defperate  Change^  becaufe  the  young  Pre- 
tender talks  civilly^  and  makes  Promlfes  ?  Are  not 
all  his  Actions  lawlefs,  moft  of  them  barbarous  ?  And 
is  Succefs  likely  to  mend  fuch  a  wild  lawlefs  Adven- 
turer ?  He  labours  to  be  Mafter  by  Violence.  What 
he  gains  by  Violence,  he  muft  keep  by  Violence; 
and  can  never  be  fafe,  till  all  Men  be  undone,  till 
Will  determine  Law^  and  the  Sword  decide  Pro^^ 
perty. 

Such  is  thy  threatened  Fate,  O  England!  Roufe^ 

and  extirpate  the  Parricides  that  threaten  it.     The 
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Spirit  of  the  Nation  hath  loudly  difplayed  itfelf,  and 
glorloujly  from  Sea  to  Sea,  with  noble  Ardor  and  Dif-* 
dairiy  againft  a  wanton  Intruder y  againft  Savage  Trai-^ 
iorsy  and  a  Rebellion  unprovoked.  What  remains  but 
to  nourifh  and  purfue  that  glorious  Spirit  ?  The  Al- 
ternative is  fhort.  To  fave  all^  or  to  lofe  allj  To  de- 
Jlroy^  or  be  dejiroyed. 

In  my  next,  I  fhall  illuftrate  and  confirm  all  that  I 
have  here  advanced,  by  an  Example  out  of  the  Hif- 
tory  of  England. 

Number  VIL  The  Norman  Invafton^  how  fanguU 
nary  and  fatal  to  England.  The  Invader  how 
faithlefs  and  barbarous  to  Englifhmen. 

T  N  the  follovi^ing  Extrafts  from  the  Reign^  or  ra* 
ther  the  Ufurpation  and  Tyranny  of  William  the 
Norman^  we  have  a  Specimen  of  what  may  as  rea- 
sonably be  dreaded  from  the  Pretender  (either  old  or 
young)  who,  like  the  other  Invader,  claims  an  airy 
fi^itious  Rights  and  would  aflert  it  by  Force^  againft 
Law  and  Religion ;  and,  to  enjoy  it,  would  mak© 
three  Kingdoms  perjur'd  Slaves  or  Viflims. 

WILLIAM  the  Norman^  improperly  call'd  Cofi'^ 
queror^  invaded  England  at  the  Head  of  Forces  mix'd 
and  collefted  from  many  Countries,  moft  of  them 
needy  Adventurers,  allured  by  Promifes  of  Plunder 
and  Settlements  in  this  Kingdom,  which,  when  fub- 
dued,  was  to  be  turned  into  Spoil,  and  parted  amongft 
the  Spoilers,  with  proper  Preference  and  Allotment  ta 
the  principal  Spoiler.  It  was  an  Attempt  as  defperatc 
as  wicked ;  and  they  might  all  have  probably  perifli- 
ed  in  it,  though  they  were  viiSlorious  at  firft,  had  not 
the  Clergy  deferted  the  Common  Caufe,  and  bro- 
ken their  Engagement  to  the  Nobility  and  the  Lon- 
doners^  purely  to  make  early  Court  to  the  Ufurper^ 
and  to  gain  proper  Advantages  to  themfelves, 
vvhatever   became   of  the  reft.     The  Cafe^  I   blefs 
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God,  is  different  now,  and  we  have  a  different  Clergy,-, 
who  being  convinced,  that  they  have  a  common  In- 
tereft  with  the  Laity  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  join* 
cordially  with  them,  and  have  borne  an  illuitrious 
Teftimony  againft  unnatural  Rebels  and  barbarous 
JJfurpation, 

Yet,  with  all  the  Advantage  of  this  fatal  Defection, 
he  could  never  have  fucceeded,  had  he  not  fabmiited 
to  Conditions.  He  found  himfelf  encompafled  with 
fo  many  Diftreffes,>  and  ftill  threatened  with  fo 
many  more,  that,  to  prevent  Fafuine^  and  to  di- 
vert tht  continual  Demands  of  his  Followers^  h^  a  greed 
to  Terms^  the  more  readily,  as  he  intended  to  ke^p 
none.  He  fv/ore  to  the  is//^///?;,  upon  receiving  the 
Crown  from  them^  to  prejerve  all  their  Laws  and 
Liberties,  He  added  many  magnificent  Prcmi fes, 
which,  with  his  fairBebaviour,  difpofed  them  frankly 
to  truft  him. 

His  Deceit  lafted  not  long,  but  gave  way  to  his 
immte  Appetite  for  Power,  and  to  his  devouring  Ava^ 
rice.  He  had  another  conftant  Stimulation  to  roband^ 
opprefs,  from  the  reftlefs  Difcon tents  and  Importuni*- 
ties  of  his  Comrades  in  the  Ufurpation^  calling  upon 
him  for  Donatives  and  Gratifications^^  boldly  pleading 
their  ?nany  Wants  and  ?nany  Services^  together  with 
his  Pro?nifes  ^nd  Treaty,  with  them.  To  anfwer  alll 
their  Demands,  and  all  hisown,  he  had  no  other  Re- 
fource  but  to  rob  the  Eiigli/h^  ^.niyhy  perjuring  him- 
felf to  them  J  be  able  to  keep  his  Faith  with  his  Bro-- 
ther  Robbers  ;  befides,  he  took  Tyranny  to  be  his  beft 
Policy,  to  difable  the  Opgreffed  from  avenging  their 
Oppreffion. 

This  is  the  eternal  Overfight  and  falfe  Craft  of 
Tyrants ;  as  if  a  People  wealthy  and  well  proteited- 
(Bleffings  that  naturally  difpofe  them  to  be  content) 
were  more  to  be  feared  by  their  Proteitor^  than  a- 
People  plundered  and  dcfperate.  The  Dread  of  law- 
•kfs  Power  may  reduce  the  Bodies  of  Men^  perhaps - 
C  5  thdr- 
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their  Lips,  to  acquiefce ;  but  their  Spirits  will  remain' 
the  more  ulcerated  and  implacable. 

It  is  plain,  that  William  the  Norman  came  into 
England  a  determined  Enemy  to  the  Englijh.  He  was 
in  his  own  Nature  a  Tyrant^  as  almoft  all  that  aim  at 
Conqiieft  are,  and  engaged  by  CompaSf  to  exercife 
cndlefs  Tyranny  :  Yet  he  fwore  and  promifed,  and 
made  fair  Profeflions  ;  talked  of  his  pretended  TitUy 
and  Kindred  .to  the  Throne^  and  referred  all  his  Pre- 
tenfions  to  the  Dccifions  of  the  Englijh^  in  other 
Words,  to  a  Free  Parliament^  who  to  be  fure  muft 
aft  from  pure  Conviction  with  Norman  Swords  at 
their  Throats. 

He  v/as  obliged  to  impoverifli  the  whole  Nation  to 
gratify  thofe,  who,  upon  that  Condition  only,  joined 
with  him  in  invading  the  Nation.  His  Courfe  of 
Reigning  was  therefore  naturallv  a  Courfe  of  Plunder, 
and  of  Cruelty  to  fuch  as  dared  to  complain  of  being 
plundered  :  Complaint  v/as  a  Proof  of  Difaffedlion, 
and  the  Complainers  were  hanged  as  Traitors.  The 
firfi:  7"ax  that  he  raifed  was  opprcilive  and  arbitrary, 
and  levied  wich  all  the  Exceffes  of  Rigour  :  the  whole 
contrary  to  his  Oath.  The  Motives  for  it  were  equal- 
ly odious,  as  it  was  for  Money  to  pay  his  Confederate 
Spoilers ;  a  doleful  Reafon  to  the  poor  Natives  :  Yet 
all  this  was  not  the  worft  :  He  had  fuch  Contempt 
for  his  Honour  and  his  Oath,  as  well  as  for  his  Sub- 
jects, that  not  a  Farthing  of  this  terrible  Tax  was  paid 
to  the  Normans^  though  for  them  only  he  avowed  to 
have  raifed  it.  He  kept  the  v/hole  to  himfelf,  as  a 
Frmd  againft  the  miferahle  People  from  V/hom  he  had 
fqueez'd  it ;  miferahle  indeed,  thus  mocked  and  drain- 
ed, yet  liable  to  be  again  equally  drained,  upon  the 
fame  Pretence. 

PIiTHERTO  he  had  robbed  them  but  in  Part :  He 
next  proceeds  to  ftrip  them  to  the  Skin,  upon  a  Charge 
againft  them,  founded  upon  downright  Impudence, 
namely,  their  Adherence  to  their  late  lawful  FJngj 
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Harold  the  Second^  when  they  had  no  other  to  adhere 
to.  Had  that  brave  Prince  been  alive,  x\\q  Englijh 
Throne  would  not  have  been  defiled  by  the  rough 
JVilliam^  who  had  no  Peace  whilft  the  Englijh  had 
any  Land  :  No  Argument  will  do  againft  a  naked 
Sword.  He  feized  a  great  Number  of  Eftates,  with 
as  little  Ceremony  as  Mercy. 

When  by  this,  and  every  furious  Opprefiion,  he 
had  made  the  miferable  Nation  ftark-mad,  his  next 
Step  was  to  punilh  them  for  being  fo.  He,  therefore, 
belides  infinite  Vengeance,  corporal  and  capital,  at 
once  feized  into  his  own  Hands  all  Baronies,  and  all 
Fiefs  ot  the  Crown,  whatfoever.  Thus  he  reduced 
all  the  Nobility  and  Landholders  in  England  to  Na- 
kednefs  and  want  of  Bread.  Their  Mifery,  which 
feem'd  complete,  had  yet  a  heavy  Aggravation,  and 
they  had  another  jhocki?ig  Scene  to  behold :  Their 
Eftates  were  granted  to  tht  Favourites  and  Cha?n- 
pions  of  the  Ufurper,  defpcrate  Adventurers^  and  the 
_  needy  Hunters  of  Fortune. 

These  Upjlarts  and  Spoilers  were  incredibly  ex- 
alted. Some  of  them  rioted  in  the  Revenues  of  Vv^hole 
Counties  ;  many  of  them  counted  their  Manors  by 
Hundreds.  Others  were  made  Lords  of  Cities^  others 
Proprietors  of  great  Towns  ;  the  reft  commanded 
Jirong  Forts  and  Cajiles^  now  purpofely  built  to  in- 
fure  the  everlajiing  Bondage  of  the  wretched  Englijh^  -% 
All  thefe  lofty  Upjlarts  had  it  now  in  their  Option  to 
ftarve,  or  to  feed,  the  genuine  Lords  and  Owners  ;  I 
mean,  fuch  of  them  as  the  cruel  Mercy  of  the  Invader 
had  left  to  live  bereft  of  Dignity  and  Bread, 

These  new  Lords,  governed  by  the  Maxims  and 
Spirit  of  their  Mafter,  admitting  none  to  hold  under 
them  but  their  own  Adherents,  England  was  in  a  di- 
re6l  Way  to  lofe  its  Name,  which  vv^as  abfurdly  de- 
rived from  any  Number  of  Slaves  and  Beggars. 

THIS  wonderful  Revolution  of  Ranks  and  Property^ 
fo  univerfal  and  fg  fudden,  as  hardly  to  be  matched 
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in  any  Country,  under  any  Tyrant,  upon  any  Pro- 
vocation,  contrafted  frefh  Guilt  and  Horror  from  the 
injidious  Behaviour  of  the  TJ fur  per  juft  before  It 
was  unufuallyy^,  and  tYtn  fatherly.  He  feemed  to 
affe£l  Popularity.  He  had  relaxed  the  fevere  Exercife 
of  Power,  recalled  Exiles y  releafed  Prifoners\  fhewn 
Tendernefs  to  the  Englijh^  and  puniflied  the  infolent 
Norfnans,  He  had  again  talked  of  calling  a  Free 
Parliamenty  and  even  aflembled  from  all  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  fuch  Men  of  Note  for  Quality  and  Know- 
ledge as  were  fitteft  to  acquaint  him  with  the  national 
Ciijioms  and  Laws. 

This  Change  of  Behaviour  in  him  cheated  the 
poor  EiigUJh^  and  recovered  the  Tyrant  their  Hearts* 
In  him  it  was  all  a  faithlefs  Feint^  the  EfFeft  of  his 
prefent  Dread  from  an  adual  Invafion  in  the  North,. 
from  Denmark*  As  foon  as  he  had  bribed  away  that 
Peril,  by  Money  to  the  Danijh  General,  he  ftrait  re- 
turned to  his  Rage,  heiglitened  by  this  laft  Danger. 
Befides  all  the  human  Vitlims  to  h's  Fury,  he  vented 
it  upon  Buildings  and  the  SoiL  In  the  beft  Part  of 
the  Norths  for  Sixty  Miles  together,  he  fpread  Defo- 
lation  fo  complete,  that  in  all  that  Traft  not  a  Tree 
or  Shrub  was  left ;  not  a  Houfe  or  Church,  nor  Sub- 
fiftence  for  Man  or  Beaft.  He  was  indeed  leaft  mer- 
ciful to  fuch  as  he  did  not  forthwith  deftroy,  but  left 
to  the  Pangs  of  Famine^  to  feek  Relief  from  Carrion^ 
from  the  moji  loathfome  Infers  and  Vermin^  and  from 
thQ  Flejh  of  one  another^  till  they  at  laft  expired,  be- 
reft of  that  horrible  Food.  The  whole  Region  was  con- 
verted into  fo  abfolute  a  Defert,  that  for  many  Years 
together  the  Marks  of  the  Plough  were  not  feen  in  it. 

Wh  e  n  William  had  as  it  were  extinguiftied  the  1 
Englijh  Nobility  and  Landholders^  he  extended  his  fa- 
vage  Scheme  to  the  Englijh  Clergy^  defpifing  their 
Privilegesy  trampling  upon  their  Charters^  and  fub- 
jeding  them  to  what  Burdens  he  pleafed.  Where 
Ihey  fubmittedj  he  ufed  them  like  Slaves^  and  half- 
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ftarved  them  ;  where  they  aflerted  their  Rights^  he 
treated  them  like  Traitors^  ftripped  them  of  their  Free-' 
holds,  and  put  Normans  in  their  room.  Moft  of  the 
Army  too  was  quartered  upon  them.  He  caufed  all 
religious  Houfes  to  be  fearched^  and  feized  all  the 
Wealth  in  them  j  for  That  was  what  he  wanted^ 
though  he  pretended  to  look  for  concealed  Rebels  and 
Traitors.  It  proved  a  lucrative  Search  to  him,  as  he 
fpared  nothing  that  was  valuable,  the  rich  Ornaments 
of  their  Saints  and  Shrines,  their  mally  Plate,  nor  any 
of  their  precious  Furniture,  however  confecrated  to 
holy  Purpofesr 

With  all  this  Outrage  upon  Clergymeriy  he  had  no 
Averfion  to  the  Clergy.  For,  like  many  other  cruel 
Men,  he  was  a  great  Bigot,  full  of  Reverence,  and 
even  of  Liberality,  to  Monks.  William  hated  the 
Englijh  Clergy  becaufe  they  were  EngUjhmen  (juft  as 
any  Popijh  Tyrant  will  always  hate  Englijh  ProtC'- 
Jiants).  His  Hatred  and  Miftruft  of  them  was  fo  ex- 
ceffive,  that  by  Juggling  with  the  Pope  (the  Father 
and  Encourager  of  all  Mifchief  and  Impiety)  he  pro* 
cured  his  Confent  to  deprive  all  the  obnoxious  Digni'* 
taries  at  a  Blow.  Some  he  banifned,  others  he  /?w- 
prifonedy  and  fupplied  all  the  Vacancies  with  Stran^ 
gers,  Creatures  of  his  owny  or  of  the  Pope. 

Such  was  the  Return  which  he  made  to  the  Eng-^ 
lift)  Clergy,  for  their  early  Submiffion  to  him  and  their 
Treachery  to  their  Country.  A  different  Spirit,  be- 
caufe a  different  Religion,  actuates  our  modern  Cler^ 
gy,  who  oppofe  the  Advances  of  a  Foreign  Yoke  and 
Foreign  Superjiition,  with  true  Englijh  Courage  and 
true  Protejiant  ZeaL 

His  whole  Reign  was  a  Series  of  Robbery  and 
Cruelty.  He  was  fo  Angularly  abhorred,  that  when 
a  whole  Army  of  Confpirators  was  formed  to  deftroy 
him,  not  a  ftngle  Confpirator  was  found  to  inform 
him  of  his  Danger.  He  faw  it  before  he  heard  of  it, 
and  bad  no  Refource  but  to  cffer  them  their  own 
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Teryns^  and  implicitly  fubmitted  to  the  Meaneji.  He 
owned  all  their  Reproaches  to  be  juft,  condemned 
himfelf  and  all  his  barbarous^  fatthlefs  Tyranny^  fo- 
lemnly  promifed  a  thorough  Reformation^  and  gave 
them  his  Soul  for  a  Pledge.  He  took  an  awful  Oathy 
upon  the  Holy  Gofpel,  and  exprefly  fubmitted  to  be 
damned^  if  he  failed,  for  the  future,  to  rule  accord- 
ing to  the  known  Laws  of  England. 

Thus  he  ftripped  them  of  their  Fears^  as  he  did 
the  credulous  Fools  their  Followers  of  their  Weapons  \ 
the  only  avenging  Devils  that  he  dreaded.  The 
Leaders  broke  their  Army,  againft  all  Senfe,  and  he 
his  Oath,  againft  all  Confcience  and  Shame.  Nay, 
his  Oath  did  but  whet  his  Vengeance,  They  who  had 
been  the  Wiineffes  and  Depofitories  of  hisfacramcntal 
Engagement,  firft  felt  his  Perjury  and  Revenge^  and 
he  purfued  the  Slaughter  with  profufe  Barbarity ^ 
which  was  more  bitterly  felt  by  fuch  whom  h^Jlarv 
ed  in  Dungeons  and  Exile^  than  by  thofe  whom  he 
only  butchered.  The  Mafjacre  was  extenfive  and  un- 
relenting. This  was  rafli  Rage  againft  true  Policy. 
A  Prince  who  a6ts  like  a  Deftroyer,  is  in  perpetual 
Danger  of  being  deftroyed.  IVilUam  had  one  conftant 
Encouragement  to  the  blackeji  Perjury  and  Tyranny^ 
the  Pope^s  Warrant  and  Abfolution :  A  Confideration 
worthy  of  the  Thoughts  and  Abhorrence  of  all  Eng^ 
lijhmen  at  this  Day  ! 

His  conftant  Perfidy,  Oppreffion  and  Cruelty,  be- 
got more  Confpiracies,  and  thefe  frefh  Barbarity  and 
Carnage.  Sufpicion  was  a  Proof  of  Guilt,  and  whom- 
foever  he  difliked,  he  fufpe£led ;  fo  that  having  Cri- 
minals without  Number,  he  made  ViSfims  without 
Mercy.  Hanging  was  the  gentleft  Punijhment:  To  be 
banijhed  and  Jlarved  was  accounted  a  Favour,  Num- 
lers  perifhed  in  loathfome  Dungeons  :  Many  had  their 
Eyes  pulled  out;  many  had  their  Feet  and  Hands 
lopped  off:,  and  both  Sorts  were  left  with  the  Burden 
of  Lfe^  and  Carcaffes^  without  Organs  to  guide  and 
fupport  Life.  Afte^ 
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After  he  had  long  waded  in  Blood,  filed  all  the 
bcft,  and  thinned  the  Nation,  at  leaft  of  its  EngUJh 
Inhabitants,  he  fet  hinifelf  to  accumulate  Money,  and 
fpared  no  Oppreilion,  nor  Device  to  opprefs.  It  was 
a  Courfe  not  of  Taxing  and  ColleSfing^  but  of  Rapine 
and  Grinding.  He  had  got  a  Kingdom  by  Robbery 
and  Slaughter,  and  afterwards  intenfely  and  eagerly 
purfued  the  Trade.  He  came  to  the  Kingdom  by 
Force  and  Treachery^  and  he  ruled  it  as  he  got  it. 
Neither  did  the  confuming  Tyranny  ceafe  with  him  : 
His  Son  Rufus  was  rather  worfe  than  he^  indeed,  a 
wolfijh  Tyrant.  Several  of  xh^  fame  Line  were  as  bad. 
They  claimed  the  Kingdom  as  their  Property^  and  a 
Right  to  it  from  Conqiieji.  It  had  been  much  the 
fame  thing  to  the  Nation,  had  they  claimed  it  by  Z)/- 
vine  Right ^  only  the  latter  mull  be  owned  better  cal- 
culated for  Delulion  and  Tyranny,  as  it  carries  a  more 
awful  Sounds  and  derives  itfelf  from  Heaven*  We 
know  what  dreadful  Conclufiom  were  forged  for  unli-' 
mi  ted  Servitude^  during  the  arbitrary  Times  when  it 
was  in  Falhion  here. 

God  and  his  Majefty  defend  us  from  fuch  Times, 
and  from  all  fuch  as  would  revive  them  ! 

P.  S.  In  this  Character  of  William^  called  the  Con- 
queror, I  have  taken  the  FacJts  and  Circumftances  as 
I  found  them  in  Hiftory  ;  fo  far  am  I  from  inventing 
either,  to  ferve  any  Purpofe  of  my  own.  That  he  is 
not  generally  feen  in  fo  black  a  Light,  I  conceive  to 
be  owing  to  the  favourable  Account  given  of  him  by 
Sir  William  Temple  \  a  Performance  unworthy  of  fo 
able  and  candid  a  Writer, 

Number  VIII.  The  curious  Speech  of  a  Fugitive 
Proteflant-Popifh- Jacobite  Priejl  to  Lewis  the 
Well-beloved. 

'Tp  H  E  following  Speech  in  French  is  handed  about 
/*    in  MS.  at  Paris^  and  commended  for  its  Smart- 
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nefs  and  Eloquence.  His  Excellence  Mynheer  Van 
Hoey  has  fent  a  Copy  of  it  to  the  Hague  :  An  impor- 
tant Piece  of  Intelligence  from  fuch  an  able  Hand  :  A 
Friend  of  mine  having  tranfmitted  a  Tranfcript  of  it 
to  me,  I  think  it  well  worth  the  Perufal  of  Englijh- 
Readers.  In  order  to  be  quite  exa£t  in  my  Tranfla- 
tion  of  it,  I  have  even  preferved  fome  Gallicifms^  that 
none  of  the  Pith  and  Scope  of  fo  curious  a  Piece  might 
be  loft. 

Mr.  KELLY,  the  Nonjuror y  Secretary  to  the  lati 
Bijhop  Atterbury,  now  Envoy  from  the  Young 
Pretender  in  Scotland  to  the  King  of  France,  his 
Speech  to  that  Monarch. 

SIRE, 
T  HAVE  the  Honour  to  wait  upon  your  Majeflr 
•*•  from  my  Royal  Mafter,  the  Prince  Regent^  and 
am  fuily  inftrudted  by  him  (your  Minifters,  Sire,,  have 
feen  my  Inftrudtions)  to  difplay  to  your  Majefty  what 
a  profound  and  lively  Senfe  he  fofters  in  iiis  princely 
Heart,  of  your  generous  Friendfliip  to  him/elf 'dud  hi^^ 
Caufe ;  of  your  bountiful  and  feafonable  Afliftance , 
and  of  your  Cordiality  in  continuing  to  affift  him  , 
AiTiftance,  Sire^  fo  fignal  and  fuccefsful,  as  to  have 
raifed  him  from  a  forfaken  Wanderer^  to  command 
an  Army,  to  the  Poiieffion  of  almojl  all  oyie  King- 
dom, and  to  the  fair  Hopes  of  another. 

His  R.  H!.  Sire,  is  fo  paffionately  penetrated  with 
a  Spirit  of  Gratitude  towards  your  Majefty,  his  gra* 
cious  Benefactor  and  Founder^  that  he  ardently  longs 
to  publifh  his  Gratitude  to  your  Majefty  before  the 
Face  of  the  whole  World,  by  returning  you  your  dwn 
Gift  again,  and  laying  his  Crown  at  your  Feet,  A 
Title  to  it  he  had  before,  but,  at  beft,  difputed,  al- 
ways ineffectual :  Your  Majefty,  Sire^  in  giving  him 
jPaffeJJion^  lias,  as  it  were,  fubftantially  purchafed  the 
V^itU  to  yourfelf    His  higheft  Ambition  will  be,  to 
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have  the  Honour  to  wear,  for  your  Majejlfs  XJfe^  a 
Crown  conferred  upon  him  by  your  Majejifs  Bounty. 

For  this  pleafmg  Reafon,  Sire^  he  earneftly  ap- 
plies to  your  Majefty,  to  facilitate  to  him  the  Means 
of  thus  fignalizing  his  Thanks  to  your  Majefty.  Be 
pleafed,  Sire^  to  enable  him  to  2,  final  Triumph;  fmce 
he  cannot y  he  will  not^  triumph  finally y  but  for  your 
Majejiy. 

He  has  the  Honour,  Sirey  to  ofFer  other  Views  of 
Advantage  to  your  Majefty,  from  fuch  a  happy,  fuch 
a  feafonable  Revolution  in  England  \  as  that  vainy  ilU 
judging  Nation,  long  infatuated  with  the  deceitful  2sA 
dangerous  Pride  of  Liberty^  and  with  a  damnable  An- 
tipathy to  the  true  ApoJioUc  Church,  fhall  then  no  lon- 
ger obftruft  your  Majefty's  paternal  Schemes  for  the 
Glory  of  your  Crawn^  and  for  the  juft  Abafement  of 
fuch  Princes  and  States,  as  would,  for  narrow  Inte* 
lefts  and  prefumptuous  Ends  of  their  ovjny  dare  to 
difpute  your  Majefty's  wife  Meafures  for  your  owit 
Honour  and  tkdr  Humiliation.^ 

His  R.  H.  Sire^  incapable  of  the  low  Policy  of  fuch 
ungenerous  Caution  and  Neutrality y  will  ambitioufly 
feek  his  own  Glory  in  advancing  that  oi  your  Majejiy^ 
m  humbling  all  who  are  fo  blind  as  to  refufe  to  re-^ 
ceive  Laws  from  fo  great  a  Monarch.  In  fuch  x\flift* 
ance  given  to  your  Majefty,  Sirey  for  fuch  laudable 
and  pacific  Ends,  his  R,  H.  befides  the  Reafonablenefs 
of  paying  ayw/?  Debt^  will  have  thePleafure  and  Me* 
rit  of  imitating  the  Examples  of  his  Royal  Grandfa'^ 
ther^  and  his  Royal  Grand  Uncle  (of  pious.  Memory) 
in  their  Behaviour  towards  your  Majefty's  Great 
Grandfather,  Lewis  the  Greaty  a  glorious  Champion 
againft  Schifmatics  and  Commomvealths^  and  againft 
all  who  ftood  fo  obftinately  in  Defence  of  their  own 
pretended  Rights,  as  not  to  fubmit  them  to  his  God* 
like  Power. 

His  R,  H.  Sire^  hath  planned  out  Meafiires  for  ef- 
fcftually  reducing  untra^able  Spirits^  when,  by  your 
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Majejiys  Favour^  he  is  once  fettled.  He  likewifc. 
hopes,  and  even  intreats,  your  Majeftj-'s  Concurrence 
-  in  this  his  noble  Defign  :  He  the  lefs  doubts  your  Aid, 
Sire^  as  it  is  a  Common  Caufe  almofl:  equally  intereft- 
.  ing  to  both  your  Myjefty  and  himfelf.  He  purpofes 
to  begin  with  Perfuafions  and  gentle  Methods,  and  is 
fo  moderate  as  to  be  content  with  all  his  Subjedls  who 
will  embrace  the  ApoJloUc  Syjiem  of  the  Nonjurors  (of 
whom,  Sire^  I  have  the  Flonour  to  be  one)  neither 
can  our  Faith  or  Difcipline^  though  we  be  Proie^ 
Jiants^  offend  your  Majefly,  fmce  they  fo  intimately 
fquare  with  thofe  of  the  GalUcan  Churchy  which  we 
have  been  ambitious  to  refemhle  and  imitate^  in  all  her 
ejjh'itlal  Tenets  and  P radices ^  "  Prayers  for  the" 
*'  Dead ;  Adoration  of  the  Hoft ;  tlie  Invocation  of 
'^  Saints  \  the  Fire  of  Purgatory ;  the  Power  of  Priefts 
^^  to  open  the  Gates  of  Heaven  and  Hell  ;  the  Doc- 
^'  trines  of  Auricular  Confeffion,  Prieftly  Abfolution, 
^^  Chrifm,  Penance,  Altars,  and  the  Unbloody  Sacri- 
*'  fice  thereon ;  but  above  all,  the  primely  Power, 
*'  and  indelible  CharaSfer^  with  their  uninterrupted 
««  ApoJioUc  Succejpon^  of  Bifnops   and  PrieJlsJ' 

Wfi  hold  toop  Sirey  the  Divine  Hereditary  Right 
and  irreftjlible  Authority  of  Kings.  We  deteft  Schif- 
7natics,  and  confider  the  prefent  Clergy  as  Intruders, 
Prefbyterians,  and  Tinie-fervers,  ever  fmce  the  Revo- 
lution ;  and  we  reclaim  the  Church  Lands  from  the  fa- 
crilegious  Ufurpers  of  them. 

Thefe  Catholic  Principles^  Sire^  will, .  we  hope,  war- 
rant us,  in  the  equitable  Eyes  of  your  Majefty,  for 
affuming,  as  we  do,  the  Title  of  the  Catholic  Church 
of  Great  Britain.  Thefe  Catholic  Principles,  Sire, 
and  our  fteady  Loyalty^  have  fo  endeared  us  to  his  R. 
H.  the  P.  R.  that  he  profefied  to  have  our  Rejloration 
at  Heart,  as  much  as  vje  have  his.  We  burn,  Sire, 
with  fervent  Zeal,  to  fee  Churches  glorioufly  filled 
with  a  Jtaunch  Apojlolic  Miniftry,  Confejors,  who 
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have  a  common  Claim,  common  SufFerings,  and  % 
common  Intereft  with  himfelf. 

He  hopes,  Sire^  that  your  Majcfty  will  gracioufly 
pleafe  to  behold  hi?n^  with  fympathizing  Eyes,  in  the 
fame  tender  and  jud  Light  as  he  doth  us^  engaged, 
Sirej  in  a  Caufe  in  which  your  Majefly  has  an  equal 
Concern  with  himfelf;  fmce,  as  he  will  rule  by  you  ^ 
Sire^  he  will  be  ever  animated  with  the  fame  glowing 
Ambition  to  rule  for  you^  Slre^  according  to  the  il- 
lufirious  Precedent  fet  him  by  his  lajl  and  hej}  Pre* 
decejfors. 

It  is  thus,  Sire^  that  his  R.  H.  has  the  pleafing 
Profpect  of  leffening  in  Part^  that  immcnfe  Heap  of 
Obligations,  which  have  been  fo  long  ancl  fo  plenti- 
fully fliov/ering  upon  him  and  his  firjufe  from  the 
auguft  Houfe  of  France^  particularly  by  yourfelf,  S'lre^ 
the  Reprefentative  and  liviJig  Glory  of  that  Imperial 
Houfe.  As  to  the  literal  Method  of  difcharging  thofe 
Debts,  he  has  the  Honour  to  leave  it  intirely,  S/r^,  to 
your  Majeftfs  JVifdom  and  Difcretion  ;  determined, 
as  he  is,  v/hen  all  is  paid,  Jitll  to  confider  himfelf  your 
Debtor^  and  the  Debt  itfelf  as  immortal  and  irredeeni" 
able.  For  your  prefent  Security,  Sire^  he  offers  your 
Majefty  his  Heart  and  his  Kingdoms^  which  are  indeed 
already  youn  \  and  he  gracioufly  configns  to  me,  Sire^ 
the  Glory  of  making  your  Majefty  that  Offer. 

It  tranfports  my  Soul,  &ire^  and  even  foftens  it,  as 
your  Majefty  may  be  pleafed  to  perceive  by  thefe  fin- 
cere  Tears,  to  forefee,  as  I  doj  with  an  unchangeable 
Hope,  the  blejfed  Time  approaching,  when  your  Ma-- 
jejiy  fhall  have  given  to  England  a  new  Face,  fixed  the 
true  Heir  upon  the  Throne,  and  JJniforinity  in  the 
Church  ;  when  the  Hierarchy  fliall  no  longer  be  in- 
vaded and  defiled  by  Schifnatics^  nor  infolent  Repub^ 
Ucans  limit  and  affront  the  Crown  \  when  Church  and 
Monarchy  (hall  go  Hand  in  Hand,  and  give  Laws 
without  Controul,  except  when  honoured  with  your 
Majefty's  enlightening  Commands^  or  warned  by  your 
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wife  Meafures  :  Both  Church  and  State  will  be  tlie 
Work  of  your  own  Hands.  Condefcend,  Slre^  to 
enable  us  to  complete  your  own  glorious  Work.  Be, 
Sire^  be,  to  our  Three  Kingdoms  what  you  are  fo  con- 
fpicuoufly  to  France^  Louis  the  WelUheloved. 

Your  Majefty's  great  Wifdom  will  acquaint  you^ 
Sire^  that  prefent  Suceefs  depends  upon  prefent  Sup* 
plies.  The  ufurped  Government  m  England  grows 
every  Day  more  formidable,  efpecially  at  Sea,  at 
your  Majejiy^s  grievous  Expence^  and  to  our  lament^ 
able  Misfortune.  It  wounds  us,  5/V^,  it  wounds  us 
with  Grief,  to  fee  Merchants  and  Republicans  fo  bold- 
ly feizing  the  Ships  and  Wealth  of  fo  great  a  Mo- 
narch. Be  fpeedy,  Sire^  to  avenge  yourjelf  and  us  y 
fhorten  their  faucy  Triumph  and  immoderate  Gains, 
and  give  them  a  rightful  Governor  ,  a  Governor  of 
your  own^  who  will  cure  them  of  their  drunken  Info- 
lence  from  Wealthy  and  of  their  wJld  Wantonnef* 
from  Liberty  \  teach  them,  Sire^  proper  Refpecl  for 
vgur  M4-:%7  v/ith  due  Loyalty  and  Obedience  to  his 
R.  H.  yo'dY  Md]Qik.y's  grateful  Ward  and  faithful  Ally. 

It  will  doubtlefs  touch  your  Royal  Heart,  Sire^ 
with  themoft  pleafing  Senfations,  to  hear  the  agreeable 
Information  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  communicate 
to  your  Majefty,  that  thete  is  an  intire  and  equitabU 
Plan  fixed  for  fecuring  the  Royal  Throne,  as  foon  as= 
it  is  recovered.  All  who  ferved  or  favoured  the  Ufur^ 
pationy  are  not  only  never  to  be  truftedy  but  to  be  dis- 
patched and  forfeited,  like  the  Regidides,  Sire^  at  the 
lafl  Reftoration.  They  are,  however,,  to  be  treated 
in  the  mean  time  with  gentle  Language,  and  even  ta 
be  fed  with  fair  Hopes,  fmce  it  would  be  premature 
and  imprudent  to  terrify  them  into  more  defperate  Mea- 
fures of  Defence  than  they  are  even  now  taking. 

These  Forfeitures,  Sire^  and  the  Stocks y  which 
have  been  rather  Funds  of  public  Rebellion^  than  of 
the  public  Revenue^  will  competently  exalt  and  enrich 
fcig  M  "  's  Court  and  Followers.    The  prefent 

Church  men> 


^^^^^peecb  oj  a  frotejtant  \t^(^obite.        45 

|!  Churchmen,   who  have  fo    long  and  wilfully  lopped 

ithemfelves  ofF  from  the  Apojiolic  Succejfion^  are  to  be 

j  divefted  of  all  their  ufurped  Emoluments  ;  their  Mi- 

Lniftry  will  be  declared  Schifmatical^  and  all  their  Or^ 

dination  nulL     Many    of  the    Church    Lands  will  be 

refumed,  moft  of  them  perhaps  forfeited,  and  the  reft 

purchafei     Thus,  Stre^  the  Church  will  be  brought 

to  ilourifh  with  the  Monarchy^  and  to  crufh  all  SedU" 

ries^  2ini  ^]1  Republicans,  For,  at  prefent,  alasj  none 

but  Prefiyterlans  govern  the  Church ;  none  but  Repub-* 

Ucans  adminifter  the  Monarchy. 

Permit  me,  Sire^  to  acquaint  your  Majefty  with 
one  fuccefsfui  Stroke  of  our  Policy,  which  hath  done 
lis  marvellous  Service.  We  have  convinced  all  our 
Adherents,  that  the  prefent  complying  Church^ 
men^  Bijhops  and  Clergy^  are  Frefbyterians  \  and 
that  Prejhyterians  are  much  worfe  Chrijiians 
than  Papijisy  a  NicJc-name  which  Schifmatics 
give  to  Catholics.  In  this  Step,  Sire^  we  do  but  con- 
firm our  Efteem  and  Charity  for  the  Gallican  Churchy 
with  which  v/e  have  long  ftudied  to  unite  our  own^ 
and  even  agreed  to  a  Scheme  for  that  Purpofe  ;  a  Scheme 
which  Mr.  Lefly^  a  celebrated  Champion  of  ours,  had 
the  honeft  Boldnefs  to  prefent  to  an  Englijh  Convoca" 
tion  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

We  have,  Sire^  many  Writers,  and  many  Books 
ready  written,  to  prove  all  our  Claims,  as  foon  as  we 
can  Mafter  the  Kingdom,,  and  the  Prefs  ;  PaJ/ive  O- 
hedience^  and  indefeafible  Rights  fhall  be  again  our 
conjiantj  and  our  afFe6lionate  Themes,  loudly  and  aw- 
fully echoed  by-  every  Divine  from  every  Pulpit  5 
Doftrines,  Sire^  ever  dear  to  his  R.  H's  beft  Prede- 
ceflbrs,  and  tenderly  nourilhed  by  them.  We  ihall 
produce,  Sire^  voluminous  Hiftorie?  (parpofelv  com- 
pofed)  to  prove  the  Succcilionof  th-  'Quarts  from  iw^ 
antient  Monarchical  Houfe  of  r-.  ah^  and  tliat  the 
faid  Succejjion  was  never  int  pted,  v/hatcver 
Breaches  Time  and  Violence,  I\  tceffity  aiid  Acci- 
dents, 


dents,  may  have  made   in   it.     An  egregious  Perfor- 
mance this,  Sire^  worthy  of  the  Countenance    of  all  • 
rightful  Kings^  and  of  all   offended  Patriots  who  op- 
pofe  Kings  whom  they  cannot  approve. 

It  is  the  firm  Purpofe  of  his  R.  H.  (for  to  him  his  • 
Royal  Father,  your  Majefty  knows,  will  refign)- 
it  is,  Sire^  his  fixed  Refolution,  to  revive^  and  even 
to/harpen  the  old  Laws^  and  to  reign  with  Vigour^ 
like  an  abfolute  Majier^  at  leaft  by  the  Direction  of 
the  greatejl  of  all.  For  it  will  be.  Sire,,  his  Study  and 
his  Pride^  always  to  reign  according  to  your  Models 
and  hy  your  fage  Counfel  y  and  to  fliew  himfelf  wor- 
thy of  fuch  a  revered,  fuch  a  fuperior  Pattern  and 
Director. 

Such,  Sire^  are  the  Sentiments,  Views,  Hopes, 
and  Situation  of  his  R.  H.  the  P.  R.  Heaven  and  your 
Majefty  have  rendered  him  hitherto  viftorious.  He  hopes 
that  the  greateft  King  upon  Earth  will  concur  with  the 
King  of  Heaven,  in  accomplifliing  a  Work  fo  favoured . 
and  forwarded  by  both. 

I  SHALL  impatiently  wait,  Bire^  for  the  Honour 
of  your  Majefty's  Commands,  and  ftill  more  impa- 
tiently for  the  Execution  of  them  from  your  Majefty's 
Minifters. 

Number  IX.  The  Loyalty  of  Papifls  never  to  le 
trufled  by  Protejlants.  Religion  and  Liberty  ine^ 
vitable  Sacrifices  to  a  Popifti  Revolution* 

IN  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1639.  in  the  Irijh 
Parliament,  the  IriJh  Popifn  Members,  who  were 
many,  were  extremely  forward  to  fhew  themfelves 
well  aff"e£led  and  zealous  Subjects,  and  concurred 
unanimoufly  inaVotefor  fourSubfidies  to  the  King.  In 
the  Middle  of  the  Year  1641,  the/r//^  rebel -dg^ini^  the 
King,  theymafiacre  all  his  Proteftant  Subjects,,  and  are 
led  and  animated  in  all  their  brutal  Outrages,  by  thefe 
very  Popifi  Members^  lately  fo  complaifant,  fo  loyal, 

and 


r '       Loyalty  of  Papifts  no^^^rujua^^4^ 

tnd  fo  zealous  for  the  King,  now  defying  his  Autho- 
ity,  overturning  the  Government,  and  butchering 
MS  only  true  Subj&Sis, 

It  is  remarkable  enough,  that  fo  able  a  Man  as  the  . 
E-arl  of  Strafford^  (he  was  then  only  Lord  JVent^ 
'  ^mrth^  and  Lord  Deputy,  but  was  afterwards  Earl  of 
^trafford^  the  Name  which  he  is  chiefly  known  by) 
hen  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland^  had,  but  the  Year  , 
)efore,  in  all  his  Difpatches  from  thence,  flouriihed,  in 
ligh  Strains,  upon  the  Loyalty  and  Affe5lion  of  the 
tative  Irijh :  He  then  upbraids  the  ScotSy  then  forced 
5y  Oppreffion  into  Arms,  v/ith  the  exemplary  and 
Peaceable  Behaviour  of  the  IriJh, 

This  Reprefentation  that  great  Man  partly  meant 
IS  a  Compliment  upon  his  own  Management,  and,  pro- 
)ably,  found  it  wejl-pleafing  at  Court,  where  Popery 
N2is  too  much  in  Faihion,  and  the  IriJh  too  much  ca- 
•efled  for  being  Papijls^  efpecially  by  the  ^,eeny 
ivho  governed  the  Spirit  of  the  King,  He  too,  tho* 
1  Proteftant,  was  partial  to  Popery,  as  a  Religion  fa- 
vourable to  high  Monarchy,  fuch  as,  it  cannot  be 
ieiiied,  he  was  fond  of.  Yet  the  difcerning  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant is  fo  candid  as  to  warn  the  King  againft  employ- 
ing the  Earl  of  Antrim  to  quell  the  Troubles  in  5^^^- 
^andy  as  the  King  was  inclined  he  fliould  ;  for  this 
Popi/h  Earl  was  then  in  great  Favour  with  the  King, 
md  even  with  Archbidiop  Laud,  ^'  I  neither  hope 
"  much  (fays  the  fagacious  Wentworth)  from  his 
Parts,  nor  from  his  Power,  nor  from  his  Affec- 
tions.— As  he  is  a  Papift,  and  Grandfon  to  that  fa- 
mous Rebel,  the  Earl  of  Tyrone^  he  is  not  to  be 
trufted  with  any  Store  of  Arms  which  he  is  now  ap- 
plying for." 

In  another  Letter  to  the  King,  about  raifingForces  in 
Ireland  againft  Scotland^  ^'  He  befeeches  his  Majefty, 
not  to  grant  the  Earl  of  Antrim  a  Troop  (which 
he  would  furely  be  a  Suiter  for)  as  a  Thing  which 
would  prove  very  unpopular  to  all  the  EngUJh^ 

*'  from 
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**  from  his  Religion^his  Race^  his  Unfitnefs  for  Truftf 
*'  his  interefted  Views,  his  evil  and  traiterous  Defigns, 
*'  i^cJ*'  Befides,  Lord  Strafford^  in  all  his  Letters, 
treats  him  as  a  very  v^^eak,  vain  Man. 

After  all  this  weighty  Warning,  the  King  is  ftill  fa- 
vourable to  this  Popijh  Earl^  talks  of  his  free  and  noble 
Spirit,  at  that  Conjun£ture,  and  recommends  him  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  as  worthy  to  be  trufted  and  em- 
ployed. His  Majefty,  foon  after,  in  a  Letter  to  Straf-- 
ford^  tells  him,  "  I  fhould  be  glad  you  could  find  feme 
*^  way  to  furnifh  the  Earl  of  Antrim  with  Arms, 
*'  though  he  be  a  Roman  Catholic  ;  for  he  may  be  of 
*'  Ufe  to  me  at  this  Time,  io  let  loofe  upon  the  Earl 
*^  of  ArgyU:' 

ANT R I M^^ws  encouraged,  applied  for  Six  thou- 
fand  Arms,  and  even  purpofed  to  put  the  Forces  he 
raifed  under  the  Command  of  his  Coufin  O  Neal,  "  I 
•*  am  aftoniflied,  fays  Lord  Strafford^  with  his  Lord- 
<^  fhip's  Purpofe —  Colonel  O  Neal^  underftood  to  be 
<'  in  his  Heart  and  Affections,  a  Traitor !  What  a 
*'  Profpeft  for  all  us  Englljh  here,  to  fee  Six  thoufand 
«^  Men  {Irijh  Papifts)  armed  with  our  own  Weapons 
«'  (ourfelves  by  that  means  turned  naked  j  Men  led  by 
<'  Tyrone^  Grandchild,  the  Son  of  old  Randal  Mac 
*'  Donald^  in  the  fame  Country,  formerly  the  very 
^^  Heart  and  Strength  of  thofe  mighty,  long,  lafting 
««  Rebellions? 

But  though  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  excellently 
cxpofed  the  Danger  of  arming  Lord  Antrim^  the  m^f- 
led  King  orders  him  to  give  tlie  Earl  all  poilible  A-ii- 
ftance,  and  even  to  give  him  a  Commiffion  under  the 
Great  Seal^  to  lev)  Forcc:s.  An  Army  of  Irijh  Pa- 
pifts were  accordingly  raifed,  ard  officerM  by  a  favage 
Lift  of  frightful  Names,  Mac^s  and  O's,  all  of  rebel- 
lious Race ;  all,  two  Years  after,  bloody  Butchers  in 
the  Iri/})  Rebellion^  and,  even  now,  all  ready  to  be- 
oin  it,  with  a  Commiffion  from  his  Majefty,  turned 
aeainft  himfelf,  aa  well  as  againfl;  hisSubjeds.  Atbefl: 
^  the 
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the  Earl  of  Antrim  did  no  Service  to  the  King  ;  he 
had  other  Anns,  though  he  had  not  Capacity,  nor,  juft 
then,  an  Opportunity,  to  purfue  them.  He  took  the 
firft  Opportunity,  and  moft  barbaroufly  improved  it ; 
yet,  after  the  Reftoration,  he  pleaded  King  Charles 
the  Ftrji\  Comnxiffion  for  all  he  did,  and  adually  got 
a  Pardon  from  King  Char  Us  the  Second^  I  think,  upon 
that  Plea, 

One  thing  is  extremely  remarkable.  It  appears  to 
be  the  Opinion  of  Lord  Strafford^  that,  before  the 
Earl  of  Argyle  declared  himfelf  and  took  the  Covenant, 
his  Country  was  given  away  by  the  King  to  the  Earl 
cf  Antrim  and  others. 

If  King  Charles  the  Firft^  fo  true  a  Proteftant, 
was  thus  pernicioufly  mifled  and  betrayed  by  Papifis ; 
what  Wonder  that  C harks  the  Second^  a  real  Pap  iff  y 
the  more  dangerous  and  guilty  as  he  was  a  pretended 
Proteftant,  a  Prince  of  fuch  loofe  Principles,  and  a 
Libertine  in  Life,  was  as  fond  of  Popery  as  he  was  of 
arbitrary  Power,  a  known  Foe  to  Law  and  Virtue, 
and  Proteftants ;  a  known  Diffembler,  partial  to  Pa- 
pifts,  their  conftant  Friend  and  Dupe  ?  He  was  in  all 
their  Meafures  hearty  ;  though  he  was  too  lazy  and 
timid,  and  too  much  devoted  to  Voluptuoufnefs,  to 
rifk  his  Eafe  and  Pleafures,  and  Crown,  by  openly 
declaring  for  the  Pope^  and  introducing  Popijh  Superjii-^ 
tion  barefaced,  both  fo  odious  to  the  Englifh, 

His  Brother,  whofe  Zeal,  like  his  Blindnefs,  was 
extreme,  tried  the  mad  Experiment,  and  madly  perifli- 
Cu  in  the  Trial.  He  was  baffled  and  depofed  ;  and  fure- 
ly  it  was  worfe  than  Death,  to  fall  from  a  Throne,  to 
live  upon  Alms  from  the  Enemv  of  the  Englijh  Name, 

His  pretended  Son  is  a  faturnine  Bigot,  full  of  the 
Dreams  of  his  Divine  Rights  which  implies  blind 
Slavery  in  his  Subjects :  He  is  drunk  with  fell  Ven- 
geance againft  them  for  the  damnable  Crimes  of  5<^- 
trilege  and  Rebellion^  in  renouncing  him  and  his  Oracle 
and  Prompter,  the  Pope.  What  Hope  can  be  con- 
D^  ceiv'* 
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ceiv^d  of  his  OfF-fpring  ?  Neither  he  nor  they  dare,  if 
they  would,  abjure  the  Pope  or  arbitrary  Power* 
Without  the  Pope  they  may  want  Bread,  and  heredi- 
tary Right  implies  a  Right  to  be  arbitrary.  The  Blood 
they  pretend  to  is  but  a  difcouraging  Recommendation, 
yet  they  have  no  other. 

It  muft  appear  grofs  Mockery,  Mockery  even  to 
barbarous  Highlanders,  to  employ  fuch  bloody  Savages, 
to  rob  the  Property  and  to  confine  and  murder  the 
Perfons  of  Men,  under  the  crazy  Pretence  of  refto- 
ring  Liberty.  The  great  Grievance  is,  that  Liberty  is 
too  fix'd  and  fiourifhing  ;  that  it  tramples  upon  Super- 
Jiltion  and  Tyranny^  and  muft  be  puU'd  down  before 
thefe  can  be  fet  up. 

By  Vv^hat  Law  does  the  Invader  pretend  to  come  in, 
but  that  he  has  Right  againft  Lanju^  and  to  deftroy  • 
Law  ?  His  Intrufion,  by  all  the  Steps  of  Violence 
and  Blocd,  infers  that  no  Violence  can  difqualify  him, 
nor  could  difqualify  his  pretended  Father  ;  that  there- 
fore he  hath,  and  his  pretended  Father  had,  a  Right 
to  rule  by  Violence,  and  that  no  Man  in  the  Three 
Nations,  nor  the  Three  Nations  themfelves,  have  any 
Right  to  oppofe  Violence.  Concife  Reafoning !  "  All 
*'  that  is  in  them,  all  the  Lives,  all  the  Property  in 
*'  them,  are  mine  by  Right,  and  I  will  take  it  by 
«  Force." 

FIis  Auxiliaries  from  Abroad  are  as  fliocking  as  his 
Claims  at  Home,  the  Power  of  France^  the  Curfes  and 
Demands  of  the  Pope.  France  pants  for  our  Deftruc^ 
tion,  and  knows  that  the  fure  Way  to  deftroy  us,  is  to 
enflave  us  ;  to  render  us  fbrlorn  and  even  double  Slaves 
at  once  to  French  and  Papal  Tyranny  ^  nay,  Slaves  at 
fecond  Hand  to  a  King  of  Straw,  a  Royal  Shadow, 
fet  up  by  Rome  and  the  Floufe  of  Bourbon.  V^hat 
dare  he  refufe  to  his  Mafters  and  Creators?  His  own 
Bigotry,  his  Hatred  of  Proteftants,  his  Dread  of  Liberty, 
and  the  Merit  pf  extirpating  Herefy^  will  all  excite  him 
t©  execute  his  Deputation  with  Zeal.     Religion^   Li^ 

herty^ 
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herty^  Trade^  all  odious  to  hisMafters  and  to  himfelf^ 
muftfall  fudden  Sacrifices  to  their  y<?/W Policy  and  Zeah 

What  think  you,  EngliJInnen^  ProteJIants^  and 
Freemen^  of  the  fhocking  Scene  ?  For  all  this  is  no 
more  than  the  neceflary  EfFeits  and  natural  Operations 
of  Popery  and  Tyranny,  Gratian^  the  famous  Ca- 
nonift,  the  great  Oracle  of  the  Vatican^  maintains, 
•'  That  a  Chriftian  City  (or  Community)  may  be  to^ 
*^  tally  and  lawfully  burned  for  a  few  Heretics  dwel- 
'*  ling  in  it."  This  Decifion,  fo  pofitive  and  bloody, 
is  but  agreeable  to  the  univerfal  Spirit  and  Pradice  of 
Popery.  Nor  can  there  be  fuch  a  thorough  renouncing 
of  Chrijl  by  the  ftrongeft  Words  of  Apoftafy,  as  the 
Butchering  of  Men  and  Chriftians  in  his  Name^  and 
blafphemoufly  urging  his  Authority, 

If  the  Herefy  of  a  few  draws  down  and  warrants 
this  fiery  Doom  upon  a  Community,  What  hath  a 
whole  Nation  of  Heretics  to  expe£l  ?  What  indeed, 
but  inceflant  Fires ^  and  Furnaces  f even  Times  heated  ? 

Take  Warning,  O  Britons  !  when  your  Govern- 
ment is  gone,  your  Liberty  is  gone,  and  your  Religion 
muft  follow.  Foreign  Politics,^  and  indefeafihle  Rights 
wilU  mufij  foon  fwallow  your  dear  Liberty,  and  all 
your  Fortunes :  Papal  Zeal,  for  ever  burning  and 
bloody,  muJI^  will^  furioufly  extinguifli  your  Religion^ 
and  burn  your  Perfons^  and  Bibles,  Remember  Queen 
Mary  :  Remember  the  French  and  L^ijh  Maffacres  : 
Remember  the  Spanijh  Inqiiifition^  with  the  unrelent- 
ing  Racks  and  Flames  there  :  Remember  the  fwift  and 
inhuman  Deftruftion  every-wherc  brought  upon  Pro- 
tejlants  by  Popery  ;  and  may  God  give  you  Under- 
(landing  in  all  Things  ! 

Number  X.    Remarks  upon  the  Appeal  of  the   Pre* 
tender  (young  or  old)  to  the  People, 

Y  the  Stile  of  the  Pretender's  Declaration  he  feems 

to  rely,  for  his  principal  Support,  upon  the  Stu- 
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pidily  and  Infatuation  of  the  Nation.  He  fays,  ^^  his 
''  only  Intention  is,  to  reinftate  his  Subjects  in  the 
*^  full  Enjoyment  of  their  Religion,  Laws  and  Liber- 
''  ties."  When  we  are  in  the  moft  copious  Poflef- 
fion  of  all  thefe  BleiTings,  even  to  Profufion  and  Sa- 
tiety, beyond  all  the  Nations  of  the  Earth,  he 
comes  from  Rome^  where  Religion  is  founded  in  Fraud, 
Rapine  and  Cruelty,  to  reinftate  us  Protejiants  in  the 
full  Enjoyment  of  our  Religion,  which  is  accurfed  by 
Rome^  and  we  are  damned  by  Rome  for  holding  it. 

Just  fo  Queen  Mary  reinjiated  her  Subjects  in  the 
full  Enjoyment  of  their  Religion,  by  fetting  up  the 
Papifts  to  burn  the  Proteftants,  and  purfued  this  her 
motherly  Goodnefe  and  Protedion  of  them  in  all  their 
Rights^  to  the  End  of  her  deteftable  Life.  She  pro- 
mifed  as  fair  as  he  does,  promifed  the  very  fame  Things, 
and  profefled  the  fame  public  Spirit. 

What  Reafon  can  we  have  to  believe  that  he  will 
jiot  follow  her  catholic  Example,  educated,  as  he  is,  in 
the  fame  catholic  Principles,  which  eternally  infer  the 
fame  catholic  Spirit  P  Before  we  can  take  his  Word,  he 
muft  Ihew  us,  what  he  never  can  Ihew,  that  ever  ^Popi/h 
Prince  kept  his  Engagements  to  Proteftant  Subjeds,  or 
that  the  Genius  of  Popery,  and  the  Maxims  of  the 
Pope,  will  fuffer  him  to  keep  them.  Did  his  pretend- 
ed Father  keep  them  ?  He  does  not  pretend  to  fay  that 
he  did  ;  he  cannot' pretend  to  fay  it  :  He  knows  that 
he  did  not ;  yet  does  not  condemn,  nor  even  cenfure 
him,  for  not  doing  it,  nor  for  breaking  all  his  folemn 
Oaths,  and  invading  all  our  Rights. 

What  therefore  does  he  mean  by  his  Intention 
*^  to  reinftate  his  Subje(5ts  in  the  Enjoyment  of  all  their 
"  Rights?"  I  doubt  he  hath  a  double  Meaning;  firft 
to  miflead,  if  he  can,  fuch  as  already  enjoy  all  their 
Rights  ;  when  at  the  fame  Time  he  intends,  as  his 
Education  and  Religion  dire<9:  him,  to  fpoil  them  of 
all.  He  would  draw  them  the  while  to  think  that 
ihey  are  wrong'd  of  tlieir  Right,  and  he  comes  to  re- 

ftorc 
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ftere  them.  Thus  he  gives  weak  Minds  Hopes,  in 
order  to  bring  them  to  give  him  Admittance  ;  and 
then,  when  they  have  made  him  Mafter,  he  will  teach 
them  what  their  Rights  are  ;  namely,  to  be  redeemed 
from  Herefy^  and  to  be  forced,  for  their  Good,  into 
the  Bofom  of  the  Catholic  Church  ;  to  be  ruled  by  an 
hereditary^  indefeafihle  Sovereign,  who  will  recal  them 
from  the  Guilt  of  Rebellion,  and  rule  them  by  the 
falutary  Laws  of  abfolute  Monarchy,  Liberty,  as  it 
is  now  underflood  and  pradifed,  can  be  none  of  their 
Rights,  as  by  it  his  Father  was  dethroned,  and  him^ 
felf  ftands  excluded. 

He  therefore  cannot  mean  EngUfn  Frotejiant  Li^ 
berty  :  If  he  did,  his  Declaration  would  be  ridiculous  ; 
for  what  People  upon  Earth  have  fo  much  Liberty  as 
we  ?  His  prefent  Attempt  would,  for  the  fame  Rea- 
fon,  be  a  Contradiction ;  finccy  whilft  we  enjoy  our 
prefent  Liberty,  he  can  never  reign.  As  little  can  he 
mean  the  prefent  Proteftant  Religion,  which  excluded 
his  Father  for  ever,  and  him  from  ever  fucceeding  his 
Father. 

This  Language  and  thefe  Promifes  are  therefore 
mere  Mockery  to  all  Men  of  Senfe,  and  Sugar-Plums 
to  Children  and  Fools.  It  is  equally  abfurd  and  deceit- 
ful to  call  us  his  Subje^s  :  He  is  an  Exile  by  Law, 
and  can  have  no  Subjeils.  We  are  not,  we  fcorn  to 
be  his  Subjects.  By  calling  us  his  SubjeSfs  he  difowns 
the  Law  ;  yet,  mocking  Savereignty,  and  deriding  us, 
he  offers  us  a  gracious  Impoflibility  of  reivjlating  us 
m  what  we  never  wanted  ;  what  we  enjoy  above  all 
Men,  our  Religion,  Laws  and  Liberties. 

Is  not  this  pleafant  ?  His  Father  ran  Headlong  to 
deftroy  all  thefe,  the  Moment  after  he  had  fworn  to 
preferve  them  all  :  King  William  reftored  them  :  King 
George  has  enlarged  them,  and  fteadily  preferves  them. 
In  what  Senfe  are  they  to  be  reinjiated^  but  by  being 
re-dejiroyed  ?  As  he  is  the  vifionary  Reprefcntative  of 
all  his  Subjeds,  that  is,  of  all  usy  who  are  not  his  Sub- 
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jefts,  by  reinjtattng  himfelf  he  concludes  that  we  fhall 
all  be  reinftated, for  we  are  all  his. 

Neither  are  fuch  extravagant  Do6lrmes  and  De- 
mands unlike  thofe  preach'd  up  by  the  Court  Syco- 
phants in  his  Father's  Time,  and  too  long  before.  It 
would  be  end  lei's  to  cite  Quotations  and  Sermons,  and 
the  Abufes  then  put  upon  God's  Word,  on  this  Sub- 
je£l,  by  Men  profanely  calling  themfelves  Religious^ 
and  proftituting  the  Name  of  P  rot  eft  ants  to  Popiih 
Purpofes.  One  Uluftration  Ihall  fuffice  here  out  of 
Thoufands.  DocSlor  Ball^  Mailer  of  the  Temple^ 
taking  for  his  Text  the  Words  of  our  blefled  Saviour, 
*'  Render  unto  Cafar  the  Things  that  are  Ccsfar'%^^ 
defired  his  Audience  to  obferve,  that  the  Words  were 
Render  unto  Ccefar^  not  Give  unto  Ccefar^  for  that 
all  were  Cccfar's  before.  The  courtly  Do£tor  goes  on 
to  Ihew  all  Men,  that  no  Man  had  a  Right  to  any 
Thing;  that  whatever  Men  had  was  Ccefars^  and 
'Ccefar  had  a  Right  to  all  Things, 

1  NEED  hardly  add,  that  by  Ccefar  the  Dodor 
meant  King  Jamesj  or  King  Charles  (I  forget  which) 
Princes  not  very  Cccfarean^  but  greedy  of  all  the 
Rights  which  Do£lor  5<^// conferred  upon  Ccefar  ;  nor 
had  he  any  other  Reafon  for  fo  conferring  them.  Had 
it  been  neceffary  to  have  derived  thefe  Princes  from  the 
Blood  of  Ct^far^  'tis  not  improbable  that  the  courte- 
ous Divine  would  have  invented  a  lineal  Defcent  from 
him^  found  a  Text  for  it,  and  branded  as  'Jtheijis  all 
who  difputed  it. 

I  CANNOT  but  here  remark,  with  Concern,  that 
the  Divines  of  thofe  Days,  even  fome  able  Divines, 
whilft  they  contended  againft  the  Frauds  and  Horrors 
of  Popery  with  irrefiftible  Force  and  Succefs,  yet  with 
ftrange  Inconfiftency,  and  ftrange  Zeal,  maintained 
the  wild  Tenets  of  indefeafthle  Rights  and  blind  Bon- 
dage to  the  Will  of  a  Tyrant ;  even,  of  a  Popijh 
Tyrant.  It  is  one  of  the  many  and  mighty  Bleffings 
attending  the  Revolution  and  Proteftant  Succeffion, 
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that  our  Divines  breathe  a  different  Spirit,  and  con- 
tend, like  good  Englifi>men^  for  Civil  Liberty ;  and, 
like  good  Chriftians,  for  Liberty  of  Confcience,- — ^^ 
Do6irines  odious  and  decried  in  former  Reigns. 

The  Pretender  therefore,  by  Religion^  Laws  and 
Liberties^  means  fuch  as  his  pretended  Father,  King 
ya?nesj  pleafed  to  allows  his  Subjefe  ;  for  he  ftrove 
to  extinguifli  all  the  Lav^s  of  Religion  and  Liberty, 
which  they  claimed  to  thenifelves.  By  thefe  Laws  and 
Liberties,  therefore,  he  cannot  intend,  and  therefore 
we  cannot  underftand  him  to  intend,  Ours,  His  Words 
are  manifeft  Cant^  the  Cant  of  all  Invaders.  Who, 
that  invades  a  Country,  would  not  flatter  it  to  obtain 
it  ?  There  is  not  a  Tyrant  in  Europe  but  pretends  to 
allow  his  Slaves  great  Rights  and  Privileges,  and  pro- 
fe/Tes  how  tenderly  he  will  maintain  them  in  fuch.  Old 
Louis^  in  every  ftep  he  took,  and  in  every  Edicft  he 
publifhed,  purpofely  to  deilroy  the  Edidt  of  Naiit^i 
(and  he  was  continually,  by  all  Steps  and  Edi6ls,  pulh- 
ing  that  perfidious  Defign)  was  careful  conftantly  to 
declare,  "  That  he  would  never  violate  the  EdiSf  of 
^^  NantZj''  which  he  ftill  faithlefly  ftiled  the  perpe-- 
tuaU  the  irrevocable  Edi6l. 

The  only  literal  Meaning  which  the  Pretender's 
Words  will  bear,  is  a  Meaning  which  he  will  not  pub- 
licly own,  nor  like  to  have  difcovered.  ^^  To  re- 
'^  inflate  all  his  Subjects  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
''  Religion,  Laws  and  Liberties,"  is  a  very  proper 
Declaration  and  Encouragement  to  moft  of  thofe  who 
own  him  for  their  Sovereign  ;  to  all  bigotted  Papifts 
and  hot-headed  Nonjurors  ;  to  defperate  Out-laws, 
flarving  Exiles,  favage  Highlanders,  and  Irijh  Rappa- 
rces  ;  to  all  who  claim  Eftates,  forfeited  by  their  own, 
or  their  Father's  Treafon  ;  and  to  all  Traitors  who 
gafp  for  the  Eftates  and  Properties  of  all  real  and  true 
Subjefls,  who  incur  the  Treafon  of  oppofing  them. 

T  o  all  that  hungry  Hoft  fuch  a  Promife  is  a  deli- 
cious Bait )  a  Redemption  from  Mifery  ;  a  Call  to 
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Happinefs  ;  an  Invitation  to  take  Pofleffion  of  the /^r^- 
mifed  Land^  with  all  its  Wealth,  and  Milk  and  Ho- 
ney, But  it  is  a  terrible  Denunciation  of  Woe  to  us^ 
the  prefent  PofleiTorSj  to  be  ftripped  and  extirpated, 
deflroyed  or  expelled,  like  the  accurfed  PhiliJIines  : 
•For  as  God  gave  Canaan  to  the  yews^  the  Pope  can 
give  England  to  the  Catholics  ;  juft  as  he  did  Half  the 
Globe  to  the  Spaniards^  who  have  rendered  it,  by 
every  Effort  of  favage  Cruelty  and  devouring  Tyranny, 
aimed  as  wajie  as  when  God  firft  created  it. 

By  the  fame  Rule  of  juft  Conflrudtion  we  find  what 
,  he  means  by  removing  the  Encroachments  made  upon  a 

-  Fr  e  e  People »  Thefe  Encroachments  are  the  Revo- 
lution^ the  Protejlant  SucceJJlon^  the  Difejlablijhment 
of  Popery^  the  Reftraints  upon  Papijis^  the  Settlement 
of  Herefy^  the  Exclufton  of  Catholic  Prmces,  and  our 
Refiftance  of  Catholic  Tyranny, 

These  are  Eiicroachments  and  Grievances  with  a 
Witnefs  ;  terrible  Grievances  to  the  Pope  ;  terrible 
Encroachments  upon  the  PopeU  PupiL  Can  he  come, 
encouraged  by  the  Pope^  to  mend  the  Condition  of 
Protejiants  ?  For,  by  the  Pope's  Encouragement  he 
comes,  armed  with  the  Pope's  Bleffing  upon  his  Po- 
pifh  Endeavours,  and  with  the  Pope's  Curfe  againft 
Protejtants,  Can  he  come  by  the  Aid  of  France  and 
Spain^  to  increafe  the  Happinefs  and  Strength,  and  to 
improve  the  Liberties  of  Englijhmen  ?  For,  by  the 
•Aid  of  thefe  Ca'tholic  Powers,  he  comes  armed  againft 

-  England, 

His  Promifes  therefore,  in  ariy  other  Stile j  are  De- 

rifton His  Argument  from   Succefs,  is  a   nioft 

ralli  and  profane  Argument,  moft  ufed  to  wicked  Pur- 
pofes,  and  to  colour  wicked  Courfes  :  The  biackeft 
Criminals  have  at  all  Times  urged  it,  as  often  as  they 
have  been  fuccefsful.  By  the  fame  Argument,  Pro- 
vidence hath  been  much  longer  againft  him  and  his 
Family  than  for  them :  They  have  been  fifty-feven 
Years  in  ExiUy  and  he  hath  had  a  Mock-Reign  of  a 
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few  Months  over  Out-Laws  in  Arms.  We,  who  op- 
pofe  him,  can  more  juftly  urge  his  own  heft  Argu 
ment  againft  him  ;  we  a6l  under  the  Go/pel  and  tlie 
Law^  in  Conformity  to  both,  and  have  the  heft  Claim 
to  Favour  from  -Providence.  We  therefore  fa'thfully 
truft  to  Providence,  and  own  ourfelves  indebted  to  it 
for  the  Revolution  and  P  rot  eft  ant  Succejjion^  as  we 
hope  foon  to  be  for  his  utter  Defeat  and  final  Expul- 
fion.  Why  fuch  a  Defeat  hath  not  happened  fooner, 
all  Men  lament,  and  moft  Men  forefaw. 

If  he    reafon   confiftently,    he  muft  confefs,   that 
Providence  hath  forfaken  him,    and  forced  him  to  fly 
from  the  fame  antient  Capital     How    he  got  thither 
we  all   knov/,    and  he  ought  with   Compunction  to  I 
recolle6l.     It   was  by   the   Treachery   of  Parriciderl 
in  Authority^  Men  always   gently  ufed,  faithfully  pro-  j 
te£ted,  and  even  favoured  by  the  Government. 

He  made  War  upon  his  Majefty,  and  his  Majefty^si 
befl:  Subjefts,  by  the  Aid  oftheworft.  He  did  it  by 
■  Surprize,  at  the  Head  of  Barbarians  and  Rebels 
unprovoked,  all  of  them  mercifully  ufed  ;  many  of 
them  pardoned  for  former  Treafons  :  many  of  them 
trufted  ;  fome  of  them  preferred  by  his  Majefty,  un- 
gratefully and  unnaturally  turning  his  own  Arms  againft 
him  ;  unfurnifhed  with  any  Plea  from  Opprefiion,  any 
Perfecution  for  Confcience,  any  Encroachment  up- 
on the  Laws,  any  Alarm  from  Arbitrary  Power  ;  un- 
der the  moft  legal,  the  gentleft  Adminiftration  ;  in 
full  Pofleflion  of  Liberty,  furfeited  with  it,  unworthy 
of  it,  and  wantoning  in  it* 

Such  is  the  mad,  the  unhallowed  Spirit  and  Cha- 
rafter  of  this  Rebellion,  and  fuch  Glory  does  it  refle£l 
upon  the  Revolution^  which  v/as  only  an  Effort  and 
Scheme  of  Self- Defence^  or  rather,  of  S el f -Prefer va- 
tion^  againft  a  crazy  Tyrant's  defying  Oaths,  rending 
Piecemeal  the  Laws  of  God  and  Man,  and  making 
War  upon  Law  and  Confcience,  and  human  Society^ 
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Equally  unfortunate  is  he  In  his  Attack  upon 
the  Government,  from  the  Faults  found  with  it.  The 
mildeft  Government  is  always  the  mofi:  boldly  blamed  ; 
Fulnefs  of  Liberty  is  conftantly  expofed  to  the  Abufe 
of  Liberty  ;  like  Health  and  Wealth,  and  all  other 
worldly  Bleflings  :  Ambition  and  Difcontent  will  rea- 
dily find  Grievances,  or  as  readily  make  them.  Nay, 
the  neceffary  Defence  of  Society  is  a  Grievance  ta 
thofe  who  want  to  diftrefs  Society,  or  even  to  alter  it 
for  Ends  of  their  own.  Places  and  Employments, 
\vhich  are  infeparable  from  Society,  as  without  them 
it  cannot  be  governed,  are  Grievances  to  fuch  wha 
want  them  and  cannot  get  them  ;  and  the  Pofleffion 
of  them  is  the  fureft  Cure  for  railing  at  them.  The 
Abufe  of  Parliaments  comes  with  an  evil  and  ill-judg- 
cd  Grace  from  his  Pen,  and  is  a  prepofterous  Grie- 
vance out  of  his  Mouth.  King  James  heftored  and 
defied  Parliaments,  would  have  extinguifhed  Parlia- 
ments, and  fet  up  his  weak  Will,  that  is.  Popery  and 
Tyranny,  in  the  Room  of  Law,  of  Gofpel,  and  of 
Parliaments.  The  Excellency  of  our  Laws  is  a  Proof 
of  the  Excellency  of  our  Parliaments,  and  a  glorious 
Defence  of  them  ;  neither  can  they  have  higher  Praife^ 
than  that  the  Pretender  and  other  Papifts  diflike  them^ 

PENAL  Laws  are  the  ftale  Common-Place  of  all 
difafledcd  Men,  and  the  eternal  Subject  of  their  In- 
ve^ivesj  becaufe  they  fet  Bounds  to  their  Fury.  It  is 
natural  for  Rebels  to  rail  at  the  Laws  that  hamper  and 
hang  them.  I  wonder  that  the  Pretender's  AlanifeftQ 
jfhould  venture  to  mention  Penal  Lawsy  when  before 
the  Revolution  almoft  every  Penal  Law  was  wrefled 
into  a  Capital  Law,  Even  the  Defence  of  Law  v/as 
made  Capital  ;  and  fo  worthy  an  Engltjhmany  and  fa 
great  a  Man  as  Algernoon  Sidney^  was  arraigned  for 
Libelling  ;  for  fo  that  excellent  Book  of  his  in  De- 
fence of  Liberty  againft  Tyranny,  fince  printed  and 
read  with  Applaufe,  was  then  called  ;  and  that  true 
vPatriot  was  executed  for  publilhing  it^  though  it  never 
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went  out  of  his  Clofet,  nor  was  proved  to  be  his  Hand- 
writing. Harmlefs  Words  and  Converfation  became 
the  Objeds  of  Penal  Laws,  which  were  virulently 
ftretched  to  make  public  Martyrs.  I  doubt  it  is  the 
greateft  Misfortune  of  this  Government,  that  Penal 
Laws  have  been  fo  little  exerted  ;  wey^^  the  Numbers 
and  Boldnefs  ofPapifts  :  Pray  God  we  may  not  feel  lU 
He  talks  idly  and  loofely  about  former  Mi/car- 
riages undef  King  James^  and  the  Outcries  againft 
them.  He  calls  Outrages  and  Tyranny  Mlfcarriages  ; 
the  Invafion  and  Sufpenfion  of  the  Laws  ;  the  High 
Commiflion,  an  Liquifition  fet  up  to  deftroy  this  Pro- 
teflant  Church  ;  the  exacting  of  A^Eoney  from  the  Sub- 
jects, without  Law,  and  againft  Law  ;  the  Imprifon- 
ment  of  the  Bijhops  of  the  Church,  a  Third  of  the 
Bench  at  once,  for  their  modeft  Petition  to  be  relieved 
from  crying  Oppreffion  ;  an  Army  maintained  againft 
Parliament  and  People  ;  many  of  the  Officers  Papifts,> 
commiffioned  againft  Law ;  many  of  them  IriJJ)  Pa- 
pijis^  the  Butchers  of  ProteJIants  in  41  !  or  fprung, 
from  fuch  Butchers,  and  ftill  raging  with  the  fame 
Spirit  of  Butchery ;  Cities  and  Boroughs  robbed  of 
their  Charters,  their  dear  Birthright  !  Parliaments 
extinguiftied  ;  Proteftants^^  difplaced  and  oppreiTed  ;. 
Ibme  burned,  many  baniftied  ;  Popiili  Priefts  govern- 
ing public  Councils  'i-  Popery  itfelf  advancing  Vs^ith- 
dreadful  Strides,  already  poflefs'd  of  the  Throne,  and 
juft  invading  the  Church ;  barefaced  Tyranny  fet  up  ;. 
Jefferies^  and  the  other  Liftruments  of  Tyranny,  wan- 
toning in  Oppreffion,  fporting  with  the  Lives  and  For- 
tunes of  Men^  and  wading  in  Blood  :  All  thefe  fright- 
ful and  confuming  Woes  ;  all  this  Train  of  Horrorsy. 
he  calls  Mlfcarriages ;  neither  does  he  call  them  by 
this  gentle  Name  explicitly^  but  only,  for  Argument- 
fake,  y^if^/j^i  them,  and  boldly  adds,  that  *'  They 
*'  have  been  more-  than  atoned  for  by  an  Exile  of  his^^ 
^^  Family  during  Fifty-feven  Years*" 
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This  may  pafs  for  Reafoning  amongft  Banditti  j. 
Ruffians,  dcfperate  Partlzans,  and  the  Enthufiafts  of 
Pariy  ;  amongft  favage  Papifts^  attending  him  from 
Ignorance,  Bogs  and  Mountains ;  but  it  is  an  Infult 
upon  Common  Senfe  ;  the  more  fo,  becaufe  he  does 
not  once  blame  King  James  for  having  committed 
fuch  a  Group  of  Tyrannical  Exce/Tes  :  So  far  is  be 
'  from  declaring  that  he  is  forry  for  them,  afhamed  of 
them,  and  that  they  fhall  never  be  rep*eated  ;  though 
had  he  fo  declared,  we  fhould  not  have  fo  believed  : 
His  Religion  perrriits  him  to  promife  fair,  but  damn& 
him*  if  he  keeps  his  Promifes. 

By  this  odd  Language,  and  as  odd  Silence,  we  may 
clearly  fee  what  he  intends,  and  what  zve  may  certain- 
ly expe6l>  even  to  fee  all  r  ever  fed  that  was  done  at 
and  Jince  the  Revolution^  and  all  revived  that  was 
Aon^  before.  What  that  was  I  have  juft  fhewed,  and 
could  flill  ihtw  more  tragically,  had  I  Time  to  retail 
here  all  the  Doings  of  James  11.  whofe  whole  Hiftory 
is  but  one  continued  Strain  of  Perfidy,  Perjury,  Bi- 
gotry and  Tyranny  j  a  little  Heart  full  of  great  Am- 
bition ;  a  weak  Head  ;  and  neither  Head  nor  Heart 
in  his  oivn  keeping. 

It  feems  we  have  had  an  unlavjful  Government 
,0ver  fince  the  Revolution,  Unhappily  for  him,  this 
his  Complaint  hurts  him  bitterly.  It  is  certain,  that 
we  have  enjoy'd  more  Felicity  and  Liberty,  fince  the 
Revolution,  than  this  Nation  ever  knew  fmce  it  was  a 
Nation.  It  is  certain,  that  Tyranny  was  never  car- 
ried to  fuch  a  Height  as  before  the  Revolution  under 
his  pretended  Father. 

PIere  is  a  Choice  offered  us,  to  continue  what  we 
sre,  Happy  and  Free  ;  or,  to  relapfe  into  the  Servi- 
tude and  Yoke  put  upon  the  Necks  of  our  Forefathers 
by  his  P'ather.  We  have  a  hopeful  Specimen,  from 
l^is  Son's  Behaviour  in  Scotland^  what  we  may  afiu- 
jedly  hope  for  in  England,  There  he  rules  by  wanton 
Will,  by  Sword  and  Target^  chiefly  by  the  Aid  and 
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Counfels  of  Mountaineers,  who  neither  obey  Law, 
nor  can  read  it.  Thefe  are  his  Meafures  of  Govern- 
ment, for  which  he  hzs  full  Powers  from  his  Father 
at  Rome,  Whilft  he  is  openly  trampling  upon  all 
Laws,  and  all  that  Free  Parliaments  have  done,  and  is^ 
afting  what  every  Parliament  muft  abhor,  h€  mocks 
us  with  an  Appeal  to  a  Free  Parliament :  So  a£ted  and 
fo  talked  King  James^  but  would  never  ftand  the 
Trial.  His  whole  Truft  was  in  an  Irijh  Army,  as. 
that  of  his  Son  is  in  one  like  it. 

The  Argument  from  Providence^  taken  from  his- 
Succefs,  is  equally  ridiculous.  Hath  Providence  led 
him  to  Vidory,  and  the  antient  Capital  of  Scotland? 
Then  Providence  juftifies  lawlefs  Invafion  and  Out- 
■  rages,  and  the  Violence  of  the  Sword  againft  the  fa- 
ded Sandion  of  Laws. 

With  the  fame  Inconfifl:ency  and  Impotence,  he 
talks  of  the  miferable  Situation  of  the  Kingdom  at 
Home  and  Abroad,  Who  hath  contributed  fo  highly 
as  himfelf  to  make  it  miferable?  Before  he  embroiled 
us,  we  rioted  in  Eafe  and  Plenty  ;  this  gauled  his  great 
Patron^  who  therefore  fent  him  to  reduce  Free  Bri- 
tons to  the  Condition  of  his  own  Subjeils,  who  are 
hungry  Slaves  ;  nor  is  there  fo  fure  a  Way  to  exalt 
France^  as  to  fmk  and  inflave  Britain,  Without  this. 
Defign  we  fhould  not  have  had  this  Vifit.  It  is  the 
Intereftof  Franccy  and  therefore  the  Bufmefsof /V^?;7rr, 
to  undo  us.>  This  is  the  Ufe  (he  means  to  make  of 
the  Pretender  ;  it  is  the  Ufe  which  Ihe  made  of  King 
Charles  and  King  James  ;  v/ho,  from  powerful  Inde- 
pendent Sovereigns,  demeaned  themfelves  to  be  the  De-- 
puties  and  Coadjutors  of  the  French  King,  to  enthral 
Europe  ;  a  Tafk  never  to  be  effeited  till  they  had  en- 
thralled their  People.  They  became  the  Inftruments 
and  Confederates  of  France 'dgsiinU  their  own  Subjefts. 
Thence  arifes  the  Zeal  of  France  to  eftablifli,  or,  if 
you  will,  to  reinjiate  the  Pretender,  as  of  a  Race  pro- 
ptious  to  France  :  Thence  her  Ha^trcd  to  King  /^/7- 
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liarn^  to  King  George^  and  to  Liberty  ;  and  thence 
her  Partiality  and  Succours  to  the  Pretender.  If  France 
apprehended  any  Good  from  England^  France^  far 
from  helping  him^  would  help  England  againft  him. 
This  is,  at  prefent,  the  Perfuafion  of  every  true 
EngUJJoman^  and  juftly  fills  them  All  with  their  pre- 
fent  univerfal  hoftile  Hatred  to  France  \  and  to  the 
Prete?jder^  as  the  Implement  of  France.  The  fame 
Perfuafion  endears  to  them,  with  feafonable  and  un- 
exampled Affedion,  their  own  excellent  and  match- 
lefs  Conftitution,  and  their  own  brave  and  excellent 
King  George  :  God  blefs  and  profper  him,  and  blaft 
the  Devices  of  his  Enemies  ! 

Number  XI*     Popery  tried  by  Chrijiianity  and  Rea- 
fon^  and  proved  an  Enemy  to  both* 

VS^^HATEVER  tends  to  the  general  Good  of  Men, 
^^  will  eafily  be  believed  to  come  from  God. 
Whatever  only  promotes  the  Intereft  of  particular 
Men,  efpecially  if  it  be  burdenfome  and  injurious  to 
the  reft  of  Men,  is  only  the  Contrivance  of  particular 
Men,  and  can  never  come  from  God,  who  made  all 
Men,  and  is  no  RefpeSfer  of  Perfons,-  To  fay,  that 
he  countenances  any  narrow,  felfifh  Crafty  to  cheat 
and  plunder,  and  opprefs-  All  for  the  fake  of  a  Few, 
or  of  Many,  is  not  only  to  belye,  but  to  blafpheme 
him  ;  as  if  the  all-wife  Creator  of  Men,  and  Preferver 
of  Heaven  and  Earth,  could  defcend  to  low  Confede- 
racies and  Impofture,  the  more  deteftable  and  impious,, 
for  profanely  ufurping  the  Name  of  Piety,^ 

I  SHALL  not  here  enter  into  a  Difplay  of  the  infi- 
nite Machinery  of  Popery^  obvioufly  framed  to  cheat 
and  engrofs  the  World,  to  mock  God,  and  to  rob 
and  abufe  Men.  I  fliall  at  prefent  inquire  a  little  into 
the  Notions  of  Charity  entertained  by  the  Romijh^ 
Church^ 

If 


ropery  an  j^nemy  to  ^Drijiianu'j.       oj 

If  {he  want  that  great  Chara£ierijlical  Grace,  (lie 
wants  Chrijilanity.  Alms  and  Partiality  to  thofe  of  her 
own  Fraternity,  are  only  Flattery  for  Flattery,  the 
Wages  of  Credulity  and  Bondage,  all  to  keep  her 
Dupes  in  good  Humour,  at  the  Expence  of  Truth  and 
their  Eye-ftght. 

The  genuine  Trial  of  C^^nV/ is,  to  apply  it  to 
People  of  a  different  Perfuafton.  If  it  fhew  Mercy ^ 
and  Tendernefsy  and  good  Willy  there  y  and  hope  the 
Salvation  of  their  Soulsy  though  it  condemn  their 
Opinions ;  it  is  genuine^  it  is  Chrijiian  Chanty.  But 
v/here  it  hates y  and  damns y  and  perfecutes  all  others  ; 
it  renounces  Chrijiianityy  and  bears  the  blackeft  Mark 
of  Impojiure ;  at  beft,  of  Fanaiicifm, 

It  is  a  prepofterous  Notion  of  God,  who  formed  us 
all,  to  conceive,  that  he  is  addi(3:ed  to  Modes,  and 
guided  by  Names  and  Caprice  \  and  that  he  hates,  and 
will  damn,  any  human  Soul  iox  Jiriving  topleafe  him 
the  heji  Way  it  can ;  much  lefs  for  difliking  any  Wor- 
Ihip,  which,  however  followed  and  magnified,  feems 
more  likely  to  offend  and  contradiSfy  than  to  pleafe  the 
Almighty  God,  if  it  be  no-where  commanded  in  his> 
Word,  but  rather  clearly  forbidden  there.  How  can 
a  Man,  who  has  read  the  fecond  Commandment y  bow 
to  an  ImapCy  much  lefs  pray  to  it  ?  He,,  who  contra- 
difts  this  Divine  Commandy  is  a  daring  Impoftor,  a 
Revolter  from  God,  and  a  Tyrant  to  Men.  His  Guilt 
and  Tyranny  are  ftill  greater,  if  he  curfe  or  punifh  any 
Man  for  obeying  God,  rather  than  Men^  By  it  he 
avows  himfelf  an  Idolat-ery  a  Champion  for  Idolatry y 
an  Apojiate  from  Gody  and  an  implacable  Foe  to  all 
who  worfhip  God  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth. 

If  an  uncharitable  Sentence  could  be  warranted  in^ 
any  Chriftian,  it  would  furely  be  warranted  againft 
fuch,  who  contradift  the  moft  explicity  the  moft  po* 
fitive  Laws  of  God ;  and  at  the  fame  time  pretend  to^ 
be  his  only  Followers  and  Favourites  ;  and  therefore 
deny  his  Mercy  and  Salvation  to  all  human  Race  be- 

ikle^*. 


64       Popery  an  Enemy  to  Chriftianity. 

fides.  If  ever  Perfecution  can  be  jujlified^  it  is  ^Oy 
when  'tis  inflidled  upon  Perfecutors,  Do  not  they^ 
who  are  armed  to  deftroy  all,  invite  Defl:ru<Slion  from 
all  ?  Are  they^  who  want  all  Charity,  and  fliev/  no 
Mercy,  intitled  to  Mercy  or  Charity  ?  Whoever  fol- 
lows Reaforiy  and  the  Bthle^  is  an  Objefl;  of  Horror 
and  Vengeance  to  Papijls^  who  lock  up  the  Scriptures, 
and  hanifn  the  Ufe  of  Reafon  :  Popery  damns  all  who 
adhere  to  either^  burns  all  that  it  damns,  and  thus 
expofes  itfelf  to  be  ufcd  by  others,  as  it.  always  ufes 
others. 

The  Plea,  that  They  only  are  In  the  Right,  and 
all  others  In  the  Wrong,  is  the  ftale  Plea  of  all  Perfe- 
cutors and  Fanatics,  from  the  Pope  down  to  Muggle- 
ton  ;  and  may  be  turned  bv  every  one  upon  every  one,- 
Muggleton  was  as  free  of  his  Damnation  to  all  who 
would  not  believe  implicitly  in  him,  as  his  HcUnefs 
could  be  :  He  even  eiidov/ed  his  Wife  Mary  u^ith  the 
Power  of  dafnning.  And  doubtlefs  the  Sentence  of 
that  curftng  Pair  would  have  proved  equally  tragical 
with  that  of  the  Pope,  had  their  Means  been  equaL 

All  thefe  profane  Curfers,  whether  they  aft  from 
Cro%inefs  or  Craft,,  fet  up  at  once  for  Omnipotence, 
and  indeed  for  all  the  Attributes  of  God>  in  attempt- 
ing to  do  what  God  never  did,  by  fixing  all  the  end- 
lefs  Roamings  of  the  human  Soul,  and  obliging  all 
Men  to  reafon  and  to  dream  alike,  with  Faculties  infi- 
nitely unlike.  V/hat  two  Men  upon  Earth  had  ever 
exactly  the  farne  Perfon,  Features,  Senfations,  and 
Perceptions  ?  Are  not  the  Speculations  of  Men  ffill 
more  various,  infinitely  more  wandering  and  unfixed  ? 
And  what  can  be  more  frantic,  than  to  blame  Men 
for  differing,  when  Nature  itfelf,  and  confequently 
NeceJJity,  hath  made  them  to  differ  ?  To  curfe  Men 
.  forfo  differing,  is  profane  ;  to  torture  and  burn  them 
for  it,  is  diabolical. 

Persecutors  therefore,  having  renounced  C6r/- 
Jiianity  and  Reafon^  ought  to  be  renounced  by  both. 
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Perfecution  is  deftruftive  of  human  Society.  Men 
eternally  differing  in  Kotions  one  from  another,  muft, 
when  thus  animated,  for  ever  be  deftroying  one  ano- 
ther :  And,  to  drive  all  fuch  Difference  out  of  the 
World,  there  m.uft  be  but  one  Man  lefc  in  it.  This 
is  the  only,  and  the  laff,  certain  Expedient.  So  that 
Perfecuiion  infers  the  Extirpation  oi Men^  as  v^ell  as 
of  Religion  and  Reafon  ;  at  leaft,  unlefs  ail  Men  fur- 
render  themfelves  implicitly  to  Hypocrify^  and  to  eter-* 
nal  Vajfalage, 

Such  are  the  Genius ^  fuch  the  Principles^  and  fuch 
the  everlajiing  Pra5iices^  of  Popery,  Papijls  are 
bound  in  Confcience  to  deftroy  us  Protejlants,  He  is 
no  Catholic  who  will  not  deftroy  Herefy^  and  confe- 
quently  Heretics  ;  and  he,  who  is  not  a  Catholicy  is^ 
according  to  Catholic  Charity,  furely  damned. 

Could  the  Wit  of  Man,  could  the  Malice  of  y«- 
das^  or  of  Satan ^  frame  a  more  fliccking  Syftem,  a 
more  dreadful  Confpiracy  againft  human  Reafon,  hu- 
man Society,  human  Peace,  Religion,  and  the  Lives 
of  Men  ? 

Such  a  Ihocking  Syjlem^  fuch  a  dreadful  Confpira- 
cy^ is  Popery^  yet  Papijls  call  themfelves  the  only 
Cbrijiians.  To  profefs  the  Name  of  Chrift,  to  believe 
in  him,  to  imitate  him,  and  die  for  him,  is  all  no- 
thing, without  being  a  Papift  ;  nay,  you  are  damned 
for  all  this,  unlefs  you  are  a  Papiji  ;  damned  in  the 
next  World,  and  burned  in  this.  Had  Popery  been 
contrived  by  the  bittereft,  and  moft  fanguinary  Ene- 
mies of  Popery^  it  could  not  have  been  contrived  more 
ihocking  and  incredible,  than  it  really  is. 

Yet  this  dreadful  Pifture,  this  devilifh  Spirit  of 
Popery,  are  fo  far  from  provoking  its  Votaries  to  ab- 
hor it,  much  lefs  to  forfake  it,  that  the  more  dreadful 
it  is,  the  more  They  reverence  it  ;  they  awfully  ad- 
mire^ nay,  adore^  its  higheji  Extravagances,  which 
therefore  hold  them  ftill  the  fafter.  Their  Priejis 
are  Majiers  of  their  Senfes.     Who,  that  believes  bis 
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Senfes,  can  believe  what  contradi6ls  them  all,  believe 
an  Impoilibility,  Tranfuhjiantiation  ?  Their  Priefts 
govern  them  by  their  Fears.  Their  Priefts  can  damn 
or  fave  them  ;  at  beft  they  cannot  be  faved  without 
their  Priefts,  Dare  they  after  this  contradidl  their 
Priefts  ? 

Number  XIL  Warning  to  Britons,  upon  the  prefent 
Rebeliion  fupported  by  France. 

A  FRENCH  Invafion  implies  a  French  Conqueft ; 
-^^  Conqueft  implies  Servitude.  He  muft  be  fit  for 
Bedlam  who  dreams  that  France  can  mean  any  thing 
but  our  Defolation  and  Ruin  by  endeavouring  to  force 
a  King  upon  us,  or  that  they  even  mean  that  he  fhall 
be  King,  whatever  Mock-Royalty  they  nominally 
give  him.  It  is  their  own  Intereft  and  Dominion  on- 
ly that  they  feek,  to  mafter  and  crufh  us  for  beating 
and  difappointing  them :  They  know  that  they  can 
never  flourifh  and  domineer  till  they  have  impoverifh- 
ed  and  opprefied  us  :  And  none  but  an  abfolute  Crea- 
ture of  theirs,  one  pliable  into  every  Form  and  Im- 
preffion,  obfequious  to  their  Dictates,  and  fupple  to 
their  Will,  can  ferve  them  by  domineering  over  Us. 

If  they  found  fuch  Complaifance  from  King  Charles 
11.  without  any  Claim  to  the  Merit  of  reftoring  him  : 
If  that  Prince  Ihewed  fo  little  Gratitude  to  the  Eng- 
liP)  Nation,  for  their  Zeal  and  Generofity  in  recalling 
him,  as  to  facrifice,  as  he  did  during  his  whole  Reign, 
fo  loyal  a  People  to  the  unjuft  Views  and  pernicious 
Ambition  of  France^  and  hut  feemed  a  Proteftant  the 
better  to  betray  his  Proteftant  Subjects.  If  King  Jamei 
II.  blindly  and  ungratefully  followed  the  fame  Courfe, 
and  whilft  he  had  the  aukward  Ainbition  of  aiming  at 
abfolute  Power  here,  yet  was  meanly  fubfervient  to 
the  Di£tates  and  Grandeur  of  France^  ftill  more  mean- 
ly owning  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Pope  ;  though  nei- 
ther Francs  nor  the  Pope  had  any  Share  in  giving  him 
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his  Crown.  If  both  thefe  Princes,  only  for  the  fake 
of  making  their  weak  and  depraved  Will  a  Law  to 
their  good  Proteftant  Subjefts,  truckled  to  the  Will 
and  Craft  of  France  and  Rorne^  what  is  to  be  expell- 
ed from  one  who  has  no  Support  but  theirs,  no  Prin- 
ciples but  thofe  of  Popery  and  Tyranny ;  or,  if  he 
had  other  and  better  Principles,  dares  not  maintain 
them,  though  he  may  be  allowed  to  profefs  them,  and 
pra^Life  Guile  the  better  to  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  thefe 
his  Prote6lors,  and  his  own  Purpofes  ? 

A  Ruler  impofed  upon  a  Country  may  claim 
Right,  but  will  rule  by  Force  where  his  Right  is  not 
owned.  They  who  help  him  to  rule  will  rule  for 
him,  and  be  his  Matters,  though  he  bear  the  Name. 
Neither  he  nor  they  will  truft  a  People  whom  they 
have  once  forced.  He  will  not  be  fufFered  to  truft 
them  if  he  would.  For  then  he  ceafes  to  be  inde- 
pendent of  thofe  who  impofed  him.  Whoever  call  in 
Queftion  his  Right,  will  pay  for  their  Saucinefs  with 
their  Lives.  The  Laws  that  oppofe  it  will  be  Trea- 
fon  :  The  A£ls  of  Violence  that  fupport  it  will  be 
called  Laws,  and  the  Sword  will  direct,  as  well  as 
execute,  the  Procefs.  Hungry  Harpies  will  be  crav- 
ing after  Prey ;  Vengeance  will  be  hunting  for  Vic- 
tims \  to  gorge  both  Sorts,  the  Rich  and  the  Guiltlefs 
muft  p^fti.  Wherever  there  is  Property  there  will 
be  Guilt :  All  Men  will  be  expofed  to  fufFer,  the  Beft 
moft :  Suffering  will  be  followed  with  Complaint, 
Complaints  with  Punifhment.  Wife  Men  will  excite 
Jealoufy  :  Great  Men  will  be  the  Objeds  of  Fear  : 
And  as  Difcontents  will  be  conftantly  and  plentifully 
furniflied,  frefh  Terrors  to  extinguifli  them  will  con- 
tinually be  increafed,  and  continually  be  renewing  fuch 
Difcontents. 

Here  is  a  dreadful  Series  and  Intercourfe  of  Enmi- 
ty, where  one  Side  only  is  armed,  and  void  of  Mer- 
cy ;  as  the  other  is  of  Help  and  Hope.  Title,  Qua- 
lity, Fortune,  will  be  obnoxious  and  marked ;  every 

Virtue 


^b^^Vamtngto  Britons  on  the  Rebellion, 

Virtue  will  become  a  Snare,  and  whatever  furnillied 
out  the  Eafe  and  Ornament  of  Life,  will  become  a 
Call  for  taking  Life  away.  The  Induftry  of  Years, 
the  Acquifition  of  Ages,  the  Fruits  of  a  Thoufand 
Cares,  will  be  fwept  away  in  a  Moment,  all  to  re- 
ward the  guilty  Authors  of  fuch  horrible  Iniquity  and 
Combuftion.  Such  will  be  the  Penalty  exacted  for 
the  Guilt  of  Fortune  and  Merit ;  fuch  the  Price  im- 
pofed  upon  public  Ruin  ;  a  Price  always  paying,  but 
never  finally  paid  till  All  is  paid.  The  Courfe  of  Law 
and  even  of  Nature  will  be  inverted,  Nobility  de- 
meaned; Meannefs  exalted;  Worth  punifhed;  Guilt 
rewarded:  Whatever  was  once  Law  will  be  TreafcHy 
whatever  was  once  Treafon  will  be  Law. 

Thus  tragical  and  perifhing  muft  be  the  State  of 
England.  What  muft  be  the  State  Abroad,  but  that 
all  Enrape  muft  follow  the  general  Servitude  begun 
here ;  and  thus  deprived  of  its  chief  Protection  and 
Refource,  forrowfully  bear  the  Yoke  of  a  reftlefs  Na- 
tion, eager  to  put  Chains  on  all  others,  though  they 
bear  the  heavieft  themfelves? 

They  had  never  accomplilhed  the  grand  Defign^ 
*  without  the  Help  of  the  two  Royal  Brothers,  the 
EngliJI)  Monarchs  above-mentioned.  For,  though 
France  n^^de  them  not,  flie  moulded  and  managed 
them.  Far  from  attending  to  the  Call  of  National. 
Litereft  and  Honour,  and  afferting  the  Glory  of  the 
EngUjh  Diadem,  by  preferving  the  Balance,  and 
checking  the  Encroachments  of  France  ;  the  Two 
Roya!  brothers  encouraged  all  her  Encroachments  up- 
on ali  her  Neighbours,  upon  the  Empire,  upon  Spainy 
and  upon  the  Duich^^  our  more  intimate  Neighbours 
and  Fellovz-Proteitants  ;  nay,  affifted  to  exterminate 
the  whole  Dutch  Nation,  in  order  to  make  England 
a  more  contiguous  Member  of  the  French  Monarchy^ 
to  which  the  EngUJh  Monarchs  were  become  mean 
Penfioners  and  Auxiliaries,  with  the  prepofterous  Pride 
of  aiming  themfelves  at  abfolute  Power  over  free  Sub- 
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ijetSts,  who  were  too  proud  to  be  Slaves,  efpccially 
^econd-hand  Slaves  to  France, 

The  Monarchs  of  England  defcended  to  be  the 
unnatural  Tnftruments  of  exalting  France^  and  were  the 
Authors  of  all  the  Expence,  anfwerable  for  all  the 
dreadful  Wars  in  Europe  ever  fince.  A  Frown  from 
a  King  of  Great  Britain  would  have  made  the 
Grand  Monarch  a  very  harmlefs  Neighbour.  Would 
Edward  III.  would  Henry  V.  nay,  would  Oliver 
Cromwell^  in  King  Charleses  Place,  have  fuffered  him 
to  fpoil  his  weakeft  Neighbours,  or  once  to  have  dif- 
played  the  Flower-du-luce  upon  the  Rhine  or  Mojelle? 
Oliver  kept  him  in  conftant  Awe ;  though,  for  his 
own  Ends,  fuch  was  the  unhappy  Situation  of  an 
Ufurper,  he  allowed  him  too  much  Line.  The  Two 
Brothers  lacquied  to  him  as  their  Superior,  took  his 
Hire,  and,  as  it  were,  wore  his  Livery,  and  encou- 
raged him  in  all  his  perfidious,  in  all  his  barbarous 
Invafions. 

It  was  this,  this  infamous  Acquiefcence  and  Ve- 
I  nality  from  hence,  that  made  him  the  Terror,  the 
Oppreflbr  of  Europe^  and  raifed  his  Vanity,  and  his 
Power  with  it,  fo  high,  that  it  required  a  William  III. 
and  a  Duke  of  Marlborough  to  tame  him  and  take 
him  down.  That  thefe  two  great  Genius's  in  State 
and  War  did  not  thoroughly  humble  him,  was  owing 
to  the  devililh  Spirit  of  Party,  which  generally  de- 
ftroys  a  Country  by  a  Pretence  of  faving  it. 

FRANCE  knows  that  in  order  to  enflavc  Europt 
(he  muft  begin  with  Great  Britain.  Great  Britain 
ought  to  know,  all  wife  Men  in  it  do  know,  that 
England  has  nothing  but  Chains  and  Mifery  to  hope 
from  the  Policy  and  Friendfhip  of  France,  This  is  a 
dreadful  Profpedt  to  Britons  and  Prote/iants^  and  the 
only  one,  if  fhe  fucceed.  Ought  it  not  to  be  the  firft 
and  laft  Refolution  of  Englilhmen  and  Protejlants^ 
that  fhe  fhall  not  ?  What  Indignation  muft  they  not 
naturally  feel  againft  the  perfidious,  the  infolent,  and 

fanguinarj 
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fanguinary  Efforts  of  France^  and  againft  all  who  im- 
pioufly  take  Part  with  France?  Her  Partizans  here, 
if  there  be  any  fuch,  muft  be  the  moft  unnatural  of 
all  Parricides  :  A  glorious  Spirit  appears  amongft  all 
Claffes  of  Men,  in  fpite  of  all  the  late  Pains  taken, 
all  the  traiterous  Mifreprefentations  ufed  to  prevent  it, 
to  damp  it,  and  to  turn  the  Refentment  of  Englijh- 
men  upon  the  Guardians  of  England^  without  fparing 
the  Highejl. 

The  laft  Revolution  was  a  manifeft  Deliverance 
from  Popery  and  Tyranny.  This  would  be  as  mani- 
feft a  Delivery  into  both.  King  James  depofed  him- 
felf ;  He  would  abolifli  Parliaments,  he  would  efta- 
blifli  Popery  ;  his  Will  was  to  be  a  Law  to  his  Sub- 
je6ls ;  their  Confciences  muft  fubmit  to  his  Bigotry. 
Thefe  were  Grievances  indeed,  not  made,  nor  to  be 
aggravated,  but  felt.  No  wonder  he  at  once  loft 
Lords  and  Commons,  Army,  Clergy  and  People.  He 
had  incited  and  even  warranted  them  to  defert  him, 
and  effectually  w^arned  them  never  to  truft  him  more, 
whom  no  Oaths  nor  Laws  could  bind,  and  who  had 
fet  up  Superftition  againft  the  Gofpel,  Jefuitifm  againft 
the  EngUfl)  Hierarchy,  Ails  of  State  framed  by  his 
Popifti  Wife,  and  his  Popifti  Priefts  (all  carefully  tu- 
tor'd  by  France)  againft  A61s  of  Parliament. 

What  are  the  Grievances  at  prefent?  War  and 
Taxes,  and  Foreign  Subfidies :  Heavy  Evils,  without 
doubt.  But,  from  what  Caufes,  and  when  did  they 
begin  ?  Were  they  not  all  derived  from  the  fame  Root, 
from  the  fame  Quarter  and  devilifti  Policy,  from  whence 
we  are  juft  now  threatened  with  Relief?  They  all  came 
from  France^  and  from  the  pernicious  Subferviency  of 
our  former  Princes  to  France.  All  that  was  facred  and 
valuable  to  England  was  then  facrificed  to  France ; 
EngUJh  Honour,  the  Religion,  the  Trade  of  England., 
with  a  Balance  of  Millions  yearly  in  favour  of  France. 
Thefe  are,  moft  probably,  the  intended  Blellings  un- 
der 
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der  which  we  are  to  be  reinjlated  by  the  Revolution 
now  threatened. 

Religion  too  often  follows  Power,  or  is  changed 
and  fubverted  by  Power.  France^  by  extending  her 
Sv/ay,  will  extend  Popery ;  and  if  by  planting  a 
French  Deputy  upon  the  Englijh  Throne,  flie  can 
mafter  this  great  Source  and  Afylum  of  Protejiantifm^  ' 
Religion  will  too  naturally  end,  where  there  is  an  End 
of  Liberty. 

What  can  be  a  more  alarming  Call,  what  a  more 
interefting  Quarrel  ?  It  is  literally  pro  Arts  &  Focisj 
for  whatever  concerns  God  or  Confcience,  whatever 
concerns  our  Liberties  and  Fortunes,  to  keep  them  or 
to  lofe  them ;  nay,  to  keep  them  or  lofe  them  for 
ever,  is  the  Difpute.  Our  Enemies  will  be  as  eager 
to  keep  Footing,  as  to  gain  it.  If  prefent  Defence 
and  Spirit  be  wanting,  future  Remedies  will  probably 
be  inefFedlual. 

What  can  be  a  more  fenfible  Infult,  or  higher 
Provocation,  than  that  a  Nation,  whom  we  have  al- 
ways beaten,  and  are  now  beating,  ihould  dare  to 
face  our  Coafts,  and  audacioufly  threaten  to  conquer 
us,  and  even  *to  rule  us  by  a  Deputy  ?  Indeed,  if 
they  carry  this  Point,  they  carry  all.  If  they  fail  in 
this,  they  fail  in  all.  The  Decifion  is  fhort  and  com- 
prehenfible  on  both  Sides.  If  ftie  fucceed,  we  are 
undone  :  If  {he  mifcarry,  fhe  is  finally  baffled  and 
vanquifhed. 

Number  XIII.  The  Jhocking  Antipathy  of  Popery  t9 
Common  Senfe  and  Chr'ijlian  Charity, 

'T'HE  further  Enthufiafm  departs  from  Reafon^  the 
more  fccure  it  is  againft  Reafon.,  Moderate 
Nonfenfe,  Nonfenfe  that  comes  near  the  Reach  of 
Reafon,  may  be  cured  by  Reafon ;  but  downright 
Nonfenfe  and  Contradiction  is  an  Overmatch  for  all 
the  Reafon  of  Mankind,  efpecially  when  Juch  Non- 
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fenfe  is  accounted  facred^  and  Reafon  reckoned  prs- 
fane.  Popijh  Craft  is  aware  of  all  this  ;  it  knows 
where  its  chief  Strength  lies,  and  never  cheats  by 
halv-es.  Its  Delufion  is  above  all  human  Comprehen- 
fion,  and  fcorns  Argument  as  the  Work  of  carnal 
Reafon^  perhaps  a  Temptation  from  Satan, 

By  the  fame  Craft  and  Fanatic ifm^  the  Scriptures 
may  be  grofly  abufed  by  fuch  as  think  that  they 
believe  the  Scriptures ;  Cruelty  may  be  made  to  pafs 
for  Charity ;  Impofiure  for  lnJiru£iion  \  and  the  Gof 
pel  itfelf  for  a  Book  altogether  unintelligible^  and  even 
dangerous^  without  the  Explication  of  the  Priejiy  who 
therefore  carefully  keeps  it  from  his  poor  Dupes,  and 
lets  them  have  neither  a  New  Teflament  nor  a  Savi- 
Qur^  but  what  are  of  his  own  making. 

Their  Tenets,  like  their  Miracles,  are  foolifh 
enough  to  raife  Laughter,  were  it  not  for  their  Cruel- 
ty, which  is  without  Bounds,  and,  but  for  the  daily 
Praftice  of  it,  would  be  beyond  Belief.  Whatever 
Follies  and  Extravagancies  are  found  in  all  other  Reli- 
gions, come  far  fhort  of  thofe  in  Popery^  all  wonder- 
fully improved  by  all  the  Vifions  of  dreaming  Monksy 
and  by  all  the  adopted  Drolleries  of  Pcfiganifm, 

But,  referving  the  Fooleries  of  Popery  for  another 
Paper,  I  fliall  obferve  here  the  mad  Affurance  of  Pa- 
pifts,  in  damning  at  once  whole  Nations  and  Empires  \ 
indeed  all  that  are  not  perverted  into  their  own  Com- 
plication oi  Frauds y  Nonfenfe^  Fanaticifm^  Contradic- 
tion^  Hypocrify^  and  Cruelty,  A  Pagan^  perverted 
into  Popery^  is  to  be  pitied ;  yet,  to  make  fuch  Pro- 
felytesy  is  the  great  Boaft  and  Purfuit  of  their  Mif 
fionariesy  who  thence  make  them  Ten  times  more  the 
Children  of Delufion, 

Father  Alexander  de  Rhodes  makes  a  bold,  and,  I 
think,  an  impious  Obfervation  concerning  the  Chinefe^ 
though  he  makes  it  from  what  he  thinks  a  Spirit  of 
Piety.  After  be  has  computed  the  Number  of  Souls 
in  tliat  immenfe  Empire  to  be  Two  hundred  and  Fifty 

Millions^ 
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Millions^  he  adds,  with  a  Sigh,  That  at  leaji  Five 
Millions  of  them  are  damned  every  Year.  That  is, 
the  whole  Nation  are  as  furely  damned  as  they  die^ 
and  as  fajl  as  they  die.  Helas  !  J' ay  fouvent  fait  le 
Compte^  que  tons  les  ans  au  moins  cinque  Millions  de^ 
fcendent  aux  Enfers. 

Would  any  rational  Man^  can  any  Chrijlian 
Man^  be  of  the  fame  Religion  with  this  blafphemous 
Enthufiaji^  or  bear  to  fee  fuch  Blafphemy  and  Enthu- 
fiafm  propagated  in  the  World  ?  Such  a  Principle 
charged  upon  Chriftianity  would  deter  all  who  con- 
fult  Reafon,  and  honour  the  Deity,  from  embracing 
it. '  Who,  that  does  either,  can  believe  that  all  the 
Souls  whom  God  creates,  or  hath  created,  are  damn- 
ed, unlefs  they  learn  the  Popijh  Greedy  v/hich,  per- 
haps, they  never  heard,  or,  perhaps,  wanted  Capacity 
to  underftand ;  or  thought  themfelves  not  obliged  to 
believe  upon  the  Word  of  a  Mijfionary  ?  Could  it  be 
half  fo  great  a  Crime  to  deny  the  Exijience  of  a  Deity ^ 
as  to  conceive  the  Deity  to  be  fuch  a  cruel^  fuch  a 
diabolical  Being  ? 

\  That  crazy  Father  adds,  ^*  That  yet  we  remain 
*^  with  our  Arms  acrofs,  whilft  fefus  Chriji  fufFers 
"  fuch  a  mighty  Reproach."  A  mighty  Reproach  ! 
Who  is  it  that  offers  it,  except  this  Father,  and  fuch 
Enthujiafls  or  Impo/lorsy  who  turn  God  into  a  Tyrant^ 
and  Religion  into  Blafphemy  f 

Father  Dandini  breathes  the  fame  Antichriflian 
Spirit^  which  is  indeed  the  Spirit  of  that  Church,  He 
was  Miffionary  and  Apofiolic  Nuncio  to  the  poor  Chri- 
ftian  Maronites  upon  Mount  Lebanon.  He  fays,  that 
they  defer  the  Baptifm  of  their  Children  till  they  are 
Fifty  or  Sixty  Days  old :  and  then  adds  thefe  horri- 
ble, thefe  Antichriflian  Words :  //  thence  happens^ 
that  they  (the  poor  Infants,  guiltlefs,  and  incapable  of 
Guilt)  die  with  the  Lofs  of  their  Souls.  Such  Mad- 
men and  Blafphemers  are  called  Teachers  !  What  Ty- 
rant^ what  Demon^  was  ever  charged  with  fuch  tran- 
E  fcendent 
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fcendent  Cruelty,  as  is  here  charged  upon  the  Father 
$f  Mercies  and  of  Men  ? 

Can  Proteftants  be  too  often  warned  againft  this 
rtfllefsy  this  bloody  Impojiure^  which  abolilhes  Truth 
and  Reafon,  and  the  Mercies  of  God;  an  Jmpofture. 
which  profeiTes  to  banifii  Scripture,  enflave  Confci- 
ence,  and  perfecute  Protejiants ;  to  ufurp  their  Wealthy 
to  damn  their  ^ouls^  and  to  burn  their  Bodies  and  Bibles^. 

Number  XIV.  Dialogue  between  a  Noble  Convert 
and  his  late  Confejfor. 

Conf.  \J^  Y  Lord,  I  am  forry,  ferioufly  forry,  for  the 
Danger  of  your  Sou],  from  your  Waver- 
ing in  the  Faith. 

Lord.  Father,  I  doubt  I  fhall  increafe  your  Sor- 
rov/  vv^hen  I  afl'ure  you,  that  I  do  not  waver-^—  I  tliink 
jny  Soul  fafe  in  my  prefent  Faith, 

C»  This  fatal  Change  touches  my  Heart. 

Zr.  I  DARE  fay  it  does— You  have  lofl:  mey  and  I 
have  found  my f elf. 

C.  My  Lord,  you  have  made  a  fad  Change,  and 
you  are  the  chief  Lofer  by  it. 

Z.  One  of  us  is — I  have  gained  my  SenfeSy  and 
you  have  loft  the  keeping  of  them. 

C.  That  Gain,  I  fear,  will  prove  your  Perdltioa 
-—Would  your  Lordflriip  truft  to  the  Guidance  of 
your  Senfes,  rather  than  to  theGuidance  of  theChurch  ? 

L.  You  mean  to  your  Guidance;  (or  you  Priefts  call 
yoitrfelves  the  CHURCH.  Do  you,  or  do  any  of 
you,  permit  your  Followers  to  know  any  Thing  of 
the  Churchy  or  of  Religion^  but  what  you  tell  them.. 

C  We  tell  you  what  are  the  Duties  of  Religion, 
and  teach  you  how  to  praclife  them :  Your  Senfes  may; 
deceive  you. 

L.  Or  fliew  us  that  you  do— An  unpardonable  Of- 
fence and  Prefumption ! 

C  In 


C  In  that  very  Thing  they  deceive  you,  and  ruin 
you,  by  depriving  you  of  our  Guidance. — 

Z.  And  in  this  very  thing  you  deceive  us^  by  de* 
priving  us  of  the  Gruidance  of  our  Senfes. 

C,  Alas  !  my  Lord,  they  are  dangerous  Guides  / 
They  are  Snares-^  by  whicii  Sata?i  leads  us  into  all  Er- 
ror and  Peril,  with  our  own  Confent  and  Approbation- 

L,  That  were  dreadful  indeed,  if  it  were  true  ! 
-—But,  Father,  I  beg  your  Pardon,  I  cannot  take  youK 
Word  ;  for  you  are  pleading  your  mvn  Caufe*  I  am 
maintaining  the  U/e  and  Clearnefs  of  my  Senfes,  in  all 
Duties  Morale  Civile  and  Religious.  My  Senfes  can 
have  no  Interejl  in  mifleading  me;  nay,  ^tis  their 
intereft  to  kad  me  right ;  for  they  are  part  of  me^^ 
•and  in  afting  for  me  they  a6l  for  themfelves  :  Nei- 
ther can  they  hurt  me  without  hurting  themfelveSi. 
—And  if  you  have  any  Intereft  in  view,  different  from 
that  of  our  Senfes,  as  it  is  manifeft  you  have ;  it  is 
likewife  manifeft,  that  it  cannot  be  our  Intereft. 

C  How,  my  Lord  !  Are  not  we  your  fpirituai 
Cuidesj  engaged  in  your  Inter^Jf^  your  ^^  Inter ejf^ 
the  Intereft  of  your  Soul  ? 

L.  What  !  againft  my  Senfes? 

C.  Yes;  I  have  told  your  Lordlhip,  that  your 
Senfes  may  prove  <?  Snare^  and  ^  falfe  Light, 

L»  You  have,  indeed,  often  told  me  fo  ;  and  I, 
too  long,  believed  you:  But  I  now  plainly  perceive 
that  my  Senfes  are  my  beji  Prefer vatives  againft  Snares 
and  falfe  Lights.  Suppofe  my  fpirituai  Director  im- 
pofes  upon  me,  and  carries  on  Defigns  againft  rrle  for 
iiis  own  Advantage  (Father,  fuch  Things  have  been  !) 
how  am  I  to  detect  him,  and  efcape  his  Frauds?  Muft 
I  not  confult  and  follow  my  Senfes  ? 

C.  If  your  Lordftiip  will  be  making  wicharitabU 
Suppofiti'ons — 

Z.  Father,  do  not  force  me  into  a  Detail  of  the 
Cheats  and  ComhinGtions^  and  XJfurpatiom  of  vou  ;^^- 
mifh  Priefts — You  know  I  have  laiely  read  fome  of 
^our  Hijiorj.  E  z  C  Wjs- 
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C  We  are  not  exempt  from  human  Frailty. 
£.  'Tis  too  foft  a  Name  for  fuch  Doings  — But, 
if  you  are  fubjeft  to  thefe  terrible  Frailties  (and  furely, 
fpiritual  Fraud  and  Villany  are  the  greateft  of  all) 
are  you  proper  Guides  to  conduct  us  to  Heaven  ?  Or 
can  we  be  fo  injurious  to  God  and  Religion,  as  to 
think  you  have  any  Credit  there  ? 

C.  My  Lord,  had  not  even  the  bleffed  Apoftles 
their  Infirmities  ? 

i.  Not  fuch  as  I  mentioned — They  were  the  hejl 
Teachers^  becaufe  they  were  the  beft  of  Men.  They 
wrought  Miracles  publick^^  which  were  therefore  ne- 
ver fufpedled  of  Forgery — They  claimed  no  Power, 
but  Perfuafion.  They  did  not  turn  the  Souls  of  Men 
kto  Commodities  of  Price,  nor  Salvation  into  a  Mar- 
ket— They  neither  fold^  nor  faid^  MaJJes. 

C,  Perhaps  they  might  not  celebrate  public  De- 
votion juft  in  the  fame  Form  that  we  do — But  our 
Forms  are  ftill  Apojlolic^  becaufe  framed  and  injoined 
by  the  Church — For  the  Model  and  Dire^ilon  of  Re- 
ligion are  left  by  the  Apoftles  to  the  Church  \  and 
therefore  whatever  the  Church  does  is  Apojiolic. 

L.  However  unlike  the  Apoflles  it  be,  it  is  well 
for  you^  that  thofe  firfi  and  true  Followers  of  Chrift 
are  above  all  Vengeance :  And  whoever  is  not,  is  no 
Follower  of  his.  What  dreadful  Examples  they  might 
make  of  you^  for  your  infinite  Slander  upon  ihew.  ? 
Did  the  Apoflles  convey  to  you  what  they  had  not 
themfelves,  nor  fought ;  and  what  their  Mafter  had 
not.  Wealthy  and  worldly  Dominion  ? 

C.  My  Lord,  nothing  is  perfedl  at  firft  ;  no  Infli" 
tution  ever  was. 

L.  How,  Father?  Could  not  he,  who  y^zs perfeSf^ 
make  his  own  Inftitution  perfect  ! 

C,  It  is  plain  he  did  not :  He  left  it  to  his  Apoflki 
to  improve  it,  and  they  to  us^  their  Succeffors, 

Z,  So  you  were  to   complete  what  they   did  not, 
lyhat  tht  Son  of  Ged  and  his  chofsn  Twdve  did  not  ? 

a  H«. 
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C  He  left  us  to  explain  his  Will,  and  to  perform 
his  Ordinances. 

L.  As  if  he  could  not  himfelf  explain  what  himfclf 
revealed  and  diftated.  And  as  to  his  Ordinances ^  as 
they  were  the  Means  of  Edification  to  all,  they  were 
left  to  all  alike.  The  particular  Modes  of  adminiftring 
them  were  framed  and  limited  by  the  Confent  of  So- 
cieties, and  the  Policy  of  States, 

C.  Can  your  Lordfhip  poffibly  think  them  valid 
without  us  ? 

Z.  God  forbid  that  I  did  not — What  a  fliocking 
Notion  it  would  convey  of  the  Father  of  Wifdom^  and 
of  Mercies^  and  of  Men^  to  fuppofe  him  to  leave  the 
Salvation  of  Men^  whom  he  has  made  and  redeem- 
ed, to  the  Mercy ^  and  Difcretion^  and  Defigns  of 
Monksy  paflionate  and  greedy  Monks  ? 

C.  What  Defigns  can  they  have,  but  to  fav& 
Men? 

i.  Yes  ;  to  enflave  Men^  and  to  enrich  themf elves 
—Have  they  not,  under  all  the  Vows  of  Poverty ^  ^«- 
groffed^  and  are  ftill  engrojftng^  endiefs  Wealth  ?  Do 
they  not  labour  to  govern  the  World,  which  they  have 
renounced?  And  are  thek  fpiritual  Men  exempt  frona 
tlie  Works  of  the  Flejh? 

C.  I  HAVE  owned  to  your  Lordfliip,  that  we  have 
human  Frailties  like  other  Men. 

Z.  If  you  be  like  other  Men,  frail  and  fallible 
(for  the  former  will  for  ever  imply  the  latter)  how 
are  you  better  qualified  than  any  others  to  fave  all  ? 

C,  Because  we  have  a  CommiJJion — 

L,  FRom  one  another,  to  ferve  yourfelves,  by  fell- 
ing the  Favours  of  Heaven :  For  you  do  nothing  for 
nothing  ;  and  whatever  you  have,  you  are  ftill  crav- 
ing for  more — Can  Men  be  more  abufed,  or  the  Al- 
mighty more  belyed,  than  to  fuppofe  that  any  Set  of 
Men,  efpecially  the  mo/i  worldly  of  all  Men,  the  mofi: 
vain^  proud  and  vindiSfive^  and  equally  vicious^ 
fliould  be  trufted  with  a  Power  to  fave  all  Men  ?  Thia 
E  3  would 
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^^ould  be  to  make  the  Almighty  tlieir  Confederate  m  a: 
Fr'aud, 

6\  Whatever  mean  Opinion  your  Lordfhip  has 
lately  conceived  of  us,  %ve  have  his  Commiilion. 

L,  You  fay  that  you  have,  and  never  was  any 
Thing  more  untruly  faid,  even  by  you,  Chrifi  had 
^he  Apoflles^  ^^  Go  and  fpeak  to  all  Nations."  But 
what  are  you  the  better  for  that  ?  He  did  not  apply 
liimfelf  to  you^  Father  ^;;2^r^y^^  and  direct  you  "  to 
^^  count  your  Beadsy  or  fay  Mafs^  nor  order  me^ 
^^  Lord — ,  to  pay  you  for  your  Pains.'' 

C.  I  HOPE,  my  Lord,  he  hath  not  left  the  Chri^ 
Jiian  Flock  without  Chrifiian  Guides. 

X-  No,  he  left  them  the  Bible. 

C.  The  Bible!  Alas,  what,  aNofeofWax 

i.  You  make  it  fo,  and  pervert  it  abominably,  to. 
warrant  all  your  Impieties^  Contradi^ions^  Frauds^ 
and  Ufurpations, 

C.  A  HEAVY  Charge !  What  Impieties,  my  Lord? 
What  Contradi<3:ioDs,  Frauds,,  and  U&irpations  ? 

Z.  Whatever  you  affume,  without  Warrant,  is 
Vfurpation.  The  Scriptures  gave  you  neither  Lands<^ 
nor  Do?ninionSj  nor  Titles. 

C.  Is  not  the  Labourer  worthy  of  his  Hire  ? 

L,  No,  if  he  be  not  hired,  and  yet  would  meafure 
his  own  Wages. — Father,  you  no  longer  labour  for 
mey  and  I  fnall  no  longer  give  yon  Hire. 

C,  Hath  not  the  Proteftant  Church  of  England 
Miiiifters  ;  and  have  not  thefe  Minifters  a  ftated  Live^ 
lihood  ? 

.  Z.  Yes,  the  Law  gives  it  them-'-rThe  King  is,  by 
the  Law,  fupreme  Head  of  the  Church  5  and  it  is  the 
King  that  executes  the  Laws.  An  ecclefiaftical  Ella- 
blifhment  infers  the  Neceffity  of  ecclefiaftical  Revenues. 

C,  I  BELIEVE  fo?ne  of  them  claim  a  Right  ?nQri 
than  merely  legal, 

L.  I  HOPE  hut  few.  They  who  do  fo  belong  to 
^ou:^  rather  thaii  to  m.     If  they  be  in  earneft,  they  are 

Enthuftajls^^ 


Enthufmjls^  and  to  be  pitied :  If  they  be  not  in  ear- 
lieft,  tbey  are  Impojiors  ;  a  worfe  Charadler,  and  un- 
deferving  of  Pity. 

C.  What  your  Lordfhip  advances  is  true  of  He- 
retics^  who  can  claim  no  Divine  Mijjion^  and  confe- 
qUently  no  Divine  Succcj[fton, 

L,  They  may  claim  both  as  well,  and  as  much  as 
Catholics  do.  Calling  Men  Heretics  is  only  Cc^lling 
Naines^  and  fhewing  iS^p/V^  ox  Folly.  They  are  chiefly 
Madmen  or  Impojiors^  who  fcatter  and  apply /^/r/? 
Names,  Perhaps  there  is  not  a  Man  in  the  World 
but  who  is  a  Heretic  to  every  other  Man.  Thinking 
and  Imagination  have  no  Standard  ;  they  are  as  various 
as  TaPce,  Features,  and  Complexion. 

C.  Then  you  reject  im  Authority  of  the  Chyrch 
to  fettle  Faith. 

L.  If  by  the  Chi^rch  you  mean  the  Clergy ^  I  do 
intirely.  With  your  Church  the  moft  profane  Extra-' 
vacancies  pafs  for  Faith.  What  can  be  more  fo  that^ 
the  unfizable  Mor^fter  of  Tranfubjiantiation^  which 
alone  contains  2\\  Impjety^^ind  Imppjiurey  jaXi  AJfurams 
and  Nonfenfe  ? 

C.  I  SHALL  Hot  enter  into  any  Difcufllon  or  De* 
fence  of  the  profound  Myfiery  of  Tranfubftantiation. 

L.  I  WOULD  not  have  you — It  has  been  often,  and 
lately,  well  expofed ; — but  you  oiuft  npt  renounce 
fuch  ^^/^^y^/ and  ^^/^m;2g-  Blafphemy,  which  fets  you 
above  Gody  and  makes  Men  your  Slaves^  Body  and 
Sou]^  hy  frightening  them  out  of  their  Senfes.  Men 
that  can  ?nake  God,  may  well  fet  up  to  rule  m  hisr 
ftead ;  may  well  give  away  and  direct  both  the  up- 
\pr  and  nether  World,  much  more  this  little  on^  that 
lies  between  them. 

C.  My  Lord,  this  pierces  me— 

X.  I  DOUBT  it  does  not  change  you. 

C  My  Lord,  I  own  it  does  not.  But  furely,  if 
God  inftitutes  Prieils,  he  gives  them  fome  Powder, 
Power  to  be  ufcfuL 
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L.  He  never  gave  you  any  Pov^er  ;  and  wherever 
you  have  it,  you  make  it  only  ufeful  to  yourfelves,  and 
by  it  deftroy  Many^  and  deceive  JIL — All  Men  have 
Power  to  be  ufeful  to  one  another. 

C,  Is  your  Lordfhip  then  againft  <?//Priefts  ? 

L.  Against  all  that  would  enthral  and  deceive 
nie. 

C.  I  AM  glad  you  allow  th2itfornedo  not. 

L.  I  MEAN  that  our  own  do  not. 

C.  My  Lord,  are  they  exempt  from  Error  ? 

L,  No  Man  is  ;  but  if  they  deceive  us,  'tis  our  own 
Fault.  They  are  of  our  own  Choice  and  EJlahliJhment. 
We  allow  them  no  Power ^  but  that  of  Perfuafion  and 
the  Law  of  the  Land. 

C.  Do  they  not  claim  the  Power  of  making  one 
,  another? 

L,  WE  give  them  that  Power,  as  we  fuppofe  them 
beft  acquainted  with  one  another. —  We  even  appoint 
and  limit  the  Manner  of  applying  and  exercifing  it. — 

C.  Is  there  not  fuch  a  thing  as  Ahfolution  amongft 
you  ? 

Z.  Yes,  the  Prieft  tells  the  People,  what  the  Word 
of  God  tells  both  him  and  them,  and  what  any  of  us 
could  tell  them,  if  the  Law  appointed  ?vj,  ''  That 
■^^  God  pardons  and  ahfolves  Sinners  who  truly  repent^* 
May  not  any  Chriftian  declare  as  much  ? 

C.  It  is  a  very  fmgular  Ahfolution  which  Heretics 
and  Laymen  can  pronounce. 

Z.  Of  Heretics  I  have  fpoke  already :  And  as  to 
Laymen^  why  may  they  not  (if  appointed  thereunto) 
read  out  of  a  Book^  what  God  has  plainly  written  in 
his  Book,  or  what  any  other  Book  takes  out  of 
God's  Book  ? 

C,  Are  not  the  Clergy  only  fo  appointed  ? 

L,  The  Low  may  appoint  any  Man  ;— it  even 
declares  what  is  Scripture  ;  why  not  declare  too, 
who  is  to  read  the  Scripture^  and  to  do  all  the  Dutirs 
of  Religion  \ 

C.  This 
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C.  This  is  difcharging  all  Clergytnen  at  once. 

Z.  Why  fo  ?  Whoever  does  the  Offices  of  Reli- 
gion, as  the  Law  appoints  him,  will  be  -^Clergyman  in 
the  Eye  and  Language  of  the  Law.  The  leaving  you, 
the  Romljh  Clergy^  to  be  Mafters  in  Religion,  has 
made  you  Majiers  of  Mankind. 

C,  So  the  Law  is  to  take  care  of  your  Souls. — 

L,  It  appoints  us  Teachers^  and  leaves  us  the  Bible 
to  teach  them  and  us  too.  We' dread  Forcers  of  Faith y 
and  all  who  would  punifli  us  for  not  having  Theirs, 

C  O  MY  Lord,  confider  what  a  Relief  Ahfolution 
is  to  a  doubting  and  defpairing  Soul. 

L.  OUR  Abfolution  is  fufficient,  and  the  only  one; 
any  other  is  hnpofition  and  Tyranny,   Where  God  par- 
dons,   can  you,  dare  you,    condemn  ?  Where    God 
!  condemns,  can  you,  dare  you' punifli  ? 

C,  We  know  who  2iVQ  proper  ObjeSfs  of  his  Mercy, 
and  who  of  his  Wrath — 

L.  What  then  ?  Can  you  obflrucfl  his  Wrath  or 
Mercy  from  reaching  fuch  Objects  ? 

C.  We  can  labour  to  hajien  his  Mercy,  or  to  avert 
his  Wrath. 

/>.  So  can  I  and  every  Man  labour  ; — but  neither 
you  nor  I  can  inform  God,  or  help  him  by  our  In- 
flruilion. — To  the  SubmiJJive  and  Liberal^  be  they 
ever  fuch  Offenders,  your  Abfolution  is  ready  ;  and 
you  da?nn  the  mofl:  Innocent^  who  refufes  to  obey  and 
pay.  What  can  be  more  impudent  and  profane  I 
There  are  no  fuch  impious  Doings  amongft  Prote- 
Jlants. 

C,  My  Lord,  pray  confider—— 

L,  I  DO,  Father ;  how  tender  you  are  upon  thi& 
Article  ? —  It  is  indeed  of  high  Moment  to  your  Crafty 
to  be  thought  to  carry  the  Fate  of  human  Souls  in 
your  own  Hands,  to  d/^mn  zndfave  Men,  and  to  ma-^ 
nage  your  Maker  ; —  but.  Father,  it  is  dreadful  Im- 
pofture  and  Blafphemy  \  as  your  Penalties  and  Severi- 
ties are  dreadful  Cruelty. 
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C.  I  DO  not  wonder  to  find  your  Lordfliip,  when^ 
you  had  gone  fo  far,  going  ftill  further,  and  declaring 
againft  Church  Difcipline  too. 

Z.  Father,  if  by  Church  Difcipline  you  meaa 
Punifhment  for  Errors  (which  are  generally  involun- 
tary^ eh'e  Men  would  not  fuffer  for  them)  I  think  it 
diabolical ;  and  if  there  be  a  Hell  upon  Earthy  it  is 
your  Inquifition  ;  a  lyings  bloody^  fiery ^  torturing  Tri- 
bunal^ fet  up  to  guard  Craft  again  ft  Confidence^  and, 
under  the  cheating  Name  of  the  Holy  Office^  fatal  ta 
all  Truth  and  Religion. 

C,  Perhaps    in  fiome  Countries  it  may  be  carried 
too  far,  I  wifh  it  v/ere  not.    There  are  many  Catholic 
Countries  where  it  nev^r  was^  nor  would  be  fufrered. 
L.  True,  Father,  .and  you  give  the  Reafon — No 

Thanks  to  your  Religion   and  your   Priejis The: 

true  Catholic  Spirit  is  fior  it  every- where.  In  England" 
its  Treachery  began  to  operate,  and  its  Fires  to  flame, 
under  the  Catholic  Qiieen  Mary^  a  Zealot  for  Popery,, 
and  a  murdering  Demon  to  her  Protefilant  SubjecSts^. 
Thefe  had  fet  her  upon  the  Throne,  and  in  Requital 
fhe  burned  them.  What  think  you.  Father,  of  her 
Faith^  pledged  to  Heretics  ? 

C,  They  may  have  forfeited  their  Right  to  it. ► 

Z.  By  being  Heretics.  A  fair  Confeffion  !  If  you* 
had  not  made  it,  we  know  your  Meaning.  At 
leaft  I  do,  who  have  converfed  with  you  often  upoa 
the  Subjed:. 

C  Is  the  World  to  be  over-run  with  Fleretics^  with- 
out Rejlraint  or  Remedy  ? 

Z.  Can  Fire  and  Sword  remedy  or  refirain  Opi- 
nion ?  Or  ought  fucli  Remedies  e\'er  to  be  tried  ?  He- 
retics may  be  good  Subjects  to  a  State,  as  well  as  good 
Chrifiiians^  and  thence  merit  the  Proted\ion  of  it. 
Jlave  Catholics  always  been  fo  ? 
C.  Yes,  to  Catholic  States. 

Z.  A  GOOD  Hint,  Father -But  often  not  them 

Hiive  not  Catholic  Priejis  frequently  plagued,  fome- 

times 
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'    times  murdered  Catholic  Princes  ?  And  were  they  not 
prompted  to  it  by  the  Heads  of  the  Catholic  Church  ? 

C,  Explanations  may  be  offered 

Z.  To  juftify  the  Church  in  her  greateft  Foulnefs 
and  Enormities.  You  know  fee  cannot  err^  and  all 
her  Frauds  and  Maffacres  arc  Holy,  ■ 

C,  My  Lord,  Times  and  Circumftances,  and  the- 
Infolence  of  Heretics 

Z.  Sanctify  what  never  can  be  defended — The 
Butchery  of  Heretics  is  ayr//?  Sacrifice  to  the  offended 
Catholic  Church — What  do  we  deferve,  Father,  w§ 
Englijh  Heretics  ? 

C.  I  NEVER   heard   an   Englijh  Catholic  wife  you  - 
the  leaft  Violence  ;  they  abhor  it. 

Z.   I  KNOW    the    fenfible  Lay   Catholics   do —  But 
what  if  the  Pope  feould  decree  our  Chajlifement  (I  will  • 
not  call  it  by  the  worji  Name)  and  you  Priejlsy  fworn 
hlmdly  to  obey  him^  and  warmed   with  your  own  Zealy  ^ 
feould  urge  the  Damnation  of  difobeying  the  Pope  ? 

C,  My  Lord,  I  cannot  fuppofc  any  fuch  Thing. 

L,  Father,  I  will  not  prefs  you — I  know  you  ' 
fn'uft  either  evade  the  QueftioBj  or  give  an  inftncere 
Anfwer.  For  the  fame  Reafon  I  feall  not  perplex  you  ^ 
with  Queftions  about  the  Government^  and  the  pre- 
fent  Attempts  againft  it.  Only  I  would  beg  you  con- 
ftantly  to  believe,  that  they  will  be  hlajled^  and  then 
you  will  be  under  no  Temptation  to  promote  them. 

C.  My  Lord,  I  love  Peace^  and  am  in  no  Plot. 

L,  Persist  there..  Give  me  leave,  however,  to 
tell  you  what  an  unfortunate  Faith  you  hold.  It  flat- 
ters you  with  your  own  Importance,  even  to  Blaf- 
phemy.  For,  not  to  meddle  with  the  glaring,  bold,  ^ 
and  wonderful  Lye  of  InfallihiUty  (^an  incommunicable 
Attribute  of  the  Omnipotent  and  Omniprefent  God, 
never  to  be  found  m  frail  Men)  can  there  be  greater 
Blafphemy  than  your  Doctrine  of  making  your  Maker^ 
and  that  of  difpofing  of  Heaven  and  liell^  and  the 
Souls  of  Afen  ^ 

a  Do 
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C.  Do  not  your  Clergy  affert  the  real  Prefence  in 
the  Sacrament,  after  they  have  blejfed  the  Elements  ? 

L.  They  who  mean  more  than  the  Divine  Blef- 
fmg  and  Efficacy  of  that  Holy  Ordinance  upon  their 
Souls,  are  not  Protejiants, —  Then,  Father,  your  An- 
tichriftian  Principles  of  punifhing  Men  for  religious. 
Opinions,  Principles  fo  deftrudlive  of  Religion  and 
human  Society,  make  you  dreadful^  not  to  fay  odiouSy 
taall  Men  who  follow  Reafon  and  the  GofpeL 

C.  The  Policy  of  the  Church  was  devifed  for  the 
Prefer vation  of  the  Church ;  which  cannot  be  done 
without  Powery  nor  Power  be  exerted  without  Pe- 
Tialtieu 

L.  There  is  no  fuch  Policy  m  the  Gofpel,  no 
Church  Power,  no  Civil  Penalties. 

C.  It  was  found  ncceffary 

L»    Not  by  Chrijly  nor  by  his  Apoftles.     Was  it 
not  Apojlafy  to  relinquifli  and  contradiift  their  Example  ? 
C.  Have  not  the  Protejlant  Clergy  been  for  whol-- 
fome  Severities  P 

L.  No  true    Protejtants *  Bigots   and  ApoJiateSj. 

if  you  pkafc: And  fuch^  if  there  be  any  fuch  re^ 

maining,  the  civil  Power  curbs,  as  it  fliould  tlie  Ec- 
clefiajlics  every  where.  They  are  too  fubjeft  to  Zeal 
without  Knowlege.  Our  prefent  Clergy,  efpecially 
iheir  Chiefsy  are  famous  for  Moderation.  This  is- 
true  Chriftian  Merit.  Whatever  be  the  Caufe,  let 
them  have  their  due  Praife. 

Number  XV.  Continuation  of  a  Dialogue  between  a' 
NohU  Convert  and  his  late  ConfeJJor^ 

Conf.  A/fYLord,  Heretics  muft  not  pretend  to— - 
-^  ^  Lord.  As  much  as  you  do,  and  as  rea- 
fonably  to  do  Mifcliief.— Suppofe  they  were  to  retaliate 
upon  you,  to  entertain  no  Charity  ;  to  keep  no  Faith 
towards  you,  and  to  return  your  own  wholfome  Seve-^  j 
verities  upon  you  y  to  fet  up  -mlnquifition^  to  imprt-    \ 
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fon  and  torture,  confifcate  and  burn  Catholics,  as 
Catholics  do  P  rot  eft  ants  ;  and,  in  Ihort,  none  of  you 
were  fuifered  to  live  unmolefted  amongfl:  them, — with 
what  Face  could  you  complain? 

C.  They  themfelves  own,  that  Salvation  is  to  be 
1  iiad  in  our  Church  ;  we  deny  it  to  them.  Is  not  this  a 
!  Proof  that  we  are  the  only  Orthodox  Church  ? 

L,  It  is  an  evident  Proof  of  the   contrary.     That 

Church    which    wants    Charity,  wants    Chrijiianity, 

I  Whoever   has    moji  Charity,   is   the  beft   Chrijiian. 

'  Men  had   better   be  without  Religion,  than  Savages 

for  it.     The  moft  barbarous  Se^s,  Turks  and    Tar^ 

i  tars,  flatter  themfelves,  and   damn  all  others,  in  the 

j  fame  Stile.     The  mo^  flaming   Enthuflajis^  fuch   as 

took  Madnefs  for   Religion,  have  boldly  claimed   an 

exclujive  Heaven,  and  wantonly  configned  all  the  reft 

ofthe  World  to  i/^//. 

C.  My  Lord,  we  would  punilh  and  fupprefs  all 
fuch  Enthufiafts. 
I  L.  And  do  yourfelves  Juft  what  they  do»  Thfs 
I  damning  Spirit  is  a  Sign  that  Religion  is  perverted  into 
Faction,  and  that  they  who  poffefs  it  would  frighten 
Men,  in  order  to  enflave  them.  It  is  a  ftudied  Fraud, 
to  acquire  Dominion  and  Money ^  and  a  plain  Renoun- 
cing of  the  Spirit  of  Chrijl,  I  wonder  how  a  Man, 
who  finds  himfelf  pofleffed  with  fuch  a  Spirit,  can 
have  Peace  of  Mind,  or  expeft  Favour  from  God  or 
Man.-- But  Enthuflajts  can  reconcile  Contradic- 
tions. All  Uncharitablenefs  tends  to  Perfecution  ;  and 
"'tis  high  AfTurance  in  a  Man  of  a  perfecuting  Spirit, 
to  offer  to  make  Converts,  If  ever  any  Man  could 
warj-ant  Perfecution,  the  Perfecutor  warrants  it  againft 
himfelf. 

C.  My  Lord,  I  have  faid  nothing  to  provoke  you 
to  all  this  Bitternefs  againft  the  Catholic  Church  ;  I 
only  alledged,  that  you  Proteftants  give  it  the  Prefe- 
rence to  your  owu. 
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Z,  No,  we  do  not^  We  f^y  that  yours  is  a  r^r- 
rupty  idolatrous^  and  Aniichrijtian  Church  >  but  vv^. 
are  not  bold  enough  to  confine  the  Mercies  of  God,^ 
which  are  infinite  ;  and  therefore  allow  his  infinite 
Mercies  to  extend  even  to  uncharitable  Papifts,  whq 
are  the  more  to  be  pitied  for  their  cruel  Wantof  Cha-^ 
rity.  So  that,  in  allowing  Salvation  to  be  had  in  your 
Church,  wx  make  a  Compliment  to  our  own,  by 
owning,  that  it  abounds  in  Charity. —  Father,  I  have 
been  the  longer  upon  this  Head,  becaufe  I  know  it  to 
be  your  great  Bait  to  catch  old  IVomeny  Children ^ 
and  the  Rahble^  Your  Argument  is  flioeking  to  com- 
mon Senfe.  The  more  I  think  of  you  and  your 
Church,  the  gladder  I  am  to  have  left  you.  Where 
has  God  iliid,  that  he  will  damn  any  Man  for  not  go- 
ing to  Majs^  or  for  dificnting  from  any  religious  Med e^ 
or  any  clerical  InfLitution  ? 

C.  My  Lord,  muft  not  the  Church  be  fupported 
with  proper  Sanctions  and  Terrors  ? 

L.  You  fupport  yours  with  dreadful  ones  indeed  ; 
but  the  Church  of  Chrift  abhors  all  fuch.  If  you  claim 
any  fuch,  he  difclaims  j^^/,.  Dungeons,,  Flames,  and 
Tortures,  are  no  Legacy  from  him  \  nor  can  there  be 
a  ftronger  Proof  tliat  any  Church  is  not  from  God, 
than  that  ftie  exercifes  any  Vengeance  and  Fury  in  hi^. 
Name.  There  cannot  be  a  higher  Infult  upon  the 
Name  of  Chrift,  nor  a  greater  Affront  to  the  Reafon 
of  Men,  than  the  alledging  a  Warrant  from  that  holy^ 
meek,  and  humble  Name,  for  any  Sort  of  Severity, 
much  more  for  any  Cruelty,  or  even  for  any  Share  of 
Powder  or  Pride. 

C.  What  thinks  your  Lordfhip  of  the  yewi/h 
Church  I  Did  not  the  Almighty  environ  her  with  Au- 
thority and  Penalties  ? 

L.  Yes  ^  but  the  Civil  Magiftrate  had  the  Appli- 
cation of  them  ;  and  God  alv/ays  fpeaks  to  the  Priefts 
by  Mofes^  his  Reprefentative.  Father,  how  do  you 
like  the  Example  ?  Befides,  every  Ceremony,  and  the 
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whole  Jewijh  Difcipline,,  were  precifely  defcribed  and 
Emited  by  God  hinifelf,  and  nothing  left  to  the  Direc- 
tion of  the  Priefts,  not  even  their  own  Garments,  nor 
the  Utenfils  of  Sacrifice,  nor  the  Forms  at  the  Altar, 
Can  you  fliew  any  fuch  Authority  for  your  endlefs, 
Grimaces,  or  for  any  of  your  pious  Tricks  and  Po- 
fiures  ?  Did  the  wife  God  indite  your  motly  Mafs  ? 
Did  the  God  of  Mercy  frame  your  Inquifition^ov  com- 
mand you  to  murder  or  torture  your  Fellow-Crea- 
tures, for  Words  and  Forms,  and  Opinions,  which 
are  for  the  moft  part  involuntary,  and  often  thought 
godly,  and  therefore  indifpenfable  ?  But  pray.  Father,^ 
why  do  you  urge  "Judaijm  ?  Is  it  not  aboliflied  ?  And 
do  not  you  burn  jews  ? 

C.  I  OWN  yW^//'k  to  be  aboliflied ;  but  I  deny 
that  we  burn  Jews^  or  any  body  elfe. 

L.  Flow  !  Are  not  both  Jews  and  Chrijltans  burn- 
ed in  Catholic  Countries  every  Day  ? 

C,  It  is  done  by  the  Civil  Power  —  we  wafh  our 
Hands  of  it  % —  nay,  we  bear  our  ftrongeft  Teftimpny 
againrt  it,  and  even  befeech  the  Civil  Magifirate,  in 
the  Bowels  of  Jefus  Chrift,  not  to  hurt  Life  or  Limb 
of  Heretics  condemned. 

i.  Impudent  Mockery  of  God  and  Man  !  If 
the  Magiitrate  did  not  burn  the  Heretic,  you  would 
foun  burn  the  Magiftrate  as  a  Favourer  of  Heretics. 
Such  an  Atheiftical  Stretch  of  Hypocrify  is  beyond  any 
of  the  Frauds  or  Barbarities  of  Paganifm,  and  new  ia 
the  Creation  till  devifed  by  Catholic  Priefts. 

C  I  OWN  the  Severity  of  the  Inquifition  may  be 
carried  too  far. 

L,  Howgently  fpokenof  fuch  an  infernal  Tribunal? 
C.  It  is  not,  perhaps^  to  be  juftified  in  all  Point5« 
•—But  it  is  always  reprefented  worfe  than  it  is. 

L.  Father,  it  cannot  ;  the  moft  innocent  Man 
is  obnoxious  to  it  ;  the  moft  pious  Man  is  moft 
obnoxious  ;  all  that  he  hath  is  feized  as  foon  as  he 
is  accufed  3  and  his  Family,  without  being  accufed  at 
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all,  are  left  to  perifh.  He  is  fecured  in  a  difmal  Dun- 
geon, bereft  of  all  Comfort,  furrounded  with  all  Ter- 
rors, with  the  Menaces  of  the  Rack,  and  continual 
Alarms  from  the  Goaler  to  prepare  for  it.  After  ly- 
ing many  Months  in  this  hideous  Situation,  under 
dreadful  Tumult  of  Mind,  without  knowing  for  what 
Offence  (for  no  Witneffes  appear)  he  muft  at  laft  ac- 
cufe  and  convi£l  himfelf :  Though  he  cannot,  he  muft 
confefs  unknown  Guilt,  by  the  Force  of  Torture,  all 
his  Limbs  disjointed,  his  Bowels  b«rft  with  a  Torrent  of 
Water,  poured  into  him  by  Force,  and  all  Vent  care- 
fully ftopp'd  s  his  back  broken,  his  Feet  fcorched  up 
to  a  Scroll ;  and  againft  Relief  from  Death,  an  attend- 
ing Phyfician  declares  how  much  more  he  can  bear. 
After  feveral  Repetitions  of  the  Rack,  always  a  full 
Hour  at  a  Time,  he  muft  invent  Crimes  againft  him- 
felf, and  then  be  configned  to  perifh  in  Flames,  often 
made  flow  to  prolong  the  Torture.  Neither,  for  all 
thefe  his  hellifli  Sufferings,  muft  his  neareft  Relations, 
his  tender  Wife  or  Infants,  venture  to  bewail  him, 
much  lefs  complain  for  him  \  unlefs  they  have  a  Mind 
to  undergo  the  very  fame.  During  all  this  frightful 
Procefs,  the  poor  Vidim  is  deafened  with  the  Cry 
of  the  Mercies  of  the  Holy  Ojfice  :  For  fo  thcfe  bloody 
Hypocrites  call  their  Slaughter- Houfe. 

C.  My  Lord,  it  is  ftill  Holyy  though  it  may  be 
ftretched  too  far. 

L.  That  is  indeed ftrange  :  How  can  fuch  a  Com- 
plication of  Avarice,  Fraud,  and  Blood  be  Holy  ? 

C.  To  prevent  Souls -from  going  aftray  by  punifh- 
ing  thofe  that  do. 

L,  Monftrous  Pofition  !  Who  but  fuch  who  make 
a  Market  of  Souls  can  maintain  it  ?  Another,  and  art 
equal  Horror,  attends  all  this  Group  of  Horrors ;— -  the 
wretched  Martyr  is  continually  tempted  to  damn  his 
SouU  by  facrificing  his  Confcience  to  fave  himfelf  from 
the  Flames* 
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C,  Can  a  Man  damn  his  Soul  by  reconciling  him- 
felf  to  the  Catholic  Church  ? 

L.  Catholic  Church  !  Prieftly  Cant  !  It  is  a 
Confpiracy  againft  God  and  Man  ;  fuch  a  Syftem  of 
Fraud  and  Cruelty,  as  none  but  the  Enemies  of  God 
and  Man  could  invent.  Could  the  Devil  devife,  or 
inflI6l  any  Thing  more  devilifh  than  the  Inquifition? 

C,  My  Lord,  I  am  againft  its  ExcefTes ;  but  are 
there  no  Terrors,  no  Reftraint  to  be  laid  upon  Herefy, 
to  fecure  the  Catholic  Church  from  its  Ravages  ? 

L.  Truth,  and  Senfe,  and  Confcicnce,  are  He- 
refy  in  the  Eye  of  your  Church  ;  and  a  Reftraint  upon 
thefe  is  Impiety  and  Tyranny  in  any  Church.  The 
fmalleft  Penalty  upon  Confcience  implies  the  higheft 
and  laft  Penalty,  which  muft  be  exerted  v^hen  fmaller 
Penalties  fail ; —  fo  naturally  do  Racks  and  Flames  fol- 
low Fines  and  Goals, 

C.  How  is  Objlinacy  to  be  conquered  ? 

Z.  By  Perfuafion,  or  not  at  all.  But  what  you 
often  call  Objlinacy^  I  call  Reafon  and  Piety,  With 
you  all  fteady  Proteftants  are  ohjlinate  Hereticks  ; 
and  you  have  often  kindled  your  Fires,  even  here  in 
England^  to  punifh  their  Ohjiinacy,  Nay,  when  fome 
of  them,  terrified  by  Flames,  have  declared  themfelves 
Catholics,  you  have  burned  them,  left  they  (hould  re- 
lapfe.  Father,  with  what  Face  can  you  tempt  any 
Proteftant  into  your  Church  ? 

C,  Because  it  is  the  ^w/y  ^r«^  Church. 

Z.  Then  there  never  was,  there  never  can  be  a 
falfe  Church.  The  Truth  is,  the  Profelytes  you  gain 
(generally  the  Loweft  and  the  moft  Ignorant  of  the 
People)   you  gain  by  downright  Falflioods. 

C  That,  my  Lord,  is  a  very  heavy  Charge. 

Z.  The  more  fo  for  being  true :  your  Converfions^ 
like  your  Miracles,  are  done  in  Corners,  and  wrought 
upon  none  but  the  Superftitious  and  Blind. 

C  My  Lord,  we  make  Converts  by  bringing  them 
into  new  Lights 
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L*  So  fay  the  Mahometans y  and  fo  fay  all  I'mpojiors  5 
and  fo  all  mifled  Enthiillafts  believe.  Tranfuhjiantia^ 
tion^  and  other /y//^^  Wonders,  are  fome  ot  your  riPiv 
Lights*  That  all  Proteftants  are  damned,  is  another 
©f  your  new  Lights  \  with  other  the  like  Antichrlftian 
and  damnable  Pofitions. 

Number  XVL     Continuation    of   a    Dialogue  be* 
tiveen  a  Noble   Convert  and  his  late  ConfeJJor. 

C^///1V\^E    do  maintain  that  ours  is  the   Catholicy 
that  is,  the  Univerfal  Church  of  Chrift. 

Lord.  Another  falfe  Light  as  obvious  and  fliamc- 
lefs  as  the  reft. 

C  It  is  w^hat  your  Lordihip  once  believed. 

L,  The  more  Fool  L  I  may  thank  you  \  I  too6 
your  Word  for  all  Things,  and  trufted  in  you  impli- 
citly :  I  heard  nothing  but  v/hat  you  told  me  ;  I  read 
Rotliing  but  what  you  permitted  me. 

C.  Surely  I  put  the  beft  Books  into  your  Hands 

Z.  The  beft  to  blind  my  Eyes  :  The  Lives  of  youi 
crazy  Saints,  and  their  ridiculous  Miracles ;  Panegy- 
rics upon  Popery,  and  Inveflives  againft  Proteftants 
Don't  you  remember,  when  I  had  a  mind  to  look  in- 
to the  Works  of  Locke  2iX\^  Tillotfon^  and  Hoadlyy  a: 
Writers  remarkable  for  found  Reafoning  and  Candor, 
you  told  me  that  Tillatfon  was  an  Atheijl^  Locke  \ 
Hobbiji^  and  Haadly  a  Presbyterian^  a  Name  tha 
you  bad  taught  me  to  deteft.  And  when  I  w^s  cu 
rious  to  fee  Milton^  and  afted  you  about  hiii\j  you  fait 
he  had  a  Devil. 

C.  I  SPOKE  but  the  Senfe  of  the  Church. 

L.  The   Univerfal  Church  ? 

C.  Yes,  my  Lord.  That  ihe  is  Univer/aly  is  a 
true  as  that  her  being  fo  is  a  Proof  that  {he  is  the  onl 
Church  of  God. 

L.  MAHOMET  may  offer  the  fame  Proof  for  hi  | 
Church,     His  hath  more  Members,  and  more  Unity  i 
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l^an  yours  i  and  is  lefe  blcvody*  She  tolerates  all  Se(Stsj. 
even  all  Se6ls  of  Chriftians  ;  and  you  deftroy  all,  or 
;crrify  them  into  Hypocrites,  many  into  Atheifm  ; 
uch  efpecially,  who  judging  of  all  Religion  by  yours^ 
athcr  than  believe  fuch  a  Chaos  of  Nonfenfe,  Contra- 
jiotions,  Pride,.  Luft  and  Rapine,  Fraud  and  Cruelty, 
:o  be  from  God,  conclude  that  there  is  none. 

C,  My  Lord,  there  are  Men  of  Parts  and  Learning 
n  our   Church  j  if  they  faw  or  thought  her  fuch  a 
Vlonfter,  would  they  continue  in  her  ? 
j    Z.  Yes,  they  ?nu/Iy  or  be  undone   and  deftroyed.- 
Befides,  Learning  is  often  found  accompanied  with 
Enthufiafm,  as  well  as  with  other  Weaknefs  and  FoL- 
ics.     Monfieur  Pafchal^  a  learned,  candid,  and  acute 
it Vr iter,  as  any  of  his  Age,  to  prove  the  Church  of 
J  Rome  the   true  Church,  from  her  poffeffing  the  pre- 
'  'ended  Power  of  Miracles,  is  fo  fimple  as  to  urge  the 
"  Blood  of  Januarius  melting  annually  upon  the  Annir 
i^rfary  of  his  Martyrdom.. 
C.  O  MY  Lord  !    Is  not  that  wonderful  T 
^     L,  It  is  wonderfully  alledged.  Father,  I  have  feen 
f  jhat  falfe  Miracle,  which  is  work'd  to  no  End  but  to 
■  ':heat  the  People,  and  to  feed  Monks.  None  elfe  are  fqf^ 
^  lered  to  examine  it,  and  all  the  reft  believed  it  beforew 
*  U,  is  like  all  the  reft  of  yours,  a  ridiculous  Forgery  ! 
^'  j    C  What  !  All  oui;  Miracles  Forgeries,  my  Lord  J 
'!    L.  Father,  I  have  but  one  Rule  to  guide  me  :, 
'\s  there  is  no  Ufe  of  Miracles,,  but  to  convince  Un- 
believers, they  ought  to  be  worked  chiefly,  if  not  only,, 
H  fore  Unbelievers.     Strapge  Feats,    faid  to  be  done^ 
)ut  done  in  Hugger-mugger,  amongft  interefted  Mert 
UKi  Bigots,  will  always  pafs  for  Cheats  amongft  Men. 
:>1  Senfe.     The  Vial  faid  to  contain  the  Blood  of  Jar- 
■luarius^  is  carefully  and  leifurely  heated  with  the  warm 
rlarids  of  the  officiating  Friars;  and  fometimes,  with 
i\\  that  Help,  the  Miracle  is  very  dilatory  in  appearing. 
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C,  My  Lord,  Heretics  are  fo  hardened  as  not  to  fee^  P 
and  even  difown  what  they  really  fee. 

Z.  They  muji  fee  what  is  done  before  their  Eyes, ' 
unlefs  they  put  them  out.     Befides,  their  Curiofity 
would  prompt  them  to  fee,  to  fay  nothing  of  their 
Intereft.  Father,  work  me  but  ovat  fair  Miracle,  and  I  ' 
will  return  to  you  again,  without  another  Argument. 

C.  My  Lord,  did  I  ever  pretend  to  work  any  ?       L 

Z.  You  are  for  ever  urging  thofe  of  your  Church, ' 
and  they  are  one  of  the  great  Topics  of  your  Reafoning 
with  the  Wretches  you  convert ;  and,  whilft  you  mif- 
lead  them  with  what  is  falfe,  you  conceal  from  them, 
and  utterly  deny,  what  is  notorioufly  true. 

C.  My  Lord,  what  do  we  deny  that  is  true  ? 

Z.  Every  Thing  that  fliews  the  Deformity  and  cruel 
Spirit  of  your  Church.  I  fhall  not  repeat  your  many 
and  continued  Mifreprefentations  to  myfelf ;  but  I 
cannot  forget  your  Behaviour  to  my  Servants,  as  I  j 
have  fince  learned.  ! 

I    G.   I  HOPH,   my  Lord,  I  have  done  my  Duty  to-| 
wards  your  Servants.  i 

Z.  Yes,  the  Duty  of  a  i?^w//2>  Emiflary.  When' 
you  were  converting  my  Poftilion  Natt  (for  "John  the 
Coachman  was  too  hard  for  you,  and  laughed  at  your 
precious  Relique  of  a  Cord  from  St.  Peter  ^  Drag  net, 
by  which  you  would  fain  have  convinced  him  that  all  | 
Proteftants  were  damned)  as  poor  Natt^  who  was  of! 
Irijh  Proteftant  Parents,  abhorred  the  Irijh  MafTacre,} 
you  affured  him  folemnly,  that  it  was  all  a  vile  For-| 
gery,  malicioufly  framed  to  blacken  the  Catholics.; 
You  wept  for  the  poor  perfecuted  Catholic  Church, 
herfelf  the  moft  merciful^  the  moft  charitable^  Church 
in  the  whole  World,  and  an  utter  Enemy  to  all  Per^ 
fecution. 

C.  I  GAVE  him  a  true  Account. 

Z.  A  MOVING  one  you  did,  and  by  it  melted  the  , 
Heart  of  Natt.     This,  with  your  pious  Kindnefs  in] 
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bfcuing  his  poor  Soul  from  Damnation,  finifhed  his 
Converfion. 
C.  I  BLESS  God,  he  perfeveres  In  it* 
L.  You  keep  him  in  it.     The  like  Rhetoric  made 
[he   Dairy-maid  your  Convert.     You  found  her  one 
\unday  Morning  reading  Fox^s  A5is  and  Monuments^ 
|nd  fliedding  Tears  over    the  Memory   of  the  Pro- 
pftant  Martyrs  burned  in  Queen  Mary\  Reign.  ■ 
fou  too  fhed  Tears,  to  fee  fuch  an  innocent  Soul  fo 
[lifted  :     You  conceived  a  paflionate  Kindnefs  for  her 
loul,  tenderly  undertook  to  fave  it ;  then  defended  the 
loor,  belyed,  meek  Church,  and  that  pious  Queen> 
vho  had,  fore   againft  her  Will,    feen  her    Council 
:ondemn  fo  many  of  her  poor  Subjects,  tho'  Heretics^ 
or  Treafon  againft  her  Perfon.  To  confirm  the  Maid  j 
nd  efFeitually  to  enfure  her  Salvation^  you  gave  her 
\  Bead  of  St.  Bridget* ^^  one   that   the  Devil,  abhor- 
ing  its  intrinfic  Value,  had  often  ftole  away,  but  was 
Always  forced  to  bring  back  again  :     A  further  Proof 
|)f  its  Value,  from  its  Power  over  the  Devil. 

C  My  Lord,  you  are  pleafed  to  laugh  at  my  poor 
)ious  Endeavours  to  do  good. 

L,  I  WISH  I  could  call  them  poor.  My  poor  Ser- 
vants, for  you  have  perverted  three  or  four  of  them, 
ire  fo  bewitched  with  the  Raree-Jhews  and  Sympho^ 
(lies  in  the  Mafs^  and  with  your  Abfolution^  which  fets 
jheir  Confcience  fo  much  at  reft,  let  them  wrong  me 
IS  much,  and  commit  as  great  Diforders  as  they  will, 
n  my  Family  or  out  of  it,  that  I  doubt  they  have 
aken  leave  of  our  Church  (which  affords  them  no 
uch  Shevjs  nor  Comfort)  for  ever. 

C.  My  Lord,  you  yourfelf  found  Comfort  amongft 
is  once,  and  then  you  difliked  the  Religion  in  Fa- 
JTiion. 

L,  I  OWN  it  :  You  taught  me  to  abhor  it,  and  to 
idore  yours  ;  and  you  did  fo,  by  the  fame  fraudulent 
^Viles  and  Mifreprefentations.  You  perfuaded  me, 
Particularly,  that  the  Pope  did  not  pretend  to  give 
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away  Kingdoms  ;  but  ftudied,  like  a  Father,  the 
Peace  of  Society.  My  Parfon  has  fince  fhewn  me  s 
Decree  of  the  Council  of  Lateran^  under  Innocent  III 
exprefly  ordaining,  That  the  Pope  fhall  difcharge  th< 
Subje<9-s  of  an  heretical  Prince  from  their  Allegiance, 
and  give  away  his  Kingdom  to  a  Catholic  Prince,  ir 
order  to  exterminate  Heretics  :  A  devilifti  Power, 
which  the  Pope  hath  often  exerted,  and  ftill  pretenci 
to. 

C.  The  Thing  has  been  fubjeil  to  Difpute 

L.  To  a  knavifh  Diftindtion  rather. ^*  Tb< 

*'  Pope,  fays  Bellarmin^  allows  you  to  obey  youi 
*'  King ;  but  when  he  is  a  Heretic  he  is  no  longa 
*'  your  King/' 

C.  My  Lord,  this  is  at  leaft  fair  Warning. 

L.  Yes,  and  we  take  it  -"    '  ■  Nor,  amongft  all  th( 
juft  Prejudices  againft  your  Church  (and  God  knows 
they  are  many  and  fhocking  1 )  need  there  be  a  great©  i 
than  your  treating,  as  your  Head  and  fovereign  Direo; 
tor,  an  old  frail  Friar,  complimenting  him  with  Infal- ! 
libility,    and  the  Attributes  of  God  \    inveiling  hin ' 
with  the  Power  of  God,   to  damn  and  fave  ;  and,   ai 
the  fame  Bellarmin  maintains,  to  make   Virtue  to   h, 
Vice  J  and  Vice  to  be  Virtue,  What  Blafphemy  !  Manj 
Popes  have  been  Monfters  in  all  Wicked nefs  and  Pol- 
lution,  chofen  by   Harlots^  and   living   in   Brothels 
All  of  them   fubje£t  to  common    Frailties ;   fome  o 
them  downright  Changelings  ;   none   of  them,  amidfil 
all  this  wonderful  Power,  able  to  reftore  a  loft  Tooth 
or  to  cure  his  ov/n  Cough. 

C  My  Lord,  the  Abufe  of  Authority  doth  not  infe; 
its  Nullity. 

X.  Yes  certainly,  in  fuch  extravagant  and  impiou 
Truftsas  cannot  but  be  abufed. 

C  Will    your  Lord  (hip  allow  no   Head  to  tin 
-Church  ? 

L.  Yes  furely  ;    Chriji  and  his  Woixli   and,  unde 
¥unx  the  Chriftiau  Heads  of  Society, 
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C.  Are  fuch  Heads  likely  to  be  free  from  Error  ? 
They  will  certainly   err  the  lefs,  for  not  pr«- 
lending  to  be  free  from.  Error. No  Church  in  the 

orld  has  ever  produced  fuch  tragical  Abominations 

your  in/a/libUChurch  has  produced  ;  bu«t  you  keep  ' 
oft  of  thefe  carefully  concealed  from  your  poor  blind 
upes.;  I  know  it  by  Experience:     And  fuch  of  your 
tmpoftures  and  Fooleries  as  you  cannot  conceal,  you 
iifguife  and  adorn  as  holy  Myfteries. 

C.  My  Lord,  I  hope  it  is  lawful  to  revere  My-^ 
fieries '— — ^ 

L.  Not  fuch  as  cmnot  come  from  God.  You  may 
IS  well  bring  your  Gun-powder  Treafon  out  of  the 
Jofpel,  as  your  Tramfubftantwtton* 

C\  We  are  unjuftly  reproached  with  that  Treafon* 

Z.  So  you  have  often  told  me^  and  fo  you  are  all 
nftruded  to  tell  your  Bubbles — Juft  as,  for  the  Credit 
)f  your  Church,  you  perfaade  moft  of  your  Popifli 
Thieves  to  die  innocent  —  I  know  fomething  of  your 
r^olicy  in  that  Matter. 

C.  Surely  your  Lordffiip knows  the  Gun-powder 
Treafon  to  be  a  Trick  of  State. 

L,  Yes,  one  of  your  Tricks  of  State  ;  fo  do  you# 
The  Evidence  was  all  from  thofe  of  your  own  Com- 

ntinion  ; many  died  juftifying  it ;  none  denied  it : 

iLit  when  it  was  found  that  a  Defign  to  blow  up  the 
Three  Ellates  of  the  Realm  ;  a  Defign  concerted  by 
■^aplfts,  all  Men  of  Condition,  fome  of  them  of  great 
^sality,  and  approved  by  all  the  Heads  of  thePapifts, 
nought  a  horrible  Stain  ^ upon  Popery,  then  your 
^reachers,  and  Confeflbrs,  and  Writers,  were  taught 
)oldly  to  deny  it. 

C.  My  Lord,  I  always  thought  it  too  bad  to  b^ 
probable. 

i.  What  think  you  of  the  MafTacre  of  Paris  P 

C.  I  NEVER  juftified  it. 

L,  Th  e  Pope  did  !  ■  therefore  you  muft.  Then 
here  is  that  of  which  we  have  fpoken,  the  Inquifttion^ 

1  thiixk; 
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I  think  the  worft  of  all.  A  horrible  Tribunal  !  fet- 
tled for  the  conftant  Execution  of  Cruelty  and  Fraud: 
You  are  far  from  giving  up  that. 

Number  XVII.     Remainder  of  a  Dialogue  between 
a  noble  Convert  and  his  late  Confejjbr.  •* 

Conf.  |V/f  Y  Lord,  I  have  blamed  its  Excefles  ■ 

^  ■*•  Lord.  Without  naming  them.  —  FaJ| 
ther,  the  Thing  itfelf  is  an  Excefs,  an  infernal  Excefs, 
You  know  the  Whole  of  it  as  w^ell  as  I  do  ;  but  dare, 
not  ovi^n  it,  in  any  of  its  juft  Colours,  to  your  Englijh 
Penitents.     You  cannot  but  remember  what  you  told ; 
my  Bricklayer's  Labourer  when  he  broke  his  Leg,  and> 
you,  in  the  poor  Fellow's  Affright  and  Diftrefs,  plied 
him  about  his  being  a  Heretic,  and  infmuated  to  him, 
that  this  was  the  Caufe  of  fo  heavy  a  Judgment  upon 
him. 

,  C.  Perhaps  it  would  have  been  well  for  him  if  he 
himfelf  had  believed  fo. 

'  i.  Yes;  then  you  would  have  had  him  fure.  I 
fay  you  muft  remember,  that  when  you  were  ha-- 
ranguing  to  him  upon  the  matchlefs  Charity  and  tender 
Mercies  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  order  to  bring  him 
into  it,  and  the  poor  Man  mentioned  the  Inqiiifition^ 
of  which  it  feems  he  had  read  a  good  deal  more  than 
you  cared  he  (hould,  you  cried  out,  with  Hands  lifted 
up,  ^d  a  heavy  Sigh,  ^^  O  the  flagitious  Malice  of 
Men  !" —  Then  turning  to  the  poor  Man,  you  added, 
^'  You  fee,  dear  Child^  how  one  fatal  Error  brings  on 
**  another,  and  many*  Had  you  been  of  the  Church, 
''  you  would  have  found  how  grievoufly  the  Church 
«^  is  wronged."  You  then  affured  him,  that  the  In- 
quifition  was  a  Criminal  Court,  fet  up  chiefly  by  the; 
State^  againft  apoftate  Infidel  Moors  and  Jews^  who 
were  all  public  Traitors ;  but  that  it  never  hurt  any 
^ood  Catholic  s  or,  wlxich  is  the  fame  Thing,  zny  good 
tlhrijiian. 

C.  Was 
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C.  Was  there  not  great  Truth  in  this  ? 

Z.  There  was  great  Truth  concealed Was 

this  a  Pi6ture  of  the  Inquifition  ? 

C.  I  THINK  it  was  pretty  near  the  Matter. 

L.  Not  the  leaft  Refemblance.  Your  Authority, 
with  your  gracious  and  devout  Manner,  ftagger'd  the 
weak  Fellow,  and  you  might  have  probably  got  him 
iover :  But  my  old  Steward,  Goulding^  over-hearing  you 
[when  you  leaft  thought  of  it,  afked  you,  with  a  great 
"Lounds^  ^^  Are  not  the  Inquifttors  all  Priefts^  and  the 
*^  only  Mafters  there ;  and  are  not  all  Proteftants  burn- 
^'  able  by  the  Laws  and  conftant  Practice  of  the  Inqui" 
"  fition  ?" —  A  Queftion  which  you  chofe  not  to  an- 
ifwer,  but  went  away,  pitying,  as  you  went,  the  poor 
ipaffionate  Man  for  curfmg  fo  abominably.  Goulding 
replied,  ^'  Whoever  it  is  that  curfes^  by  —  I  know 
^'  who  it  is  that  lyes.^^  You  then  complained  of  Per- 
fecution^  and  retired. 

C  Your  Lordfhip  is  very  particular. 

L.  I  HAD  it  from  LaTrappe^  my  Vakt  de  Cham- 
bre,  whom  you  once  attacked,  but  foon  gave  over. — 
He  produced  you  Monf.  Daille  and  Dr.  Tillotfon.--^ 
[No  wonder  the  latter  is  fo  great  an  Jtheiji,  I  cannot 
fay  but  I  then  firft  began  to  doubt,  next  to  examine  ; 
land  whoever  does  both  will  foon  leave  you.  A  Church 
lof  fuch  a  lying,  cruel,  damning,  burning  Spirit,  ought 
to  be  the  Abhorrence  of  all  Men. 

C  Could  you  not  leave  us  without  becoming  our 
Enemy  ? 

L.  An  Enemy  to  your  Syftem  I  own  I  am,  with- 
out any  Prejudices  purely  perfonal.  All  that  leave  you 
lare  in  your  Opinion  certainly  damned,  tho'  they  left 
you  upon  the  fulleft  Inquiry  and  Conviction. 

C.  It  is  poflible  that  they  may  be  too  ralh,  what- 
ever they  think. 

L.  Yhey  can  never  be  too  hafty  in  going  over  to 

you,  but  are  always  rafh  in  deferting  you.     Nothing 

can  be  more  difhoneft  than  this  your  Condudl  ;  you 

F  pretend 
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pretend  to  convince  the  People  by  Reafon  and  the  Bi- 
ble, but  will  you  fufFcr  them  to  be  re- convinced  when 
they  find  ever  fo  juft  Caufe  from  both  to  leave  you  ? 

C.  When  they  are  in  th^  right  Way^  my  Lord, 
we  are  willing  to  keep  them  there.  Are  we  to  be 
blamed  ? 

Z.  Yes,  if  you  would  keep  them  againft  their  Con- 
fcience,  when  you  had  gained  them  by  appealing  to 
their  Confcience.  They  muft  then  follow  you,  and 
obey  you,  and  renounce  their  Reafon,  their  Confcience, 
and  their  Bible.  This  is  enfnaring  and  enflaving  Men, 
and  not  converting  them. 

C.  Theiu  Confcience  may  miflead  them,  and  of- 
ten does. 

Z.  If  they  mean  confcientioufly  it  is  fufficient,  and. 
God  will  pardon  their  involuntary  Miftakes.  Conver- 
fion,  not  founded  upon  Confcience  and  Convi£lion,  is 
Hypocrify  or  Servitude;  The  Truth  is,  as  you  teach 
an  implicit  Faith^  that  is.  Religion  without  Reafon  j 
and  as  Ignorance  is  confeffed  to  be  the  Mother  of  De* 
votion^  that  is,  of  Devotion  without  Setfe^  you  hold 
your  Followers  not  by  Conviction,  which  only  can 
make  People  religious,  and  keep  them  fo  ;  but  by  the 
Force  of  Superftition,  by  fairy  Menaces,  or  by  tem- 
poral Terrors  ;  all  which  keep  them  faft  in  your 
Chains.  Your  true  Catholics  are  not  Followers  of 
Chrift,  but  Followers  of  you.  He  who  is  not  a  Chri- 
ftian  by  Convidion,  is  no  Chriftian  \  and  Convidion 
implies  Reafon. 

C.  We  deny  no  Man  the  Ufe  of  his  Reafon. 

L,  When  he  ufes  it  not  againft  you,  nor  in  reli- 
gious Points.  But  dare  a  Spaniard^  dare  an  Italian^ 
dare  any  Papiji  whatfoever,  reafon  with  you  upon  Re- 
ligion, and  oppofe  his  Doubts  to  your  Didates  ?  If  any 
Man  dares  to  do  fo  Abroad,  the  Inquifition  waits  for 
him  with  all  its  Flames  and  Rage.  If  any  Man  thwarts 
your  Authority  and  Tenets  even  here,  he  will  have 

Hell 


Hell    fet  open  to   fwallow  him,  and  all  its  Furies  let 
loofe  upon  him. 

C  Are  Men  always  to  wander  in  Uncertainty? 

L.  Yes,  till  they  are  fixed  by  Convidion  and  Con- 
fcience  ? 

C.  What  if  they  never  fix  ? 

Z.  If  they  never  do,  no  Man  can  force  them  ;  they 
muft  be  left  to  God.  Better  their  Minds  wander  (a 
Thing  that  hurts  no  Man)  than  be  cowed  ;  and  their 
Bodies  puniihed  or  enflaved. 

C  Is  it  not  a  great  BlefEng  to  be  reftrained  from 
foul  Error  ? 

L,  No  Error  is  foul  if  it  be  harmlefs  ;  befides,  if 
what  would  reftrain  Error,  would  alfo  reftrain  Reafon 
and  Truth  (the  genuine  End  of  all  your  Reftraints)  I 
deteft  the  impious  Policy.  The  Nobleft  Notions  of 
God  appear  atheiftical  to  all  Bigots  ;  and  all  Bigots  are 
Perfecutors.  Socrates  was  put  to  Death  for  his  ra- 
tional Sentiments  of  the  Deity  ;  nor  Was  he  the  laft. 
The  wifeft  Men  ar^  often  facrificed  to  what  mad  Zea  - 
lots  call  Holy.  It  was  Capital  in  Egypt  to  kill  one  of 
their  facred  Beafts,  a  Wolf,  ^  Crocodile,  or  a  Cat. 

C.  Do  we,  my  Lords,  defend  heathen  Idolatry 
and  heathen  Cruelty  ? 

Z.  No,  you  only  imitate  them,  and  exceed  them : 
Thefe  Heathens,  though  mad  enough  to  deftroy  fuch, 
v/ho  hurt  their  ravenous  Objefls  of  Worfhip,  were 
not  fo  mad  as  to  kill  or  punifh  Men  for  refufmg  to 
worfhip  them. 

C,  My  Lord,  what  wild  Beafts  do  we  worfhip  ? 

Z.  You  worfhip  worfe  Objefts,  Ignatius  Loyola^ 
and  that  moft  bloody  Priefl,  Dominic^  Founder  of 
the  Inquifition.  What  ravenous  Beaft  ever  proved 
fuch  a  Peft  to  Society  as  Thomas  a  Becket  did  to 
England  ? 

C.  He  was  indeed  paffionately  zealous  for  the 
Chiwch. 

F  2  L.  For 
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Z.  For  Popery,  and  for  Tyranny  in  his  own  Per- 
fon  ;  a  lawlefs  and  vindicative  Incendiary,  v^ho  defied 
the  Laws  of  the  Land,  and  even  thofe  of  the  living 
God. 

C.  Your  Lordfhip  is  affuredly  too  juft  to  think 
him  an  Aihelft, 

Z.  I  THINK  him  worfe;  as  no  Atheift  ever  did  fo 
much  Mifchief.  Under  that  Character  a  Man  can 
never  do  much,  but  will  rather  frighten  Men  than 
convert  them.  But  Becket  played  the  Devil  by  afFedt- 
ing  Saintfhip ;  and,  to  the  eternal  Infamy  of  your 
Church,  obtained  it :  The  dead  Traitor  had  more 
Oblations  paid  him,  than  our  blefled  Redeemer  and 
his  bleffed  Mother. 

C.  My  Lord,  this  is  a  wide  Field  your  Lprdfhip  is 
got  into,  and  [ 

L,  Father,  I  fee  that  you  are  tired,  and  fo  am 
I — Let  me,  however,  offer  to  your  Confideration  a 
Paffage  from  the  judicious  Plutarch  :  Speaking  of 
human  Sacrifices  offer'd  to  Saturn  by  the  Carthagi^ 
nians^  during  a  Famine,  Five  hundred  at  once.  Two 
himdred  of  them  pick'd  from  the  beft  Families,  the 
reft  Voluntiers  from  amongft  the  Citizens,  he  afks, 
*^  Whether  that  People  had  not  ailed  more  wifely^ 
^'  if  they  had  chofen  for  their  Legiflator  a  Critiasox 
*'  Diagorasy  both  known  Jtheijisj  than  to  have 
^'  eftabliihed  fuch  a  fanguinary  Inftitution  ?  " 

C.  What  would  your  Lordfhip  infer  from  all  this 
to  our  prefent  Purpofes  ?  Not  furely,  that  Catholics  are 
worfe  than  Atheifts  !- 

Z.  The  Word  Catholic  hath  a  folemn,  indeed  a 
deceitful  Sound,  and  is  very  boldly  affum*d,  to  exclude 
all  other  Chriftians  from  Chrift's  Church  and  from  the 
Benefit  of  his  Death  :  But  it  is  of  a  Piece  with  the 
devilifti  Spirit  of  Popery,  which  avowedly  damns, 
and,  where  it  can,  a(5tually  deftroys  all  thofe  of  a 
different   Faith.  ■  This^^  Father,   you   cannot 

deny. 
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C,  We  would  willingly  fave  all  Men. 

L.  And  allow  none  to  be  faved  but  yourfelves  — 
Thofe  who  will  not  fubmit  to  your  Terms  of  Salv^a- 
tion,  muft  be  Vidlimsand  Fuel  t!o  the  Inquifition.  — 

C.  Still,  my  Lord,  this  is  not  Atheifm. 

,  i.  It  is  human  Sacrifice^  and  worfe  than  Atheifm. 
■Nor  can  I  conceive  fo  wicked,  fo  dreadful  a  Be- 
ing, in  the  whole  Compafs  of  Nature,  as  a  Papift 
heated  with  Bigotry  and  Vengeance,  and  afting  up 
to  the  Rigour  of  Popifh  Principles —  Is  a  Devil  worfe 
than  an  Inquijitor^  who  is  only  a  Punijher  for  Reli- 
gion, or  a  Perfecutor^  aSing  in  his   higheft  Sphere  ? 

' What  a  peftilent  Ingredient  muft  a  zealous  Pa- 

piji  be  in  a  Community  of  Protejiants  ?  —  His  Zeal 
makes  him  a  bufy  Seducer ;  and  every  Perfon  feduced 
is,  muft  be^  a  keen  Enemy  to  the  Community.  And 
as  the  Seducers  are  many  and  indefatigable,  the  Se- 
duced are  without  Number.  Let  the  Legiflature  at^ 
tend  to  this.  Moreover,  the  Confcience  of  every 
Convert  to  Popery  is  the  Pope's,  and  obliges  him  to 
hate  all  who  abjure  the  Pope  and  the  Pope's  PupiL 
Yet  what  tender  Ufage  you  all  find.  Father,  under  this 
Government !  Dare  any  Popifh  State  be  guilty  of  the 
like  Tendernefs  to  Proteftants  ? 

C  My  Lord,  your  Lordfhip  will  allow-*—- 
Z.  Father,  I  will  allow  nothing  to  the  Temper 
of  you  and  your  Converts.  — —  I  know  how  deter- 
mined, how  ready  you  all  are,  and  for  What.  You 
and  they  are  all  w^rm  Zealots.-  They  are  moftly  as 
poor  as  ignorant,,  and  fubjecSt  to  none  of  thofe  Paufes 
which  retard  Men  of  Fortune  and  Families,  and  who 
fiave  fome  Senfe,  in'  fpight  of  Bigotry.  —  I  know  your 
Ardour  and  Influence,  and  the  Spirit  of  your  Religion^ 
fo  well,  that  I  often  rejoice  and  wonder,  that  I  am 
not  hang'd.  Ah  }  Father,  had  I  been  advifed  or  frigh- 
tened by  you  (for  you  importunately  tried  both  Ways) 
where  muft  I  have  been  ? 
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C.  If  not  here,  I  hope  in  Heaven. 

i.  By  your  Help  and  that  of  Mr.  Ketch. 


After  all,  as  much  as  I  dread  Popery,  I  am  not  for 
deftroying  Papifts,  though  they  have  alw^ays,  and 
every- v/here,  fhewn  us  the  Way,  and  v^antonly  temp- 
ted us  to  follovi^  them  in  it.  But  I  am  earneftly 

for  difabling  Popery  from  deftroying  Proteftants  j  and 
if  fome  fuch  Scheme  is  not  efFeflually  purfucd,  I  fhall 
think  the  Parliament  in  a  Lethargy,  the  Government 
infatuated,  and  the  Nation  defperate.--   ■* 

Adieu,  Father,  I  fhall  be  glad    to  fee  you  fome- 
times.  —  But  no  Whifpering,   no  Clofeting,  no  dark 

Applications  to  my  Family. 1  fhall  heartily  endea- 

x^our  to  reclaim  thofe  of  them  v^hom  you  have  already 
poifon'd* 

Number  XVIIL  King  James  IL  his  dif graceful 
Reign.  His  Impotence  and  Cruelty.  He  expofes  and 
depofes  himfelf. 

A  N  hereditary  Right  to  preferve  the  Laws,  is  in- 
"^  herent  in  all  lawful  Kings ;  an  hereditary  Claim 
to  break  the  Laws,  is  a  Forfeiture  of  all  kingly  Right. 
Indefeafible  hereditary  Right  is  Jargon,  the  Cant  of 
Ufurpers  and  Impoflors,  to  cheat  the  Many^  and  to 
abufe  all  Men. 

Blood  is  only  one  Qualification  in  a  Prince,  and 
not  the  higheft ;  Juftice  and  Capacity  are  the  Greateft 
and  the  Befl.  As  the  Prince  may  be  a  Child,  and  yet 
mtift  reign  like  a  Man,  becaufe  he  reigns  over  Men, 
the  Laws  muft  govern  thofe  who  govern  the  Prince  , 
dfe  the  Will  of  his  Minifters,  or  his  Playfellows^ 
jnufi:  be  the  Law.  If  he  prove  a  Lunatic,  the  next 
of  Kin,  or  a  Council,  muft  rule  in  his  ftead.  He 
who  hath  no  Senfe  cannot  exercife  Governmentj 
which  is  the  Direction  of  the  public  Senfe.  He  who 
wants  Juftice  and  Integrity,  and  regards  not  Oaths 
?ird  Law?,  is  at  leaft  under  equal  Difability.     This  is 

moral. 
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moral,  as  well  as  political  Lunacy  ;  therefore  a  moral 
and  political  Difqualification. 

Whoever  is  entrufted  with  Government,  having 
the  Interefts  of  all  Men  under  his  Direftion,  has  the 
higheft  Occafion  for  a  good  Heart,  as  well  as  a  found 
Head  :  But  where  the  Laws  prevail,  tho'  he  be  weak, 
yet  by  letting  the  Laws  take  place,  his  Government 
may  be  eafy.  If  he  be  wilful,  as  well  as  weak,  yet 
will  needs  be  wifer  than  the  Law,  difpenfe  with  Law, 
and  fet  up  his  own  Humour,  his  Peeviflinefs,  or  his 
Superftition,  for  Law,  he  becomes  a  public  Enemy ,^ 
a  Tyrant,  who  depofes  himfelf. 

Such  a  public  Enemy  was  King  James ^  an  obfti- 
nate  Bigot,  a  perjured  Oppreflbr,  an  open  Foe  to  the 
Siaws  and  to  his  People :  He  therefore  regularly 
dethroned  himfelf.  He  can  fcarce  be  faid  to  have 
ever  filled  the  Throne :  He  began  to  forfeit  it  e'er 
he  was  warm  in  it.  The  Englijh  Throne,  efta- 
bliflied  and  limited  by  Laws,  eeafed  to  be  his^  when 
he  became  a  Tyrant  in  it.  Whilft  he  held  it,  he  held 
it  not  for  himfelf,  but  for  miferable  Monks  and  hot- 
headed 2^alotSy  who  fet  up  a  Government  againft 
Law,  a  Religion  againft  Senfe,  and  the  Shadow  of  a 
JECing  to  fupport  both.  He  never  had  much  Under-- 
ftanding  ;  what  little  he  had  he  forfeited,  and  with  it 
his  Crown,  to  the  Infatuation  of  Popery, 

A  WEAK  Man  makes  a  very  good  Fapift,  indeed 
the  beft ;  but  a  weak  Papift  makes  a  wretched  King, 
I  own,  that  a  Man  of  Senfe  may  be  a  Papift ;  but  I 
deny,  that  he  makes  ufe  of  his  Senfe  :  The  Grimace 
and  Frauds  of  Priefts  blind  him,  and  fairy  Terrors 
awe  him. 

King  James ^  the  weakeft  of  his  Race,  (tho' not- 
the  Worft  nor  the  Falfeft)  yet  ftrove  for  fome  Time 
to  diffemble ;  but  wanting  Capacity  even  for  that 
(which  requires  fo  little,  and  is  often  found  in  the 
fillieft  Women)  foon  expofed  his  Heart  quite  bare,^. 
contracted  with  Bigotry,  panting  for  Tyranny,  and 
cankered  with  Rage.  H^ 
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He  had  profefled  fairly,  promifed  ftrongly,  fworn 
folemnly,  to  maintain  Religion  and  Law;  becaufe  his 
Priefts  told  him,  that  Falfhood  and  Perjury  were  ne- 
cefTary  to  advance  their  Caufe,  and  feafonable  to  lull 
their  Enemies  afleep :  For  what  Falfliood,  what  Vil- 
lainy, what  Cruelty,  will  not  fuch  Priefts  promote, 
to  ferve  their  peftilent  Caufe  ?  When  his  Priefts 
thought  their  Point  fure,  they  taught  him  to  throw  ofF 
the  Cloke  of  Deceit  and  Perjury,  roundly  to  afiert  the 
determined  Tyrant,  and  the  implacable  Bigot. 

He  thus  called  upon  the  Nation  to  turn  him  out  of 
it,  or  rather  fled  from  the  Nation.  He  ran  to  the 
French  King,  the  inveterate  Enemy  to  his  People,  for 
Succour  againft  his  People.  It  was  upon  Promife  of 
Afliftance  from  that  King,  that  both  this  Bigot,  and 
the  abandoned  Voluptuary  his  Brother,  had  ventured 
to  enflave  this  Free  Nation. 

LEWIS  XIV,  was  as  dark  a  Zealot  as  James  IL 
with  no  exalted  Genius ;  but  judging  the  Ruin  of 
England  to  be  for  the  Glory  of  France^  fent  Forces 
to  King  yames^  then  in  Ireland^  who  put  himfelf  at 
the  Head  of  thefe  and  his  Irijh  Troops  :  He  indeed 
continued  at  their  Head,  for  he  was  the  firft  that  ran 
away. 

Again  he  took  Refuge  in  France^  where  he  re- 
mained, defpifed,  to  the  End  of  his  Life ;  the  more 
for  his  continual  Solicitations  to'  France^  to  force  him 
and  Slavery  upon  England :  For,  rather  than  Eng- 
land fhould  remain  free,  he  would  have  enflaved  it  as 
the  Deputy  of  France. 

Had  he  an  hereditary  Right  to  facrifice  England 
to  France  ?  Can  the  Heart  of  Man  conceive,  that 
any  Man,  with  any  Name,  has  a  Right  to  violate  any 
Truft  ?  Hath  Folly  a  Right  to  didate  to  Wifdom  ; 
Perjury,  Pride  and  Oppreffion,  to  aboliih  wholfome 
Laws ;  Fraud  and  Impofture  to  crufli  Truth  and  Re- 
Egion  ? 


^       lO 

I  In  Ireland  his  Government  was  as  brutal  as  the 
Manners  of  the  native  Savages  there:  He  fet  out  with 
deceitful  Promifes,  as  he  had  done  here ;  and  conti- 
nued repeating  them  all  the  v/liile  that  he  was  break- 
ing them.  One  conftant  Declaration  of  his  was  moft 
ridiculous,  efpecially  as  he  imagined  it  to  be  deep  and 
wife,  and  as  his  Flatterers  applauded  it  for  its  Candor  : 
''  That  he  would  make  no  Diftindtion  between  his 
"-'  Popijh  and  his  Protejlant  Subjeds."  A  Declara- 
tion (if  not  a  Blunder)  terrible  to  Proteftants,  who 
faw  him  thus,  contrary  to  his  Oath  taken  to  main- 
tain them  in  their  Religion  and  Laws,  declare  equal 
Favour  to  their  barbarous  bloody  Enemies,  who  in 
fa(3:  reaped  all  his  Favours. 

He  was  fo  notorioufly  fhamelefs  in  his  Breach  of 
Faith  to  Proteftants,  and  in  his  bigotted  Partiality  to 
the  Irijh^  that,  by  a  Set  of  infamous  perjured  Irljh 
Judges,  he  difcharged  all  the  Charters  of  the  King- 
dom in  a  Term  or  Two.  The  Eftates  of  the  Pro- 
teftants, Nobles  and  Commons,  were  by  the  fame 
Judges  furrendered  as  faft  as  claimed  by  any  of  the 
wild  Irijh^  who  had  long  forfeited  them  by  Rebellion 
and  Maflacre.  The  Proteftant  Proprietors,  who  had 
earned  them  by  their  Blood  and  Money,  improved 
them  by  their  long  Induftry,  and  held  them  by  Ads 
of  Settlement,  were  thruft  out  of  their  Freeholds  and 
Bread  by  the  brutal  Butchers  of  tlieir  Predeceflbrsj  of 
their  Parents  and  Kindred. 

But  as  Procefs  at  Law,  however  fudden  and  ar- 
I  bitrary,  was  too  flow,  an  Irijh  Parliament  of  the  fu- 
!  rious  Natives,  chofen  by  the  King*s  new  Charters,  or 
rather  by  his  Direction  and  Nomination,  did,  in  a 
1  folemn  A£l,  confifcate  moft  of  the  Eftates  of  the  Pro- 
j  teftants  in  the  whole  Kingdom,  and  condemned  the 
I  Owners  to  die  as  Traitors.  They  were  all  thus 
!  charged  with  Treafon,  and  all  in  a  Lump  condemned 
I  to  Death  and  Forfeiture ;  for  they  were  declared  con- 
vidted  of  High  Treafon,  tho'   never  tried,  nor  even 
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fummoned.  Thefrighten'd  Vi£lims  had  many  of  them 
recaurfeto  E-ngland  iox 'QrQ2ii  ;  and  Families  of  fair 
Fortunes  in  Ireland hw  them felves  reduced,  for  Sup- 
port, to  Alms  and  parochial  Collections  in  England. 

This  was  adjudging  a  whole  Proteftant  Kingdom, 
at  once,  to  Execution  and  Deftruftion.  It  compre- 
hended near  Fifteen  hundred  of  the  Nobility,  Gentry, 
Clergy,  and  Men  of  Fortune,  all  faid  in  the  A6t  to 
have  been  attainted  and  convifted,  and  were  there- 
fore adjudged  to  Death  and  Confifcation.  To  ren- 
der the  deadly  Snare  the  more  fatal  and  fecure,  no 
Copy  of  the  inhuman  A£l  was  fufFered  to  be  ilTued 
for  four  Months. 

After  this  Flight  of  Tyranny  (fo  wild  and  mer- 
cilefs  !)  no  other  Excefs  of  it  need  be  wondered  at. 
Subjects  were  imprifoned  ;  their  Money,  Horfes, 
Houfes',  and  Furniture  feized,  by  a  mere  Order  from 
the  King  ;  fometimes  a  mere  verbal  Order.  And 
yames^  one  of  the  weakeft  Men  in  the  Kingdom, 
and  as  blind  a  Bigot  as  the  blindeft,  afted  like  the  con- 
firmed Maftcr  of  the  Perfons  and  Property  of  all 
Men  in  it ;  yet  was  himfelf  all  the  while  the  wretch- 
ed Property  and  tame  Inftrument  of  the  Pope,  and 
even  of  his  own  Priefts.  Whilfl:  it  was  made  Trea- 
fon  and  Death  for  Five  Proteftants  to  be  feen  together, 
even  in  Churches,  the  King's  Chaplains,  in  their  pub- 
lic Sermons,  maintained  to  his  Face  the  Pope's  abfo- 
lute  Sovereignty  over  Kings. 

Strange  Inconfiftency  !  for  a  frail,  vicious,  filly 
Man  to  claim  Godlike  Power  over  God's  Creatures, 
made  after  God's  Image  (many  of  them  v/ifer  and 
better,  few  worfeor  weaker  than  himfelf;)  yet  con- 
fefs  himfelf  the  implicit  Vaffal  of  an  ufurping  Impoftor 
at  Rome^  cheating  the  World  with  pious  Cant  and 
!^ountebankry,  impudently  boafting  lying  Wonders, 
and  fubfifting  by  manifeft  Frauds  ! 

Can  there  be  a  greater  Demonftratlon,  that  Power 
without  Controul  belongs  to  no  human  Creature,  than 
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that  fuch  as  have  moft  loudly  claimed  it  over  all, 
were  unblefTed  with  any  fuperior  Capacity,  or  any 
better  Morals  than  the  reft  ?  Is  it  conceivable,  that 
the  God  of  Wifdom  fhould  adjudge  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  World  to  fuch  as  have  none  ;  the  Care 
of  Men  to  fuch  as  opprefs  Men ;  fliould  convey  his 
own  Power  to  thofe  who  abufe  it,  or  inveft  with  a 
facred  Character  Men  who  fwear  falfely  by  his  holy 
Name,  or  injure  and  cheat  in  it  ? 

Kij^G  James  delighted  in  lawlefs  Proceedings,  mere- 
ly becaufe  they  were  lawlefs.  Even  when  the  Law 
would  have  ferved  him  in  fome  of  his  Meafures,  it 
was  anfwered,  That  the  King  would  be  ferved  his 
own  Way  ;  which  was  a  Confeffion,  That  he  would 
abolifli  Law. 

yjME  S,  when  Duke  of  Tori,  and  High  Com- 
miflioner  in  Scotland^  had  given    a  Specimen  of  his 
Spirit  and   Government    fufficient   to   deter  all   Men 
from  ever  wifhing  him  upon  the  Throne.  He  oppofed 
and  defeated,  or  cancelled,  every  good  Law  :  He  pro- 
moted all  that  were  tyrannical  and   bad  :  He  had  the 
Earl  of  Argyll  condemned  to  die,   becaufe  he  would 
not  forfwear  himfelf.     The  Earl  was  a  good  Prote- 
ftant,  had  a  great  Eftate,  great  Intereft  and  Abilities ; 
all  dreadful  Eye-fores  to  the  fmall  Spirit  and  great  Bi- 
gotry of  the  Duke  of  Tork.     His  Royal  Highnefs  be- 
fides,  delighting  in  frequent  Viftims  and  Executions 
at  Edinburgh^  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  a  Symptom  of 
Cruelty  almoft  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  almoft  always 
avoided  by  the  moft  cruel  Princes,  by    fuch   as  were 
I  proverbial  for   Cruelty,  even  by   Nero.     James^  be- 
j  fides  encouraging  the  Ufc  of  the  Rack,  to  force  Con- 
I  fefiions  from   fuch  who  were  obnoxious    to  the  Ty- 
I  ranny  of  the  Times,  fat   pleafed   v/ith  the  fhocking 
I  Speftacle  of  feeing  Men  racked,  their  Boneo  crufhed, 
broken,  and  burfting  with   their  Blood  through  the 
Flefti :  A   horrid  Sight  to  Britons  !  A  hopeful  Suc- 
ceflbr  to  the  Britijh  Crown  !  It  was  a  Sight  fingular  in 
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Britain^  and  even  at  Rome^  under  the  Tyranny  of  the 
Cafars^  for  near  a  Century  after  the  Ufurpation  of 
the  Firft  Cafar.  That  Monfter  Domitian  was  the 
firft  of  the  Roman  Imperial  Tyrants  that  ventured 
upon  it. 

Neither  did  any  of  thefe  Imperial  Tyrants  ever 
exercife  fuch  a  Piece  of  Tyranny  as  vi^as  exercifed  in 
Scotland^  under  Charles  the  Second.  Befides  all  the 
daily  Oppreffions  and  Barbarities  upon  the  Prefbyte- 
rians  there  (forced  out  of  their  EftablifhM  Church, 
and  fiercely  perfecuted)  to  oblige  the  Court,  efpe- 
cially  James  the  King's  BrotherJ  there  was  an  Order 
of  Council  for  placing  Soldiers  on  the  public  Roads, 
with  Inftruftions  to  afk  fuch  as  pafled  by,  infnaring 
Queftions,  about  the  King  and  Religion ;  and  if  they 
appeared  to  be  Prefbyterians  (People  confcientioufly 
tender  in  the  Point  of  Religion  and  Oaths)  and  re-f 
fufed  the  Tefl:  offered  them  by  the  Soldiers,  the  Sol-^ 
diers  had  exprefs  Orders  to  put  them  to  prefent  Deaths 
—  A  Stretch  of  Tyranny  unmatched  by  the  mofi 
decried  Tyrants  ! 

These  were  fome  of  the  Ml/carriages  before  the 
Revolution,  fuch  as  the  prefent  Invader  j%>/)^y>x  to  have 
happened,  without  ov/ning  any  ;  and  he  claims  the 
fame  Right  and  Power  claimed  by  King  James^  nor 
offers  one  Limitation  or  Amendment.  The  Govern-* 
ment  ever  fince  then,  that  Government,  from  which 
has  been  derived  fuch  a  Series  of  Eafe  and  Liberty, 
and  fuch  an  utter  Abfence  of  all  violent  Meafures,  as 
are  matchlefs  in  Hiftory  from  the  Creation  ;  has,  he 
fays,  been  all  Ufurpation,  It  has  been  indeed  a  total 
Deviation  from  the  Government  of  his  Anceftors,  a 
Government  which  he  comes  to  reflore.  To  prove 
his  Right  and  Defcent,  and  to  recommend  his  future 
Meafures,  he  invades  the  Kingdom,  defies  the  Laws, 
robs,  ravages,  and  goes  to  Mafs, 

These  arelthe  Proofs  which  he  gives  of  his' Lineal 
Claim,  and  he  is  welcome  to  the  Fame  of  them.  He, 
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I  and  barbarous  Train,  a6t  as  if  they  ftudied  and  his  were 
i  paid  to  make  themfelves  odious  to  Heaven  and  Earth, 
and  were  induftrioufly  calling  for  quick  and  fignal  Ven- 
j;geance  from  both.  1  blefs  God  it  haftens  apace; — let 
I  us  pray  for  its  fudden  Completion. 
1 

J^UMB^R  XIX.  How  boldly  the  Popljh  Clergy  abufe 
their  Followers^  by  teaching  them  to  deny^  with  d 
Curfe^  the  ?noJi  obvious  Impieties  of  their  Church. 

T  HAVE  lately  read  a  very  feafonable  Pamphlet, 
^  of  real  Ufe,  good  Senfe  and  Knowledge,  called 
jin  Inquiry  how  far  Papifts  ought  to  be  treated  here  as 
good  Subjeifs^  and  how  far  they  are  chargeable  with 
the  TeneU  commonly  imputed  to  them.  It  is  written  in 
anfwer  to  a  Popijh  Pamphlet,  carefully  diftributed, 
full  of  glaring  Deceit,  boldly  denying  all  the  deteft- 
able  Tenets  and  Horrors  of  Popery  ;  and,  ftill  fur- 
ther to  cheat  the  Ignorant,  denying  them  with  a 
Cur  fe,  as  Peter  did  his  Mailer,  and  with  the  fame 
Sincerity.     For  Example : 

CURSE  D  be  he  (fay^  the  Popifh  Apologift) 
that  commits  Idolatry^  that  prays  to  Images  or  Relicsj 
or  worjhips  them^  for  Gods.  To  this  Curfe,  and  to 
all  that  follow,  he  makes  his  miferable  Votaries  fay. 
Amen. 

This  founds  ftrong,  and  is  indeed  ftrong  Fraud. 
Do  not  Papifh  adore  Relics  ?  Do  they  not  openly 
worfliip  Images,  and  pray  to  Saints  ?  as  the  Author 
of  the  Inquiry  clearly  proves.  Yes  ;  but  it  feems  that 
this  is  no  Idolatry^  for  they  do  not  worfliip  them  as 
Gods ;  that  is,  they  do  not  call  them  God  fehovah^ 
nor  God  xki^  Creator  of  all  Things  ;  they  only  invoke 
them  as  Deputy  Deities^  generally  in  the  fame  high 
devotional  Strain  :  And  fuch  divine  Invocations,  im- 
plying a  Divine  Prerogative  to  relieve  and  fave  the  In- 
voker,  is  a  Declaration  of  Deity  in  tlie  Being  invoked : 
G  It 
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It  is  therefore  Idolatry,  when  made  to  any  Being  ex- 
cept the  Supreme. 

They  afcribe  Godlike  Power  to  their  moft  ridicu 
lous  Relics,  Stocks  and  Stones,  old  Iron,  Bones,  Naila 
and  Hair,  by  making  them  work  Miracles,  heal  the 
Sick,  raife  the  Dead,  and  exert  the  like  Ads  and  At; 
tributes  of  Omnipotence.  Neither  do  they  pray 
their  Saints  as  only  Mediators  and  Intercejfors  with 
God,  as  is  fometimes  pretended ;  they  pray  to  thena 
dire^ly^  and  for  what  none  but  the  Godhead  only 
can  grant,  all  the  BlefRngs  of  this  Life  and  the  next* 
I'his  is  all  obvious  in  their  Breviaries  and  CatechifmSy 
where  Prayers  are  framed  immediately  to  the  Saints^ 
and  in  a  Stile  as  high  and  rapturous  as  to  God  himfelf^ 
as  is  at  Length  explained  in  the  Inquiry, 

This  Apologift  pronounces  another  bold  Cur: 
upon  every  Goddefs-tVorJhipper^  who  believes  the  Vif* 
gin  Mary  to  be  7nore  than  a  Creature,  I  muft  own^ 
that  amongft  all  the  Extravagances  of  the  Papijis^  I 
never  knew  a  Papiji  deny  that  God  created  the  Vir- 
gin Mary :  but  I  never  heard  of  a  Papiji  who  did 
not  treat  her  beyond  the  Quality  of  a  Creature^  and 
with  all  the  awful  Epithets  of  a  Deity,  They  all  pray 
to  her,  they  all  worftiip  her.  Is  fuch  Divine  Treat- 
ment due  to  any  Creature  ? 

But  there  follows  a  Referve  that  juftifies  all ;  •— 
Cur  fed  is  he  who  honours  her^  worjhips  her^  or  puts 
his  TruJI  in  her  as  much  as  in  God.  A  curious  Come- 
off  !  He  makes  his  Votaries  own,  that  the  Omnipo-  I 
tent  God  \s  fuperior  to  one  of  his  Creatures  ;  but  ftill  j 
i}rcy  are  to  adore  and  invoke  this  human  Creature  with 
the  Woriliip  and  Language  due  only  to  God,  her 
Creator,  They  implore  her  in  Form,  '^  to  deliver 
*^  them  from  Sin,  to  proteft  them  from  Evil,  and  to 
'^  receive  them  at  the  Hour  of  Death."  W^hat  could 
they  aflc  more  of  their  Maker  ?  Is  not  all  this  treating] 
her  as  a  Deity,  a  Sovereign  Deity?  Did  the  blindeft! 
Heathen  ever  apply  fuch  Strains  of  Adoration  to  any 
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of  their  Deities,  even  to  the   higheft  of  all,  Jupiter 
OptUnus    Maximus  ! 

The  Curfe  is,  however,  repeated  upon  him  zvho 
believes  her  above  her  Son^  or  that  ft) e  can  in  any  Thing 
command  hijn.  Above  her  Son^  is  an  odd  Phrafe,  but 
l)ath  its  Art  and  Meaning  here. —  It  founds  as  if  they 
denied  the  Idolatry  of  worfhipping  her  as  well  a«  the 
Son.  We  know  it  to  be  Idolatry  to  worfliip  her  at 
all,  and  we  know  that  they  worfhip  her.  This  is 
enough  to  fix  the  Charge  upon  them. —  Or,  that  J}:)e 
can  in  any  Thing  command  him.  If  flie  can  protect 
and  pardon  Sinners,  and  receive  their  Souls  into  eter- 
nal Blifs  without  him,  flie  need  not  command  him  ; 
fnc  hath  thus  fufficient  Godlike  Power  without  Kuru 
But,  if  ]  am  not  mifl:aken,  Ihave  feen  a  Popifo  Pray- 
er, invoking  the  Virgin  to  command  her  Son^  in  thefc 
Terms,  Impera  Filio  tuo :  Nor  can  fuch  Language 
appear  ftrange  in  Popery, 

The  next  Curfe  is  upon  him  who  believes  the  An- 
gels and  Saints  in  Heaven  to  be  his  Redeemers,  who 
prays  to  them  as  fuch,  or  who  gives  God'j  Honour  to 
them^  or  to  any  Creature  whatfoever.  Was  ever  fuch 
mock  Defence  !  We  do  not  charge  them  with  be- 
licv  ing  Saints  and  A^igels  to  be  their  Redeemers^  but 
with  worfhipping  Saints  and  Angels :  Nor  can  they 
deny  that  they  do.  It  is  the  conftant  Praftice  of  their 
Church,  and  it  is  joined  by  the  Authority  of  the  Church, 
/;  wor/})ip  and  invoke  the  Angels^  who  are  always  in 
the  Pre  fence  of  the  Lord^  and  willingly  watch  for  our 
Security^  which  is  committed  to  them.  They  are  alfo 
oidered  to  invoke  the  dead  Saints^  and  to  reverence 
thei*-  Relics,  All  this  is  amply  proved  in  the  Ixiquirv* 
'T'ls  a  miferable  Subterfuge  to  fay,  that  they  reve- 
rence the  Deity  more^  or,  in  their  own  Words,  that 
they  do  not  give  God'^s  Honour  to  them  ;  and  yet,  in 
reality,  they  do  it,  by  putting  them  in  God's  Stead, 
and  complimenting  them  with  God's  Power.  Out  of 
the  vileft  amongft  dead  Men  they  chufe  their  heavenly 
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Protectors  and  Idols.  The  implacable  Traitor,  Bec-^^ 
ket^  had  infinitely  more  Worlhip  and  Oblations  paid 
him  than  all  the  Hoft  of  Heaven  ;  not  only  than  "Jefm 
ChrijI^  but  even  than  the  Mother  of  Chrift^i  though 
ftie  was  then  infinitely  more  revered  than  the  Deity,. 
Indeed,  for  many  Centuries,  confummate  Madnefs,  or 
confummate  Villainy,  and  the  blackeft  Character  upon.; 
Earth,  was  the  chief  Recommendation  to  Saintfliip  ; 
the  Roman  Pontifi^s  prefumed  to  furnilh  Heaven  with, 
fuch  Rivals  to  the  Deity,  as  were  too  infamous  to  live 
amongft  Men*  It  is  certain,  that  many  who  had  a- 
dorned  Gibbets,  or  defer ved  them,  helped  to  fwell  the 
Roman  Calendar^  and  were  complimented  with  a  Seat. 
on  the  Right-hand  of  God,  with  the  Title  of  His  chief 
Favourites  and  Counfellors 

The  pleafanteft  Curfe  follows:  Cur  Jed  he  he  tha, 
worjhips  any  Breaden  God^  or  makes  Gods  of  the  empt 
Elements  of  Bread  and  Wine,  A  fafe  Curfe  !  Weli 
may  the  Framer  of  it  make  his  true  Catholic  fay  Ame\ 
to  it !  Before  it  is  confecrated  'tis  not  God  \  and  he  deJ 
ferves  to  be  curfed  who  will  worfhip  hare  Bread  as 
God,  After  it  is  confecrated  'tis  God^  our  Blefled  Sa- 
viour in  Perfon  \  and  who  can  be  curfed  who  worfhips 
our  Elefled  Saviour  ? 

This  Fallacy  is  too  grofs;  but  a  grofs  Impofture 
will  bear  no  better.  A  Wafer  is  no  God-y  but  a  few 
Words  and  Grimaces  of  the  Priefts  make  it  a  God  ^ 
xvhilft,  to  Tafte  and  Touch,  and  Sight,  and  Smelly 
'tis  ftijl  a  Wafer.  Weigh  it,  diffeil  it,  feparate  and 
examine  its  Parts,  'tis  a  manifeft  Compofition  of 
Flouer  and  Water,  juft  as  it  was  before.  But  you  are 
damned  if  you  believe  Demonftrati  on.  Thefe  very  Par- 
ticles of  Water  and  Flower  are,  in  fpite  cf  Demcnftra- 
tion,  changed  in  an  Inflant,  without  the  leaft  Altera- 
tion, into  the  whole  Body  of  Jefus ;  and,  tho'  there  be 
but  one  Jefus^  he  is  multiplied  into  Millions  every  Day. 

At  this  Rate  a  Pried  has  Power  over  God  himfelf, 
and  more  Power  than  God  himfclf  can  haves  for  God 

cannot 
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cannot  reconcile  Contradidlions,  nor  convert  Bread 
into  Flefh  and  Blood,  whilft  it  continues  ftill  to  be 
Bread.  There  never  w^as  fuch  an  impudent  Impofture 
in  all  the  Vifions  and  Chimeras  of  Paganifm,  The 
many  Transformations  of  Vijinmn^  God  of  the  /«- 
dian  Bramms^  into  a  Fifh,  a  Hog,  a  Lion,  a  Bramin, 
a  Flying  Horfe,  are  credible  Impoflibilities,  compared 
to  Tranfubftantiation,  the  higheft  AfFront  to  the  Eyes 
and  Reafon  of  Man,  and  the  moft  (hocking  Indignity 
to  the  Deity,  ever  offered  or  invented  by  the  moft 
daring  Impoltors  known  amongft  Men. 

The  next  Curfe  is  not  more  modeft  or  fincere  : 
— Cur  fed  is  he  that  believes^  that  Priejis  can  f 07^ give 
Sins^  whether  the  Sinner  repents  or  no  ;  or  that  any 
Power  in  Heaven  or  Earth  can  forgive  Sins^  without 
a  hearty  Repentance^  &c. 

A  REPENTING  Sinner  has.  fatisfying  Aflurance, 
from  the  Word  of  God,  that  ^^  God  forgives  all  who 
'^  truly  repent."  The  Almighty  does  not  add.  That 
he  wants  the  Interpofition  of  a  Prieft.  His  Mercy  is 
not  mock  Mercy,  to  be  awakened  or  applied  at  the 
Requefl  of  the  Prieft  ;  the  All-feeing  Eye  needs  na 
Voucher  for  the  Sincerity  of  the  Sinner's  Heart.  When 
the  Framer  of  the  Curfes  denies,  that  any  Power  in 
'Heaven  or  Earth  can  forgive  Si?2s  without  Repen- 
tancci  he  feems  to  put  God  upon  the  fame  Foot  with 
the  Prieft,  and  difables  him  equally  with  the  Prieft 
frorn  beftowing  Mercy.  Surely  the  Almighty  can 
pardon,  if  he  will,  even  the  Impenitent ;  but  a  Prieft 
cannot  pardon  the  Penitent,  already  pardoned  by  God, 
w^ho  does  not  create  Souls  to  be  the  Vafials  of  Priefts^ 
lefs  ftill  their  Dupes  and  Property* 

If  Repentance  opens  Heaven  to  Sinners,  as  God 
himfelf  has  told  us  it  does,  all  the  Ufe  of  a  Prieft  to  a 
Sinner,  dying  or  living,  is  to  exhort  him  to  repent  ; 
an  OiHce  to  be  performed  by  any  pious  Relation  or 
Friend.  Yet,  for  aflerting  this  Truth  in  a  Popijh 
Country,  you  would  be  burned  alive  in  the  Inquift- 
G  3  ticjx* 
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tion.  But  fuch  bloody  Cruelty  is  never  to  be  ownedl 
in  England^  at  leaft  this  is  not  the  Time ;  therefor^l 
careful  Hypocrify,  and  all  falfe  Softenings,  are  to  be 
employed. 

I  KNOW  not  how  this  Cafuift  can  exempt  the 
Council  of  Trent  from  his  Curfe.  Thofe  Reverend 
Faith-makers  have  decreed  Ahfolution  from  a  Priejl 
to  be  a  'Judicial  Adl^  that  is,  final  and  peremptory. 
A  m:oil  blafphemous  Decree  !  divefting  the  Almighty 
of  his  Prerogative,  and  conferring  it  upon  a  Prieft  ; 
yet  a  Decree  naturally  made  by  Priefts.  The  Fa- 
thers of  that  Council  were  chiefly  the  Pope's  Imple- 
ments and  Regifters  ^  and  it  was  too  truly  faid,  that 
the  Holy  Ghoft  was,  from  time  to  time,  conveyed^ 
from  Rome  to  Trent  in  a  Portmantua. 

Thxs  Popifo  Advocate  yields  too  much;  yet  I 
doubt  not  but  he  knows  what  he  does.  *  A  Popijh 
Difpeniluion  to  deceive  ProteJIants  is  no  new  Thing  ; 
and  I  defy  the  ableft  Miffionary  to  convert  any  fen- 
fible,  well-informed  Proiejiant  to  Popery^  without 
deceiving  him.  He  dare  not  tell  all ;  no,  not  to  Pa- 
pi/is.  I  doubt  few  Papijis  know  that  it  is  another 
decreed  Point  and  Dcdrine  of  the  Church  of  Romey 
That,  in  performing  the  Oflice  of  the  Sacrament,  of 
any  Sacrament,  the  Words  and  Geftures  and  Opera- 
tions of  the  Prieft,  however  full  and  formal  they  be, 
yet  are  of  none  Eficft,  without  his  Intention  accom- 
panying them.  No ;  the  moft  momentous  Ordi- 
nance of  Religion  is  invalid  and  none,  unlefs  the  Prieft 
pleafes  to  make  it  fo,  by  intending  it  to  be  fo. 

As  thefe  Sacraments,  Seven  in  Number,  are  all  ne- 
cefiary  to  Salvation,  and  the  Prieftly  Performance 
necefiary  to  the  Sacrament,  fo  is  his  Intention  and 
good  Pleafure  neceilary  to  make  a  Sacrament ;  and  the 
eternal  Fate  of  immortal  Souls  depends  upon  his  Ca- 
price. An  impious,  or  a  revengeful  Prieft  (both  very 
common  Charafters)  may  damn  his  whole  Flock.  Is 
jiot  this  repreftnting  the  good^God  as  a  terrible  Tyrant 
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to  his  Creatures,  and  a  Confederate  with  cruel  Ln- 
poftors  ? 

Thus  high  is  the  Power  of  PrieOs  carried  in  that 
godlefs,  that  apoftate  Church,  where  it  is  fafer  to  be 
a  Traitor,  a  Sodomite,  a  Poifoner,  or  an  Affaflin, 
than  to  follow  Chrijl  and  Confcience,  in  Oppofition  to 
Fraud  and  Idolatry.  Yet  a  Priefl:  of  that  very  Church 
ventures,  in  this  enlightened  Country,  to  reprefent 
the  Roinijb  Priefls  as  Lambs,  Lovers  of  Truth,  and 
claiming  no  other  Privilege,  no  Power,  no  ofFenfive 
Weapons.  Even  the  Pope  is  a  difinterefted  Soul; 
and  curfed  is  he  who  believes  that  there  is  Authority  in 
the  Pope  to  forgive  Sins^  or  to  give  Leave  to  commit 
Sins^  for  a  Sum  of  Money.  The  Pope  needs  not  pre- 
tend to  it;  he  has  other  Pretences,  even  when  Money 
is  the  Motive.  Offenders  fubmit,  they  beg  Pardon, 
and  the  Money  convinces  him  that  they  are  fine  ere. 
There  is  a  Rate  for  Sins,  according  to  the  Quality  of 
each,  fixed  in  the  Office  of  the  Rota  at  Rome^  where 
the  moft  heinous  and  hideous  are  not  excepted,  even 
the  Murder  of  a  Parent,  or  the  Debauching  of  a  Sifter. 

This  pecuniary  Traffic  for  Sins  is  claimed  and 
practifed  by  the  Priefts,  under  the  foft  Title  of  Com- 
mutations ;  and  v/hy  not  by  the  higheft  of  all  Priefts, 
the  Sovereign  Pontiff  Whoever  takes  MoHey  to  ab- 
folve  Sinners,  gives  them  Leave,  nay  Encouragement, 
to  commit  Sin;  and  the  Pope,  for  a  round  Sum^ 
given  not  to  him^  but  to  the  Church,  though  he  fin- 
gers it  all,  grants  Indulgences  for  many  Generations : 
And  becaufe  this  is  not  called  /Ibfolution  nor  Forgive- 
nefsj  but  is  only  an  Exemption  from  Perdition,  and 
equally  effe£lual  with  Abfolution,  therefore  this  can- 
did Defender  of  Popery  curfes  all  who  believe  that 
the  Pope  claims  Authority  to  forgive  Sins  for  a  Sum  of 
Money  ;  or  any  Prieft  to  grant  prefent  Abfolution  for 
future  Sins. 

Mind  what  Art  and  Referve  in  the  Expreffion, 
Prefent  Sins^  and  Sins  in  Time  to  come  !     Does    not 

the 
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the  Pope  make  a  Market  of  the  Sins  and  Souls  of 
Men  ?  And  do  not  the  Priefts  (his  Brokers  and  their 
own)  retale  Pardons,  for  a  Price,  to  Sinners  and  their 
Heirs  ?  What  fet  the  Reformation  on  foot  in  Ger- 
manyy  but  the  fcandalous  Traffic  of  Indulgences,  fold 
openly  at  Wiftemherg  by  the  Pope's  infamous  Agents, 
the  ftrolling  Friars,  living  in  Debauchery,  pracHfing 
all  Frauds  and  Falfhoods  to  cheat  People  of  their  Mo- 
ney, by  fuch  tempting  Baits  as  the  Pope's  infallible 
Receipts  for  Salvation  ?  They  were  fold  in  Parcels 
to  the  beft  Bidders,  who,  to  make  the  moft  of  their 
Bargain,  hired  the  popular  preaching  Friars  to  extol 
their  fublime  Excellency  as  infallible  PafTports  to  Hea- 
ven, and  to  revile  and  frighten  all  who  hefitated  a 
Moment  to  fave  their  Souls  by  fo  cheap  a  Commodity. 

The  Curfes  go  on  :  Cur  fed  is  he  that  coniemm 
the  Word  of  God^  or  hides  it  from  the  People^  on 
defignto  keep  them  from  the  Knovjledge  of  their  Duty^. 
and  to  preferve  the?n  in  Ignorance  and  Error, 

''  Here,  fays  the  Author  of  the  Inquiry^  is  a 
''  moft  fhameful  Account  of  the  Papifts  hiding  the 
*'  Scriptures  from  the  People.  The  Queftion  is, 
*^  Why  are  the  Scriptures  kept  at  all  from  the  Peo- 
'^  pie  ?  The  Anfwer,  continues  he,  is,  that  they  do 
^^  not  fo  keep  them  for  this  or  that  particular  Pur- 
*'  pofe.  It  may  be  fo  ;  but  you  may  have  other 
^^  Purpofes,  other    Ends,    other  Defigns,  all  bad  in 

*^  themfelves." He  then  fhews,  "  That  the 

*'  free  Ufe  of  the  Bible  is  reftrained  from  the  People  i 
^^  by  the  Authority  of  the  Council  of  Trent^  and  the 
«'  Conftitution  of  Pope  Pius  IV.  and    that  the  fame  j 
^^  Reftraint  extends  to    every    particular    Layman,  i 
*^  without  Leave  from  the  Bijhop  or  Inquifttor  ;  nor 
*^  then  without  the  Advice  of  the  Minifier  or  Confef- 
*^  for  \  nor  after  all  this,  without  a  Licence  in  Form  ; 
^^  and  whoever  prefumes  to  read  or  have  the  Bible 
*'  without  fuch  Licence^  cannot  receive  Abfolution 

''  of 
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*^  of  his  Sins,  unlefs  he  firft  furrenders  up  his  Bible 
"  to  the  Ordinary." 

After  fome  lively  and  unanfwerable  Expoftula- 
tions,  our  Proteftant  Author  adds  upon  this  Head  i 
'*  Now,  if  for  thefe^  or  for  fuch-like  Reafons,  you 
*'  do  in  faSf  hide  the  Scriptures  from  the  People,  is 
*'  it  not  a  moft  fliameful  Chicanery^  folemnly  to  curfe 
^'  thcfe  who  hide  them  for  other  Reafons  ? —  A  Man 
*'  charged  for  robbing  on  the  Highway,  to  clear  him- 
''  felf,  wifhes  that  he  may  be  hang'd  if  ever  he  rob- 
*'  bed  on  Deftgn  to  keep  People  from  travelling  fuch 
'*  a  particular  Road,  or  from  travelling  with  Money 
*^  about  them  ;  but  ftill  he  is  a  Robber,  which  is 
^'  what  he  is  charged  with/' 

In  my  next  I  Ihall  continue  the  Chace  of  this  Ro* 
mijh  Fox,  with  the  Afliftance  of  my  Proteftant  Coad- 
jutor. 

Number  XX»      The  fame  5uhje6i  continued . 

T  PROCEED  to  examine  the  Sincerity  and  good 
^  Faith  of  the  Catholic  Curfes.  I  find  them  all 
worded  with  notable  Crafty  to  deceive  the  Ignorant, 
but  with  equal  AJfurance  \  fince  the  Deceit  is  obvious 
to  every  difcerning  Reader,  as  the  Author  of  the  /«- 
quiry  has  demonftrated. 

The  Tenth  in  Order  is,  Cur  fed  is  he  that  under^ 
values  the  Word  of  God^  or  that^  forfaking  Scripture^ 
chufes  rather  to  follow  human  Traditions  than  it. 
Whatever  the  Popijh  Clergy  do  in  this  Refpeft,  'tis 
not  fafe  to  own,  that  they  efteem  the  Traditions  of 
Men  more  highly  than  the  Word  of  God.  If  they 
value  fuch  Traditions  as  highly  as  thev  do  God's 
Word,  they  flight  and  undervalue  that  Word.  The 
Author  of  the  Inquiry  fhews,  that  the  Council  of 
Trent  injoins  "  thefe  Traditions  to  be  received  and 
"  reverenced  with  equal  Jffeaion  of  filial  Piety  with 
"  the   Scriptures   of  Truth.  "     Moft  of  the  Popifi 

Traditions 
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Traditions  are  fabulous,  many  of  them  ridiculous, 
great  Part  of  them  framed  by  Priefts,  and  injoined  by 
prieffly  Authority  for  prieftly  Ends  ;  few  of  them  in- 
ftrudive,  all  precarious ;  yet  all  reverenced  by  the 
Papijis  as  much  as  Scripture. 

It  is  Cant  to  deny  that  they  reverence  Traditions 
more  than  Scripture  :  That  they  do  it  at  all  is  Crime 
enough  \  nor  dare  they  plead  Not  guilty.  It  is  indeed 
much  fafer,  in  their  Church,  to  neglefl:  the  Scripture^ 
than  their  prieftly  Traditions  and  Impofitions,  With- 
out being  obliged  to  knov^,  or  fuffered  to  know,  one 
Chapter  in  the  Bible,  'tis  dangerous  (often  capital) 
to  omit  or  negle6t  the  Injunctions  of  their  Priefts, 
tho'  not  one  of  them  be  found  in  the  Bible.  Penance, 
Auricular  Confeffion,  Abfolution,  Tranfubftantiation, 
Infallibility,  Purgatory,  the  Power  of  Priefts  to  damn 
and  fave,  to  open  the  Gates  of  Heaven  and  Hell, 
are  all  fo  many  human  and  prieftly  Devices,  or  rather 
Frauds,  to  rule  the  World,  and  to  cheat  the  Creation  : 
Not  one  of  them  mentioned  or  meant  in  Scripture, 
yet  all  guarded  with  Sword  and  Fire ;  and  all  who 
dare  doubt  or  deny  them,  tortured  and  burnt  in  this 
World,  and  doomed  to  eternal  Burning  in  the  next. 

Then,  as  they  command  and  praQife  openly  what 
no  Scripture  commands,  they  notorioufly  flight  and 
omit  Duties  which  the  Scripture  explicitly  injoins* 
Our  Saviour  commands,  that  all  Jhould  drink  of  the 
Cup  of  his  Blood,  In  the  PoplJJo  Sacrament  there  is 
no  Cup,  at  leaft  none  for  the  People  :  The  Priefl 
keeps  all  that  to  himfelf,  as  if  he  thought  it  enough 
for  the  Laity  to  behalf  Chriftians.  St.  Paul nicikes  it 
a  Mark  of  Apoftafy  to  forbid  to  marry.  The  Romijh 
Clergy  are  all  forbid  to  marry.  St.  Paul  makes  it 
another  Mark  of  Apoftafy  '^  to  abflain  from  Meats, 
'^  which  God  hath  commanded  to  be  received  with 
^^  Thankfgiving."  The  Popijl:^  Church  forbids  the 
Ufe  of  Meats  for  a  great  Part  of  the  Year  ;  but,  for 
Money,  permits  you  the  Ufe  of  them  during  the 
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ftriileft  Fall  in  the  Year.  The  Apoftle  condemns  the 
.  IVorJhip  of  Saints  as  a  DoSirine  of  Devils,  The 
Pafifis  are  more  copious,  more  afliduous  in  their  De- 
votions to  Saints,  than  to  all  the  Three  Perfons  in  the 
Godhead. 

The  Curfe  about  the  Ten  Commandments  is  ex- 
preffed  in  the  fame  equivocal  Way.  I  fliall  take  no 
further  Notice  of  it  here,  than  that  I  wonder  thq 
Commandments  fhould  at  all  be  brought  into  it,  fmce 
the  Second  explicitly  forbids  v^hat  the  Papifis  fo  grofly 
praftife,  the  Worfhip  of  Images  ;  or  (which  is  juft 
the  fame  Thing)  the  Worftiip  of  the  Perfons  repre- 
fented  by  the  Images.  Their  poor  People,  always  ig- 
norant, only  worfhip  what  they  fee  ;  and  if  they  wor- 
ihipped  a  Saint  or  an  Angel  in  Perfon,  they  would  be 
flill  Idolaters. 

The  fmall,  but  well-meant  Craft  in  the  next  Curfe, 
is  plain  enough  to  be  diverting. — Curfed  is  he  that 
preaches  to  the  People  in  unknown  Tongues,  fuch  as 
they  underfiand  not ;  or  ufes  any  other  Means  to  keep 
them  in  Ignorance.  Pray  obferve:  Nobody  charges  them 
with  preaching  in  an  unknown  Tongue -y  the  Charge 
is,  that  they  pray  in  an  unknown  Tongue ;  and  the 
Charge  is  true.  They  dare  not  deny  it  by  the  moft 
elufive  Terms  which  they  can  invent.  Their  Prac- 
tice in  it  is  in  direct:  Defiance  of  Scripture,  which 
largely  condemns  it ;  of  common  Senfe,  which  it  af- 
fronts 3  and  of  all  the  Purpofes  of  rational  Devotion, 
which  it  can  never  raife.  Can  there  be  any  Edifica- 
tion where  there  is  no  Knowledge  ?  For  aught  the 
People  know,  the  Prieft,  in  the  Mafs,  may  be  ap- 
plying to  Mahoniet^  or  to  Simon  Magus,  All  that 
they  hear  from  him  is  a  doleful  Tone  ;  all  that  they 
fee  in  him  is  Bowings,  Turnings,  Grimaces,  and 
making  Mouths.  By  thefe  Tricks  and  Accents  he 
may  amaze  them  and  warm  them,  and  fo  he  might 
.  by  the  Words  of  Petronius  Arbiter^  or  any  other  pro- 
fane Strains,  fanatically  and  wailingly  pronounced. 

Can 
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Can  there  be  greater  Impiety,  or  a  higher  Infult 
upon  the  true  Piety  and  the  Underftandings  of  Chri- 
ftians,  than  thus  daringly  to  debar  them  from  the 
Duty  of  praying  for  themfelves  and  their  own  Souls, 
yet,  to  mock  them  with  the  Appearance  of  doing  it? 
Can  there  be  more  fuccefsful  Means  ufed,  by  Art 
and  Impafture,  to  keep  the  People  in  Ignorance?  Fl^ 
fcj^  fu?n^  or  any  other  Jargon,  would  be  as  edifying. 

In  the  Romijh  Churchy  Ignorance  is  allowed  to  be 
the  Mother  of  Devotion ;  and  'tis  carefully  cultivate 
,  ed  there,  as  the  firft  Foundation  and  Elements  of  po- 
pular Superftition,  and  of  Papal  Tyranny,  to  which 
all  Religion,  all  Reafon  and  Confcience,  muft  be  en- 
ilaved  or  facrificed«  In  that  Church  the  Inftrudtion, 
the  Commands  of  the  Priefts,  are  all  authoritative 
and  uncontroulable  5  to  contradict  him  is  Herefy ; 
Herefy  is  Death  and  Damnation.  Where  profound 
Ignorance  is  the  Mother  of  Devotion,  blind  Submif- 
fion  is  naturally  her  Daughter. 

This  laft  Curfe,  equivocal  as  it  is,  I  doubt  in- 
volves the  Framer  of  it  in  it ;  nor  can  any  thing  but 
Ignorance  clear  him  of  it  j  a  Plea  which  I  doubt  he 
cannot  offer. 

As  the  Aim  of  this  good  Catholic  is  to  conceal  and 
deny  all  the  real  Deformities  and  Horrors  of  Popery^ 
he  would  feem  to  deny  the  Pope's  difpenfing  Power : 
^"^Curfed  be  he  that  believes  that  the  Pope  can  give 
to  any  J  upon  any  Account  whatfoever^  Difpenfation  to 
lye  or  /wear  faljly  ;  or^  that  it  is  lawful  for  any^  at 
the  laji  Hour^  to  proteji  himfelf  innocent^  in  cafe  he  be 
guilty. 

There  is  gfeat  Boldnefs  in  this  Curfe;  for,  tho* 
the  Pope  muft  be  a  Madman  if  he  averred,  in  thefe 
unwary  Words,  that  he  could  encourage  any  Man 
to  fwear  faljly^  and  to  lye^  he  notorioufly  claims  a 
Power  to  difpenfe  with  Oaths,  the  moft  awful  and 
important  Oaths,  all  Oaths  and  Engagements  to  Princes 
and  States,    and   all  Oaths  and  Engagements  from 
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Princes  and  States.  For  many  Centuries  fucceflively 
(in  the  dark  Ages,  when  the  Papal  Power  flouriilied 
moft)  hardly  a  Year  pafled  but  his  Holinefs  difcbarg- 
ed  fome  Sovereign  from  his  Oath  to  his  People,  or 
fome  People  from  their  Oath  to  their  Sovereign,  as 
often  as  his  Wrath  or  his  Avarice  prompted  him;  for 
one  or  other,  or  both,  of  thefe  pious  Motives,  ge- 
nerally fwayed  the  holy  Father.  He  frequently  tempt- 
ed and  incenfed  Prince  and  People  to  violate  Laws 
^nd  Oaths,  and  to  opprefs  one  another.  He  particu- 
larly warranted  the  repeated  Perjuries  of  our  Henry 
III.  who  was  continually  opprefling  the  Nation,  and 
as  often  frightened  by  the  Barons  into  Oaths  and  Con- 
cefRons ;  then  as  readily  difcharged  by  the  Pope  from 
fulfilling  them,  but  never  without  a  competent  Price. 

This  Pra£lice  was  as  common  in  moft  Catholic 
Countries,  as  horrible  in  all.  The  Popes  were  for 
ever  difpenfing  with  Laws^  Odths^  Canons^  and  even 
-with  their  own  Decrees ;  and  they  had  a  Non-ohjianta 
to  all  Engagements,  Secular  and  Sacred,  to  God  and 
Man.  Was  not  all  this  owning,  as  well  as  pra£lif- 
ing,  Difpenfations  to  lye^  and  to  fivear  faljly  ?  ^'  It 
*'  is  as  eafy  to  grant  a  Difpenfation  to  Sin  for  the  fu- 
*'  ture,  as  to  abfolve  for  Sin  that  is  paft,"  as  the 
Author  of  the  Inquiry  truly  obferves. 

CURSED  is  hs  that  believes  it  lawful  for  any^  at 
the  lafl  Hour^  to  ^roteji  himfelf  innocent^  in  cafe  he 
he  guilty. 

"  Aye,  fays  the  Author  of  the  Inquiry^  or  ^Xariy 
^^  Hour.  But  when  a  Man  is  abfolved  from  his  Guilt 
*'  by  a  Prieft,  is  he  then  guilty?" — 'When  the  Prieft 
has  reftored  him  to  a  State  of  Innocence,  he  will  think 
it  juft  to  aflbrt  his  Innocence. 

All  the  other  Curfes  are  e:Jccellently  explained, 
and  the  Drift  and  Artifices  of  the  Framer  fairly  ex- 
pofed,  by  the  Author  of  the  Inquiry  ;  for  there  are 
feveral  more  Curfes  that  I  have  for  that  Reafon  omit- 
ted. It  is  remarkable,  that  after  the  Framer  of  the 
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Curies  had  denied  or  difguifed  the  moft  fhocking  Po- 
fitions  and  Pradlices  of  Popery,  he  yet  adds  the  fol- 
lowing and  laft  Curfe :  Curfed  are  we^  if^  in  faying 
Amen  to  any  of  thefe  Curfes^  we  ufe  any  Equivocation 
€r  mental  Refervation,  or  do  not  ajfent  to  them  in  the 
common  and  obvious  Senfe  &f  the  Words. 

To  all  which  I  anfwer.  Lord  have  Mercy  upon  ns  f 
The  full  and  particular  Anfwer  to  that,  and  to  them 
all,  I  leave  to  the  difcerning  Inquirer^  who  handles 
this  laft,  as  he  has  the  reft,  with  proper  Difcernment 
and  Strength. 

I  END  where  the  Proteftant  Author  begins.  He 
tells  us,  that  this  Popifli  Performance  is  called,  AVin^ 
dication  of  the  Roman  Catholics^  being  their  moji  fo^' 
iemn  Declaration  of  their  utter  Abhorrence  of  the  foU 
lowing  Tenets  vulgarly  laid  to  their  Charge:  And  then 
follow  the  Curfes.  He  fays,  that  it  was  firft  publifli- 
ed  in  order  to  introduce  Popery  here,  in  the  Begin 
ning  of  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  James^  of  whofe 
deteftable  Government,  blind  Popifti  Bigotry,  and  fu- 
rious Tyranny,  I  have  lately  given  a  ihort  but  true 
Account.  It  was  reprinted  at  London^  by  the  prefent 
Popifh  titular  Bifliop  of  London^  in  the  Year  1743, 
when  an  Invafion  was  defigned  againft  England  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Pretender.  It  was  again  republiflied  "  at 
"*'  a  Time  when  a  Popifti  Prince  was  attempting  to 
**  drive  out  a  Proteftant  one  !  a  Time  when  Popery 
*^  was  thought  likely  to  get  into.  Power  !  a  Time 
*^  when  Papifts  began  to  think  themfelves  fecure  of 
*'  gaining  their  Ends." 

The  profeffed  Purpofe  of  this  Popifli  Pamphlet  is' 
to  perfuade  Proteftants,  that  Papifts  merit  equal  Pro- 
tedion,  as  equally  good  Subjefts.  Strange  Afiurance, 
after  all  that  Proteftants  have  fuffered  from  Papifts  ! 
Can  Proteftants  ever  forget  the  Popifli  Fires  and  Pro- 
teftant Viftims  under  Queen  Mary^  with  their  incef-l 
fant,  perfidious,  and  bloody  Plots  ever  fince,  to  re-1 
ftore  Popery  here  ^  the  dreadful  Conspiracy  to  extir-l 

patei 


J     ^^^^^^^ 

pate  this  whole  Proteftant  State  by  Gunpowder ;  the 
Irijh  Majfacre^  fomented  by  the  Pope,  and  the  Po- 
pifli  Prietts  the  keeneft  Butchers  in  it  \  the  Majfacre 
of  Paris^  approved  and   hallowed  by  the  Pope  \  the 
daily  Butcheries   in  the   Inquifition ;  no  Faith   to  he 
kept    with    Proteftants ;    all    Proteftants   perfccuted,, 
robbed,  ft'arved,  and  flaughtered,  in  all  Popilh  Coun- 
tries where  Popifli  Priefts  have  any  Credit ;  all  Pro- 
iteftants  extirpated  in  all  Countries  where  Popifli  Priefts 
have  Sway  ;  the  Spirit  of  Popery  ftill  the  fame,  fan- 
guinary   and   devouring;  the   Popifli  Emiffaries  ever 
I  bufy,  deluding  and  perverting  the  Simple  and   Cre- 
I  dulous,  daily  making  Profelytes,  every   Profelyte  an 
I  Enemy  to  their  Country,  ready  to  turn  againft  it,  and 
I  zealous  to  d'eftroy  it  ? 

I 

I  Number  XXL  The  following  Sluotation  is  takm 
from  one  of  the  Political  Difiourfes  upon  Salluft  the 
Roman  Hijiorian  :  It  is  the  Fourth  Section  of  the 
Difcourfe^  Of  the  Mutability  of  Government.  The 
P^ffage  is  extremely  curious^  and^  I  think^  fea^ 
fonahle. 

\ 

\  **  'TpHE  Settlement  made  by  the  Jefuits^  upon  the 
*'  River  Paraguay  in  America^  is  extremely  re- 

*^  markable.     Thefe  good  Fathers,  every- where  in^ 

*^  defiitigable   in  improving  their  Apoftolic  Talents, 

^'  and   turning  Souls  into  Ecclefiaftical  Traffic   and 

*'  Power,  began  there,  by  drawing  together,  into  one 

*'  fixed  Flabitation,  about  Fifty  Families  of  wander- 

*'  ing  Indians^  whom  they    had    perfuaded   to  take 

^^  their  Word  implicitly  for  whatever  they  told  them : 

^'  For  this  is  what  they  call  Converfion ;  and  is,   in- 

*^  deed,  the  true  Art  of  making  Catholics^  who  have 

*'  no   other  Ground  for  their  Faith^    but  the  Afler- 

f*  tion  of  their  Priefts. 
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'^  From  this  Beginning,  and  fuch  Encouragement^ 
^'  the  affiduous  Fathers,  ranging  the  Country,  and 
*^  dazling  the  ftupid  Savages  with  their  fhining  Beads,, 
^^  charming  them  with  their  pious  Tales  and  Gri- 
**  maces,  their  tuneful  Devotions  and  high  Profef- 
*'  fions,  made  fuch  a  Harveft  of  Converts  as  to  form 
'^^  a  Commonwealth,  or  rather  an  Empire  of  Souls  %,. 
**  For  every  Convert  is  a  Subject  moft  blindly  obe- 
**  dient. 

*'  The  holy  Fathers,  not  Fifty  In  Number,  are 
^^  thus  Sovereigns  of  a  noble  Country,  larger  than 
^^  fome  Kingdoms,  and  better  peopled.  It  is  divid-- 
^^  ed  into  feveral  large  Diftri<5ts,  each  of  them  go- 
^^  verned  by  a  fingle  Jefuit^  who  is,  as  it  were,  a 
*^  provincial  Prince;  but  more  powerful  and  revered,. 
*^  and  better  obeyed,  than  any  European^  or  even  any 
'^^  EaJJern  Monarch.  His  Word  is  not  only  a  Law,, 
^^  but  an  Oracle;  his  Nod  infers  fupreme  Command:. 
^^  He  is  abfolute  Lord  of  Life  and  Death,  and  Pro- 
'^  perty;  may  inflifl.  capital  Punifhment  for  the  light* 
^^  eft  Oftence;  and  is  more  dreaded,  therefore  more- 
*^  obeyed,  than  the  Deity.  His  firft  Minifters  and 
^  OfHcers,  Civil  and  Military,  are  doomed  by  him  to. 
*'  the  meaneft  Punifliments,  and  whipped  not  onlj^ 
*^  like  common  Slaves,  but  like  common  Felons:  Nor^ 
^'  is  this  all  their  Puniffiment,  at  leafl;  all  their  Abafe- 
*'  ment,  which  to  a  Man  of  Spirit  is  the  worft  Pu- 
^'  nifhment.  Whilft  they  are  yet  marked  and  mangled. 
*'  with  the  Lafh,  they  run  (Colonels  and  Captains 
^^  run)  and  kneel  before  their  holy  Sovereign,  con- 
*'  demn  themfelves  for  having  incurred  his  pious 
*^  Difpleafure,  and  humbly  kifling  his  reverend  Sleeve, 
<V  thank  him  for  the  fatherly  Honour  he  has  done 
*'  them,  in  correcting  them  like  Dogs,. 

'^  So  much  Tamenefs  and  Vaffalage  is  part,  and 
^^  an  important  Article,  of  their  Converfion,  They 
*'  are  even  pleafed  with  their  Servitude^  and  care  not 
♦^  what  they  do  and  fuffer  here,  for  the  mighty  Trea- 
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*'  fures  of  Joy  and  Liberty  which  are  infured 
•^  to  them  hereafter  by  the  good  Father,  who  gives 
^'  them  all  that  he  has  to  give  in  the  next  World,  and^ 
*^  by  way  of  Barter  and  Amends,,  takes  all  that  they 
*^  have  in  the  prefent. 

"^  The   poor  /«^//Wj  cultivate  the  Ground,  dig 
*^  and  plough,  and  reap  and  fow  j   they  make  Stuffs, 
"  and  other  Manufactures  ;   they    rear   Fowls,  they 
*'  breed  Cattle,  they  carry  Burdens,  and  labour  hard 
*'  above  Ground,  as- well  as  under  it,  where,  in  Sweat 
^^  and    Darknefs,    and    in   Peril    of  perilhing,  they 
**  drudge  m  the  Mines  :  Yet,  with  all  this  Induftry, 
^^  they    earn  nothing,  nothing   for  themfeWes  :  All 
^^  their  Earnings,  all  the  Profit  and  Advantages,  ap- 
*^  pertain  not  to  them,  but  folely  to  the  good  Father^ 
^^  their  fpiritual  Sovereign,  who  rewards  them  to  the 
j  "  full  with   what  cofts  him  nothing ;   BleiTings,  and 
^^  Mafles,   and  diftant  Profpefts.     Their   Grain  and 
*'  Manufactures  are  all  carried  into  his  Ware-houfes, 
**  their  Cattle  and  Fowls  into  his  Yards,  their  Gold 
*^  and  Silver  into  his  Treafury :  They  dare  not  wear 
*'  a  Rag  of  their  own  fpinning,  nor  tafte  a  Grain  of 
^^  their  own  fowing,  nor  a  bit  of  Meat  of  their  own 
"  feeding,  nor  touch  the  Metal  of  their  own  produ- 
"  cing  ;  nor  fo  much  as  an  Egg  from  the  Hens  they 
"  rear :  Tliey  themfelves  are  fed  and  fubfifted,  from 
*^  Day  to  Day,  by  a  limited   Allowance,  furnifhed 
•^  them  by  the  Appointment,,  and   at  the  Mercy,  of 
*'  their  great  Lord,,  a  fmall  Prieft. 

^'  Yet,  under  all  thefe  Difcouragements  (which! 
^  are  none  to  them,  who  feem  to  have  facrificed 
I  *'  their  Feeling,  as  well  as  their  Reafon,  to  the  Sor- 
I  **  eery  of  Superftition]  they  are  diligent  and  laborious 
j  *'  to  the  laft  Degree,  and  vie  with  one  another  for 
r'  the  high  Price  and  Diftrndion  beftowed  by  the  Fa- 
^  ther  upon  fuch  as  excel  moft  in  their  Work  and 
^  Induftry,  even  the  bewitching  Honour  of  kifling 
^^  his-  Sleeve.  The  fecond  Commandment  in  their 
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^^  Table  of  Duties  is,  to  fear  the  Jefuit^i  c  id  obey  him  5j 
^^  as  the  two  next  are  much  akin  to  it,  and  of  the  like 
*'  Tendency,  even,  to  JIudy  Humility^  and  to  contemn 
*^  all  worldly  Goods.     The  Precept,  of  fearing  God,^, 
*^  feems  to  be  prefixed  for  Form,  and  in  Policy  only^ 
*'  fince  it  is  impoflible  there  fhould  be  any  Knov/ledge. 
**  of  God  where  the  Exercife  of  Reafon  is  not  known^.. 
*'  nor  permitted  \  nor  can  God  be  faid  to  be  regard- 
*'  edbythofe  who  ufe  the  Images  of  God  like  Beaftso 
*^    All    thefe  Stores  and  Warehoufes,  fo   muchi 
*^  Grain,  fo  many  Manufactures,  fo  much  Gold  and 
*'  Silver,    fo  many   Commodities,  from  fo    fine,  fo 
^'  large,  and   fo   plentiful  a  Country,  abounding  in 
*'  Mines,  in  Rivers,  and  Meadows  full  of  Horfes  and 
*'  Sheep    and  Black   Cattle^  of  Timber  and  Fruit- 
*^  trees,  of  Flax  and  Indigo,  Hemp  and  Cotton,  Su*- 
*'  gar.  Drugs,    and    Medicinal  Herbs,  mufi:  enable 
^'  thefe  good  Fathers,  who  have  renounced  all  Wealths 
^^  and  the  World  itfelf,  to  carry  on  an  infinite  and- 
^^  moft  lucrative  Trade,  in  whkh,  though  they  hava 
*^  vowed  Poverty,  they  are  extremely  a£live,  and  con- 
^*  fequently  muft  make  that  Jefultical  Government  2^ 
*^  moft  powerful  one^     It  hath  Advantages  which  no. 
*'  other  Government  ever  had  ;  an  abfolute  Indepen- 
*^  dency  upon  its  People>  or  tloeir  Purfes  ;  the   whole.- 
*'  Wealth  of  the  Country  in  its,  prefent  Pofleflion  ; 
*'  the  People  abforutel}r^bmiifive-j.  and  refigned  to  its. 
^*  good  Pleafure^  and  all  its  Calls  ;  no  Factions,   not 
*^  a  Malecontent  >  an  Army  of  fixty  thoufand  Men^, 
^^  all  tame  and  tra6table,  devoted  to  blind  Obedience,, 
*'  commanded  in  Chief  by   a  Jefult^  and  obftinately 
*'  averfe  to  be  commanded  by  any  other  General ;  a 
*^  vafl  Revenue  of  many  Millions  ;    no  Trouble  iu 
*^  Taxirhg,    no  Time  loft  in  collecting  Taxes. 

^'  Such  a  Government,  whilft  it  proceeds  upon 
**  the  fame  Principles^  is  unchangeable.  No  wonder 
*^  thefe  Jeftats  are  extremely  jealous  and  tender,  not 
^''  oray  iii  keeping  the  poor  ludians  Skves  to    Igno- 
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^^  ranee  and  Bigotry,  in  order  to  keep  them  Slaves 
•^^  to  themfelves  ;  but  in  concealing  lb  much  Empire 
^*  and  Wealth  from  all  the  World,  efpecially  from 
^'  Spainj  from  whence  they  were  fent,  at  the  Ex- 
*'  pence  of  that  Crown,  to  convert  the  Indians^  and 
*^  make  them  Subjects  to  the  Spani/h  Monarchy.  The 
^^  good  Fathers  are  fo  far  from  meaning  any  fuch 
^'  Thing,  that  they  not  only  carefully  avoid  teaching 
^'  *them  the  Spanijh  Tongue^  but  prefs  it  upon  them 
^^  ^as  a  Point  of  Confcience,  not  to  converfe  with  the 
^'  Spaniardso  If  any  Spaniard  happens  to  come  a- 
^^  mongft  them  (a  Thing  which  the  Jefuits  are  fo  far 
^'  from  encouraging,,  that  they  care  not  to  fee  it)  he 
^^  is  indeed  civilly  ufed,,  but  carefully  confined  within 
'^^  the  Walls  of  their  holy  Citadel,  the  Presbytery  ;  or 
-"  if,  by  earneft  Intreaty^  he  obtain  Leave  to  walk 
*'  through  the  Town,  he  is  clofely  guarded  by  the 
*'  y^/V  at  his  Side,  and  fees  not  an  Indian  in  the 
^^  Streets ;  for  the  Indians  are  ordered  to  fhut  them- 
*'  felves  up,  and  fatten  their  Doors,  upon  any  fuch 
.  *^  Occafion. 

^'  Besides,  thefe  vigilant  Fathers  keep  five  or  fix 
^'  thoufand  Men,  employed  in  feveral  Detachments 
*^  (Apoftolic  Troops  !)  to  watch  and  fcour  theFron- 
*'  tiers,  in  order  to  cut  of  all  Intercourfe  with  the 
'^  neighbouring  Countries,  not  yet  fubjeded  to  the 
*^  good  Fathers.  Towards  one  of  their  Frontiers  par* 
*'  ticularly,  left  the  rich  Mines  in  it  might  invite  a 
*'  Settlement  from  abroad,  they  have  deftroyed  all  the 
^'  Horfes,  in  order  to  difcourage  any  fuch  Settlement* 
^^  For  thefe  felf-denying  Friars,  who  are  fworn  to 
^'  Poverty,  have  an  ardent  Zeal  to  fecure  all  thefe 
^'  wealthy  Mines  to  themfelves  for  Religious  Ufes.  , 
''  These  poor,  rich,  humble,  fovereign  Miffio* 
^^  naries,  as  they  areMafters  of  fuch  immenfe  Wealth, 
^^  all  confecrated  to  their  own  Ufe,  that  is,  to  the 
^^  Ufe  of  Religion,  make  a  proper  Difplay  of  it.  The 
^*  Churches  are  fpacious,  magnificent  in  their  Struc-^ 
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-^^  ture,  and  fet  off  with  all  Pomp  and  Decoration^. 
*'  grand  Porticoes  and  Colonnades,  rich  Altars,  adorn- 
^'  ed  with  Bas  Reliefs,  Pi6lures  in  Frames  of  maffy 
^'  Gold,  and  Saints  of  folid  Silver,  the  Foot  and  Sides 
*^  covered  with  Cloth  of  Gold,  and  the  Pedeftals 
*'  with  Plates  of  Gold  -,  the  Tabernacle  made  of 
^'  Gold ;  the  Pyx  or  Box  for  the  Sacrament,  of  Gold, 
*^  fet  round  with  Emeralds  and  other  Jewels  ;  the 
^^  Veffels  and  Candlefticks  made  of  Gold  ;  the 
^^  Whole,  when  illuminated,  making  a  Shew  almoft 
«  beyond  Belief.  A  proper  Bait  for  the  Eyes  of  de- 
^^  luded  Indians,  who,  by  fuch  iine  Sights,  and  the 
««  pious  Mountebankry  attending  them,  are  retained 
*«  in  due  Awe  and  Wonder  ! 

'^  The  princely  Perfon  of  the  poor  Je/uit  is  fuita-^ 
"  bly  lodged  in  a  fpacious  Palace,  containing  grand 
*^  Apartments,  furnifhed  v/ith  many  Pi£tures  and 
*^  Images,  with  proper  Lodgings  for  his  Train  of 
'^  Officers  and  Domeftics  5  the  Quadrangles  and  Gar- 
*^  dens  all  in  Proportion  3  the  whole  Court  making  a 
^^  Square  of  fome  Miles.  Ohferve,  That  all  the  ma- 
*^  ny  opulent  Warehoufes  belonging  to  the  holy  dif- 
^^  interefted  Man  are  contained  in  it. 

'^  Such  is  the  Situation,  fuch  the  State  and  inimi-^ 
*'  tableAuthority,  of  every  Jefuit  in  Paraguay. 
*'  There  are  but  forty  odd  of  thefe  Monks  in  all  that 
*^  great  Tra6i:  of  Country,  and  in  it  they  have  above 
*'  a  Million  of  Souls,  not  only  to  obey  them,  but  to  , 
*^  worfhip  them  ;  nor  do  thefe,  their  fightlefs  and  ab- 
«^  je£i:  Slaves,  know  any  other  God :  For  where  the 
*'  true  God  is  ever  fo  little  known,  no  Man  will 
*'  .worfhip  Friars,  who  always  paint  him  as  like  them- 
«'  fejves,  as  they  themfelves  are>  in  xealityj  unlike 
V  him.': 


Number 
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Number  XXIi.     The  Quaker's  Jdvice  to  the  youn^ 
Pretender^ 

Young  Marij 
'T"'HY  venturing  thyfelf  into  Britain  hath  produced 
'■•  a  Diicovery^  which  ought  to  wound  thee  with 
fore  Remorfe ;  namely,  that  however  lorry  and  wretch- 
ed the  Friends  whom  thou  haft  picked  up  in  Scotland 
are,  even  barbarous  Highlanders^  Strangers  to  Hu- 
manity and  our  Language,  Eneknies  to  our  Religioit^ 
and  Laws  ;  yet  thou  haft  no  better  Friends  in  Eng-- 
landy  none  v/ho  are  blefted  either  with  Religion,  or 
with  Property,  or  with  Senfe.  Neither  canft  thou 
wonder  at  it.  Thou  art  an  Outlaw y  and  canft  hope 
no  fincere  Affiftance  but  from  fuch  as  are  as  defperate 
as  thyfelf.  Whoever  joins  with  thee,  or  ftands  up  for 
thee,  by  doing  fo  forfeits  all  he  hath,  whether  thou 
doft  mifcarry  or  fucceed.  If  thou  faileft,  he  is  for- 
feited and  hanged  :.  If  thou  carrieft  thy  Point,  all  that 
he  hath  is  thine,,  or.  at  thy  Mei*cy»  For  w^hether  thou 
becomeft  Mafter  by  Force^  or,  by  Clahn  of  Inherit 
tance^  it  will-  be  equally  t-reafonable  to  contend  with 
thee,  when  thou  art  Mafter.  Thou  needeft  ov\\y  fane ^ 
iify  thy  Ufurpation  with  the  profane  Colour  of  Diviiie 
Rigbty  and  then  all  thy  Violence  is  La^v, 

All  the  Laws  in  being  are  againft  thee.  Canft  thou 
give  us  any  fatisfying  Reafon,  why  all  our  Laws,  and 
with  them  our  Conscience,  our  Bible  and  our  Pro- 
perty, fliould  be  facrificed  to  thy  Will  ?  What  is  it 
to  us  that  thou  calleft  thy  Name  Stuart  ?  A  Name 
that  will  gain  thee  no  Man  that  was  not  bewitch- 
ed to  thee  before,  by  defperate  Supexftition^  or  defpe- 
rate Ambition,  or  a  defperate  Fortune. 

Under  thy  pretended  Grandfather  (to  go  no  fur- 
ther back)  we  had  a  Struggle  for  our  All  y  and  hj 
God's  Blefling  and  the  Affiftance  of  WillianiythQ  Va- 
liant Prince  of  Orange^  our  Struggle  was  fuccefsful ; 
as  we  truft  in  God,  cur  preffnt  Struggle  will  be.  God 

hath 


hath  bleffed  us  with  another  William^  we  truft  ano* 
ther  Deliverer^  a  Hero  and  a  Proteftant,  like  his  re- 
nowned Namefake  >  a  Youth  inured  to  Dangers  and 
Battles,  and  ennobled  by  them  ;  the  Champion  of 
Freemen,  the  Scourge  of  Rebels,  the  Terror  of  France^ 
and  thy  Terror.  Thou  flyeft  before  him,  thou  and 
thy  defperate  Hoft  :  We  firmly  hope  that  thy  Flight 
will  foon  be  final.  We  have  now,  as  we  had  then, 
the  zealous  Concurrence  of  all  Ranks  of  Protefiants^ 
Churchmen  znA  Dijfenters,  Nor  do  we  fear  the  Power 
and  Malice  of  the  Papifts^  thy  only  unchangeable 
Friends^  and  our  unchangeable  Enemies,  Thou  haft 
no  Argument  to  aflert  but  thy  Will^  and  thy  Sword  : 
And  this  was  thy  pretended  Grandfather's  beft  Argu^ 
ment.  The  Defence  of  our  Religion  and  our  Laws 
(the  only  Glory  of  a  King  and  his  only  Support)  was 
to  far  from  his  Heart,  that  though  he  promifed  and 
fwore  to  preferve  both  inviolably,  he  openly  ftrove  to 
extirpate  one  and  to  abolifh  the  other. 

What  canft  thou  promife  that  he  did  not  fwear  ? 
And  what  were  his  Oaths  and  all  his  Engagements  to 
his  Protejlant  Subjects,  but  Snares  laid  to  lull  them 
faft  afleep,  and  then  to  deftroy  them  before  they  were 
thoroughly  awake  ?  His  mad  and  ungodly  Zeal  hur^ 
ried  him  too  faft.  He  would  not  allow  his  People 
fufficient  Time  to  be  well  deceived*  His  facred  Oaths 
were  violated  almoft  as  foon  as  made.  Verily,  he 
broke  fome  Parts  of  his  Oath  before  he  took  it,  by 
feizing  the  Revenues  to  be  fettled  by  Parliament  be- 
fore the  Parliament  had  granted  them.;  and  then  afked 
the  Parliament  to  grant  him  what  he  had  feized.  His 
blind  Bigotry  to  Popery  (as  Bigotry  is  always  without 
Bounds  in  a  narrow  Genius)  made  the  Protejlant 
Faith,  as  well  as  the  .E*;?^///??  Councils^  odious  to  him. 
He  was  blindly  led  by  the  JeJultSy  and  other  Emiffa.- 
ries  from  Rome^  particularly  by  an  idolatrous  Woman 
of  that  Communion,  his  Italian  Wife.  His  whole 
Condud-  was  fuch,  fo  perfidious^  fo  precipitate  and 

arbitrary^ 
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I  arbitrary,  that  whoever  is  not  for  ever  warned  by  it 
I  againft  Popery  in  their  Princes^  and  againft  a  Popijh 
I  Prince  on  the  Englijh  Throne,  will  never  take  any 
i  Warning,  never  be  a  real  Englijhman. 

Thou  canft  not  deceive  us  with  thy  Promifes^ 
we  (hall  not  truft  thee  even  upon  thy  Oath.  We 
know  how  Papijls  reafon,  and  how  eafily  Popifh 
Priefts  can  abfoive  Popijh  Princes.  No  Oath  muft  be 
kept  that  mars  the  Catholic  Faith^  and  Catholic  Ty- 
ranny, Neither  canft  thou  convince  any  reafonable 
Man,  that  ever  Popery  prevailed  without  Tyranny^  or 
that  any  Tyranny  was  complete  without  Popery  in 
any  State  called  Chrijiian :  Nor  canft  thou  prove^ 
that  ever  any  Popifh  Prince  kept  Faith  with  a  Prote^ 
Jiant  People. 

But  thou  haft  indeed  in  Fa(5l  difpenfed  with  thy* 
felf  from  impofmg  upon  us,  by  any  artful  faithlefs  En- 
gagements in  form,  to  maintain  our  Rights  ;  whether 
from  thy  own  Modefty,  that  thou  wilt  not  profefs 
what  thou  art  far  from  intending  ;  or  that  thy  Priefts 
do  not  think  it  good  Policy  to  feek  hy  fair  Means^ 
what  they  hope,  and  perhaps  make  thee  hope,  to  gain 
for  thee  and  themfelves  by  a  Jirong  Hand.  Thou 
didft  therefore  mock  the  People  of  GlafgoWy  with' 
notable  Bitternefs,  when  in  Defence  of  the  Demands 
of  thy  wild  Mountain-men^  fent  to  rob  them  of  a 
great  Sum,  thou  toldeft  them,  "  Thou  wouldeft 
*'  maintain  them  in  all  their  Rights  ;"  when,  in  Faft, 
thou  waft  convincing  them,  that  they  had  None. 
The  good  People  of  Scotland  may  fay  the  fame  Thing 
to  Thee^  and  yet  drive  thee  out  of  their  Country  the 
Day  after.  Had  not  the  Men  of  Glafgow  a  Right  to 
their  own  Money  ?  Pray,  what  Right  hadft  thou  to 
it,  befides  the  great  Swords  of  thy  half-naked  High^ 
landers^  who  make  no  Diftindlion  between  Robbery 
and  Right ^  and  are  thercfgre  proper  Defenders  of 
them  f 

Thy 
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Thy  Mockery  of  poor  Men  in  Diftrefs  was  fllH 
more  bitter,  when  thou  didft  acquaint  the  forlorn  In- 
habitants of  that  City  (trembling  with  the  Daggers  of 
Savages  at  their  Throats)  with  what  great  Succefs  thou 
hadft  had,  and  ''  how  it  became  them  to  be  glad,  that 
**  thou  hadft  had  fo  much,^^  As  thou  waft  ftripping 
them  with  an  unfeeling  Heart  (for  Heretks  deferve  no 
Pity)  couldft  thou  thus  banter  them  too  with  an  un- 
moved Countenance  ?  Whatever  thou  didft  mean,  or 
howfoever  thou  didft  look,  thy  whole  Conduct,  and 
thy  Words,  on  this  Occafton,  furnifh  an  inftruflivs 
Leflbn  to  every  Briton^  and  will,  I  hope,  make  as 
deep  and  proper  Impreffions  upon  allBritons^  as  they 
did,  and  do,  and  ftill  fhall  upon  me. 

Young  Man,  I  pray  thecj  who  fent  for  thee,  and 
what  didft  thou  come  for  ?  That  thou  comeft  in  the 
Name  of  thy  Father  may  be  a  Plea  in  the  Mouth  of  a 
Child  ;  but  inftead  of  an  Argument  for  thee,  rather 
excites  an  Alarm  againji  thee.  Thy  Father  is  a  Name 
of  Contempt  and  Averfion  to  ProteJIants  and  EngUJh'^ 
men  j  and  none  but  the  Ungodly^  the  Unenlightened 
Dwellers  upon  the  Mountains^  have  invited  thee  or 
ftood  by  thee  \  Sons  of  Belial  and  of  Blood,  chofen 
to  fupport  thy  Reign  by  committing  univerfal  Plunder, 
and  cutting  Throats.  Or  if  France  and  Spain  and 
Rome  efpoufe  thy  Caufe,  can  it  be  any  other  than  the 
Caufe  of  Babylon  and  of  Antichrift  ?  Canft  thou  con- 
ceive a  Caufe  more  odious,  more  execrable  and  alarm'* 
ing  to  the  Ear-s  of  Englijhrfien  and  ProteJIants  ? 

What  comeft  thou  for?  Is  it  to  rejlore  thy  Fa- 
ther to  what  he  never  had,  a  Crown  ?  Thy  Father  is 
debarred  from  the  Crown  ;  and  common  Fame  fays,  is 
as  much  unqualified  2.^  di [qualified  for  it.  And  how  well 
qualified  thou  art,  let  the  Laws  declare  ;  together  with 
thy  lawlefs  Intrufion,  and  the  barbarian  Rule  exercifed 
^y  thee  and  thy  Savages  in  Scotland.  We  know  of 
no  Rejioring  in  England  but  what  we  dread  to  fee  re« 
ftorcd,  Popery  and  Slavery,  Is  it  becaufe  thy  pre- 
tended 
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tended  Grandfather  attempted  to  eftablifli  both,  that 
thy  Father  pretends  to  fucceed  him  ?  Thy  true  Errand 
is  to  abolifh  our  dear  and  facred  Birthright,  the 
matchlefs  Bleffings  of  Liberty,  with  all  the  Laws  that 
fecure  thefe  heavenly  Bleflings,  as  alfo  the  illuftrious 
Protejiant  King,  who  fecures  all  thefe  Laws.  The 
Laws  are  the  Rule  of  his  Reign  ;  as  Veracity  and 
Magnanimity  are  the  Rules  of  his  Life.  He  never^ 
in  one  Inftance,  deceived  his  Subjects ;  never  wronged^ 
never  defrauded,  much  lefs  opprefled,  one  fingle  Sub- 
jeft.  His  Heart  is  too  manly  to  be  falfe.  He  abhors 
Popery^  as  it  promotes  Contradiction  and  Falfehood, 
and  infpires  Cruelty  and  Deceit,  with  Perjury  and 
Tyranny,  the  true  Marks  of  the  Beajl  and  her 
Followers  ! 

What  thinkefl:  thou  of  thy  pretended  Grand^ 
father  ?  What  thinkefl:  thou  of  thy  Father  and  thy- 
felf,  and  of  what  thou  art  now  doing  and  purfuing  ? 
Was  the  Reign  of  King  James  any  more  like  the 
Reign  of  King  George^  than  infolent  and  mercilefs 
Oppreflion  is  like  fatherly  ProtecSlion  ;  than  mean  De- 
ceit (very  mean  in  a  King)  is  like  princely  Sincerity 
and  the  open  Spirit  of  a  Man  ;  or  than  diabolical  Per- 
jury is  like  the  pious  and  heroic  Adherence  of  out 
Great  King  to  Faith  and  Oaths  ? 

How  dofl:  thou  like  this  Explanation  and  true 
Comparifon  ?  What  is  in  thy  Father  to  recommend 
him  to  Englijhmen  and  Proteftants  ?  Is  it  the  Blood  of 
thy  pretended  Grandfather  ?  This  is  a  DiftincSlioa 
that  would  do  him  or  thee  but  little  good  :  None  but 
Enthuftaffsttg2ivdi  It:  Wc  txuQ  P rot eji ants  zndi  Eng- 
lijhmen difown  it.  I  doubt  many  defpife  it.  Dofl 
thou  hope  to  bring  it  into  Eflreem,  and  with  it  thy 
Popery  and  thy  murdering  Robbers,  half-clad  High-' 
landers^  in  fpotted  Blankets  ? 

Whatever  Name  thou  dofl:  aflume,  thou  art  an 

Vfurper:  Whatever  Title  thou  dofl:  claim,  thou  hafl: 

I  in 
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In  reality  none  but  Violence.  Thy  Succefs  muft  b^ 
our  Deftrudion. — — With  what  Face  canfl:  thou  de- 
fire  a  Free  People  to  be  Slaves  to  an  Outlaw  and  an 
Exile?  The  Laws,  the  Laws  of  G^<i  and  Man^  are 
on  our  Side :  By  thele  Laws  thou  art  a  Criminal  con- 
demned. Thou  art  indeed  a  defperate  Adventurer. 
All  thy  Way  is  paved  with  Guilt  and  Danger.  Doll 
thou  fet  up  thyfelf,  or  the  Phantom  thy  Father,  both 
Strangers,  both  Outlaws,  againft  the  Peace  and  Feli- 
city of  Three  great  Kingdoms  ?  Muft  He  or  T^hou 
reign,  though  "Jhey  perifh ;  as  furely  they  muft,  if 
either  of  you  do  ?  This  argues  a  defperate  Spirit.  It 
is  bidding  Defiance  to  the  Living  God  :  It  is  denoun- 
cing Perdition  to  his  Creatures. 

Whenever  this  Nation  hath  wanted  a  King, 
they  have  chofen-a.  King.  William  the  Third  -,  the  late 
King  George ;  and  this  King  George^  came  all  to  the 
Throne  by  the  Invitation  and  Authority  of  Parlia- 
ment.  Thefe  Kings  we  know  ;  but.  What  art  thou  ? 
Surely  not  a  King,  but  a  very  ftrange  Chara6ler,  a 
Wanderer  and  a  Robber,  attempting  to  feize  a  King- 
dom. Thy  Abettors  and  Followers  fuit  thy  Perfon 
and  Fortune.  Any  one  of  them,  though  unable  to 
j-ead  thy  aflumed  Title  ^  might,  with  equal  Pretences, 
produce  a  longer  Genealogy  for  himfelf  than  thine,  and 
as  founding.  For,  according  to  thy  Example  and  De- 
mand, every  Man  that  can,  may  rob  and  mafter  hu- 
man Society. 

I  BLESS  God,  we  want  not  a  King  :  If  we  did,  we 
Ihould  never  chufe  nor  admit  thee,  I  blefs  God,  we 
have  a  good  and  gracious  King,  a  jujl  and  a  hrave 
King.  Is  it  likely,  that  we  ftiall  change  him  for  one 
defcended  from  thy  pretended  Grandfather  ?  So  thou 
jnayeft  depart.  God  blefs  King  George  \  God  blefs 
and  multiply  his  Race  ;  God  proteft  his  Family  and 
thefe  Nations,  and  blaft  the  Hopes  of  all  Preten- 
ders^ with  the  Devices  of  all  Papijis^  at  home  and 
abroad. 

O  YOUNG 
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O  YOUNG  Man!  this  is  the  v/arm  and  devout 
Prayer  (however  thou  mayeft  diflike  it)  of  thy  up-. 
right  Monitor, 

A  True  EngUJhman^  and 
A  Plain  Chriftian^  ftiled 

A  Quaker, 

Number  XXIII.  Ihe  intimate  Refemhiance  between 
the  Popijl)  Clergy^  andthofe  of  modern  Paganifm 
in  the  Eaft. 

'^^  HE  learned  Dr.  Middleion\i?X\  vinth  unanfwer- 
able  Strength  and  Clearnefs,  demonftrated  at  large 
tlie  Conformity  of  Popery  to  antient  Paganifm.  I 
fhall  here  fhew  the  intimate  Refemhiance  betv/een  the 
Popifli  Clergy  and  thofe  of  modern  Paganifm  in  the 
Eoji  3  and  I  fhall  take  my  Proofs  from  Popifh  Au- 
thors only,  even  the  Eaftern  Miffionaries,  Authors 
highly  efteemed,  and  their  Works  highly  approved  b\^ 
the  Romifn  Church. 

The  Bonzes,  Lamas,  Talapois,  are  much  the 
fame  Sort  of  Priefts  with  different  Names  in  different 
Countries  in  the  Eajl ;  Bon%es  in  Japan  and  Chinay 
Lamas  m  Tartary,  Talapois  in  Siam.  They  profefs 
to  adore  Tv/o  Divinities,  Fo  and  Omito,  Father 
and  Son,  and  hold,  that  the  Invocation  of  thefeTwa 
IS  fufficient  to  expiate  all  Crimes  the  moil  enormous^ 
and  to  procure  their  Votaries  a  happy  Regeneration^ 
or  Renafcence^  according  to  their  Notions  of  Tranf* 
migration,  "^ 

They  have  a  Table  of  Five  very  laudable,  moral 
Precepts,  or  Commandments :  Firfl^  To  do  no  Mur- 
der. Secondly,  Not  to  commit  Adultery.  Thirdly 
Not  to  covet.  Fourthly,  Not  to  bear  Falfe  Witnefs!' 
Fifthly,  Not  to  pradife  Intemperance.  But  above  all 
they  recommend  Alms-deeds,  efpecially  to  themfelves' 
and  preach  up  the  Duty  of  furnifhing  the  Priefts  witH 
Wealth  and  all  Things;  of  obeying  them  in  all 
^  2  Things  i 


13^  7'/^^  Refemblance  Betwm^^^^^^ 

Things ;  and  of  building  them  Temples  ;  "  Since 
•^  (tbey  alledge)  that  it  is  by  neir  Prayers,  and  by 
*'  the  Penance  which  they  impofe,  that  you  are  re- 
*'  deemed  from  eternal  Torments." 

What  unlimited  Power  muft  not  fuch  revered 
Impoftors  gain  over  their  blind  Followers  ?  The  Soul 
of  a  Man,  they  hold,  goes^  when  he  dies,  into  feme 
other  Creature,  a  better  or  a  worfe,  according  to  his 
Merits  or  Defaults;  and  this  Charafter  of  him  depends 
ijpon  the  Word  and  Pleafure  of  the  Priefts. 

A  Pagan,  who  thought  himfelf  dying,  fent  for  a 
Romijh  Miffionary.  ^'  Father,  fays '  the  poor  Man,. 
'^^  the  Bonzesy  who  know  perfectly  what  palTes  in  the 
^^  other  World,  and  our  Lot  after  Death,  afiure  me,./ 
*'  that  as  I  lived  a  Penfioner  upon  the  Emperor's 
*^  Bounty,  I  (hall  be  transformed  at  my  Death  into  a 
^^  Pofl-horfe,  to  carry  his  Difpatches  into  the  Pro- 
^^  vinceso  They  exhort  me  therefore  to  beware  of 
*•  Itartiiig  and  ftumbling,  biting  and  kicking  ;  but  to 
*'  be  obedient  and  fubmiflive,  to  run  chearfully,  and" 
"  to  eat  fparrngly,.  Thus,  they  fay,  I  fliall  earn  the,: 
*'  Compaffion  of  the  Gods,  who  often  bring  a  Maa 
*'  of  Quality,  and  a  great  Mandarin,  out  of  a  dumb 
''  Beaft.  Now,  Father,  my  next  State  ftartles  me^ 
*'  and  I  dread  the  Thought.  In  my  Sleep  I  find  my- 
*'  felf  already  faddled,  trembling,  and  ready  to  fly 
*'  at  the  firft  Lafli  of  the  Poft-boy  ;  I  wake  in  Sweat 
*^  and  Horror,  and  continue  to  fancy  myfelf  a  Horfe^ 
'^^  I  am  told  Father,  that  in  your  Religion  there.: 
*^  is  more  Tendernefs,  that  by  it  Men  in  this  World, 
'*^  continue  Men  in  t'other  ^  and  I  would  rather  be  a 
*^^  Chrifdan  than  a  Beaft." 

It  is  Father  Le  Comte  who  tells  this  Story,  without 
feeing  the   obvious  Analogy  between  the    Bonzes   of 
iZhina  and  the  Bonzes  of  Rome,     Father  Du  Halde^ 
who  repeats  it  from  him,  as  little  fees  how  naturally 
his  own  Refledions  upon  thefe  Eaftern  Cheats  return. 


I  upon  the  Cheats  of  his  ov/n  Order,  and  upon  all  the 

[Orders  of  his  Church.     "  It  is  manifeft,  fays  he,  that 

'^  if  the  Chinefes  be  thus  Bubbles,  and  the  Believers  of 

^'  a  Dodrine  fo  abfurd  and  ridiculous,   as  that  of  the 

^^  Metempfychofis  \     the    Bonzes y   who  fo    zealoufly 

*'  fpread  it,  derive  no  fmall  Advantage  from  it.     It 

'*  marveloufly  fupports  all  the  Rogueries  w^hich  they' 

''  employ  to   extort  Alms-gifts,    and  to  fwell  their' 

/'^Revenues.     As  they  come  from  the  loweft  Popu- 

^^  lace,  and  are  inured  from  their  Infancy  to  an   idle* 

^'  Profeilion,  they  find  that  this  Doctrine  warrants  alf 

I*"'  the  Tricks  and  Frauds  which  they  pradife  to  excite - 

"  the  Liberality  of  the  People." 

What  a   true  Picture   of  the  Popifh   Monks  f 
This  lying   Dodrine,  and  all  the   knavifh    Devices ' 
of  the  Bonzes^  however  copious,   impudent  and  lu- 
jcrative,    are    barren,  impotent    and     modeft,   com- 
I  pared    to    Purgatory^    Tranfuhjiantiation  \    the    Pe-^ 
\  nances^  Ahfolutions^    and  all  the  infinite  and  incredible 
I  Rogueries  of  the  Pope  and  the  other  Romijh  Bonzes o- 
Thofe  in  the  Eaft  muft  be  owned  to  be  tolerable  Pro- 
I  ficients  in  all  the  Art^  of  pious  Knavery,  their  Intru- 
fion  into  Courts,  their  Flatteries   to  great  Men,  their 
Cajoleries    to    weak  Women ;    their  Gravity,  Hypo- 
I  aify  and  eternal  Avarice ;  nightly  Devotions,  Aufte- 
!  rities,  Fallings  and  Mortifications  ;  their  Pilgrimages  i 
the  Magnificence  and  Decorations  of  their  I'emples  ^ 
their  many  Poftures,  Genuflexions  and  Proftrations  |; 
their   Incenfe,    Perfumes,    and  Wax-Candles  j    their 
Idols,  Pidures  and  endlefs   Repetitions  :     For  in  all  ^ 
thefe  Tricks  they  abound,  as  thofe  of  Rome  do.     But 
in  all  thefe  Grimaces  and  Efi^brts  of  Fraud,  though 
full  and  fond  of  them,  they  arc  but  Babes  to  their  el- 
der Brothers  of  Rome, 

ALmosT   all  fpiritual  Rogueries  do,  in  many  In- 
fiances,  refemble  one  another:    Even  m  China  yoa 
Avould  take  yourfelf  to  be  in  Spain  or  Portugal    Such  ■ 
a  common  Sam.enefs  you  find  in  the  Devotion  of  the  - 
JEaftern  Bon%ss  and  the  European  Mgnks^  and  in  the  - 
.    I  3  C^rgdulity 
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Credulity  of  the  People,  Catholic  or  Pagan.  You  fee, 
thefe  Iblenm  Drolls,  the  Bonzes^  fcourging  themfelves- 
with  Rods,  flafhing  themfelves  with  Knives  in  the 
Streets ;  dragging  heavy  Iron  Chains ;  battering  their 
naked  Bodies  with  rough  Stones ;  flopping  at  every; 
Door,  and  Canting:-  "  All  this  we  fufFer  for  the; 

*'  Expiaation  of  your  Sins  !    Can  you  refufe  us  mo-- 
^'  derate  Alms  ?  " 

The  fame  LrComte  fays,  he  faw  "■  a  young  Bonze^, 
^^  of  a  very  genteel  Air,  and  of  a  proper  Addrefs  ta. 
''  deceive  the  Crowd,  in  the  Middle  of  a  Town  fhut 
*'  in  and  ftanding  upright,  in  a  clofe  Chair,  driven^ 
*^  thick  all  round  with  long  iron  Nails,  the  fharp  Ends^ 
^^  inward  ;  fo  that  he  could  no  way  lean  againft  it: 
*'  without  a  thoufand  Wounds.  Two  Fellows  w^hora- 
^^  he  had  hired,  carried  him  from  Door  to  Door  j^ 
''  and  at  every  Door  he  made  his  Speech  :  You  fee 
^^  me  thus  inch  fed.  and  tortured  for  the  Good  of  your 
*'  Souls  :  Nor  will  I  ever  relinquijh  this  my  Prifon^. 
^^  till  you  have  bought  all  thefe  my  Nails.  Each^ 
*'  Nail  will  coji  hut  Six  pence  ;  a  fmall  Price  for- 
^^  fuch  a  Treafure  of  Benedi^ions  as  it  brings!  In 
*'  pur  chafing  them  you  will  do  an  ASf  of  heavenly,* 
^^  Merits  not  to  us  the  Bonzes,  but  to  the  God  Fo^, 
*'  to  whofe  Honour  w.c  Bonzes  are,  building  a- 
^'  Temple/'- 

Observe  that  the  holy  Penitent  had  above  Two- 
thoufand  of  thefe  Nails  to  fell.  By  this  precious  Com- 
modity, though  he  loft  fome  Blood,  he  got  Money, 
with  the  Odour  of  San6tity,  perhaps  more  Miftrefles^, 
and  notable  Credit  with  his  Order,  as  well  as  to  it. 

The  Nails  had  certainly  an  intrinfic  Value,  how- 
«ver  far  fhort  of  their  religious  Value.  But  how  fu- 
perior  i^  the  intrinfic  Value  of  a  Thoufand  Mafles  ; 
-^ud  who  but  Priefts  can  retail  them  for  a  fingle  Far-- 
thing  ?  Do  not  the  Popifli  Priefts  likewife  turn  into 
ready  Money  all  the  Supernumerary  Merit  and  Suf- 
feiii/gs  of  thv^ir  Saints  aijid  Cwf#pr$  ?    Accgrding  to 
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^elr  Doflrine  and  Marketing,  all  rigid  Difciplinarians 
and  Martyrs  are  fo  many  new  Redeemers  of  Souls, 
and  fo  many  Benefadlors  to  the  Monks,  who  turn 
their  Blood  and  Penance  into  ready  Cafh. 

Let  them  produce  what  Inftances  of  Superftition 
they  can  (be  the  fame  ever,  fo  extravagant,  ever  fo 
fcandalous  and  blafphemous)  from  the  Fooleries  and 
Frauds  of  the  Pagans,,  the  moft  idolatrous  Pagans,  and 
of  all  the  Pagan  Priefthood  y  the  whole  will  come 
infinitely  fliort  of  their  own.  And  as  to  prieftly  Ty- 
ranny, Cruelty  and  national  Havock,  Popery  has  com- 
mitted more  in  a  Day  than  Paganifm  in  a  Thoufand 
Years.  All  the  Roguery  and  Rapine  of  the  Bonzes 
have  not  vifibly  leffened  the  mighty  Numbers  of  Peo- 
ple in  China  ;  Numbers,  perhaps,  equal  to  all  thofe 
upon  the  reft  of  the  Globe- 

AMERICAy  which,  though  called  but  a  Quarter 
of  the   World,,  is  almoft  a  Half,   fwarmed  once  in 
many  Parts  of  it  with  Inhabitants,    but  is  now  nigh 
defolate,  many  of  its  beft  Regions  utterly  defolate, 
rendered  fo  by  Catholic  Cruelty.     Spain^  by  the  Ex- 
pulfion  of  the  induftrious  Moors^  fome  Millions,   firft 
and  laft,  and  by  the  daily  Butcheries  of  the  Inquifition 
for   fome  Centuries,  has  long  found  a  very  natural 
Return   of  Beggary  and  difmal  Solitude,  inftead  of 
Multitudes  and  Plenty  ;  many  of  her  fertile  Plains  as 
defert  as  her  moft  barren  Mountains ;  and   nothing 
profpering  but  Priefts,  who  mar  and  damp,  and  ba- 
nifli  all  Profperity,  and  blaft  all  the  Bleffings  of  Na- 
ture,   as  they  thwart  and  curfe  all  the  Wifdom  and 
Virtue  of  Man.    In  France j.  and  all  over  Chriftendom, 
their  Outrages,  Devaftations,  their  Antichriftian  Spi- 
rit and  boundlefs  Cruelties,  are  fadly  remembered  and 
felt. 

As  to  the  lewd  Arts  and  Debaucheries  of  the 
Bonzes  with  Women,  and  one  another,  their  Mona- 
fteries,  and  their  Tricks  to  maintain  them :  their 
Hermitages  and  prieftly  Retreats  3    their  hard-hearted 

Unconcern 
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Unconcern  for  all  the  reft  of  the  World,  even  for  Pa-- 
rents  and  Relations :     All  thefe,    the  common  Curfes  ■ 
of  Prieftcraft  every  where,  are  flill  more  vifible  in  the 
Popifii  Countries  of  Europe^  more  prevalent  and  more ; 
pernicious. 

The  Popifh  Miflionaries  in  the  Eaft  mention  with 
Horror  the   Ufe  which  Libertines,   Priefts  and  other  " 
Fanatics,  make  of  the  Do6lrine  of  Tranfmigration,  in  ^ 
Ci'der  to  commit  Whoredom  and  Self-Murder.     Such  = 
a- one  need  only  reprefent  to  a  young  Nymph,  tender  • 
of  her  Perfon,  and  loth  to  proftitute  it,  that  her  Body ' 
is  hardly  any  Part  of  her,  at  leaft  the  meanefl:  Part,  a^ 
tranfient  Covering  and  Vehicle,  foon  of  itfeif  to  pe- 
rifh,  the  Slave  and  Off-caft  of  the  Soul,-  and  not  to  be 
regarded  :     And  having  thus  taught  her  to  defpife  her  ' 
Perfon,  he  enjoys  it.    If  flie  ftill  refufe,  he  has  another. 
Argument,  "  That  in  her  laft  State  fne  had  promifed 
*'  him  to  be  his,  and  then,  by  dyings  deprived  him  of- 
*^  his  Right  ^  "  which  he  therefore  claiixis,  and  often, 
regains  in  her  prefent  State. 

No  doubt  fuch  Craft  and  Lewdness  are  abomin-- 
able,  but  not  peculiar  to  the  Eaftern  Bonzes,  Many- 
Debaucheries,  more  hideous,  have  been  praflifed  by 
our  Ro?7iiJh  Bonzes^  and  by  Artifices  as  impious  ;  all 
under  the  Cloke  ofReligioa:  Witnefe  Father  Girardy 
Confeflbr  and  fpiritual  Dire£lor  to  Madamoijslle  Ca^ 
diere^  famous  as  he  is  for  making  a  Bawd  of  Devotion 
to  debauch  her  Perfon,,  and  turning  her  frantic  fpi- 
ritual Raptures  into  Raptures  of  real  Carnality.  Any 
lewd  Prieft  having  the  blind  Guidance  of  a  fine  Lady's 
Confcience,  may  too  eafiiy  guide  her  into  his  own 
Arms. 

Neither  were  the  antient  Pagan  Priefts  the  only 
facerdotal  Procurers  for  the  God  of  their  Temple,  or 
the  only  ones  who  gratified  their  own  infamous  Pa f- 
fion,  by  pretending  to  carry  a  lovely  Lady  to  the 
Embraces  of  the  Idol.  It  is.no  more  than  what  the 
JLomiJh  Priefts  have  done,,  under  the  Name  and  pre- 
tended 
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tended  Demand  of  fome  popular  Saint.  And  when  a 
bleffed  Saint  condefcended  to  vifit  a  charming  She- 
Votary,  long  his  paflionate  Adorer,  could  (he  help 
being  tranfported  with  fo  heavenly  a  Favour,  or  be 
either  incredulous  or  unthankful  to  the  holy  Inftru-- . 
ment  who  managed  the  Amour  and  procured  it  ? 

JETZER^  a  vifionary  Monk  in  Swijferlandy  juft, 
before  the  Reformation,  was  vifited,  as  he  for  fome 
time  verily  believed,  by  the  Virgin  Mary  in  Perfon, 
in  all  her  Glory,  attended  by  Angels.  The  awful, 
but  fond  Apparition,  gave  him  feveral  wonderful 
Marks  of  Diltindlion,  and  even  promifed  him  every 
Favour  but  the  lafl:.  Some  of  thefe  Favours  feemed: 
too  painful  and  butcherly  to  come  from  the  Qiieen  of 
Heaven,  and  by  cruelly  piercing  his  Feet  and  Hands 
with  a  Knife  (in  order  to  honour  him  with  our  Sa- 
viour's Wounds  upon  the  Crofs)  the  poor  deluded 
Dotard,  after  feveral  Vifits,.  much  Suffering,  and 
long  Belief,,  was  at  lafl:  undeceived,  and  difcovered  the 
fuppofed  Virgin  fpeaking  in  the  Voice  of  the  Sub- 
prior,  the  Contriver  and  chief  Manager  of  the  inTernal 
Cheat,  though  the  whole  Convent  was  engaged  in  it.. 
1  he  Contrivers  had  all  formally  renounced  God  un- 
der their  Hands,  in  order  to  learn  Sorcery.  To 
prevent  all  Inquiry,  they  feveral  times  gave  their  poor 
Vidim  Poifon,  without  Succefs.  The  holy  Repro- 
bates were  foon  after  burned  at  the  Stake  *. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  this  diabolical  Plot  was 
framed  out  of  pious  Zeal  to  advance  the  Glory  and 
Interefl:  of  the  holy  Order  :  And  the  General  of  the 
Order,  who  had  laboured  in  vain  to  prevent  the  Dif- 
€overy  of  the  facred  Villainy,  was  fuppofed  to  have 
died  broken-hearted,  or  by  his  own  Hands,  becaufe 

the 

*  The  whole  Story  is  well  told  by  Bifhop  Burnet  m 
his  Travels.  He  extraded  it  from  the  Record  of  the 
Procefs,  ftill  kept  at  Bern^  and  figned  by  the  Notaries  of 
the  Delegates  appointed  by  the  Pope  to  try  the  Friars* 
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tlie  Difcovery  was  made,  and  the  atheiftical  Zealots 
executed. 

As  to  the  Aufterities  which  coft  fome  of  the  crazy 
Bofizes^  and  their  as  crazy  Followers  their  Lives,  for 
which  the  Miffionaries  charge  them  with  promoting 
Self-Murder;  the  Charge  comes  with  great  Impro- 
priety and  want  of  Modefty  from  them.  The  Romi/Jj 
Church  has  produced  many  fuch  Self- Murders  (  I 
'Wifh  that  flie  had  never  produced  any  other  :)  Many 
of  her  Votaries  have  emaciated,  ftarved,  and  even  de- 
ftroyed  themfelves  with  the  mad  Rigor  of  Penance. 

FIer  Policy  is  fach,  that  whilil  {he  indulges  the 
moft  Voluptuous  and  Licentious  in  all  their  Excefics 
(for  a  proper  Confideration  !)  fiie  encourages  the  moft 
iliocking  Aufterities,  even  the  incredible  ones  of  La 
7'rappe^  where  the  miferable  Devotees  daily  accelerate 
their  own  Death.  Such  Saint-like  Men  bring  her 
Credit:  Debauched  l\4en  bring  her  Money:  And 
whatever  Men  fuffer,  however  they  fm,  fhe  thrives 
by  the  great  Bleffings  of  Wealth,  and  Fraud,  and  Ty- 
ranny. 

Number  XXIV.  Of  the  many  good  Serw.ons^ 
f  reached  and  puhlijhed  againfl  the  Rebellion,  A 
Sermon  of  ftngidar  Tendency.^  by  an  eminent  Hand  :. 

"  The  firange  DoSlrines  advanced^  and  the  objcrvahh 
Omijfions^  in  it, 

SECT  L 
A  MONGST  the  many  good  Sermons  (fome  of 
•^  them  excellent  ones)  publifhed  upon  the  prefent 
Conjuncture,  I  have  feen  one  from  an  eminent  Hand, 
which  Wo)uld  ferve  upon  any  public  Conjunftu re,  and 
expofe  tlie  Author  to  no  Hazard,  whatfoever  the  Iffue 
happened  to  be.  He  leaves  others  to  roufe  and  alarm, 
to  inflame  the  Heart,  to  paint  the  Horrors  of  Popery 
and  Tyranny,  and  to  defy  all  the  Patrons  and  Powers 
frf  either.     He  deals  chiefly   in  Generals,  about  the 

Vices . 
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Vices  and  Apoftafy  of  the  Jezus^  the  Calamities  fol- 
lowing the  fame,  and  the  Warning  we  fhould  take 
from  thence. 

He  likewife  enters  into  our  own  Hiftory ;  gives  us 
Examples  of  our  own  happy  Efcapes  by  the  kind  In- 
terpofitions  of  Providence,  in  the  Midft  of  furround-^ 
ing  Dangers ;  and  fays  as  much  of  our  prefent  Danger 
as  became  a  prudent  Preacher,  unwilling  to  lofe  old 
Friends,  or  to  make  new  Enemies.  Perhaps  his  Per- 
formance might  have  been  ftronger  aruJ  lefs  guarded, 
had  he  poftponed  it  till  the  Rebellion  had  been  extin- 
guifhed  :  A  Precaution  which  a  renowned  Doftor 
took  during  the  former  Rebellion  Thirty  Years  ago.^ 
After  the  Rebellion  was  over  he  publiihed  a  good  Ser- 
mon againft  Rebellion,  and  by  it  merited  his  firft  Dig* 
nity  in  the  Church. 

He  calls  upon  us  to  bear  our  Tejiimomj  againft  pre'* 

vailing  Corruptions But   if  we  grow  carelefs  and 

indifferent^ — and  fuffer  a  Spirit  of  Irreligion  to  pre-^ 
vail  over  the  Nation^  we  forfeit  our  Title  to  God^s 
ProteSfian.  He  mentions  with  Deteftation  the  Blaf^. 
phemy,  which ^  he  fays,  has  fw armed  from  the  Prefsf, 
and  names  a  Burlefque  upon  the  Chrijiian  Hymn^ 
called  the  Te  Deufn,  It  was,  indeed,  a  licentious  and 
fcurrilous  Libel.  But  as  it  was  a  weak  and  wild  Pro- 
du6lion,  I  think  it  below  the  Dignity  of  the  Pulpit  to 
mention  it,  efpecially  with  fuch  pompous  Abhorrence, 
Are  all  Men  to  expe£t  Divine  Judgments  for  what  all 
Men^  condemn?  Is  the  wife  God  to  affliil  a  whole 
People,  becaufe  a  libertine  Poet  writes  a  licentious 
Ode  ? 

When  he  reprefents  Blafphemy  2s /warming  from 
the  Prefs^  and  only  quotes  a  rafh  Rhapfody,  univer- 
fally  condemned,  as  much  as  the  Writer  of  it  was  pi-» 
tied ;  the  Terrors  which  he  had  raifed,  vanifti  in  Cou- 
folation  from  the  probable  Hopes  that  he  can  quote  no 
morcj  or  none  fo  terrible. 

What 
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Wh  a t  other  Produ(3:ions  from  the  Prefs  he  means^ 
I  know  not.  Sure  he  is  too  candid  to  mean  all  that 
offend  the  hot  Men  and  Bigots  amongft  the  Clergy, 
who  are  apt  to  blacken  the  Beft,  when  the  Beft  thwart 
them.  I  have  feen  bitter  Inveftives  from  many  of 
them,  fomeof  them  of  Name  and  Diftindion,  againft 
the  faireft  Reafoning,  againft  Chriftian  Charity  and 
Moderation ;  againft  all  Men  who  differed  from  them 
in  their  moft  narrow  Conceits,  and  moft  interefted 
Schemes.  Locke  has  been  reviled  as  a  Socinian^  for 
his  noble  Attempts  to  improve  human  Reajon^  and 
even  for  fhewing  the  Reafonabknefs  of  Chrijlianity  ; 
Tillotfon  as  an  Atheijl^  for  his  Rational  Divinity ; 
Hoadly  as  a  Prejbyteriarij  for  fupporting  the  eftabliili- 
ed  Epifcopal  Church  upon  the  Principles  of  the  Con- 
ftitution.  All  thefe,  and  many  more,  have  been  mer- 
cilefly  ufed  only  for  their  eminent  Merit,  for  their 
calm  Tempers,  their  charitable  Principles,  and  their 
invincible  Reafoning. 

The  Preacher  knew,  that  the  mo^ft  opprobrious 
Names,  even  thefe  of  Atheift  and  Blafphemer,  are 
often  no  more  than  Names  of  Abufe,  fcolding  Terms, 
thrown  at  Random,  often  falfly,  by  angry  Bigots, 
fometimes  by  grave  Impoftors,  upon  Men  who  love 
Truth,  and  therefore  feek  it  and  defend  it,  for  its  owtj 
fake  only,  without  other  View,  Claim  or  Rewards 
By-words  and  Prejudices  govern  the  Many  of  all  Con- 
ditions. Credulity  paffes  for  Conformity,  Antipathy  for 
Zeal.  The  Fox-hunter  (a  High-churchman)  in  one 
of  Mr.  Addifon\  Freeholders,  boafts  how  happy  they 
were  in  that  County,  for  that  they  had  not  a  Prefby- 
terian  in  it,  except  the  Bifhop ;  and  how  popular,  a 
keen  Spaniel  of  his  was  amongft  the  Country  Gentle- 
men, for  having  once  almoft  worried  a  Diffenting 
Teacher. 

Never  was  Man  more  fcurriloufly  and  more  bit- 
terly treated  by  paflionate  Divines,  than  that  great 
Ornament  to  his  Profeffion,  that  Divine  Reafoner, 

Mr^ 
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Mr.  Chiirmgworth ,  His  Arguments  were  ftiledyJ/A- 
tie  Atheifm  ;  his  Defence  of  Reafon  declared  zcorfe 
than  Popery  J  at  leaft  as  bad  ;  ''  For  what  Advantage 
^'  would  it  be  to  the  Proteftant  Caufe,  were  the  Popg 
"-  depofed  from  his  infallible  Chair,  if  Reafon  be  in- 
"  throned  in  it?"  fays  Dr.  Cheynell :  "  This,  faid 
''  he,  will  only  ferve  to  advance  Socinianifm." 

CHILLINGWORTH  had  other  Revilers  with- 
out Number:  But  Cheynell  was  the  moft  remarkable. 
He  was  perfonally  kind  to  him,  yet  refufed  to  bury 
him,  but  eagerly  buried  his  Book. 

When  the  Preacher  quotes  one  blafphemous  Per- 
formance, yet  talks  of  others,  he  leaves  his  Hearers 
and  Readers  to  guefs  what  they  are ;  and  they  who 
have  heard  very  good  ones,  nay  the  beft  railed  at  by 
Men  whom  they  implicitly  believe,  will  fix  the  Im- 
putation there.  Books  that  expofe  Ecclefiaftical  Craft 
and  Encroachment,  which  are  furely  as  mifchievous 
Weeds  as  ever  choaked  the  Field  of  the  Gofpel,  are 
vehemently  decried  by  weak  or  defigning  Men,  and 
treated  as  furioufly  as  ever  Chillingivorthh  Books 
were  treated.  And  as  Men  have  been  often  reviled 
as  Atheifts  for  defending  God's  Truth  againft  Im- 
poftors ;  the  Nation  has  been  threatened  with  God's 
Wrath  for  encouraging  fuch  Truth. 

Liberty  will  always  be  abufed  moft,  where  it 
abounds  moft.  But  no  Abufe  of  it  can  atone  for  its 
Lofs.  Reafon  and  true  Religion  will  always  gain  by 
Liber tv,  and  be  able  to  defend  themfelves  againft  all 
Attacks :  Folly,  Virulence  and  Scurrility,  when  dif- 
charged  againft  them,  will  only  ferve  to  Ihew  their 
Strength  and  Beauty :  Even  Blafphemy  will  appear 
more  deteftable,  when  examined  by  Reafon.  They 
who  admired  the  Te  Dmm  moft,  faw  the  Burlefque 
of  it  with  the  moft  Indignation ;  and  any  one  will 
fee,  by  comparing  them,  the  Impotence  as  well  as 
Impiety  of  the  Attempt. 

K  Are 
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Are  we  to  bear  our  Teftimony  againft  prevailing 
Corruptions,  and  to  fee  none  amongft  the  Clergy  ? 
The  Preacher  is  filent  upon  this  Head.  Is  it  not  a 
great  Corruption,  this  which  I  have  mentioned,  the 
virulent  Behaviour  of  fome  of  them  (I  fear  I  might 
fay  many  of  them)  towards  fuch  as  differ  from  them, 
even  in  Matters  of  Confcience,  and  fuch  as  blame  and 
would  amend  the  moft  unwarrantable  Parts  of  their 
Condufl:?  How  barbaroully  have  they  ufed  the  Ad- 
vocates for  Toleration  and  diffufive  Chriftian  Charity? 
Strange  Unchriftian  Proceedings  !  By  defending  the 
moft  indefenfible  Things,  Perfecution,  fecular  Pride 
and  Power  in  fpiritual  Hands  (the  conftant  Curfe  and 
Bane  of  Religion  in  all  Ages,  the  Parent  of  the  IrK 
quifition,  and  even  of  Popery)  they  forfeited  theCha- 
radter  of  Chriftian  Teachers;  and  by  debafing  Religi- 
on into  Party,  were  juftly  confidered,  not  as  Preach- 
ers of  Chrift,  but  of  Fadtion.  Could  there  be  a  worfe 
Spirit,  or  greater  Corruption?  And  could  the  Preach- 
er inadvertently  omit  them  ?  Could  he  conceive  them 
to  be  the  lefs  provoking  to  God,  becaufe  they  came 
from  the  Clergy  ? 

Was  it  not  natural,  at  leaft  was  it  not  juft,  in  the 
Preacher,  when  he  was  complaining  of  public  Cor- 
ruptions, to  have  inquired  into  thofe  of  his  own  Or- 
<ler,  v/hether  many  of  them  be  not  flack  in  the  Per- 
formance of  their  Duty  ;  many  too  indifferent  about 
it  3  many  of  them  performing  none ;  yet  all  zealous 
to  claim  Dignity  from  their  Cloth,  and  Divine  Re- 
ipecSt  to  their  Perfons,  though  nothing  Divine  ^appear 
in  their  Pra6lice  ?  Not  a  Word  of  Non-Refidence  !  i 
Is  not  Non-Refidence  a  very  crying  Corruption,  yetli 
what  more  common  ;  to  undertake  the  Care,  that  is, 
the  Salvation  of  Souls,  to  be  paid  for  it,  often  greatly 
.  paid,  to  anfwer  to  God  for  it,  yet  transfer  that  in- 
terefting,  that  awful  Truft  to  another,  difcouraged  by 
.fmall  Wages  not  to  perform  it  ? 
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Is  this  a  Way  to  prevent  the  Growth  of  Popery 
(of  which  the  Preacher  complains)  or  to  procure  Re- 
verence to  Churchmen?  Is  this  an  Expedient  to  pre- 
vent the  Growth  of  Irreligion,  if  there  be  any  Teach- 
ers of  Religion,  who  convert  Religion  into  Com- 
merce, and  proflitute  a  facred  Truft  to  worldly  Ends, 
to  Voluptuoufnefs,  Avarice,- Strife  ?  Thefe  are  they 
who  make  Unbelievers.-  The  want  of  Refpeft  to  fuch 
irreligious  Teachers  will  never  pafs  for  Irreligion  with 
any  Man,  who  has  Religion  or  common  Senfe :  And- 
it  is  too  common  a  Pradtice  for  Clergymen  v/ho  ex- 
ercife  the  leaft  Religion,  to  complain  loudeft  of  the 
V/ant  of  it  in  others.  Or,  is  it  not  rather  Artifice^- 
to  hide  fuch  Want  in  themfelves  ? 

I  DV/ELL  no  longer  here  upon  the  great  Corrup- 
tion of  Non-Rcfidence,  fo  introdudive  to  all  other 
Corruptions,  efpecially  to  all  Corruptions  in  Religion 
and  good  Morals,  and  confequently   the  greateft  that 
afieft  and  ruin  human  Societyo     Let   me   obferve  to 
the  candid  Chriilian.  Reader,  that  our  Preacher,  who 
puts  on  fuch  Concern  for  Religion,  and  againft  Irxe- 
ligion,  fliys  not   a  Syllable  about  this  prevailing,  this 
irreligious  Cuftom,  much  lefs  againft  it.     So  far  is  he . 
from    raifing    any  Alarm,    or   apprehending   Divine' 
Judgments  for  fuch   unhallowed  Negle£l  of  Divine 
Duties,  Neglecl  fo  affrontful  to  God,  and  pernicious- 
to  Man. 

His  Cenfure  of  the  Errors  ami  Faults  of  the  Clergy 
would  have  appeared  candid,  after  he  had  been  praif« 
ing  them  for  their  Defence  of  the  Doctrines  of  the  Re- 
formation iji  King  James's  Time  :  And  it  would  have 
looked  equally  candid  in  him,  had  he  owned  the 
Heat  and  perfecuting  Spirit  of  the  Clergy  before  and 
after  the  Revolution,  with  their  mad  Partiality  to  a 
Popifli  Succeflbr,  and  their  having  helped  him  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Nation  and  themfelves.  As  it  did  the  Cler- 
gy Honour  at  home  and  abroad,  to  have  behaved  like 
EngUJhfnen  in  King  James's  Time,  it  would  have 
K  2  beeii 
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been  for  the  Credit  of  the  Preacher,  had  he  owned 
their  great  Weaknefs  and  Iniquity  in  having  flattered 
that  King  and  his  Brother,  in  their  worft  and  moft 
unproteftant  Meafures,  and  fandified  all  their  lawlefs. 
Ungodly  Doings :  Threatening  and  godlefs  Flattery  ! 
Big  with  terrible  Confequences,  almoft  fatal  to  the 
Nation,  furdy  more  interefting  to  us,  in  this  Gene- 
ration, than  the  Backflidings  of  the  Jew^  fome  Thou- 
fand  Years  ago  ! 

What  he  fays  about  the  ^nv^  is  as  foreign  to  us 
as  their  Conftitution  and  Government  were  to  ours. 
They  worfhiped  Idols,  graven  Images,  and  ftrange 
Gods,  and  thus  provoked  the  true  God.  Thefe  are 
not  the  Sins  of  EngUJhmen^  at  leaft  of  thofe  who  ad- 
here to  our  prefent  Englijh  Government ;  and  I  hope 
the  Nation  in  general  will  not  be  doomed  to  the  hea- 
vy Judgments  of  a  juft  God  ;  for  the  Idolatry  of  Pa- 
pifts,  and  the  Rebellion  of  apoftate  Proteftants. 

IlW  e  Preacher  therefore  in  vain  roufes  Terror  from 
falfe  Objeds.  An  honeft  and  well-afFedted  Citizen  of 
London^  <^{  Ed'inhurgk^  of  Carlijle^  or  of  Sarimiy  or 
-^m  where,  I  hope,  is  not  threatened  with  Divine 
Judgment,  becaufe  the  Ruffians  in  the  Highlands  have 
renounced  God  and  the  King.  This  would  be  ftrange 
Divinity  :  i  wiih  it  were  lefs  urged.  It  can  kx\^Q  no 
Interefi:  but  the  Intereft  of  Craft,  or  of  Enthufiafm: 
And  generally,  from  one  or  other  of  thefe  Motives, 
the  avi'ful,  the  infcrutable  Judgments  of  God  are 
boldly  denounced  and  applied.  This  Raflmefs,  in- 
'tleed  Impiety,  has  been  often  expofed,  and  always  will 
be,  as  often  as  'tis  attacked,  yet  is  always  confident- 
ly refumed  by  Demagogues,  Fanatics  and  Craftfmen. 

The  Nonjurors  have  been  threatening  the  Nation 
with  Divine  Judgments,  ever  fmce  the  Revolution. 
The  People  and  Clergy  are  by  them  declared  to  be 
in  a  State  of  Schifm  and  Damnation ;  the  Kingdom 
under  an  Ufurpation,  and  both  King  and  Subjeds  in- 
titled  to  God's  avenging  Wrath :  A  Doom  particu- 
larly 
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larly  denounced  by  Dr.  Brett ^  whofe  Poplfli  Dodtrine 
<ji authoritative  Abfolutio7iyV^2iS  mOYtA  to  beapprovedi 
by  tlie  Convocation  in  a  late  Reign,  and  no  Cenfure^* 
pcifTed  upon  the  Motion.  I  know  not  that  our  Preach  • 
er  was  then  a  Member  of  it ;  He  was  certainly   one- 
ibon  afterwards^  one  of  the>  2^ealous   Committee  for" 
cenfuring  and  mifreprefenting  that  truly  Proteftant  and- 
Chiiitian  Sermon  of  Bifhop  Hnadly^  defending  Chrift's 
own   Dodrine,  that  ''His  Kingdom    is  not  of  this 
^^  World."     Not  a  Word  from  that  pious  Synod  a- 
gainil  the  Nonjuror's  Clergy^   nor  againft   the  other 
incendiary  Preachers^  v/lio  raifed  the  former   Rebel- 
lion 5  fo  far  from  threatening  them  with  Judgments! 

One  Comfort,  however,  the  Preacher  finds  in  the  ^ 
general  Averfion  of  the  Nation  to  Popery,  but  a  Com« 
fort    that  hath  an  Abatement   in  it,  namely,  "  That 
''  a  Fear  of  Popery  is  not  alv/ays  a  Concern  for  the-- 
''  Purity  of  the  Gofpel,  but  a  Fear  merely   of  the 
''  Powers  of  a  Popijh  Church J^     Strange  Reafoning 
in  an  Englijhman^  and  a  Proteftant  Preacher  !    What-  - 
■ever  fmcere  Proteftant  knows   Poper)',  rnaft  fear   it  ; 
whoever  fears   it,  will  oppofe  it.     Whoever  oppofes  > 
Popery,  ferves  the  Intereft  of  the  Gofpe],  and  of  Li- 
berty, and  confequently  ferves  his  Country,  both  in  its 
fpiritual   and    temporal    Intereft.  •   What    would   the 
Preacher  have  more  ?  Can  he  himfelf  do   mere  ?  Or 
ought  he  to  miftruft  the  Intentions  of  any   Man   in-  ■ 
ferving    fo  juft,  fo  Divine  a  Caufe  ?   How  would   he 
like  to  be  charged  with  a  bad  Defign,  or  with  an  hy- 
pocritical Meaning,  in  this  or  any  other  of  his   pious 
Labours  ?  Does  not  he  himfelf  fear  Popery  I  So  much  • 
the  greater  Caufe  have  his  Readers  to  fear  it :  As  Cato  ' 
pertinently   faid  to   Ccefar^  in    relation   to  Cataline'^ 
Confpiracy,  which   Cafar  fecretly  encouraged,    yet  - 
publickly  railed  at  the  Confpirators,  whilft  he  was  ftriv- 
ing  to  fave  them  from  capital  Punifliment,  by  artfully  ' 
transferring  the  prefcnt  Dread  of  the  Senators  upon  ^ 
other  Objects f 
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If  Popery  be  the  Bane  of  the  Gofpel,  as  I  think 
it  is  ;  he  who  affaults  Popery  is  an  Inftrument  to  re- 
ftore  the  Purity  of  the  Gofpel.  Popery  is  worfc  than 
no  Religion,  as  our  beft  Divines  allow  and  aflert ;  and 
its  bitter,  unfociable,  burning,  damning  Spirit,  is  per- 
nicious to  all  Religion,  to  Reafon,  Peace  and  Mercy. 
Ought  not  Religion,  ought  not  Reafon  and  Humani- 
ty all  juftly  to  fear,  what  they  all  have  Caufe  to  ab- 
hor, and  what  deftroys  them  all,  the  Power  of  a  Po- 
fiJJ)  Church  ?  And  can  there  be 'higher  Merit  than  ex- 
pofmg  and  crufhingthe  mofl  dreadful  Devices  and  En- 
gines of  human  Mifery  ? 

l^HE  Preacher  feems  fond  of  this  unfair,  inconclu- 
five  Reafoning,  and  adds,  that  ''  thofe  who  have  the 
*'  leaft  Religion,  have  Reafon  to  be  apprehenfive  of 
*'  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  and  Inqu  i fit  ions  ^  under  The 
^'  Direction  of  Popery."  I  hope  he  will  not 
deny,  that  all  who  have  any  Religion,  or  the  moji  Re- 
ligion, have  ample  and  equal  Caufe  for  fuch  Appre- 
henfions.  Does  he  know  any  thing  more  terrible, 
more  diabolical,  than  the  Inquifttion^  to  any  reafona- 
ble  Man,  who  would  not  ihipwreck  his  Confcience, 
his  Liberty,  his  Life  and  Fortune  ?  It  is  fo  far  from 
being  chiefly  terrible  to  Men  of  little  or  no  Religion, 
that  fuch  only  are  the  fafeft  from  it.  Men  of  no  Con- 
fc'ence  v/ill  fubmit  to  any  Syftem,  take  any  Oaths, 
and  die  for  no  Creed.  The  greateft  Atheifts  are 
known  to  be  the  mofl:  cruel  Inquifitors :  The  greateft 
Hypocrites  are  generally  the  loudeft  Profeffors  every- 
where ;  and  he  who  has  the  leaf!  Religion  or  Honefty, 
is  generally  the  readieft  to  charge  others  with  the  Want 
of  them. 

BUT  in  this  (that  is,  in  the  Apprehenfion  of  the 
Inqiiifttion^  under  the  Diredion  of  P^opery)  fays  the 
Preacher,  ftill  more  flrangely,  there  is  no  Virtue  or 
Merit,  Surely  tiiere  is  little  Candor,  and  great  want 
of  Charity  in  this  Afiertion.  Is  there  no  Virtue  in 
Anxiety  for  public  and  private  Liberty  \  \\x  a  Palfioa 

to 
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to  fave  our  Country,  in  an  Abhorrence  of  Slavery, 
Impofture,  Idolatry,  Pcrf-:cution  ?  No  Merit  in  the 
Love  of  Truth  and  Freedom,  in  refcuing  and  defend- 
ing all  that  is  dear  to  Men  and  Society  ?  If  the  Preach- 
er thinks  all  this  not  to  be  Religion,  namely,  to  love, 
to  ferve,  and  to  endeavour  to  five  the  Public,  by  op- 
pofing  and  pulling  down  what  deflroys  the  Public,  and 
extirpates  Religion  itfelf,  he  had  better  have  kept  his 
Opinion  to  himfelf. 

The  famous  Doctor  Gainhnrn^  many  Years  Refi- 
dent  in  the  Fleets  hearing  the  Reverend  Dr.  Z— . 
commended  for  his  great  Humanity,  and  great  Piety  ; 
.cried  out,  with  his  ufual  Modefty,  "  Who  the  D — I 
''  thanks  him  for  that  ?  His  Wife  beats  him.  It  is 
*'  {he  that  keeps  him  humble,  and  he  appears  pious 
*'  by  being  fad." 

What  higher  Virtue  can  be  required  in  Society  ? 
What  better  Religion  in  any  Member  of  it,  than  a 
warm  Zeal  for  his  Country,  its  Religion  and  Liber- 
ties, and  a  fuitable  Deteftation  of  Slavery,  Impofture 
and  Idolatry  ?  V/ill  he  oppofe  to  fo  much  ufeful  Me- 
rit, dry  Speculations,  Monkifli  Diftinflions,  and  the 
Repetition  of  Creeds  ?  Will  he  fet  up  any  narrow  Bi- 
got againft  fo  noble  a  Charafter  ;  a  Character  juftly 
efteemed  beyond  all  others  in  all  free,  polite  and  ra- 
tional Nations  ?  The  antient  Greeks  and  Romans  ne- 
ver inquired,  concerning  a  Friend  to  the  State,  a  Hero 
in  the  Field,  a  Patriot  in  the  Senate,  what  Form  of 
Prayer  he  ufed,  or  what  Mode  of  Worfhip  he  prac- 
tifed,  or  w^hat  Articles  of  Belief  he  profefled  ?  His  pub- 
lic Services,  his  virtuous  Dealings,  were  all  that  the 
Public  wanted  from  him  ;  and  v/hoever  had  Virtue 
v/as  reckoned  to  have  Religion. 

Virtue  is  Religion,  at  leaft  the  fu reft  Proof  and 
Indication  of  it :  V/hoever  has  Virtue  is  a  good  Citi- 
zen an(|  a  good  Man  :  Nor  need  Society  or  his  Neigh- 
bours inquire  further  about  him.  The  contrary  Rea- 
foiiing  ftrikes  at  the  s^xy  Root  of  Religion  itfelf, 
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and  of  all  private  and  fecial  Virtue  :  Thus  the  beft 
Men  may  be  faid  to  be  juft  only  from  Dread  of  the 
Laws  ;  the  beft  V/omen  to  be  chafte  from  f'ear  of 
Obloquy  ;  the  moft  pious  Preachers  to  be  difguifed.: 
Hypocrites,  only  courting  Preferment,  or  popular  Ap-- 
plaufe  ;  the  braveft  Soldiers  animated  by  nothing  but: 
the  Love  of  Glory  or  of  Pay  ;  and  the  moft  devout  •: 
Ghriftian  by  the  Terrors  of  Damnation.  ^ 

ARISTIDESy.Epaminondas^  Sdpio^  Paulus  /E^ 
milius^  CatOy  Cicero^  all  Friends  to  Mankind,  all  vir- 
tuous Benefactors  to  their  Country,-  naturally  Ic^vedi 
Liberty,  naturally  abhorred  Tyranny  :  animated  to^ 
both  by  a  Principle  of  Virtue.  Was  not  this  Reli^- 
gion  ?  Will  it  be  faid,  that  they  aSed  againft  Tyrants, ... 
only  from  their  Fear  of  Tyranny,  and  from  no  Re-- 
gard  for  Liberty  ?  And  was  it*  a  lucky  Circumflance  to  ' 
Rome  2CcA  Athens^  that  Tyranny  hadyi.72^//^/;7^  in  it: 
to  be  feared  by  Men,  w^ho  had  no  Impulfe  but  what  led : 
them  to  Virtue  and  the  public  Good  ? 

The  Wife,  the  Juft,  and  the  Brave,  have  at  all  • 
Times  been  the  Averfion  of  Bigots  and  Craftfmen, 
two  Charafters  ever  famous  for  little  Service  to  Man- 
kind, yet  always  loudeft  to  profefij  it.  What  Exploits 
did  the  common  Tribe  of  enthufiaftic  Saints  and  de-  | 
figning  Faith-makers,  ever  perform  for  the  Age  they 
lived  in,  but  to  darken,  divide  and  enthral  it  ? 

^'  Ecclesiastical  Courts  and  Inquifitions,  ?if;z- 
^'  der  the  DlreSiion  of  Popery ^''^  is  a  fufpicious,  at.  , 
beft  an  odd  Phrafe,  though  perhaps  not  odd  from  hi??!. 
He  is  noted  for  his  Zeal  for  Ecclefiajiical  Powers^  and 
for  Penalties  upon  fuch  as  differ  from  him,  even  in 
Religious  Modes  and  Trifles  invented  by  Men :  He  is 
a  known  Advocate  for  fevere  Laws  againft  Tender 
Confciences,  v/ho  boggle  at  Forms  and  Rituals, 
though  agreeing  with  himfelf  in  all  fundamental  Prin- 
ciples, and  equal  to  himfelf  in  all  Points  of  Morality. 
He  is  therefore  a  Champion  for  some  Ecclefiajiical 
Courts  anct  Inquifitions  5   and   whoever  is   for  any^ 
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where  Confcience  is  concerned,  is  for  the  worji  and 
the  highejl^  tincQW^htVQ  f?nall  Penalties  do  not  avail, 
tht  greateji  muft  be  applied.  Nor  doth  it  import  the 
poor  Sufferer,  by  what  Name  his  Sufferings  are  called, 
or  under  whofe  Dirc5iion  he  fuffcrs. 

All  Perfecutionio  a  Departure  from  Chriflianity, 
and  the  Bane  of  it.  All  Perfecutors  are  alike ;  and 
where  they  are  equally  Mafters,  would  go  equal 
Lengths.  They  would  be  all  Inquijttors,  In  this 
Proteftant  Country  they  have  formerly  rioted  in  Fury 
and  Oppreflion,  in  Fines  and  Dungeons,  by  the  mad 
Affiftance  of  the  then  Civil  Magiftrate,  who  favoured 
Popery,  becaufe  Popery  was  the  Support  of  Tyran- 
ny. That  they  failed  in  this  their  natural  Progrefs  to 
ereft  an  Inquifition,  was  owing  to  Chrijlian  Checks 
from  the  C'l'vil  Power  better  directed.  Such  Ecclefi- 
qjiical  Inquifjions  under  THE  Direction  of  Po- 
pery know  no  Bounds,  becaufe  they  own  no  Con- 
troul :  They  are  independent  upon,  and  abfolute  over, 
the  Civil  Power  :An  Independency  long  claimed,  and 
fometimes  confidently  ufurped  in  this  free  Proteftant 
Country,  even  fince  it  enjoyed  its  higheft  Freedom, 
derived  from  the  Revolution. 

Against  Eccleftajiical  Inquifitions^  even  under  the 
DireSlion  of  Popery^  the  Preacher  fays  nothing  : 
'Though  it  fell  fo  naturally  in  his  Way,  at  this  alarm- 
ing Conjunfture,  when  Popery  was  making  hideous 
Advances  to  devour  us,  he  only  adds,  very  coolly, 
with  the  cautious  Softening  of  a  perhaps^  and  a  may  be^ 
that  'Mt  is  a  happy  Circumftance  at  prefent^  that 
*^  there  is  fometbing  in  Popery,  for  thofe  to  be  afraid 
*'  of,  who  have  no  Regard  for  Religion,^^ 

I  thought  that  almoft  every  Thing  in  Popery 
was  dreadful  and  fhocking  to  thofe  who  have  the 
mojl  Religion.  The  Do6trines  of  Popery  are  Anti- 
ehriftian,  robbing  the  Almighty  of  his  higheft  Attri- 
butes, and  vefting  them  blafphemoufly  in  Impoftors,: 
The  Powers  of  Popery  are  Murderous  and  Implaca- 
ble : 


T^4^ 

ble:  The  Worfhip  of  Popery  is  BuiFoonery  and  Ido- 
latry. Popery  pretends  to  make  God,  and  eat  him:- 
Popery  locks  up  God's  Word  :  Popery  butchers  Pro- 
teftants.  Such  is  the  Religion  of  Popery  ;  fuch  are  the 
Ecclefiajiical  Courts  and  luquifttionsy  under  the  jD/-^ 
re5fian  of  Popery, 

Our  Author  has   therefore  judicioufly   difcovered 
that  there  is,  or  rather   fuggefts,  that  there    may  be, 
fomething  in  Popery  to  be  feared.  .  I   hope  he  would 
not  reftrain  it  to  fuch  as  have  yio  Regard  to  ReUgtoru. 
He  would  have  done  well,  and   it  lay  direflly   in   his 
Way,  to  have  told  us,  how  dreadful   the    Whole  of: 
Popery  was  to  every  Man  of  any  Religion,  or  of  any 
Senfe.     It  is  the  only  Sermon  which  I  have  feen  upon-^ 
this  awakening  Occafion,  where  the  Horrors  of  Po-- 
pery  were  not  the  jufl  and  chief  Scope  and  Theme  oft- 
the  Preacher.     I  have  feen  many  excellent  ones  from.i 
many  of  our    Prelates,    many   excellent    ^nes   from: 
the  inferior  Clergy,  with   great   Pleafure  and   Edifi- 
cation,   all  full  of  tremendous  Defcriptions  of  Pope-- 
ry,  and  of  warm  Indignation    againft  it,  pertinently;/ 
adapted  to  the  Time,  and,  to  the  People. 

Number  XXV.     Our  National  Sins  no  vjtfe  ana-- 
logons  to  thofe  of  the^QV7S<^  nor  meriting   equal  Pu^ 
nijh?nent»     "The  Rajhnefs  and  Danger  of  afcertain^- 
ing  and  applying  Divine  "Judgments. 

SEC  T.  II. 
^T^HE  Preacher,  referred  to  in  my  former,  urges  the: 
Idolatry  of  the  fews^  and  the  Judgments  follow-  ■ 
ing  it,  in  order  by  them  to  awaken  us  ;  usy  who  have. 
nothing  fimilar  to  the  Jews^  and  do  not  run  after 
falfe  Gods.  Another  Preacher,  in  his  Sermon  upon : 
the  General  Faft,  has  unanfv/erably  fhewn  us  the  Va-- 
nity  and  Danger  of  fuch  idle  Reafonings  and  falfe  Com-- 
:parifons. 

"  F.ROM-i 


Banger  of  applying  Divine  jm^ments^^^ 

^'  From   the  Character  given  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 

^^^  tures,  of  the  Old  Teftament,  in  feveral  Places  of 

"  the  Apoftolic  Writings,  Men,  he  fays,    have  not 

^'  only  been  accuftomed  to  regulate  God's  Proceeding 

"  with  Particulars,  but  alfo  to  judge  of  the  Fate  of 

''  Kingdoms  and  Societies,  upon  their  Ideas   of  his 

"  Adminiftration   of    the    JewiJJo    Common  weal  th- 

^^  This,  faith  he,  hath  been  the  Source  of  numberlefs 

^'  Superftitions,  hurtful  hoth.  to  Religion  2ind  Govern-' 

^'  merit  ;  fome  even  derogatory  to  the  Jujlice  of  God^ 

^'  others  to  the  Rights  of  Mankind y  but  all  of  them 

^^  violating  t\\Q  rational  Conclw^ions  of  that  Learning 

^'  and  Inftruilion  we  are  bid  to  feek  for  in  Scripture, 

''  which  is  fo  abundantly  able  to  make  us  wife  unto 

*«  Salvation." 

He  proceeds  to  acquaint  us,  that  though,  in  the 
yevji/h  Difpenfation,  God  might,  with  the  higheft 
Juftice,  punifh  the  Children  for  the  Crimes  of  their 
Fathers  ;  yet  in  the  prefent  Difpofition  of  Things, 
fuch  a  Difpenfation  would,  according  to  all  our  Ideas 
of  Rights  intrench  on  that  Divine  Attribute  (the  Ju- 
ftice of  God.)  He  then  fhews  how  much  "  the 
'*'  Title  of  the  hordes  Anointed^  given  to  the  fewifl) 
*'  Kings,  who  were  pointed  out  by  Name  by  God 
^^  himfelf,  and  anointed  by  the  exprefs  Direction  of 
^^  God  himfelf,  has  been  perverted  by  Court-Flat- 
*'  terers,  to  fupport  modern  Tyranny,  and  fo  be- 
*'  came  a  principal  Prop  of  that  ablurd  and  deftruc- 
'*^  tivc  Doctrine  of  Divine^  Indefeafihle^  Hereditary 
"  Rightr 

All  this  is  true  and  plain,  and  juftifies  what  the 
Author  had  faid  before,  that  "  to  conclude  of  God's 
^'  Dealings  with  States  and  Societies,  from  his  Dif- 
'^  penfations  to  the  Jewijh  People,  will  be  the  Occa- 
*'  fion  of  our  turning  to  our  Delufion  that  Scripture, 
*'  %vhich  was  written  for  our  Injiru^ion  ;  at  this 
*'  Jun^ure^  fays  he,  it  would  be  turning  it  to  our 
^^  apparent   Damage.*^     '^  Religion  (fays  he  after- 

^^  wards) 


^^^iJange^j  applying  Divine  judgments. 

*^  wards)  was,  amongfl  the  Jews^  incorporated  with 
*^  their  Society,  and  hzdi  ?i  public  Pa7't.  Hence  Vice 
"  and  Impiety  became  public  Crimes,  and,  as  fuch, 
*'  were  feverely  punifhed  on  the  State.  But  the 
^^  Chriftian  Religion  has  no  public  Part  \  it  hath  not 
"  the  Stateffor  its  Subje6ts.  Hence  Vice  and  Impiety 
*'  are  not  now  public  Crimes^  but  only  private 
*^  CrimesJ^  He  concludes  therefore,  as  reafonably 
as  charitably,  '^  that  Gre^t  Britain^  in  its  prefent 
^'  Circumftances,  may  reafonably  afpire  to  the  dijlin^ 
*'  guijhed  Prote5iion  of  Heaven." 

It  is  a  daring  Undertaking,  to  fettle  the  Judgments 
of  an  infinitely  wife,  juft,  and  merciful  God ;  to  af- 
certain  what  they  are,  or  where  it  is  that  they  fall,  I 
hope  and  believe,  that  no  National  Calamity  can  be 
called  a  Judgment  from  God  ;  fince,  during  fuch, 
the  moft  Innocent  are  feen  to  fufFer  equally  with  the 
moft  Guilty,  often  more  j  fometimes  the  Guilty 
efcape,  and  the  Innocent  perifh.  Can  we  fuppofe, 
dare  we  prefume,  that  his  unerring  Juftice  makes  n6 
Diftin£i:ion  between  Guilt  and  Innocence,  and  weighs 
not  exa£lly  the  Degrees  of  both  ?  It  feems  to  be  an 
Affront  to  the  Almighty,  and  a  Denial  of  his  Provi- 
dence to  maintain  the  contrary  :  It  reprefents  Religion 
to  be  without  Senfe^  and  the  great  Judge  of  all  the 
Earth  to  be  void  of  Equity, 

Enthusiasts,  who  fee  the  Almighty  pleafed  or 
angry,  juft  as  they  themfelves  are,  may  arm  him 
with  Vengeance  againft  Times  which  they  diflike, 
and  againft  Perfons  whom  they  hate ;  They  may 
even  behold  him  flaying  the  Cattle  and  defolating  the 
Soil,  and  confidently  afcribe  all  this  general  undiftin- 
guiftiing  Havock  to  the  Sins  of  particular  Men.  Im- 
poftors,  fuch  as  Romijh  Monks,  may  rcprefent  him 
as  actuated  with  human  Paflions,  and  themfelves  di- 
redting  and  reftraining  his  Paflions  -,  reprefent  him 
launcing  his  Judgments,  and  themfelves  ftopping  his 
Hand  3  thus  guiding  and  controuling   the  Almighty, 

and 


^^^Danger  of  applying  Divine  Judgments,   i^y 

i  and  thence  governing  his  Creatures.  But  a  Protejlant 
\  Divine  fcattering  Judgments  makes  a  very  Unproteftant 
Figure,  and  borrows  the  Colours  and  Character  of  a 
Popijh  Priejl^  v^ho  controuls  the  Deity,  creates  his 
Creator,  eats  his  Creator,  and  dire6ls  his  Creator 
whom  to  punifh  and  whom  to  damn  ;  whom  to  pro- 
I  ttSi  and  whom  to  fave  \  forefees  Judgments,  applies 
Judgments,  and  charms  away  Judgments. 

There  cannot  be  a  more  lucrative  Branch  of 
Prieftcraft  than  a  Monopoly  of  Divine  Judgments* 
It  infers  the  fovereign  Diredion  of  Superftition,  of 
vain  Credulity,  of  panic  Fears,  and  of  all  the  un- 
!  accountable  Whims  and  Weaknefles  of  the  poor  hu- 
I  man  Soul,  the  conftant  and  liberal  Bubble  of  fuch 
pious  Traders. 

As  the  Jeiuits  were  bufy  in  advancing  this  their 
I  Staple  fpiritual  Traffic  amongft  the  poor  Indians^  the 
Dutch ^  who  are  themfelves  keen  Traders,  but  Traders 
of  anotlier  Sort,  were  too  hard  even  for  thefe  vigilant 
Fathers.  The  Apoftolic  Factors,  taking  a  pious,  kna- 
vifh  Advantage  of  an  approaching  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun> 
threatened  the  poor  Savages  (led  by  the  Light  of  Na- 
ture to  defpife  the  Abfurdities  of  Popeiy)  '^  that  God> 
^'  at  the  Requeft  of  his  Monitors,  the  Fathersj  would 
^'  vifit  them  for  their  Obftinacy  with  a  dreadful 
•^^  Warning :  The  Sun  fliould  be  darkened  in  the 
*^  Midft  of  his  Career  and  Glory,  as  a  Mark  of  Di- 
V  vine  Wrath,  and  a  Prefage  of  Divine  Vengeance 
^^  to  follow,"  The  Indians  acquainted  the  Dutch 
with  the  terrible  Threats  of  the  Fathers.  "  Bid  them^ 
^^  faid  thefly  Hogan  Mogans,  put  off  xKis  prefage 
*'  of  their  mighty  Judgment  for  a  fmgle  Day,  and 
-'  we  will  be  their  Converts  as  well  as  you."  The 
Indians  made  the  Jefuits  the  fair  Offer  :  The  Holy 
Dealers  in  Judgment  were  taken  in  their  OW' n  Snare. 

Our  Preacher    plainly  infmuates,  that  Judgments 

threatened  us,  and  approached  us,  for  the  Depravity 

ai  certain  Opinigns  and  Writings  ^   a   Sort  of  Sins 

L  which 


158  Banger  of  applying  Divine  Judgments. 

which  infer  but  few  Sinners,  at  leaft  in  Comparifon  of 
the  Nation. 

The  Number  of  Authors,  good  and  bad,  is  but  a 
Handful  when  compared  with  the  People.  I  have 
heard  that  a  few  righteous  Men  may  fave  a  Nation.; 
but  never,  that  a  few  Sinners  will  damn  a  Nation. 
All  Nations  are  Sinners  at  all  Times  ;  and  ours  par- 
ticularly; elfe  our  Common  Prayer  is  very  rafhly 
framed.  But  ftill  we  are  not  greater  Sinners  than  any 
cf  our  Neighbouring  Nations :  Yet  thefe  Nations  are 
not  all  vifited  with  Highlanders  \  though  fome  of  thefe 
Nations  entertain  very  great  Sinners,  even  fcribbling 
Sinners,  as  fcurrilous  and  licentious  as  ours  !  France 
abounds  Vv^ith  more  Dei/is^  or  (which  is  the  fame 
Thing  in  the  Eyes  of  Bigots)  Atheifts^  than  any 
Country  in  Europe ;  yet  France  is  too  hard  for  its 
Neighbours,  and  even  aflifts  the  Highlanders  :  There 
are  more  blafphemous  Songs  made  in  a  Year,  and  fung 
every  Day  in  Paris^  than  were  ever  made  in  England 
fmce  the  Beginning  of  Time.  This  cannot  be  owing 
to  want  of  Power  in  France^  either  Civil  or  Reli- 
gious. No  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  are  wanting  there,  no 
Power  in  King  or  Clergy  ! 

We  are  certainly  lefs  corrupt,  lefs  debauched,  than 
we  were  immediately  after  the  Reftoration.    Was  the 
Reftoration  a  Judgment  ?  Was   not   Charles  II.  our 
moji  Religious^  as  well   as  moft  Gracious  King  ;  and 
"had  he  not  that  Chara6ter  given  him  by   the  Clergy  ? 
Or   was  his  Reftoration,  at  firft  at  leaft,  reckoned  a  1 
Curfe   by  any  but    a  few  Enthufiafts,  chiefly  Fifth-  I 
Monarchy- Men?  But  Enthufiafts  are  not  confined  to  ] 
any  Party ;    they  are  found  in    all   Se£ls,    amongft  | 
Churchmen,  as  well  as  amongft  Diffenters  ;  and  En- 
thufiafts will  be  always  fpying  Judgments  falling,  or  I 
ready  to  fall,  upon  fuch  who  thwart   /Z?^/r  Favourite 
Notions  and  Purfuits. 

As  pious  Enthufiafts  a£):,  fo  do  pious   Impoftors, 
.with  Zeal  equally  ftrong,  though  not  equally  fincere, 

generally 


generally  with  more  Art.  We  can  therefore  never  fee> 
I  never  expe£i:  a  Time,  v/hen  fuch  Men  will  not  be 
boldly  denouncing  God's  Judgments.  Mankind  will 
never  be  without  Sin  ;  The  Crazy  and  Artful  will  al- 
ways make  Mankind  worfe  than  they  are,  and  will  be 
always  threatening  them  with  Judgment^  Herefy  is  the 
great  Cry  of  the  Romijh  Craftfmen  ;  who  confidently 
denounce  God's  Judgments  againfl:  all  that  entertain  it. 
Moft  of  thofe  who  are  Heretics  to  Rome^  are  Heretics 
or  Schifmatics  to  one  another,  all  threatening  one  ano- 
ther with  the  fame  awful  Vengeance.  This  Confidera- 
tion  alone  is  fufficient  to  fliew  the  extreme  Rafhnefs  or 
Knavery  of  thofe  who  fcatter  and  apply  fuchNames,and 
the  extreme  Folly  of  th6fe  who  are  afFe6led  by  them. 

Th  e  Arians  were  charged  by  the  Orthodox  with 
denying  our  bleffed  Saviour^  God  the  Son,  his  due 
Share  of  the  Godhead  :  They  were  threatened  with 
Divine  Vengeance  for  fuch  damning  Herefy,  and 
found  their  Accufers  the  keen  Executors  of  that 
Vengeance.  The  Orthodox  had  Divine  Vengeance 
equally  denounced  againft  them  by  the  Arians,  for 
denying  due  Honour  to  God  the  Father,  and  felt  in 
their  Turn  that  Vengeance  inflifted  on  them  without 
Mercy  or  Meafure,  by  the  Denouncers.  Both  Sidq 
thought  themfelves  bound  to  punifh  as  well  as  to  ao 
cufe.  Here  was  a  Source  of  Rancour  without  End  ; 
of  Blood,  which  has  fcarce  ever  ceafed  to  run  :  All 
the  natural  Confequence  of  Zealots  interpreting  Judg^ 
ments  !  For  they  who  prefume  to  foretel  them,  da 
often  call  for  them,  generally  inflidt  them,  or  fubbra 
others  to  do  fo. 

Did  the  Highlanders  come  commiffioned  from 
God,  as  well  as  from  the  Pretender,  to  fcourge  a  Na- 
tion who  had  renounced  the  Pretender,  and  were 
praying  to  God  againft  the  Highlanders  ?  What  Part 
of  the  Jewijh  Story  is  analogous  to  this  ?  Had  any  of 
our  Prelates,  like  the  Prelate  Aaron^  fet  up  molten 
Images,  or  a  golden  Calf,  for  the  Enghjh  to  worihip  ? 
L  2  Ido 


I  do  not  find  that  one  Magiftrate,  or  one  Inhabitant 
of  Glafgow^  had  paid  the  leaft  Divine  Worfhip  to 
Baal  Peor^  or  any  Burgefs  of  Dumfreis^  made  his 
Children  pafs  through  the  Fire  to  Moloch  :  Yet  both 
thefe  Towns  were  terribly  ravaged  by  the  barbarous 
Rebels.  The  Barbarians  are  now  routed  by  the  Sword 
of  our  young  Jo/huah^v^hok  Hand,  ftrengthened  by  the 
Ix)rd  yehovah^  hath  prevailed  againft  thofe  reprobate 
I^hilijiines,  It  is  hoped  that  their  own  Rocks  and 
Dens  will  yield  up  the  profane  Tribe  to  the  avenging 
Rod  of  Juftice. 

But  whatever  they  fuffer  {^and  they  who  made  fo 
^any  fufFer  fo  grievoufly,  cannot  fufFer  too  much) 
their  SufFerings  and  Punifhment  cannot  properly  be 
called  a  Judgment ;  fmce  fome  of  them  are  more  in- 
nocent than  others,  did  lefs  harm,  and  meant  none^^ 
nay  meant  well,  thought  themfelves  aflerting  a  juft 
Caufe  and  doing  their  Duty.  Such  is  the  Force  of 
Prejudice,  handed  down  from  Father  to  Son,  and 
reckoned  Honour  and  Loyalty  3  and  fuch  is  the  Power 
of  Delufion  in  believing  what  they  are  taught  by  Im- 
poftors,  whom  they  account  pious,  and  who  perhaps 
think  themfelves  fo. 

This  Plea,  which  the  Frame  and  Safety  of  human 
Society  cannot  allow  to  pafs  at  the  civil  Tribunal,  as 
by  it  the  greateft  Malefactors,  and  worft  Parricides 
would  efcape  the  Cenfure  of  Society,  and  thus  be  en- 
abled and  even  encouraged  to  deftroy  Society  ;  will 
yet  find  Allowance  at  the  Divine  Tribunal,  where  all 
Hearts  are  open,  and  no  Deceit  can  be  hid.  Guilt 
snay  be  fo  difguifed,  fo  befriended  and  defended,  as  to 
appear  innocent,  fometimes  meritorious,  in  the  Eyes 
of  Men  :  Such  were  human  Sacrifices  of  old  ;  fuch 
the  lafting  Tyranny  and  Cheats  of  Rome^  with  all 
other  pious  Fury  and  Fraud  every  where  :  Rebellion 
againft  the  beft  Government,  and  Paffive  Obe- 
dience to  the  moft  lawlefs  Tyranny.  Innocence 
and  Virtue  may  be  io  mifreprefented,  fo  traduced,  and 

fa 


I  ih  painted  by  Art  and  Malice,  as  to  be  odious,  perfe- 
I  cuted  and  murdered,  often  with  popular  Applaufe  5 
i  witnefs  our  bleffed  Saviour,  and  the  firft  Martyrs, 
with  all  the  fucceeding Victims  toPriefts  and  Tyrants  5 
I  Sir  John  Oldcaftle  and  Admiral  Coligni.  I  have  beard 
!  Dr.  Tillotfon  reviled,  Dr.  Sacheverel  adored  i  King 
James  extolled.  King  William  curfed. 

We  can  never  know  that    God    fends  his    Judg- 
ments, when  he  does  not  tell  us  :  It  is  great  Prefump- 
tion  in   us  to  pretend    to  tell,  when  He  does  not  telL 
If  we  might  with  Modefty  make  any  Conje6lure,  it 
feems  prohiible,  that  his  extraordinary  temporal  Inter- 
pofition  with  Divine  temporal  Puniftiment,  is  in  Cafes 
where  human    Laws   are  not,  or  cannot  be   exerted. 
This  is,    Deo  dignus  vindice  nodus. 
Amongst  feveral  popularTopics  for  invoking  Divine 
i  Vengeance,  and  applying  it  to  Things  below,  I  have 
often  thought   that    the   black   Behaviour  of  the  high 
Clergy  for  near  a  hundred  Years  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, and    long  after,  was   an  obvious   and   tempting 
I  one ;  I  mean  their  unchriftian  Enmity  to  Confcience 
I  and  Diffenters,  and  their  infamous  Doctrines   of  Sla- 
very.    They  fet   our    Princes  (the  weakeft   and    the 
Vvorft)  above  Law ;  made  them  the  only  Authors  and 
abfolute  Maflers    of  Law,  confequently   of  the  Lives 
and  Properties  of  Men,  and  prompted  them  to  Per- 
jury in  order  to  exert  Tyranny. 

They   were  not   afhamed  to  extol' 7^ w^j  I.  (the 
weakeft,  the  falfelt,  and  the  mofi:  heartlefs  Prince  that 
i  ever  mifbecame  a  Crown)  as  the  Solomon  of  the  Age, 
!  the  Pattern  of  Learning   and  of  Religion,  ailing    by 
the  Wifdom,  and    fpeaking   by  the   Spirit    of  God  : 
Wicked  and   pernicious   Flattery,    and    the    Confe- 
quences   terrible  !    The   vain    Monarch,    a  conftant 
Bubble,  and  the  fure  Property  of  Flatterers   and    Fa- 
vourites, claimed  defpotic  Sway  ;  claimed  to  fet  afide 
Parliaments,  or  to  over-rule  their  Counfels,  to   levy 
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Money  without  them,    and  to   govern  by   Procla^ 
mations* 

SECT.  III.  The  impious  Behaviour  of  the  difaf* 
feSfed  Clergy^  formerly ^  how  liable  to  Divine  "Judg- 
ment.  'J heir  pejlilcnt  Flattery  to  had  Princes^  their 
Enmity  to  the  Bcji.  Their  enjlaving  Do£lrine, 
How  unfit  to  he  Teachers  3  and  how  they  advanced 
Irreligion.  \ 

TjIS  Son,  prompted  by  the  fame  pious  Flatterers,  and 
•^  ^  delighting  in  the  fame  impious  lying  Doftrines,. 
grafped  the  fame  lawlefs  Authority.  He  hugged  and 
exalted  the  Preaching  Parafites,  who  reprefented  him 
facred  and  irrefiftible  as  the  Godhead,  the  Laws  as  Se- 
dition, his  People  as  Slaves.  Such  of  the  Clergy  as 
adhered  to  Liberty  and  the  Lav^s,  and  ventured  to 
maintain  them,  were  the  conftant  Objefts  of  his 
Frowns  and  Indignation,  and  perfecuted  without  Mercy 
by  their  more  fafhionable  Brethren. 

I  ENTER  not  into  the  Particulars  of  his  Reign,  no' 
Part  of  it  wife,  the  greateft  Part  of  it  arbitrary  and' 
wicked,  the  laft  Part  of  it  miferable.  For  a  great  Share . 
of  the  Mifchief,  of  the  Violence  and  the  Mifery  of  it,, 
the  Clergy  were  anfwerable,  as  they  animated  and 
juftified  him  in  all  his  lawlefs  Pretenfions,  and  all  his 
violent  Doings.  His  cruel  Death,  though  immediate- 
ly chargeable  upon  an  ufurping  Army,  the  only  Au- 
thors of  it,  was  for  almoft  a  Century  charged  as  a 
Crime  upon  the  Nation,  and  the  Nation  conftantly 
threatened  with  Judgments  for  it,  even  after  all 
were  dead,  who  either  faw  it,  or  confented  to  it. 
This  was  the  Language  of  the  difafFecSled  Clergy  (I 
mean  difaffeded  to  the  Conftitution)  till  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  by  all  the  difafFe£ted  to  the  Revolution  ever 
fince.  Not  a  V/ord  of  any  Judgment  upon  them- 
felves,  who  had  all  along  led  thcfe  weak,  depraved' 
Princes  to  their  Deftruflion,  with  pious  faife  Strains 
pf  Loyalty  in  their  Mouths,   the  Wgrd  of  God  per- 
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verted,  Liberty  fpurned  under  Foot,  the  Laws  facri- 
jficed  to  Will  and  Luft,  the  Crown  milled,  and  its 
worft  Enemies,  the  Preachers,  careffed. 

How  frequent  and  fafhionable  Ecclefiaftical  Perjury 
i  became  after  the  Revolution ;  how  much  it  was  fo- 
:  ftered  and  propagated  in  Places  of  Learning,  by  learn- 
ed and  holy  Men  ;  how  zealoufly,  how  fiercely  and 
induflrioufly  King  JVilliam  and  the  late  King  George 
were  oppofed,  blackened  and  even  marked  for  De- 
ftru£tion,  for  the  glorious  Offence  of  faving  and  fe- 
curing  our  Religion,  our  Liberty,  and  our  All ;  all 
tliis  chiefly  by  Reverend  Men,  who  had  taken  the 
jnoft  folemn  Oaths  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  thefe 
Princes,  our  temporal  Redeemers  ;  and  how  highly 
they  cheriilied  and  pra6tifed  all  Difloyalty,  Perjury  and 
Rebellion  y  all  Men  remember,  and  it  is  fnocking  to 
Memory :  Surely  it  could  never  efcape  that  of  our 
Preacher.  Nor  could  the  "Jewijh  Story  furnifh  him 
v/ith  a  more  (hocking  InPcaiice  of  National  Ingratitude 
and  Revolt  againfl  God,  or  of  more  impious  Defiance 
of  the  Almighty  and  his  Judgments.  Yet  here  our 
prudent  Preacher  neither  roufes  popular  Indignation, 
nor  perceives  any  Divine  Vengeance  threatened. 

With  what  Face  could  fuch  Men  appear  in  a 
Pulpit,  as  Teachers  of  Religion,  they  whom  the  mofl 
emphatic  Ties  of  Religion  could  not  bind  ;  they  who 
diflinguiffied  themfelves  by  the  blackefl  Perjury  :  they 
wjio  promoted  Perjury  by  Doctrine,  as  well  as  by 
Examples;  they  to  whom  Perjury  was  Merit  and  a 
Recommendation,  and  who  railed  at  all  fuch  as  re- 
fufed  to  be  perjured  ?  What  bold  Mockery  in 
fuch  profane  Reprobates,  to  pretend  to  divine  Right, 
or  to  any  RefpecS:  amongfl  Men,  or  to  any  Re- 
putation from  a  Phantom  of  Orthodoxy  ?  Could 
they,  who .  violated  the  mofl  facred  Oaths,  be 
influenced  by  any  Principles,  Orthodox  or  Moral  ? 
Yet  who  fo  craving  after  high  Refpeft,  fo  loud  for 
Orthodoxy,  fo  void  of  Charity,  fo  prone  to  damn 
Men,  or  fo   unfit  to  fave  Men  ?    They  were  even 
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wicked  in  affuming  any  favourable  Chara6ter,  as  they 
did  it  to  deceive  others,  by  difguifing  their  own  Ini- 
quity. Could  fuch  Men  recommend  a  good  Life, 
when  they  were  daily  renouncing  the  Precepts  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  propagating  the  moft  hideous  Morals, 
Perjury,  Rebellion,  Treafon  ?  What  availed  their 
Orthodoxy  if  they  really  had  it,  fince  it  reftrained 
them  not  from  defying  all  the  Laws  of  God  and  Man?. 
They  were  implacable  to  pious  Diffenters,  and  to  all 
i^oderate  and  charitable  Churchmen  :  And  Ortho- 
doxy without  Charity  is  aContradidion,  and  difgraces 
itfelf. 

What  faved  .Religion,  thus  abandoned  and  per- 
verted by  its  pretended  Guides,  but  the  mighty  Bief- 
fing  of  Liberty,  which  left  us  the  full  Ufe  of  our  Rea- 
fbn,  our  Bibles,  and  our  Confciences ;  the  natural 
Bleffings  of  the  Revolution  ?  No  wonder  they  hated 
it,  devoutly  damned  it,  fwore  to  it,  and  laboured  to 
overturn  it,  with  all  the  heavenly  Bleffings  derived 
from  it,  particularly,  the  higheft  and  beft.  Liberty  of 
Confcience  and  C/W  Liberty .  What  faved  the  Credit 
and  Character  of  the  Church,  but  the  found  Principles, 
virtuous  Liyes  and  Chriftian  Charity  of  Tillotfon^ 
Tennifon^  BnVnet^  Lloyd^  and  Wake^  and  other  Low- 
Churchmen,  all  hated  and  libelled  by  fuch  as  called 
themfelves  the  only  true  Churchmen,  chiefly  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  great  Charaileriflicks  of  Perjury  and 
Perfecution  ?  Even  the  DilTentcrs  contributed  by  their 
Religious  Loyalty  and  fober  Lives,  to  preferve  the 
National  Religion,  and  confequently  the  Church, 
from  perifhing  by  the  defperate  Impiety  and  Immorali- 
ties of  her  own  apoftate  Sons. 

Dr.  HICKES^  who  knew  them  well,  fays, 
'^  That  thofe  Clergy  have  fet  open  the  Flood-gates  to 
'^  a  Deluge  of  Atheifm  and  Impiety  ;  "  and  he  owns 
the  Charge  brought  againft  them,  that  ^*  their  Be- 
''  haviour  had  made  iVIen  fceptical,  and  gone  further 
"  tov/ards  eradicating  all  the  Notions  of  a  Deity,  than 
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^^  all  the  Labours  of  Mr.  Hobbes-^ ^Made  fome 

''  Men  fufpeil  Religion  as  a  Cheat,  and  laid  them 
'^  under  a  Temptation  to  call  the  Whole  of  Religion 
^'  in  Queftion,  "  Yet  the  fame  learned  Man,  who 
v/as  a  flaming  Enthufiafl  for  Party,  turns  this  Re- 
proach into  a  Compliment,  and  thanks  God^ .  that  the 
main  Body  of  the  Clergy  were  Jacobites  in  their 
Hearts.  Nor  was  it  at  all  flrange,  to  hear  fuch  an 
impious  Strain  from  this  Reverend  Divine,  thus  to 
thank  God  for  the  Perjury  of  the  Clergy.  A4r.  Lejly 
defied    the    Parliament  to  make  an  Oath   which   the 

Clergy  would  not  take He  makes  them  worfe  than 

Atheifts,  as  *'  they  mocked  God  to  his  Face,  fmce  it 
*'  was  better,  fays  he,  to  have  no  God  at  all,  than 
'^  fet  up  one  to  laugh  at  him. 

I  COULD  bring  many  other  Teftimonies  againft  them 
from  the  beft  Men  amongft  them,  even  from  their 
moft  favourite  Authors,  particularly  from  Bifliop  Kenn^ 
a  Non-fv/earing  Jacobite,  and  a  fad  Spectator  of 
their  Apoflafy  from  Confcience  and  Oaths,  the  facred 
and  tremendous  Pledges  of  Confcience ;  Kenn^  their 
avowed  Monitor,  full  of  paternal  Invecftives  againft 
their  ungodly  Condudl,  and  of  warm  Sighs  for  it. 
But  tiieir  atheiftical  Carriage  was  too  notorious  to 
want  Proof. 

Where  they  prefided  in  the  celebrated  Nurferies 
of  Education,  their  firft  Care  was  to  corrupt  and  poi- 
fon  the  Minds  of  Youth  (often  of  the  firft  Quality  in 
the  Nation,  a  dreadful  Prefage  to  their  Country  !)  and 
to  teach  them  for  their  firft  LefTons,  nay  as  a  firft 
Principle,  to  banifh  Confcience,  to  hate  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  defy  the  Living  God,  by  fwearing  falfly 
by  his  Name.  We  may  guefs  the  lamentable  Effleils 
of  this  upon  the  Minds  of  Youth. 

This  was  the  forlorn,  this  the  impious  State  of 
many  of  the  difaffefted  Clergy,  within  the  Memory 
of  Man.  Could  they  be  more  ripe  for  Divine  Judg- 
JTients,  or  could  there  be  a  more  cogent  Call  to  threa- 
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ten  them  v/ith  fuch  ?  Could  any  public  Difafler  be- 
falling the  yews  fome  7  houfand  Years  ago,  be  of 
fuch  an  alarming  Example  to  EngUjhmen  ?  The  Jews^ 
ftifF-necked,  diibbedient  and  ungrateful  as  they  were, 
incurred  not  more  aggravated  Guilt.  Idolatry,  their 
iiioft  enormous  Crime,  inferred  wrong  Conceptions 
of  the  Deity  ;  and  their  Ignorance  (though  their  own 
Fault)  was  fome  Extenuation^  Under  right  Notions 
of  the  true  God,  they  could  never  have  worfhipped 
falfe  Gods. 

Our  Cafe  was,  perhaps,  more  cr)  ing :  In  the 
midft  of  the  Sun-fhine  of  the  Gofpel,  in  thisChriftiaa 
Country,  many  who  preached  it  renounced  in  Prac- 
tice (the  moft  effedlual  Way  of  renouncing)  all  th^ 
moft  ellential  Precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  as  they  did  thofe 
of  the  Conftitution,  and  were  at  once  Traitors  to  Re- 
ligion and  the  State.  Neither  was  their  Apoftafy  more 
notorious  than  their  Hypocrify  :  Whilft  thus  they 
lived  in  open  practical  Atheifm,  they  loudly  complain-r 
ed  of  the  natural  Effeds  of  their  own  atheiftical  Do- 
ings, the  Growth  of  Irreligion^  and  the  Danger  oJ\ 
the  Church,  Who  were,  who  could  be,  fuch  fuccefs-* 
ful  Promoters  of  all  Impiety  as  themfelves  ?  Whoy 
who  but  they  could  fo  effe£lually  endanger  any  Chri- 
ftian  Church  ?  Without  Confcience,  which  is  the  Seat 
and  Centre  of  Religion,  there  can  be  no  Religion. 
Befides  their  own  want  of  Confcience,  they  would 
allow  none  to  other  Men,  and  were  implacable,  in- 
deed profeffed  Enemies  to  tender  Confciences  :  A  fad 
Proof,  that  they  were  themfelves  unacquainted  with 
zny  fuch  Tendernefs ! 

■  The  Cry  of  Atheifrn,  a  Cry  much  in  their 
Mouths,. as  ill  became  them.  Men  who  live  as  if 
there  were  no  God,  are  the  moft  likely  to  difbelieve 
the  Being  of  a  God.  And  by  this  Rule,  they  them- 
felves had  the  beft  Claim  to  that  Charader,  which 
they  fo  freely  beftowed  upon  Men  unrefembling 
themfelves,     It  was  therefore  no  wonder  to  hear  Dr. 
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Hlckes  call  Dr.  Tillotfon  an  Atheift,  and  publifh  him 
1  in  Print  as  the  grave  ft  Athetjl  that  ever  lived.  For 
Hlckes^  though  he  had  not  taken  the  Oaths,  was  as 
furious  a  Jacobite  as  thofe  that  had.  He  entertained 
all  their  uncharitable  Fiercenefs  and  infamous  Prin- 
ciples ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  any  Set  of  Men, 
not  owning  the  Romxjh  Communion,  ever  entertain- 
ed fo  bad  Principles,  or  laboured  fo  vehemently  to  in- 
troduce every  public  Crime  and  Curfe,  Invafion  from 
France^  the  Reftoration  of  a  Popifh  Tyrant,  the  De- 
pofition,  nay  the  Affaffination  of  a  Proteftant  Hero 
and  Deliverer,  with  the  Re-fettlement  of  the  worft 
Parts  of  Popery,  and  the  Exertion  of  all  Barbarity  a- 
gainft  Proteftant  DifTenters. 

Mr.  COLLIER  had  the  Traiterous  AfTurance  and 
Impiety  to  exercife  openly,  in  the  Face  of  the  Day 
and  the  Crowd,  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  and  deteft- 
able  Articles,  or  rather  Abominations  of  Popery,  in 
abfolving  at  the  Gallows  an  Aflaflin  hanged  for  a 
Confpiracy  to  have  murdered  King  William.  That 
Divine  thus  committed  fuch  an  Infult  upon  the  God- 
head and  the  Government,  as  was  new  in  the  Crea- 
tion, at  leaft  in  the  Eyes  of  EngUJhmen.  What  were 
all  the  Offenfive  Drolleries  of  the  Stage,  which  Mr. 
Collier  has  paflionately  treated  as  profane,  compared 
to  the  devilifti  Crimes  of  Treafon,  Civil  War,  Na- 
tional Defolation,  Popifti  Tyranny,  and  the  Murder 
of  a  King,  all  pardoned  by  Mr,  Collier  in  the  Perfon 
of  a  bloody  Traitor  ?  ? 

All  this  (hews,  that  our  Preacher  might  have 
found  National  Provocations  at  leaft-  as  fliocking  as 
thofe  of  the  Jezus^  nearer  home,  and  not  fo  long  ago ; 
fuch  dreadful  Provocations  to  God  as  muft  make  the 
Ears  of  a  Chrijiian  to  tingle.  Here  he  had  an  ample 
Room  to  have  difplayed  his  Difcernment,  his  Judg- 
ments, and  his  Eloquence,'  upon  fuch  as  deferved 
them.  A  contemptible  Libel  is  a  contemptible  Topic 
for  fo  able  a  Preacher, 
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Here  too  he  had  an  ample  Field  for  Panegyric 
upon  the  prefent  Clergy,  who  have  glorioufly  de- 
parted from  the  Corruption,  Difloyalty,  Uncharita- 
blenefs,  and  all  the  profligate  Principles  of  the  for- 
mer ;  their  fmcere  Zeal  for  this  Proteftant  King, 
Church  and  Government,  their  Abhorrence  of  Po- 
pery, and  their  Alacrity  to  defend  it,  their  excellent 
Sermons,  and  all  the  noble  Teftimonies  they  have  fo 
feafonably  borne. 

For  myfelf,  I  truly  honour,  I  fhall  ever  honour, 
all  fuch  of  them  as  have  thus  diftinguifhed  themfelves  ; 
as  I  fliall  ever  heartily  defpife  all  mean  halting  Tem- 
porizers, and  thoroughly  deteft  all  Parricides,  v^ho 
longed  for  a  Change,  and  wifhed  our  Mifery  com- 
plete, by  the  Succefs  of  the  Rebels,  v^hom  God,  of 
his  infinite  Mercy  to  this  Nation,  difappoint  and 
confound;  and  in  order  to  it,  difclofe  and  punifh  all 
their  fecret  Abettors  and  Favourers ! 

But  I  return  to  fay  fomething  more  of  the  Half- 
Proteftant  Clergy  before  the  Revolution;  and  then 
proceed  upon  the  Behaviour  of  thofe  after  it. 

These  proftitute  Preachers,  formerly,  furrender- 
ed  the  poor  People,  w^ho  fed  them,  to  Beggary  and 
Slavery,  and  the  Crown,  which  promoted  and  en- 
riched them,  to  Delufion,  defperate  Courfes,  and  final 
Ruin.  I  own,  there  were  then,  and  always,  excel- 
lent Men  amongft  the  Clergy,  but  what  an  unequal 
Portion  of  the  Clergy  they  then  were,  any  Man  that 
can  read  may  fee.  One  Thing  was  very  remarkable 
and  very  fhameful  (if  any  Thing  could  have  been  fo 
to  Men  fo  loft  to  Truth  and  Shame)  whilft  they  were 
zealoufly  dooming  all  Men  to  be  abfolute  Slaves  to  the 
Sovereign,  they  excepted  themfelves,  and  confidently 
aflerted  an  independent  Power  in  themfelves ;  a  Pow- 
er deftrudive  of  Sovereignty  as  well  as  of  Liberty. 

Who  were  the  greafeft  Sinners  then  in  the  Na- 
tion, and  who  fo  properly  the  Subjeds  of  Divine 
Judgments  ?  But  they  who  moft  freely  fcatter  fuch 
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Judgments,  never  fix  them  where  moft  due.  Could 
there  be  a  more  National,  a  more  Crying  Sin,  than 
fuch  an  open,  fuch  a  pernicious  Attack  upon  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  all  Men,  upon  their  Laws,  Liberty  and  Con- 
fcience  ?  Could  there  be  higher  Mockery  of  God, 
than  to  preach  up  Tyranny  (the  Root  and  Engine  of 
all  Evil  under  the  Sun)  as  the  Ordinance  of  God?  To 
leave  it  implicitly  to  the  Will  of  a  weak,  paffionate, 
or  debauched  Man,  to  make  and  unmake  Laws,  to 
exalt  the  worft  Men,  and  to  reward  the  beft  with 
Goals  and  Gibbets  ?  To  damn  the  beft  and  only  Re- 
medy againft  the  moft  direful  Curfe  that  can  befal 
Society  ?  To  compliment  a  Prince  void  of  Probity  and 
Morals,  z.  Charles  IL  with  the  Modelling  or  Mangling 
of  the  Conftitution,  and  with  the  Fate  and  Fortune  of 
all  Men? 

When  fuch  Parafites  (the  more  malignant  as  well 
as  more  inexcufable  for  their  holy  Charader)  had 
I  tempted  their  Sovereign  to  provoke  hisSubjeds  to  rebel, 
i  it  was  high  AfTurance  in  them  to  condemn  Rebellion, 
!  to  condemn  what  they  had  really  caufed.  They  were 
I  the  original  Incendiaries,  and  laid  the  Train.  Rebel- 
lion was  but  the  Explofion,  and  naturally  followed. 

The  fame  Incendiaries,  who  led,  or  rather  drove, 
our  Princes  into  violent  and  defpotic  Counfels,  before 
the  Revolution,  incenfed  the  People  into  unprovoked 
Difaffedion,  after  it.  They  mifreprefented  the  Pub- 
lic Saviour  as  a  Public  Ufurper.  They  took  all  Oaths : 
They  taught  their  Hearers  to  break  all,  and  fliewed 
them  the  Way. 

What  could  be  a  more  hideous  Iniquity,  a  more 
threatening  Curfe,  a  bolder  Difowning  of  the  Living 
God  ;  a  more  impious  Infult  upon  the  Reafon  of 
Man ;  a  more  dangerous  AfTault  upon  Civil  Society, 
or  a  more  defperate  Renouncing  of  all  Morals  and  De- 
fiance of  all  Shame  ? 

Was  not  National  Perjury  a  Crime  terribly  com- 
plex, pregnant  with  Guilt  and  Woe,  a  National  Pro- 
M  vocation 
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vocation  of  Divine  Juftice  ?  Yet  upon  this  alarming 
Subje6l  Auditories  were  rarely  roufed.  What  is  ftill 
more  monftrous.  Perjury  was  accounted  Merit :  And 
whilft  the  moft  confcientious  Diffenter,  religioufly  true 
to  the  Government  and  his  Oath,  was  traduced  and 
damned;  a  perjured  High-Churchntan,  brutal  and  de- 
bauched, was  a  Favourite  Character. 

SECT.  IV.  The  pajjionate  and  ridiculous  AppUcati(7n  of 
Divine  fudgments^  hy  viftonary.^  fi-ffi'r  and faSfv- 
ous  Spirits.  It  ij  urged  far  Argument  where  Re  a^ 
fon  is  wanting, 

/X)ULD  there  Jbe  a  broadter  Way  to  National  Per- 
^^  dition,  than  what  I  have  above  ^ecified  ?  Or  could 
the  Terrors  of  Divine  Vengeance  be  more  feafonably 
urged?  Yet  this  was  a  Topic  not  in  fefliion,  and  who- 
ever would  have  prefumed  to  have  urged  it,  would 
have  not  only  paffed,  but  been  damned,  fox  a  Falfe 
Brother, 

Very  different  Offences,  none  againft  God,  but 
high  ones  againft  themfelves,  were  the  Burden  of  their 
Outcries  for  Divine  Wrath  ;,  airy  Notions,  crabbed, 
tinmeaning  DiftincStions ;  Tithes  given  by  Mm^  not 
allowed  to  be  of  Right  r>ivine  y  Rituals,  Poftures, 
Cloth  and  Colours;  Blood  flied  an  hundred  Years  ago; 
a  vitious  Jacobite  Priefthood,  not  refpefted  as  the 
Vicegcrants  of  God,  though  daiJy  forfwearing  hj  his 
holy  Name,  and  propagating  Perjury  and  Treafon  :  For 
fuch  impious  Crimes  aathefe,  public  Woes  and  Wrath  \ 
Divine  were  ufually  denounced,  and  feen  juft  ap- 
proaching. 

It  may  be  eafily  remembered  what  a  malignant  Spi- 
rit poffeffed  the  then  bigotted,  factious  Clergy  in  the 
former  Rebellion ;  how  little  the  Duty  cf  Loyalty, 
and  their  facred  Oaths,  influenced  fuch  Men.  Could 
there  be  a  greater  Sin,  perfonal  or  national?  Yet  Ido^ 
not  remember,  that  it  was  then  the  comm^m  Subjeft 
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of  Declamatioia  from  the  Pulpit,  or  menaced  with  Di- 
vine Judgments. 

Th  £  Mimfters  tof  the  Kirk  of  Scotland^  an  Hun- 
dred Years  ago,  threatened  all  v/ho  took  not  the  Co*- 
venant,  or  forfook  it,  with  the  fearful  Judgments  of 
the  Lord,  and  were  wonderfully  quick-fighted  in  per- 
ceiving the  fame  dreadfully  overtaking  all  Backjliders^ 
tliat  is,  all  who  would  not  form  their  Opinions,  their 
Religion  and  their  Politics,  juft  according  to  the  fierce 
Huniours  and  narrow  Pattern  of  the  Saints.  The 
EngUfl)  Clergy  reviled  the  Saints,  as  Traitors  and  Hy*- 
pocritcfi,  and  derived  all  National  Judgments  from  the 
bins,  the  Frenzy  and  Rebellion  of  the  Saints,  con- 
figning  them  freely  t©  -eternal  Wrath,  as  the  Saints 
did  thefe  their  Enemieis,  returiaing  Curfefor  Curfe,  as 
v»  ell  as  angry  Names,  Lordly  Prelates^  Priejfs  of 
Baal^  Dumb  Dogs^  and  Perfecutors  of  the  Brethren* 

The  Almighty  was  claimed  as  a  partial  Champion  • 
on  either  Side  :  Both  Sides  defended  Inj uftice  by  Re- 
ligion; ingrofled  Chriftianity  whilft  they  wounded 
Charity,  befought  the  merciful  God,  in  Wrath,  to 
blaft  one  another,  and  applied  the  Divine  Thunder 
Vv^ith  infernal  Fury.  The  Grofs  of  both  Parties  blind- 
ly believed,  and  devoutly  confirmed  the  Voice  and 
impious  Cenfure  of  their  lying  Leaders:  And  the  fame 
Eyes  who  clearly  faw  Roguery  and  Fanaticifrn  in  the 
oppofite  Party,  perceived  not  the  fame  Roguery  and 
Fanaticifrn  as  obvious  m  their  own. 

Could  there  be  more  Antichriftian  Bigots  than 
fuch  Clergymen,  on  both  Sides?  What  would  become 
of  Religion,  and  of  Mankind,  were  fuch  Madmen 
left  to  govern  them?  Yet,  who  fo  eager  as  thefe 
Madmen  to  govern  the  World,  Religion,  and  Human- 
kind ? 

A  Clergyman  in  the  Weft,  hearing  that  a  Far- 
mer in  the  Village  had  perifhed  by  Lightening,  cried, 
with  Extafy  and  uplifted  Hands,  "  The  Lord  will  be 
^'  glorified  in  ail  his  Doings :  This  Man  was  an  un- 
M  2  "  changeable 
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**  changeable  Anahaptijl^  and  could  not  be  brought 
•^  into  the  Way  of  Salvation.  Whither  he  is  gone,  I 
**  do  not  lay  ;  but  I  would  not  follow  him  for  the 
''  Empire  of  the  Globe."  He  fcarce  had  finifhed 
this  pious  uncharitable  Rant,  before  he  was  told,  that 
Sympfon  the  Parifh-Clerk,  a  zealous  Churchman,  who 
fuited  proper  Pfalms  to  Jacobite  Holy-Days,  had  fal- 
len even  as  the  Farmer  had  fallen,  clofe  by  his  Side, 
and  by  the  fame  Stroke — ^'  The  Lord  giveth,  faid 
**  the  good  Doctor,  and  the  Lord  taketh  away  :  Blefs- 
"  ed  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord." 

This  gloomy  Bigot  and  Party-man  (for  he  had 
been  on  both  Sides,  though  ftrongly  fufpeited  to  be 
flill  of  that  which  he  had  upon  Oath  renounced)  treat- 
ed the  great  Sovereign  of  univerfal  Nature,  like  a 
Party-man,  narrow  and  prejudiced  as  himfelf !  He 
prefumed  to  apply  everlafting  Mercy  and  everlafting 
Wrath,  juft  according  to  the  Meafure  of  his  own 
Peevifhnefs  and  Partiality. 

These  Dealers  in  Judgments  never  fee,  nor  ap- 
prehend any,  for  their  own  Enormities  and  Excefies, 
hov/ever  fcandalous,  however  affefting  the  Public 
Weal.  They  generally  apply  them  to  Perfons  and 
Opinions,  which  they  themfelves  diflike;  to  Opinions 
which  difcredit  and  crofs  their  interefted  Maxims ;  to 
Perfons  who  expofe  clerical  Faults,  and  call  for  cleri- 
cal Amendment,  and  therefore  are  proper  Objefls  of 
clerical  Vengeance,  confequently  of  Divine  Judgment. 
AH  fuch  Reformers  are  terrible  Atheifts  and  unpar- 
donable Sinners,  and  with  yohn  Hufs^  our  Cranmer 
and  Ridley^  configned  to  temporal  and  eternal  Flames; 
the  beft  Men  curfed  and  martyred  by  the  worft. 

This  Wantonnefs  in  applying  at  random  the  awful 
Judgments  of  God,  where  he  himfelf  does  not  declare 
them  fuch,  would  appear  as  ridiculous  as  it  is  bold 
(generally  blafphemous)  were  it  not  for  the  dangerous 
and  cruel  Ufe,  which  the  pretended  and  defigning  Ex- 
plainers 
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plaincrs  mafe  oi  it.     For,  it  is  a  fpecial  Market  for 
Craftfmen. 

An  idle,  romping  School-boy  trod  upon  his  Grand* 
mother's  Toe,  and   put  a  capital  Corn  into  a  raging 
Fit.    The  old  Woman  loft  all  Tenxper,  and  in  a  Fury 
as  bitter  as  her    Pain,  told  him,  "  That  the  Lord 
"  would  requite  him."     The  Lad,  in  infinite  Con- 
fufion  and  Affright,  had  Recourfe  to  his  Heels,  and 
fprang  down  Stairs  in  foch  a  Hurry,  that  he  fell  and 
broke  his  Leg.     '^  Did  I  not  tell  you  fo^  Sirrah  ?" 
fays  his  Grandmother,  falling  into  a  frefh  Paffion  with 
him  for  his  Misfortune.     Slie,  however,  pra)^ed  the 
Almighty  to  forgive  the  poor  Child,  and  to  correct 
him  no  further  ;   ''  For  that  She  had  forgiven  him.'* 
Vice  is  ufually  followed  by  Misfortunes  :  Evil  Do- 
ings, both  in  a  Nation  and  in  the  Individuals  of  a  Na- 
tion,   produce  evil  Confcquences   and   punifh  thcm- 
felves.     Debauchery  brings  Difeafes,  as  Idlenefs  and 
Profufion  do  P-enury.     That  all  Evil  is  difpleafing  to 
God,  we  all  know,  and  he  is  no  Refpefter  of  Per- 
fons.     Doubtlefs  he  confiders   and  hates  Crimes   ac- 
cording to  their  Malignity  and  Degrees.     As  nothing 
can  hurt  Him,  it  is  probable,  that  the  Men  who  of- 
fend him  moft,  aro   they  v/ho  do  mod  Hurt  to  one 
another ;  that  confequently,  all  Oppreflors,  all  Perfe- 
tutors  and  Deceivers,  are  the  moft  odious  in  his  Eyes:: 
That  mental   Errors  and    erroneous  Worfliip,  well 
meant,  cannot  difpleafe   him  ;  and  that  Sincerity  in 
Devotion,  is   ever  acceptable  to  him  ;  that  no  Reli- 
gion but  that  which  plagues  and  punifties  Men  (as  all 
<3heating  Religions  do)  can  be  offenfive  to   him;  tliat 
Living  well,  and  Doing  well  to  one  another,  are  the 
capital  Duties  amongft  Men,  and  the  moft  acceptable 
to  God  :  That  whoever  does  thefe  Duties,  need  fear 
no  Judgments. 

As  to  Words  and  Profeftions  and  Symbols,  it  is  in 

the  Power  of  the  worft  Men  to  utter  and  perform 

them?  and  fuch  Utterance  and  Performance,  how- 

M  3  ever 
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ever  folcmn  and  feemingly  devout,  are  no  Proofs  of 
a  fincere  or  devout  Heart.  The  greateft  Impoftors 
are  always  the  moft  pompous,  pathetic  and  grave. 

It  was  a  rational  and  an  honeft  Anfwer,  which  the 
Oracle  returned  ty  a  State  of  Greece^  going  to  War 
with  another  Greek  State,  and  defiring  to  know,  what 
they  muft  do  to  make  Apollo  their  Friend  ?  ^'  If  you 
*'  will  but  a£l  like  honeft  Men,  and  fight  like  brave 
*'  Men,  Jpollo  will  always  be  your  Friend,"  replied 
Apollo's  Prieft,  tho'  generally  a  Lyar,  and  always  a 
Cheat :  Yet  in  the  Language  of  thefc  Cheats,  Hea- 
ven was  conftantly  interpofing  and  fending  down  Judg- 
ments, in  their  Defence,  upon  all  Lovers  of  Truth, 
who  profanely  laughed  at  their  Trade,  and  detefted 
their  Impofture. 

An  Emperor  of  China  was  fupcrftitioufiy  alarmed 
to  fee  a  Mulberry -Tree  in  his  Garden  covered  with 
Leaves  in  the  Space  of  Seven  Days  j  then  wither  and 
lofe  them  all,  in  Three  Days  more.  The  folemn 
prophefying  Bigots  about  him,  increafed  his  Panic 
with  a  doleful  Tale  of  terrible  Judgments  to  enfue. 
His  Minifter,  to  whom  he  communicated  his  Fears, 
and  the  terrible  Prefages  of  his  pious  Fortune-Tellers, 
calmed  his  Mind  with  the  Argument  of  an  honeft  and 
a  rational  Man:  "  Virtue,  faid  he,  rules  all  Prefages, 
*'  and  renders  them  Good  or  Evil :  Govern  your 
*'  Subjects  with  Equity,  and  nothing  can  fhake  your 
*'  Repofe." 

A  Pagan  Prieft  of  old,  and  Interpreter  of  Omens 
(which  all  Men  alike  mifunderftand  and  mifconftrue) 
would  on  fuch  an  Occafion  have  filled  the  Temples 
with  the  Smoke  of  Incenfe,  which  had  fignified  no 
more  than  fo  much  Air  ;  or  made  them  flow  with 
the  Blood  of  Viftims  ^  of  juft  as  much  Ufe  as  fo  much 
Water :  A  Popifli  Prieft  would  have  enjoined  Faft?, 
Proceffions,  Maffes  and  Penance  j  proper  Means  to 
make  the  People  idle,  fuperftitious,  and  Idolaters  of 
their  Pricftsj  but,  above  all,  Riches  and  Oblations  to 

the 
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the  Church,  frefti  Honours  and  Prerogatives  to  the 
Clergy,  with  the  Lives  and  Eftates  of  all  fuch  as  had 
offended  the  Clergy,  confuted  their  Lyes,  laughed  at 
their  Grimaces,  and  detefted  their  bold  Mockery  of 
God  and  Man. 

Such  are  the  Profits  and  Advantages  accruing  to 
crafty  Men,  from  the  Syftem  of  Judgments  ;  no  won- 
der it  is  never  dropped  ;  a  Syftem  v^hich  makes  Priefts 
the  Privy  Counfellors  of  the  Almighty,  the  Oracles  o 
his  Will ,  the  Heralds  of  his  Wrath,  the  InterceiTors 
for  his  Mercy,  armed  with  a  Divine  Claim  to  all 
Means  of  fupporting  their  Dignity,  and  executing  this 
their  high  Deputation  below  ;  a  Claim  to  princely  Re- 
venues, implicit  Reverence,  all  fecular  Authority, 
Eccleftajiical  Courts  and  Inqui fit  ions  ;  Powers  to 
crufh  all  Gainfayers,  and  all  fuch  as  prefumed  to  think 
or  to  dream  contrary  to  their  Standard  of  thinking  and 
dreaming  ;  a  Prefumption  which,  in  the  Cry  of  Craftf- 
men,  will  always  be  the  crying  Profanenefs  and  great 
Curfe  of  the  Age,  and  always  be  drawing  down  Judg- 
ments upon  the  Nation. 

This  Cry  anfwers  another  End,  equally  wicked  ; 
it  conftantly  ferves  the  outrageous  Spirit  of  Fadion, 
The  Decay  of  Religion  and  the  Contempt  of  the  Cler- 
gy, was  a  popular  Engine  in  Qtieen  Anne\  Time, 
employed  to  change  the  whole  Adminiftration  (the. 
moft  glorious  that  ever  England  had  feen)  and  threa- 
tened the  moft  deftrudlive  Change  that  ever  England 
could  fee.  The  Convocation  were  loudeft  in  the  Cry, 
and  drew  up  an  Inve6tive  againft  all  the  fober  Part 
of  the  Nation  ;  indeed  a  Libel  againft  the  Nation  it- 
felf,  under  the  Charge  of  growing  Irreligion  and  Infi- 
delity ;  a  Change  full  of  Falfliood,  Bitternefs  and  Ca- 
lumny ;  chiefly  compofed  by  a  lively,  learned  and  refl> 
lefs  Incendiary,  nurtured  in  Fa£tion,  and  hardened  in 
Perjury,  afterwards  convifted  of  Treafbn  and  banifh- 
ed  for  it,  yet  reckoned  a  Champion  for  the  Church 
againft  Religion  and  Morals  \  fupported  and  lamented 

2& 
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as  a  ConfefTor,  after  he  was  condemned  as  a  Parri- 
cide; and  adored  as  a  Martyr,  though  he  died  in  the 
Service  of  Rebellion, 

Yet  it  has  been  common  to  hear  this  Incendiary, 
with  all  this  complex  Guilt,  applauded  as  a  Paftoral 
Pattern,  by  Men  of  the  fame  Spirit ;  and  I  have  lately 
feen  a  Panegyric  in  the  public  Papers,  upon  a  dead 
Vicar  in  Kent^  for  having  ftricily  adhered  to  the  Dif- 
cipline  of  that  Incendiary,  and  thence  ihewn  himfelf 
worthy  of  fuch  a  Patron  :  As  if  Treafon  and  Perjury 
were  no  Stain  upon  a  Bifhop,  much  lefs  a  Difqualiftta- 
tion  for  a  Biflioprick*  Hath  there  been  more  abandon* 
ed  Cafuiftry  found  amongft  the  Jefuits  ? 

N  o  Wonder  that  in  a  Libel  from  him  there  were 
palpable  Falfifications  in  Fa£l,  and  not  a  Sentence  of 
fair  Truth;  yet  his  Brethren  concurred  irreligioufly - 
and  fa£lioufly  v^ith  the  Libeller.  They  were  moft  in- 
cenfed  againft  what  had  gained  Glory  to  the  Nation 
and  apparently  made  it  profper,  namely,  a  Toleration 
to  Tender  Confciences.  They  therefore  reviled  the 
Miniftry,  who  fupported  it,  and  mifreprefented  them 
as  little  better  than  Atheifts* 

I  WILL  not  charge  our  Preacher  with  any  fuch 
Intention,  when,  complaining  of  the  prevailing  Im- 
picty^  Blafphemy  y  and  undijguifed  Profanenefs^  ap^ 
p earing^  as  he  fays,  in  many  Inflames  ;  he'  adds, 
*'  how  deplorable  muil  the  State  of  a  Nation  be, 
'^  when  Men  find  Encouragement  to  provide  fuch 
^^  Entertainment  for  the  Nation  !" 

He  had  juft  mentioned  the  Burlefque  upon  the  Tt 
Deum^  which  was  not  encouraged  by  the  Nation,  but 
univerfally  decried,,  as  I  have  before  obferved.  He 
had  therefore  no  Caufe  to  deplore  the  State  or  Tafte 
€>i  the  Nation  upon  that  Score.  It  is  ftrange  that  he 
gives  no  more  Inftances  of  the  Prevalence  of  Blafphe^ 
my^  when  he  fays,  Blafphemy  sw  akus.-  The  mad 
Books  about  the  Trinity  are  not  blafphemous,  but  on-  : 
iy  the  difFerqnt  GuelTes  of  Men  about  a  Myftery, 

which 
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which  no  Man  can  explain.  No  wonder  they  eter^. 
nally  vary  in  their  eternal  Explanations. 

He  does  not,  he  fays,  condemn  -^  foher  Inquiry  in- 
to  the  Truth  of  Religion  \  but  I  prefume  he  will  take 
upon  him  to  judge  whether  it  ^^  yi^^r  <?r  no^^xA  readily 
condemn  it,  if  it  appear  to  him  net  to  befober.  It  will 
be  eafy,  perhaps  good  Policy,  to  call  it  ludicrous  and 
profane,  though  the  Author  meant  fmcerely,  and  ftu- 
died  Decency.  Suppofe  the  Objedlions  be  ever  fo 
candid  and  flrong  ;  will  a  Zealot  like  them  the  better 
for  that  Character  ?  Perhaps  their  very  Strength  may 
be  the  greateft  Crime  :  They  may  be  therefore  faulty, 
becaufe  there  is  no  Fault  to  be  defcried  in  them  ^  and 
they  may  be  punifhable  for  being  unanfwerable.  Cal- 
vin  needed  not  have  burned  Servetus  (and  probably, 
for  his  own  Reputation,  would  not)  could  he  have 
anfwered  him. 

Whatever  there  is  in  Religion  agreeable  to  eter- 
nal Reafon,  every  reafonable  Man  will  embrace  and 
defend.  Whatever  is  againft  Reafon  it  is  pardonable 
to  doubt  y  it  is  reafonable  to  examine.  Every  Man 
will  readily  confent  to  what  is  obvioufly  his  Intereft. 
There  is  no  Merit,  but  rather  Blindnefs  and  Folly,  and 
infinite  Danger,  in  refting  our  Faith  upon  Names  and 
Authority.  Implicit  Belief  is  Credulity,  which  fub- 
verts  Religion,  and  eftablifhes  Prieftly  Tyranny, 

Sect.  V.  The  Religion  of  the  Multitude  rarely  the 
EffeSf  of  Examination  and  Inquiry^  but  of  Acci^ 
dent  and  Habit,  The  mifchievous  Tendency  of  blind 
Belief 

UALSE,  fcurrilous  and  foolifh  Attacks  upon  Reli- 
gion, will  be  inefFedlual,  fcorned  and  fhocking. 
The  Many  will  always  have  Religion,  which  is  rarely 
gained  by  Inquiry,  but  generally  taken  implicitly,  and 
retained  by  Rote  :  There  are  few  that  have  not  fomc 
Syftem  of  Speculations,  which  is  Religion  to  them^ 

and 
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vmi  anfw^rs  Ae  Purpofes  of  Religion  to  Society,  as  it 
infers  an  Awe  of  a  fuperior  Power.  At  worft,  every 
Man  profeffes  Morality,  which  is  the  fer^eft  Demon-* 
ftration  of  having  Religion,  and  is  itfelf  Religion  i  ge- 
nerally found  the  pureft,  as  it  is  not  tainted  with  Su- 
perftition  and  Craft,  two  peftilent  Ingredients  that 
pervert  Religion  into  Farce  and  Intereft.  Religion  fo 
peiTerted  is  Jione,  or  worfe  than  none. 

I  s  -a  Papift  the  better  Neighbour  for  believing  the 
huige  Lyes  of  Tranfuhjiantiation  and  Infallibility  ; 
'sdn^VL  by  tJie  fame  Spirit  and  Authority  which  per- 
fuades  him  to  think  that  he  believes  Impoflibilities  (for 
the  Thing  is  impofiible)  he  is  led  to  punifh  and  de- 
ftroy  his  Neighbours  for  not  doing  what  they  cannot 
do,  or  for  not  profefiing  what  their  Confcience  ab- 
hors ? 

I  WOULD  much  rather  confide  in  a  Man  who  does 
not  believe  a  future  State,  than  in  one  v/ho  trufts  to 
Abfolution  for  gaining  him  everlafting  Blifs.  The  for- 
mer  has  the  Motives  of  natural  Honefty,  Credit  and 
Friendfliip  amongfl:  his  Neighbours,  with  Secuiity 
from  Starving,  Slripes  and  Infamy,  to  hold  both  his 
Heart  and  his  Hand  from  Enormities.  The  latter, 
though  h^  believes  that  his  Sins  will  damn  him,  will 
commit  the  worft,  if  by  committing  the  worft  he  can 
induce  his  Prieft  to  abfolve  and  fave  him.  To  mur- 
der Heretics,  is  Merit  \  to  murder  an  heretical  Prince, 
is  the  hrgheft  Merit.  No  temporal  Reward  that  the 
Jefuits  could  have  given,  would  have  tempted  RaviU 
lac  to  have  ftabbed  Henry  IV.  of  France :  But  he  was 
efFe6tually  tempted  with  an  Aflurance  of  a  Retribu- 
tion in  Paradife,  which  no  worldly  Power  could  have 
offered  him. 

The  Religion  of  moft  Nations  is  rather  Chance 
and  a  Lot,  than  a  Choice  ;  much  lefs  the  Effedt  of 
anxious  Examination.  It  defcends  from  the  Parents^ 
like  the  National  Language  ;  and  all  Nations  think 
their  ow^  die  beft,  thojugh  not  mie  in  many  Thou- 

fands 
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fands  can  prove  it  to  be  fo^  even  where  it  is  fa.  Th^ 
never  once  d^ubt  it,  yet  pay  great  Sums  ro^  certain  Pb> 
foES  to  maintain  to  them  w^hat  they  are  already  fureo^ 
and  for  repeating  to  them  what  they  already  kn©w ; 
nay,  what  they  wotiW  kilt  any  one  for  calling  in 
queftion  i  or,  that  w^uld  change  them  with  queftioi>- 

The  Chriftian  Populace,  I  doubt,  wouJd  have 
been  moftly  Mahometans^  had  they  been  born  Ma^ 
hometans  :  The  Mahoinetans  would  have  been  EngUifl^ 
Chriftians,  had  they  been  born  Englijhmen  ;  the  Jswis 
i>een  pcrfecuting  CathoRca,  and  the  Catholics  perfo- 
curing  Jews^  had  their  Births  been  exchanged^  A  fete 
Grand  Monarqm^  if  born  2imon^  liugonotSj  in  fewer 
Life,  and  with  a  better  Education,^  would  have  been  a 
tealous  Calviniji^  or  probably  feared  into  Popery  by 
/the  converting  Dragoons.  Z)^7z/V/ i?^/r^^jr  might  have 
*"bttn  a  Cardinal  ;  Richard  Baxter  a  mortified  CapiJ- 
chin  y  George  Fox  Pope  of  Rome  ;  Archbifhop-  I^ud 
iet  kca^  Son  of  the  Kirk ;  Dr.  Sa^heverelz,  raging  Fa^ 
quir^  fcattering  Death  and  Damnation  i  and  our 
Preacher  an  accompliflied  Mufti. 
\.  It  is  impoflible  and  againft  Nature,  to  fettle  a  Uni-- 
formity  of  Opini^jtns  any  more  than  of  Taftes,  Faces 
and  Complexions.  Where  the  moft  cruel  and' wicked 
Pains  are  taken  [about  it,  and  the  moft  knavifti  and 
fanguinary  Inftruments  employed  to  effeft  it,  Succefe 
is  moft  notorioufly  wanted.  Cruelty  to  increafe  Reli»- 
gion,mars  Religion.  Violent  Methods,  ufed  againft  A- 
theifm,  make  Atheifts  (if  there  beany  fuch)  and  teach 
them  to  diflemble  and  to  hide  their  Sentiments.  Yoa 
trannot  confute  what  they  do  not  own,  and  they  con^ 
tinue  incurable  by  not  daring  to  confefs  and  to  reafon. 
The  beft  Men  often  bear  this  Brand,  who  feeing  Im*- 
poftors  impofing  the  hojy  Name  of  Religion  upon  their 
own  Purfuit  of  Power  and  Gain,  by  bearing  their 
Teftimony  againft  fuch  Impiety,  provoke  the  Impof- 
tors  to  render- them-  odious  to  Bigots  and  to  the  grofe 

Vulgar, 
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Vulgar,  Avho  always  believe  what  their  own  Impoftort 
tell  them,  and  never  fee  further  than  their  own  Im- 
poftors  let  them.  The  Cry  of  Craft  becomes  the  Cry 
of  the  Vulgar :  He  is  always  an  Atheift  whom  the 
Craftfmen  pronounce  to  be  fo  ;  and  then  Curfes, 
Dungeons  and  Flames,  are  proper  Punifhment  for  A- 
theifm. 

Where  is  there  lefs  Religion  than  where  Religion 
is  moft  awfully  guarded,  with  all  human  Reftraints 
and  Terrors,  by  all  the  Arts  of  Men,  and  all  the  Ma- 
lice of  Devils  ;  by  lying  Miracles,  ftupendous  Igno- 
rance, a  tame,  ftupid  and  zealous  Populace,  a  rio- 
tous omnipotent  Priefthood,  vefted  with  boundlefs 
Power  and  Wealth  ?  In  the  moft  Catholic  Countries 
you  find  pompous,  deceitful  Devotion ;  no  rational 
Piety  ;  no  Signs  of  the  plain  Religion  of  the  Gofpel  ; 
the  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel  difowned  and  extin«Sl  ;  the 
very  firft  Principles  and  Sources  of  Religion  fhut  up 
and  held  in  Chains  ;  Freedom  of  Opinion,  Tender 
Confciences,  Voluntary  Worfhip,  all  accounted  the 
moft  heinous  Crimes  againft  Religious  Men,  damn- 
ed and  punifhed  with  Racks  and  Fire  ;  Idolatry  the 
only  Devotion  in  Fafhion  ;  and  mere  Safety  in  living 
a  Sodomite  and  a  Murderer,  than  a  pious  Diflenter. 

Men  of  Inquiry  and  Penetration  cannot  be  Papifts , 
and,  finding  no  Religion  to  be  better  than  Popery 
(fince  a  Man  who  has  no  Religion,  has  no  Tempta- 
tion to  do  Mifchief  for  Religion)  fuch  Men  are  of 
Cuurfe  led  toiuards  Atheifm.  For  I  fincerely  believe, 
that  few  Men  were  ever  led  into  it :  An  eternal  Power 
cloathed  with  all  fuitable  Attributes,  is  evident  from 
the  Light  of  Nature.  Who  would  not  rather  believe 
tkat  there  was  no  God,  than  a  God  who  A'm^  or  de- 
lighted in  Cruelty  or  Folly,  or  impowered  any  Men, 
under  any  Pretence  or  Name,  to  cheat  and  inthral  all 
Men,  or  to  afilict  and  torture  any  Man  ?  The  Name 
of  Atheift  given  to  Men  of  fair  Characters,  noted  for 
Parts  and  Knowledge,  as  it  often  is  by  Bigots  and 

Knaves, 
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Knaves,  ceafes  to  be  odious  in  the  Eyes  of  many,  and 
becomes  fometimes  eligible  and  pleafing  in  thofe  of 
moft. 

Thus  Religion  is  baniflied  out  of  the  World  un- 
der Colour  of  fecuring  Religion  in  it.  This  Security, 
in  truth,  is  all  meant,  not  for  Religtoff^  but  for  Reit^ 
gious  Meriy  impudently  fo  called  by  themfelves,  hypo^ 
critically  by  all  whom  they  terrify,  and  flaviflily  by 
all  whom  they  bewitch.  By  this  felfifh,  cruel,  impious 
Policy,  they  who  have  the  AiTurance  to  fend  Mif- 
fionaries  to  convert  Nations,  warn  all  difcerning  Na- 
tions never  to  be  converted.  But  they  truft  to  the 
Lyes  of  their  Priefts,  and  to  the  Ignoiance  or  Credu- 
lity of  the  People.  They  dare  tell  no  People,  how- 
ever ftupid,  that  when  once  they  become  Catholics, 
they  muft  become  Slaves,  be  plundered  and  opprefl'ed 
to  fupport  and  exalt  their  Catholic  Perverters  ;  that 
they  muft  not  entertain  the  moft  rational  Thought  ; 
but,  if  they  change  their  Opinion,  muft  either  be 
Hypocrites,  or  burned  for  their  Sincerity.  This  is 
the  eternal  Fate  and  Difgrace  of  all  who  hold  perfe- 
cuting  Principles,  that  none  who  do  fo  can  offer  to 
make  Converts  with  any  Confiftency  or  Honefty  ;  or 
with  any  Succefs,  when  once  they  are  known  ;  This 
is  the  juft  Curfe  always  attending  Perfecutors. 

The  Mariy,  efpecially  the  mere  Vulgar,  will  have 
the  Religion  in  faftiion,  and  always  believe  that  to  be 
Religion,  vd^icb^^heir  Priefts  tell  them  is  fo.  Men  of 
free  Opinions  will  always  be  charged  by  Bigots  and  the 
Croud,  with  having  no  Religion :  Though  without 
Freedom  of  Opinion  there  can  be  no  rational  Religion  : 
Opinions  taken  upon  Truft,  as  they  are  void  of  Rea- 
fon,  do  no  Credit  to  Religion,  nor  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived, much  lefs  reverenced,  for  fuch. 

It  is  therefore  a  Liberty  belonging  to  all  Men,  to 
examine  by  Reafon  what  is  propofed  to  them  for  Reli- 
gion :  If  they  find  it  true,  they  will  embrace  it ;  if  it 
appear  falfe  or  foolifh>  they  ought  not.  It  is  repugnant 
N  to 
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to  our  Idea  of  God,  that  he  can  injoin  what  is  not 
true,  or  expeft  from  Man  to  aflent  to  what  the  beft 
Light,  which  God  has  given  to  Man,  cannot  com- 
prehend. 

There  can  be  no  Merit,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
great  Folly,  in  fwallowing  any  Notions  implicitly  : 
They  may  be  falfe  as  well  as  true  ;  and  he  who  takes 
the  Word  of  another  for  any  Thing  which  he  tells 
him,  may  as  well  take  his  Word  for  all  that  he  tells 
him,  and  thence  become  the  Slave  and  Property  of 
his  Leader.  If  we  once  give  up  Reafon>  there  is 
no  End  of  Wandering  and  Mifguidance ;  and  the 
Difufe  of  Reafon  encourages  and  even  invites  falfe 
Lights  and  falfe  Teachers.  Even  before  we  can  be- 
lieve God's  Word  we  muft  know  it  to  be  his ;  nor  is 
there  any  fure  Rule  to  know  it  by  but  Reafon.  When 
it  appears  to  Reafon,  that  it  is  God's  Word,  the  Rea- 
fon of  Man  muft  affent  to  it.  If  we  believe  it  upon 
the  Authority  of  Men,  we  can  never  be  certain  but 
that  Men  may  deceive  us. 

Thenceforward  it  is  not  Reafon,  nor  Reli- 
gion, that  governs  you,  but  they  who  are  Guides  in 
Religion,  and  may,  if  they  will,  make  your  Religion, 
a  Religion  to  their  own  Purpofes,  as  the  Popifh  Priefts 
literally  do.  You  are  then  abfolutely  at  their  Mercy,- 
what  to  believe,  what  to  fear,  and  what  to  adore. 
This  is  the  great  Source  of  Popery.  They  who  af- 
fume  the  abfolute  Explanation  of  Scripture,  are  in 
efFedl  the  Makers  of  Scripture  ;  as  the  fovereign  Ex- 
planation of  Laws  implies  Law-making.  Both  thefe 
Powers  eftablifti  Tyranny  at  once.  No  Papift  can  be 
faid  to  have  any  Religion.  He  fays  after  the  Prieft  by 
Rote,  and  is  the  Prieft's  Bubble  and  Slave. 

Such  Credulity  has  been  indeed  the  grand  Source 
of  the    moft  crying  and  defolating  Evils  that   have  I 
laid  wafte  the   Creation,  and   afflidled  and   enflaved  I 
Men  ;  the  Source  of  all  Idolatry,  pious  Frauds,  and 
Perfecution ;  of  Tyranny,  and  of  (what  comprehends 
them  ^11)  Popery.  The 
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Th  e  Pagans  adored  as  Deities  the  Hoft  of  Heaven, 
infernal  Spirits,  Beafts  wild  and  tame,  devouring  Ser- 
pents, Birds  of  Prey,  ftinking  Herbs  and  Difeafes  ;  all 
upon  the  Credit  of  lying  Priefts,  and  by  the  fenfelefs 
Force  of  Fafhion. 

The  Papifts  w^orfhip  Bread  and  Bones  and  Dead 
Men :  And  the  Impoftors,  their  Priefts,  v^ho  poifon 
and  bewitch  them  with  fuch  Trumpery,  Mifchief  and 
Nonfenfe,  as  if  it  were  all  real  Religion,  pafs  with 
their  blind  Votaries  as  Vice  Gods^  who  can  do  what- 
ever God  himfelf  can  do,  blefs  and  curfe,  blaft  and 
profper,  fave  and  damn,  and  difpofe  of  Heaven  and 
Earth. 

Ought  fuch  Blindnefs,  fuch  Fraud  and  Villainy, 
to  be  called  Religion  ?  Yet  have  the  Papifts  any  o- 
ther  ?  Are  they,  can  they  be,  the  better  for  fo  de- 
vilifli  a  Religion,  that  keeps  them  in  all  Grofliiefs  and 
Ignorance,  and  prompts  them  to  all  Impiety,  and 
to  the  worft  Barbarities  ?  Are  they  better  Subjects  for 
being  ready,  at  the  Prieft's  Command,  to  rebel  againfi: 
their  Prince,  to  depofe  and  ftab,  and  murder  him  3 
nay,  for  thinking  fuch  horrible  Crimes  to  be  merito- 
rious ?  Can  they  be  good  Neighbours,  who  hate  and 
damn,  perfecute  and  kill  their  Neighbours,  for  fol- 
lowing Reafon  and  Confcience  ;  and  worftiiping  God, 
as  God  requires  to  be  worfhiped,  in  Spirit  and  in 
Truth  ? 

Is  their  Religion  any  Reftraint  from  Crimes,  when 
it  prompts  them  to  commit  tlie  higheft,  and  abfolves 
them  from  all  Guilt  when  they  have  contra£led  the 
moft  hideous  ?  This  very  Power  of  Abfolution,  ufurped 
by  their  Clergy ,  is  a  Diflblution  of  Religion  itfelf, 
and  defeats  all  its  Purpofes  and  Influence.  What 
Criminal,  threatened  with  Damnation,  and  the  Gal- 
lows juft  expelling  him,  will  not  be  forry  to  be  fo  near 
Pain  and  Death,  and  unceafmg  Torments  after  Death  ? 
Yet  for  this  mechanical  Sorrow,  or  even  for  profeffing 
it,  all  his  Guik  is  difcliargcd,  and  he  thus  more  en- 
N  2  courapied 
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couraged  to  contracSt  a  frcfh  Score,  not  the  lefs  fecure 
from  being  ever  fo  black.  Still  a  new  Pardon  is  ready 
upon  every  new  Peril,  which  will  naturally  lead  him 
to  apply  for  it,  and  to  declare  his  Fitnefs  to  receive  it. 

Here  is  an  everlafting  Warrant  foi*  everlafting 
Tranfgreffion  \  and  every  fuch  Warrant  a  certain  In- 
citement to  Sin.  The  Religion  of  Popery,  therefore, 
afting  up  to  all  its  Principles,  iar  from  being  a  Check 
to  Crimes,  is  a  Call  to  all  Crimes  and  Immorality  ; 
nay,  an  Office  for  all  Mifchief,  all  Cruelty,  and  all  A- 
bominations  \  and  thus  dreadfully  may  every  Religion 
fce  perverted,  where  the  Priefls  claim  fuch  abfolving 
Power,  and  thus  abufe  it. 

That  there  are  not  more  Mifchiefs  daily  ftowing 
from  this  horrid  Fountain  (as  God  knows  there  have 
been,  and  are,  too  many  and  too  dreadful)  muft  be 
;afcribcd  to  natural  Impulfe,  to  innate  Tendernefs,  the 
Child  of  Humanity,  not  quite  extinguiflied,  nor  har- 
dened even  by  Craft  into  Brutality  and  Cruelty.  A 
Papift,  left  to  Nature  and  the  Rules  of  Honour,  is 
capable  of  high  Generofity,  Truft  and  Friendfliip : 
But  the  beft-hearted  Papift  under  the  Influence  of  his 
Prieft,  inflamed  by  falfe  Fears  or  falfe  Hopes  (the 
fironger  with  Bigots  for  being  falfe)  Heaven  opened  to 
receive  and  reward  him,  if  he  be  obedient,  and  Hell 
to  fwailow  and  burn  him,  if  difobedient  \  will  zealoufly 
facrifice  all  Faith  and  Friendfliip,  and  perpetrate  the 
Biofl:  inhuman,  the  moft  infamous  Enormities. 

The  nobleft,  the  moft  religious  Chara<3:er,  charged 
with  Hcrefy,  is  horrible  to  all  who  are  taught  to 
hate  Heretics  j  as  the  Papifts  are  earneftly  taught  \  and 
^here  Paradife  is  the  Reward  of  deftroying  Heretics, 
<here  will  be  Numbers  ready  to  earn  it.  When  the 
Pope  had  damned  the  poor  pious  Alhigenfes^  the  Proto- 
martyrs  of  the  Reformation,  and  had  publiftied  a 
Croifade  againft  them,  half  a  Million  of  Men,  drunk 
with  Zeal,  thirfting  for  Blood,  and  urged  by  murder- 
ing Monks,  took  Arms  to   deftroy  thofe  Primitive 

Chriftian^. 
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Chriftians.  The  moft  vicious  and  profligate  Criminals, 
the  moft  abandoned  Outlaws  and  defper  ate  Cut-throats, 
were  the  keeneft  Adventurers  and  deepeft  in  the 
Slaughter,  as  by  it  they  gained  a  plenary  Pardon  for  all 
their  Sins, 

Could  there  be  a  more  awakening  Call  to  Man- 
kind, to  combine  together  for  the  utter  Extirpation  of 
fuch  a  hellijQi  Hierarchy  ?  Can  all  the  infernal  Spirits 
together  boaft  fuch  Myriads  of  Murders,  fuch  fuc- 
cefsful  Outrages  againft  Men  and  the  Creation,  in  a 
Thoufand  Years,  as  the  more  infernal  Spirit  of  Popery 
has  produced  and  gloried  in,  every  Century  ?  Yet  fo 
blinding  is  Superftition,  fo  bewitching  is  Prieftcraft, 
that  the  Father  of  the  Affaflins  of  Chriftians  was  re- 
verenced as  the  Father  of  Chriftendom,  and  adored 
like  a  God :  Rome^  the  Sink  of  Abominations,, 
the  Seminary  of  Frauds,  Sodomy,  Cruelty  and  Ty- 
ranny, paffed  for  the  Holy  City.  What  Mockery  of 
God  !  what  Infatuation  in  Men  ! 

Could  the  Want  of  Religion  have  thus  intoxicated,- 
thus  enflaved,  thus  butchered  Mankind,  thus  defaced 
the  Creation,  thus  maftered  or  banifhed  Reafon  ?  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  greateft  Difturbers  and  Pefts 
of  the  World,  have  been  fo  from  want  of  Religion. 
Moft  of  them  were  Slaves  to  Superftition,  Tyrants  to 
their  Fellow-Creatures,  fome  of  them  Sacrificers  of 
Men ;  and,  which  is  much  the  fame  Thing,  moft  of 
them  Perfecutors  of  Confcience, 

FERDINANDO  the  Catholic  had  great  Zeal,, 
without  common  Honefty.  Philip  IL  was  drenched 
in  Perfidy,  Inceft  and  Blood  ;  a  bigotted  Papift,  an 
implacable  Enemy  to  Proteftants ;  a  flaming  Patron 
of  the  Inquifition  ;  an  eager  Burner  of  Jews  and  He- 
retics. His  Son  made  his  Kingdom  a  Defert  by  the 
Expulfion  of  the  Moors^\\\s  moft  induftrious  Subjects,, 
not  made,  idle  by  keeping  Holy  Days.  This  weak 
Prince,  in  fpight  of  all  Warning  from  his  wifeft  No- 
bks,  gav^  way  to  Bigotry,  to  the  lying  inflammatory 
N  3^  Invcdtives 
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Inve£lives  of  the  Clergy,  threatening  him  with  terrible 
Judgments,  and  roufing  him  by  forged  Miracles,  par- 
ticularly of  a  Bell,  which,  being  a  good  Catholic,  rang 
to  the  fame  Tune  of  its  own  Accord. 

LEWIS  the  Eleventh  of  France  was  drunk  with 
Super flition  ;  a  Bigot  to  Saints  and  Relics  j  faithlefs 
to  God  and  Man  ;  a  Tyrant  to  his  People.  Whilft 
he  was  once  treating  of  a  Peace  with  Charles  Duke  of 
Burgundy^  who  from  eternal  Experience  knew  that 
no  Treaty  would  bind  him,  the  Duke  infifted  that> 
befides  the  ufual  Oath  on  fuch  Occafions,  Lewis 
fliould  fwear  by  St.  Claude.  Lewisy  who  would 
readily  invoke  God  and  Angels,  and  all  the  other 
Saints  in  Paradife,  to  any  Falfliood,  fiiewed  an  utter 
Averfion  to  forfwear  himfelf  by  St.  Claude.  He  had  a 
notable  Reafon  for  this  Diftinftion  and  Difficulty  : 
There  was  a  current  Tradition,  which  he  firmly 
believed,  ''  That  whofoever  fwore  falfly  by  that 
^'  Saint,  would  infallibly  die  within  the  Year.  '^  A 
Succeflbr  of  his,  wanting  his  Sagacity  and  Courage,, 
furpaffed  him  in  Bigotry.  To  prove  himfelf  a  com- 
plete Bigot,  he  a£ted  like  a  miferable  Politician,  by 
lightening  his  Country  of  a  Million  of  People ;  as  bad 
a  Neighbour  as  a  King  ;  a  perfidious  and  extenfive 
Ravager,  w^ithout  other  Check  than  the  Safety  of  his 
Perfon  ;  for,  though  he  was  lavifii  of  Blood,  he  had 
none  of  his  own  to  fpare. 

Had  thefe  Tyrants  wanted  Religion  (for  their 
Superftition  paffed  with  themfelves  for  fuch,  as  it  does 
with  all  Men  who  have  it)  would  they,  could  they^ 
have  done  more  Mifchief  ?  I  think  it  evident,  that 
they  would  have  done  lefs,  had  their  Bigotry  been  lefs» 
Bigotry  juftifies  every  Iniquity  :  Abfolution  difeharges 

Number 
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Number  XXVL     The  free Vfe  of  Reafon  the  leji 
Cure  for  Bigotry^  and  the  Violence  of  Enthuftafm. 

T  KNOW  no  poffible  Harm  that  the  free  Exercife 
^  of  Reafon  can  do  to  the  World.  It  may,  it  muft, 
on  the  contrary,  do  much  Good.  It  is  the  Perverfion 
of  it  that  only  can  do  Hurt ;  but  ftill  the  Cure  is  ta 
be  found  in  itfelf :  And  the  Abufe  of  it  does  not 
condemn  it.  What  has  been  more  abufed  and  per- 
verted than  Religion,  chiefly  by  the  profeffed  Teach- 
ers of  Religion  ?  Now,  whether  Religion  perverted > 
or  Reafon  perverted,  do  moft  Mifchief,  let  the  Ob- 
fervationofall  Men,  and  the  Experience  of  all  Times, 
declare. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  the  Thing,  methinks,  may  be 
decided.  The  Many  are  never  Free-thinkers.  The 
Tribe  of  Felons,  of  Robbers  and  Murderers,  never  are : 
They  generally  live  in  the  common  Profeffion,  and 
die  in  the  common  Devotion.  Where  Reafon  is  moft 
ft  retched  it  never  can  produce  the  Evils  which  pious 
Craft,  particularly  Absolution  and  facerdotal  Power, 
have  conftantly  produced. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  all  the  noted  Railers  againft 
Reafon  and  Free  Inquiry  into  Things  Religious,  have 
been  undifcerning  Bigots,  or  interefted  and  defigning 
Impoftors,  Perfecutors  of  Confcience,  and  fuch  who 
would  monopolize  the  Rule  of  Confcience ;  Laud  with 
his  hot  heated  Brethren  and  Followers ,  Sheldon  and 
the  other  debauched  Court-clergy  after  the  Reftora- 
tion  j  fuch  four  Men  as  Dr.  Souths  and  fuch  crazy 
ones  as  Dr.  Safcheverel^  fince  the  Revolution :  Whilft 
all  the  great  Men  and  great  Divines  of  thofe  Times, 
and  of  all  Times,  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by 
their  free  Sentiments,  and  encouraged  the  fame  Free- 
dom in  others  ;  Lord  Verulam^  Lord  Herbert  of 
Cherhury^  Lord  Falkland^  Lord  Shaftejhury^  Chilling- 
worthy    Taylgr^     Tillotfouy    Cudworth^    Whitchcotey 

Bayle^ 
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Bayle^  Locke ^  Fleetwood^  Newton^  Trench ard^  and 
all  others  of  their  difcerning  candid  Spirit,  all  Friends 
to  Mankind,  all  hated  by  Bigots. 

Did  thefe  great  and  good  Men  ever  promote  Ani- 
molity  and  Strife,  for  Speculations,  Ceremonies  and 
Trifles  ?  The  Good  of  Mankind  was  their  grand 
Aim  and  Study  ;  the  Improvement  of  Reafon,  the 
Empire  of  Chriftian  Charity,  and  univerfel  Benevo- 
lence, the  Motives   and  Objefls  of  their  Purfuit. 

It  would  make  a  curious,  ufeful,  and,  I  think,  an 
eafy  Inquiry,  what  little  Good,  and  what  mighty 
Mifchief  has  been  in  all  Ages  done  by  Bigotry,  com- 
pared with  what  little  Harm,  and  what  great  Good, 
are  necefl&rily  done  by  Free  Inquiry,  or,  if  you  will, 
Freethinking.  By  the  Witchcraft  of  Bigotry  you  fee 
Chriftians  fet  againft  Chriftian  ;  Nation  againft  Na- 
tion; Countries  enflaved  \  Perfecution  reigning  ;  Com- 
munities exhaufted,  flaughtered  or  ftarving  \  Learn- 
ing and  Liberty  baniflied  ;  theirChampions  martyred  ; 
and  a  few  gloomy  Tyrants,  without  Bowels,  grind- 
ing and  terrifying  all  Men,  without  Mercy. 

Freedom  of  Opinion  would   prevent  or  remove 
all  thefe  tragical  Curfes,  and  is  therefore  always  itfelf 
decried  and    curfed  by  thofe  who  do  or  would  infliil 
them.     Let  Free  Inquiry  take  place,  what  a  furpriz- 
ing  glorious    Change   would    appear    all    over    the 
World,  and  as  it  were  a  new  Creation,  the  Beauty  of 
Liberty,  the  Force  of  Trutli,  captivating  every  rational 
Beholder,  and  fcattering  their  mortal  Enemies  \  Monks 
and    Delufion,  and  every  Deformity  flying  ;    all    the 
Contradi(9:ions,   all   the   Cheats,  all   the  Terrors   of 
popery  difappearing,  with  all   the  Popifh  Trumpery 
whatfoeverj   infallible  Frailty;  a  Deity  of  Dough; 
ftinking  Relics,  without  any  Originals  \  Saints  with- 
out Holinefs,  often  without  Exiftence  ;    Objeds  '  of 
Worfhip  created  by  Carpenters  ;    travelling   Houfes  ; 
failing  Milftones  ;  talking  Stone,  and  dancing  Tim- 
ber 3  the  Inquifition  funk  in  utter  Darknefs,  the  In^     , 
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quifitors  trembling  and  feeking  to  hide  themfelves  ia 
cheir  own  late  Dungeons  :  The  Turks  laughing  at 
Mahomet ;  the  Catholics  at  his  Holinefs,  and  our 
Proteftant  Papifts  at  St.  Atterbury  and  St.  Laud. 

There  are  no  Freethinkers  in  Lapland  or  the 
Highlands.  Savages  who  make  no  Inquiry,  have  no 
Scruples.  Bigots  are  Savages  in  Religion,  and  the 
ready  Authors  of  all  Mifchief  and  Confufion. 

The  Ruffians  now  in  Arms  againft  their  King  and 
Country,  are  led  into  Rebellion  by  Authority,  as  well 
as  for  Pay  and  Plunder.  Common  Senfe  and  very 
fmall  Reflection,  would  change  their  Hearts,  make 
them  afhamed  of  their  Crime,  reconcile  them  to  their 
Duty,  and  arm  them  againft  their  Idol,  and  againft 
thofe  who  have  feduced  them  to  woriliip  him.  They 
would  foon  perceive  that  it  is  crying  Wickednefs  and 
Phrenzy,  in  needy,  uninformed  l^ountainers,  to  de- 
ftroy  what  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Kingdom  have 
eftablifhed,  and  over  and  over  confirmed.  They 
would  know  that  the  late  King  James  was  a  perjured 
Tyrant,  the  blind  Tool  of  Fran,ce  and  Rome^  and  an 
Enemy  to  his  People ;  that  he  had  robbed  them  of 
their  Property,  and  traiteroufly  broke  all  the  Laws 
that  fecured  their  Religion  and  Liberty,  and  Fortune. 
That  as  he  acSled  like  a  Beaft  of  Prey,  it  was  as  ne- 
ceflary  and  as  right  to  expel  him  as  to  expel  a  foreign 
Enemy.  That  an  hereditary  Right  to  be  lawlefs  is 
impious  Cant,  which  extinguifhes  Religion  and  hu- 
man Society  :  That  every  State  has  inherent  in  it  a 
Right  of  Self-prefervation,  confequently  of  combating 
Force  with  Force :  a  Right  exerted  at  the  Revc  lu- 
tion  5  and  'tis  Treafon  to  queftionit,  Rebellion  to  life 
againft  it. 

But,  alas !  the  very  Redemption  from  Slavery, 
procured  us  by  the  Revolution,  thefe  wild  Men, 
cheated  by  their  Priefts,  and  awed  by  their  Chiefs,  be- 
lieve to  be  Oppreffion,  and  commence  Rebels  to  over- 
throw public  Liberty,  the  higheft  national  Bleffing, 
l-  but 
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but  reprefented  to  them  as  intolerable  Slavery.  Un- 
der this  Blindnefs,  they  who  are  miferable  Vaffals  to 
their  Chiefs,  and  miferably  opprefied  by  them,  follow 
their  Chiefs  to  opprefs  the  Public  and  all  Men,  pre- 
pofteroufly  profefling  to  refcue  the  Public  and  all  Men 
from  Oppreffion  ;  A  wonderful  Contradiction  natu- 
rally arifing  from  a  Compofition  of  Infatuation  and 
Impudence  !  The  former  always  fwallows  what  the 
latter  aflerts. 

Were  the  unfortunate  furious  Clans  guided  only 
by  the  Light  of  Nature  (ever  extinguifhed  by  falfe 
Guides)  they  would  be  quiet,  contented  Subje£ts  to 
the  King,  and  throw  off  their  real  Tyrants,  the 
Chiefs.  Such  would  be  their  Happinefs  in  thinking 
and  judging  for  themfelves  ;  and  fuch  too  would  be 
the  Happinefs  of  their  Neighbours  and  the  whole  King- 
dom :  Such  is  theij^  prefent  Mifery,  Slavery  and  Re- 
bellion ;  fuch  too  the  Misfortune  of  the  Kingdom,  in 
blindly  following  the  Guidance  and  mifchievous  Tui- 
tion of  others,  who  ferve  their  own  Ends,  and  gratify 
their  Ambition  and  Rage,  by  the  Blood  and  Blindnefe 
of  their  credulous  and  bewitched  Followers, 

I  DO  not  remember  one  unprovoked  War,  or 
Rebellion,  or  Sedition,  raifed  by  Men,  who  thought 
for  themfelves,  and  v/eighed  Right  and  Wrong.  There 
never  have  been,  there  never  can  be  many  fuch.  They 
who  think  not  for  themfelves  are  no  Thinkers  at  all : 
They  who  let  others  think  for  them,  arc  the  blind 
Followers  of  others.  And  thus  Men  of  Craft  govern 
all  the  reft,  not  only  Fools,  but  Men  of  good  natural 
Senfe,  who,  not  exercifmg  their  own  Reafon,  cannot 
be  faid  to  have  their  own  Religion  ;  as  I  have  juft 
illuftrated  in  the  Example  of  the  Highlanders  :  ^1- 
bus  non  yudic'ium  non  Odium^  nifi  tndita  et  jujfa. 

The  fame  is  true  of  fuch  as  rebelled  againft  the 
late  King,  who,  no  more  than  his  Son,  ever  broke  a 
Law,  or  ever  oppreffed  a  Subjedl.  Apoftate  Priefts 
belyed  his  Reign,  blackened  his  Character,  incenfed 
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their  Dupes  and  the  Rabble,  and  blowed  the  Trum- 
pet of  Rebellion. 

The  great  and  ©onfuming  Curfe  of  Perfecution,  as 
wafteful  a  Calamity  as  Rebellion,  and  generally 
fpringing  from  the  fame  bewitching  Craft,  and  the 
fame  implicit  Credulity,  had  never  banifhed  Humani- 
ty, thinned  the  World,  filenced  the  Gofpel,  mocked 
God,  overturned  Religion,  and  affronted  common 
Senfe,  but  for  fuch  magical  Impofture  nurturing  po- 
pular Infatuation.  No  Man  would  have  hated,  much 
lefs  hurted  another  for  a  Miftake  in  counting  his  Fin- 
gers, or  for  a  Blunder  in  his  Fancy,  no  more  than  in 
his  Dreams,  which  are  the  Fancies  of  Sleep  ;  had  not 
Craft  told  Simplicity  that  certain  Damnation  attended 
fuch  heinous  involuntary  Errors. 

Transubstantiation,  and  other  Pofitions, 
equally  impoffible  to  be  true,  never  to  be  explained, 
therefore  never  to  be  believed,  were  yet  made  Articles 
of  Faith  j  fuch  Articles  as  none  but  Flypocrites  or 
Fools  could  fubfcribe ;  fo  that  they  who  had  leaft 
Religion  had  moft  Orthodoxy  ;  and  fuch  Articles  as 
they  who  had  moft  Confcience,  or  any,  were  burned 
for  not  fubfcribing ;  fo  that  fuch  as  had  leaft  Ortho- 
doxy, had  moft  Religion. 

The  Light  of  Nature  never  taught  any  Man  to 
plague  another  for  living  under  a  different  Roof  on  a 
Sunday^  no  more  than  any  other  Day,  or  for  his  diffe- 
rent Pofture  at  Dinner,  or  for  eating  none,  or  for 
eating  Apples  inftead  of  Onions,  or  for  praying  in  a 
Barn,  and  making  no  Bows  to  either  End  of  it.  But 
Catholic  Guides,  who  put  out  the  natural  Sight  of 
Man,  to  make  Men  fee  clearer,  firft  intoxicated  Man- 
kind, then  domineering  over  them,  have  fet  City  a- 
gainft  City,  Neighbour  againft  Neighbour,  the  Son 
againft  the  Father  ;  and.  in  the  Name  of  Charity  made 
Men  cut  one  another's  Throats. 

The  great  Obftacle  and  Terror  of  the  Catholic 
Impoftorsj  is  Freedom  of  Inquiry,  which  implies  the 

Strength 
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Strength  and  Exercife  of  Reafon  :  A  formidable  Foe 
indeed  !  No  wonder  they  are  for  ever  attacking  it, 
and  for  ever  trying  to  weaken  and  deftroy  it,  by 
all  the  Arts  of  Calumny,  all  the  Efforts  of  Malice.  By 
implicite  Belief,  without  Examination,  the  Catholic 
Impoftors  reign  and  profper,  and  Catholic  Communi- 
ties are  kept  in  grofs  Ignorance,  heavy  Chains  and  ut- 
ter Mifery. 

Number  XXVII.  To  what  I  have /aid  above  upon 
the  ExceJJes  andUnchriJIian  Spirit  of  the  Clergy  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.  /  Jhall  add  the  fol- 
lowing Ohfervations  upon  their  incredible  Canon^  in^ 
joining  an  Oath  to  an  Et  Caetera. 

^  HE  Englijh  Convocation  at  that  Time,  amongft 
-^  their  other  Antichriftian  Meafures,  fcarce  cre- 
dible, too  wicked  for  the  wicked  eft  Tyrants  and  Per- 
fecutors  till  then,  injoined  an  Oath,  by  which,  befides 
other  Extravagancies,  all  Minifters  were  to  fwear  to 
an  Et  Cater  a.  You  were  to  fwear  '^  never  to  con- 
*'  fent  to  an  Alteration  of  the  prefent  Government 
*^  of  the  Church  by  Archbifhops,  Bifhops,  Deans^ 
*'  Archdeacons,  Et  Catera,^^  If  you  refufed  this 
monftrous  Oath,  you  wer^  to  be  forfeited  and 
ftarved. 

Strange,  unchriftian  Proceedings  !  Could  there 
be  greater  Injuftice,  indeed  greater  Folly,  than  for  the 
King  to  confirm  it  ?  It  was  not  only  an  Oath,  which 
no  Man  of  ftri6t  Confcience  could  take,  "  to  fwear 
to  he  knew  not  what  ;  '*  but  by  it  the  King  gave  up 
his  Power  and  Supremacy.  It  was  the  King  and  Par- 
liament that  made  and  confeqaently  governed  the 
Church  ;  fo  that  in  agreeing  to  this  Canon  and  Oath, 
he  gave  away  his  own  Prerogative,  and  facrificed  the 
Rights  and  Power  of  Parliament,  as  he  had  indeed 
Parliaments  themfelves.  It  was  encouraging  univeifal 
Perjury ;  as  it  certainly  is  fuch,  to  fwear  at  random  to 
what  is  not  explained,  nor  even  exprelTed.    It  was 
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forcing  Men  to  fwear  to  what  they  difliked  or  might 
come  to  diflike,  and  never  to  change  what  many 
thought  grievous  and  even  finful.  It  was  taking  an 
Oath  to  refift  King  and  Parliament,  whenever  they, 
who  hzd  formed  the  Church,  fliould  attempt  to  change 
or  reform  it.  It  was  engaging  by  an  Oath  to  be  Re- 
bels, whenever  the  Supreme  Pov/er  fhouid  alter  or 
intermeddle  in  Church-Matters.  It  was  giving  up  the 
Right  of  the  Subject:  to  petition  for  Redrefs  of  Grie- 
vance, at  a  Time  when  the  Adminiftration  of  the 
Church  was  one  of  the  principal  Grievances  of  the 
Nation:  A  Grievance  fo  fharp,  fo  general,  and  fo 
refented,  that  the  Motion  to  im.peach  Archbifliop  Laud 
found  not  one  negative  Voice  *. 

The  Government  of  the  Church,  by  this  Oath, 
never  to  be  altered,  was  then,  and  had  been  long  op- 
preffive  and  barbarous,  and  the  Morals  as  well  as 
the  Doftrines  of  many  of  the  Clergy,  very  fhocking. 
Could  thefe  Men,  fo  fond  of  afTuming  a  Divine  Right, 
he  faid  to  feel  the  fmalleft  Influence  of  the  Divine 
Spirit  amongft  them,  whilfl:  they  were  indulging  their 
Pride  and  Paffion  againft  the  fobereft  and  nioft  ferious 
Chriftians,  reproaching  them,  and  expcfing  them  to 
popular  Hate,  to  Fines,  Prifons,  and  the  Want  of 
Bread,  all  for  a  Ceremony,  a  Poflure,  or  a  Garment  ? 
Could  Truth  or  Virtue  be  found  in  thofe  Men,  who 
juftified  Falflioods  out  of  the  Divine  Vv  ord  \  told  the 
King,  who  was  fworn  to  rule  by  Laws,  that  he  was 
bound  by  no  Law,  and  damned  the  Subject  for  de- 
fending his  Property,  when  it  was  affaulted  againft  all 
Law. 

The  private  Manners  of  many  of  the  Clergy  were 
then  fo  corrupt  and  fcandalous,  that  the  Accufations 
and  Petitions,  and  Charges  againft  their  ill  Lives,  fcnt 
up  to  Parliament,  and  many  of  them  publiftied,  arc 
too  long  as  well  as  too  fliocking  to  be  repeated      I 

f  See  Lord  Falkland'^  Speech  in  Rupvjorth, 
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ihall  only  add,  that  it  is  hardly  credible  how  infuffici- 
ent,  how  vicious,  how  fupcrftitious  many  of  them  • 
were ;  and  the  more  fo,  the  more  conforming,  and 
always  the  bittereft  Enemies  to  Non-Conformifts. 

If  thefe  Men  were  the  Men  in  Fafiiion  and  Favour 
with  the  King,  it  is  no  Compliment  to  him,  or  them, 
that  they  were  fo  by  the  moil  peftilent  and  falfeft  of 
all  Flattery,  as  well  as  through  his  great  Weaknefs 
in  believing  and  careffing  them.  It  fhewed  what  beft 
pleafed  him,  not  the  Obfervance  of  his  Oath,  not  the 
Execution  of  lawful  Power,  not  the  Protection  of  his 
Subjects  in  their  lawful  Rights,  but  the  Exertion  of  a 
Power  without  Bounds,  againfl:  Law  and  Oaths  and 
die  Rights  of  his  People,  all  by  the  Perfuafion  and 
Flattery  of  the  Clergy,  in  Return  for  his  extreme 
Complacency  to  them.  Had  he  ufed  them,  as  he  did 
his  other  Subjefts,  they  would  have  convinced  him 
that  they  were  the  worll  Subjeds  he  had. 

What  was  this  but  a  Spirit  of  Tyranny  in  him? 
And  what  Sort  of  Men,  what  Sort  of  Chriftians  were 
they,  who  flattered  and  encouraged  this  Spirit,  fo  de-  ^ 
Urudtive  to  Chriftians  and  Men  ?  It  was  a  perfidious 
Compliment  even  in  them  ;  fince  whilft  they  allowed 
,and  even  animated  him  to  fleece  the  Laity  at  his  Plea- 
iiire,  he  was  not  to  lay  a  Finger  upon  any  of  their 
jneaneft  Claims;  and  they  claimed,  even  exercifed 
over  the  Laity  an  Ufurpation  equal,  nay  fuperior  to 
his,  not  only  over  a  good  Meafure  of  their  Property, 
but  an  undivided  Sovereignty  over  their  Minds. 

When  this  their  Spirit,  and  hh^  was  fo  apparent 
in  their  AdlionSj  as  well  as  in  their  Declarations,  how 
could  either  he  or  they  be  popular,  or  even  tolerable, 
to  a  Free  People,  daily  incenfed  by  both,  for  depriv- 
ing them  of  their  precious  Freedom  of  Body,  Pro- 
perty and  Confcience  ?  And  under  fuch  Circumftan- 
ces,  fo  much  SufFering  on  one  Side,  fo  much  En- 
croachment and  Violence  on.  the  other,  how  could 
fuch  aa  Oath  be  reliflied   or  received,  an  Oath  big 
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with  Abfurdity,  Perjury  and  Trcafon;  impoffible  to 
be  kept  or  underftood,  deifying  the  Handiworks  of 
Men,  and  deifying  the  Legiflature  ?  It  could  not  fait 
©f  giving  a  frelb  and  terrible  Alarm,  and  heightening 
popular  Difgufls,  already  extremely  high.  Nay,  the- 
Bifhops  would  needs  oblige  the  Clergy  to  fwear  to  the 
Approbation  of  Ship-Money, .  and  all  fuch  lawlefs 
Meafures  of  the  Court. 

The  High-Commiffion  Court  afted  with  the  Rage 
and  Inhumanity  of  Inquifitors.  The  Sabbath  was  vio- 
lated by  Authority  and  Royal  Command,  at  the  Suit 
of  the  Clergy,  The  fobereft  and  mofi:  holy  Minifters 
were  branded  with  the  Name  of  Puritans,  perfecuted 
and  turned  out  of  the  Miniftry  and  Bread.- 

How  little  Religion  was  concerned  or  aimed  at  in 
thefe  Pra6tices  and  Proceedings  of  Churchmen,  was 
manifeft ;  fince  hardiv  a  Drunkard,  or  an  Idler,  Non- 
Refident,  or  an  Ignorant  amongft  the  Clergy,  was 
turned  out,  tliough  many  fuch  there  were,  as  was- 
too  fully  proved  loon  after,  v/hilft  the  moft  learned, 
the  moft  exemplary,  diligent  and  moft  fcrupulous 
Teachers,  were  daily  difgraced,  ftripped  and  undone. 
The  more  Wealth  or  Power  in  Priefts,  always  the 
lefs  Morals.  It  is  then  not  Morality,  or  Knowledge,, 
or  any  good  Quality,  that  recommends  Men  to  their 
Favour,  but  Acquiefcence  in  Modes  and  Difcipline^; 
and  Zeal  for  a  Party. 

This  was  too  manifeft  at  tfiat  Time,  and  gave  in-*- 
finite  Scandal  to  all  fober  Men,  to  fee  Minifters  o£ 
Parts  and  Piety,  puniflied,  filenced  and  undone ;  and- 
fuch  as  were  very  vicious  and  loofe,  very  ignorant 
and  infufficient,  carefled  and  preferred.  For  Fafting 
and  Praying,  and  a  religious  Obfervance  of  a  religious 
Day,  Men  were  fubjecSted  to  Goab  and  Fines,  and 
the  Fury  of  the  High-Commiflion  and  Epifcopal 
Courts  5  perfecuted  and  undone  for  not  reading  and 
publifhing  Orders  for  profaning  the  Sabbathj  or  not 
paying  Worfhip  to  an  Altar. 

O   2:  ThJT 


The  Exercifes  of  Piety  and  Devotion  were  fup- 
preffed.,  fuch  as  Lectures  and  Afternoon-Sermons,  and 
Expofitions  of  Scripture  on  the  Lord's  Day.  The 
Communion-Table  of  Proteftants  was  turned  into  an 
Altar ^  conformably  to  the  Superftition  of  the  Papifts : 
Bowings  were  pra6iifed  towards  it,  and  recommended 
as  an  Efiential  in  Religion  :  Pictures  were  fet  up  in 
Churches,  with  other  terrible  Symptoms  to  the  Re- 
formed Religion,  and  fo  many  apparent  Advances  to- 
wards Popery.  What  availed  it,  that  they  who  made 
ihem,  diiavowed  the  Imputation  of  Popery,  when  they 
thus  purfued  its  Spirit  and  its  Practices  ?  What  is  Po- 
pery, the  dangerous  Part  of  Popery,  but  its  Idolatry 
and  fuperftitious  Rites,  and  chiefly  its  Power  ufurped 
over  Confciences  ?  Even  the  Superftitions,  the  Foole- 
ries of  Popery,  are  fo  far  formidable  as  they  tend  to 
introduce  Papal  Power ;  fince  Priefts  have  always  di« 
rected  Superftition  fo  as  to  profit  by  it. 

It  is  worthy  of  Obfervation,  that  after  the  Over- 
throw of  the  Church  and  Monarchy,  many  of  the 
Epifcopal  Clergy  not  only  figned  the  Engagement,  to 
be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Commonwealth,  as  then 
efebliihed  without  a  King  or  Houfe  of  Lords,  but 
printed  and  publiihed  their  Reafons  for  doing  fo.  In 
this  Proceeding  they  eafed  and  affifted  their  Confci- 
ences with  a  Diftinftion,  between  a  Government  de 
Facfo^  and  one  de  Jure,  A  Diftindion  againfl  Con- 
fcience,  and  of  great  Service  to  Fa£lion  and  Perjury 
after  the  Revolution  in  1688.  'Tis  equally  remarka- 
ble, that  the  Prefbyterian  Minlfters  refufed  fo  to  fub- 
fcribe  the  above  Engagement,  and  many  of  them  pub- 
lifned  their  Reafons  for  fuch  their  Refufal ;  yet  were 
boldly  branded,  after  the  Reftoration,  as  Republicans^ 
by  the  very  Men  who  had  fworn  to  be  true  to  thg 
Republic^ 

Number 
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Number  XXVIII.  Conftderatlons  upon  the  mifchU^ 
V0U5  Tendency  of  Libels  ;•  chiefiy  public  Lib  els  •- 

T  TPON  this  Subjea  I  expedt  to  find  the  more  Gan-- 
^  dour  and  Attention,  as  the  common  Danger  haS' 
ealmed  the  Minds  of  Men,  and  almoft  filenced  the- 
Clamour  of  Party.  Falfe  Zeal  and  Difaffe6lion  are 
driven  into  Cabals  in  Corners;  and  I  hope  that  com-^ 
mon  Senfe  will  be  lizard  in  the  Caufe  of  National- 
Peace  and  Union.- 

It  cannot  but  be  a  pardonable  Attempt,  toprerent- 
or  allay  popular  Heats  unjuftly  raifed^  and  induftri- 
oufly  kept  up,  fuch  as  turn  the  Head  and  inflame  the 
Heart,  and  weaken  Society  by  dividing  it :  to  remove- 
pernicious  Prejudices,  to  reconcile  Men  to  their  com-- 
mon  Intereft,  to  abate  their  Wrath  and  Difgufts,  in-- 
fpired  by  fuch  as  would  miflead^  them,  againft  thofe' 
who  never  hurt  them. 

If  their  Paffions  be  kindled,  and  their  Minds  rack- 
ed to  no  Purpofe,  or  for  an  ill  Purpofe,  are  not  the- 
Authors  of  fuch  Pain  and  Difquiet  to  be  confidered' 
by  them  as  dangerous  Seducers  and  Firebrands,  who^ 
would  gain  Credit  or  Profit  at  their  Expence,  govera 
them  by  impofing  upon  them,  teaz€  them  with  falfe- 
Fears  and  Information,  and  difturb  the  Public  for  pri- 
vate Ends?  It  is  not  for  the  Credit  of  any  Man,  tO' 
defame  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  becaufe  a  Libel- 
ler bids  him,  and  to  regard  his  Character  and  Audio-- 
rity  more  than  thofe  of  the  Legiflature, 

One  who  lives,  by  a  Paper,  or  ilrives  to  ferve  the 
Views  of  a  Fa£liofl  hy  it c,  will  be  apt  to  confider,  not' 
what  is  true  and  right,  but  what  is  taking  and  gainful;; 
and  under  the  Temptation  of  multiplying   Lyes,  to 
multiply  Loaves  and  Readers^     If  it  be  popular  to  rail^ 
at  public  Men  and  public  Meafures,  it  cannot  be  ex-^ 
pecSted  that  he  will  take  the  unpopular  Side  and  make 
their  Panegyric,  even  when  they  moft  defcrve  it,-  It- 
O  3  h^ 
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is  more  probable,  that  he  will  rail  at  their  beft  AftI* 
ons,  if  their  beft  Adions  be  ill  underftood,  and  there* 
fore  unpopular,  and  will  ftudy  to  make  them  fo,  if 
in  doing  it  he  can  but  raife  the  Name  and  Sale  of  his 
Paper. 

This  generally  is  the  Policy  and  Temper  of  fuch 
Writers.  They  are  the  Swlfs  of  Intereft  and  Party, 
and  with  loud  Pretences  to  Independency,  are  Slaves 
to  the  popular  Cry,  Slaves  to  their  own  PaffionSj. 
Slaves  to  a  Spirit  of  their  own  raifmg  or  foftering. 
What  Party- writer  dare,  if  he  would,  do  Juftice  to 
a  worthy  Chara6ter  obnoxious  to  his  Party,  or  own 
that  there  are  tany  fuch  ?  What  mercenary  Writer 
will  venture  to  tell  any  Truth,  v/hich  is  likely  to 
fink  the  Sale  of  his  Paper,  or  to  fmother  any  fafe  Fal« 
fification  which  tends  to  raife  it  ?  It  is  the  great  Drifts 
therefore  the  conftant  Practice^  of  both  Sorts,  to  hu- 
mour their  Readers,  to  incenfe  and  miflead  them ; 
to  magnify  their  own  Favourites,  to  blacken  and  tra- 
duce their  Opponents,  to  fee  nothing  but  Excellency 
and  Merit  in  the  former,  to  allow  nothing  but  Folly 
ox  Malignity  in  the  latter. 

If  we  were  to  take  the  Word  of  the  Examiner^  a 
very  witty,  but  very  unfair  and  bitter  Paper  in  the 
late  Queen's  Time,  we  muft  believe  and  wonder,  as 
doubtlefs  the  Author  meant  his  Readers  fhould,  that 
Lord  Cowper  had  ftarted  at  once  from  an  Attorney's 
Clerk  to  a  Lord  Chancellor;  from  tranfcribing  Briefs^ 
to  keep  the  Great  Seal,  and  to  prefide  on  the  Bench ;. 
that  a  Page  was  converted  into  a  Captain-Generalj 
and  that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  had  been  raifed 
from  carrying  Ns  Matter's  Train,  to  the  Command 
of  the  Confederate  Army.  IVe  have  feeriy  fays  that 
lively  Writer,  mentioning,  or  rather  inventing  the 
Vi^ild  Marvels  of  the  Whig  Miniftry,  who  were  to  he 
reprefented  as  having  done  nothing  but  what  was  wild 
and  marvellous;  We  have feen  Footmen  remov' d from 
hehhid  the  Coach  into  ih^  Jnfide^  and  ih^  Livery  left 


nff for  the  lacd  Coat,  Princes  have  been  made  out  of 
Pages^  Chancellors  out  of  Clerks^  and  the  White  Staff 
and  blue  Ribbon  befiovu  d  as  Play-Things  upon  the 
Laquey  and  By-blow  *. 

Was  this  Author  to  be  credited  in  recounting  any 
Party-Matter,  or  in  drawing  any  Party-Charader? 
He  might  with  equal  Truth  and  Confiftency,  though 
not  with  equal;  Policy,  have  informed  his  Readers, 
that  they  had  feen  Wonders  ftill  greater,  ''  A  Pres- 
'^  byterian  retrieving  the  Honour  of  the  Church  \.  a 
*'  Diflenter,  from  taking  Notes  at  a  Conventicle,  dic- 
'^  tating  at  the  Council-Table,  and  governing  a  High- 
"  Church  Queen,  by  the  Merit  of  his  fuperior  Zeal 
^^  for  the  Hierarchy  ;  that  they  had  feen  a  Barrifter 
^'  helping  the  Crown  to  an  Heir ;  the  liTue  of  a  Law- 
'^  yer's  Daughter  ruling  Three  Kingdoms ;  the 
'^  Grand-daughter  of  Chancellor  Hyde  holding  the 
'^  Sceptre  by  Hereditary  and  Divine  Right ;  a  God's 
*'  Vicegerent  upon  Earth  defcended  from  a  Wiltjhirc 
"  Juftice  of  the  Peace!'* 

Such  ugly,  or  fuch  ludicrous  Lights,  can  much 
Spite  and  a  little  Wit  throw  upon  the  higheft  and 
the  nobleft  Characters  ;  and  fo  eafy  it  is  to  make  an 
ill  Draught  of  the  beft,  yet  one  more  pleafmg  to  Ill- 
nature  and  Ignorance  than  if  it  were  juft  !  This  is  a 
Work  fitting  every  mean,  every  licentious^  Genius  ; 
^tis  not  ftrange  that  it  draws  many  Adventurers,  who, 
to  fucceed,  need  only  invent  and  rail,  crack  Jefts 
without  Wit,  argue  without  Senfc,  and  afiert  without 
Truth. 

This  was  literally  the  Undertaking,  thefe  literally 
,  the  Talents  of  Dyer  and  Roper ^  Co- temporaries  with 
the  Examiner^  and,  without  a  Grain  of  his  Wit,  as 
mwch  read  as  he.  Their  Ribaldry,  their  blunt  Abufe 
and  wooden  Satire,  had  many  Admirers :  They  di- 
verted Ale-houfes,  and  kept  alive  the  Rage  of  Party,^ 

•  Vide  Examiner y  Monday,  January  12,  171 2. 

which 
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which  is  too  eafily  kept  alive,  when  fuch  Wretches^ 
can  ferve  the  Turn.  Their  Reviling  was  called  Smart- 
nefs  3  their  perfonal  Rancour  was  Love  for  their 
Country  ;  their  ftupid  Guefles,  fhewed  their  Sagacity  ^ 
their  Forgery  of  Fa<9:Sj  good  Intelligence  :  Even  their 
Contradictions  and  Impoffibilities  were  fwallowed  as- 
Fads  and  Signs  of  deep  Forefight.  All  who  had  fo- 
nobly  and  for  (o  many  Years  fupported  the  Throne,- 
were  Enemies  to  Monarchy  :  The  Bifhops  were  pul- 
ling down  the  Church  :  The  DilTenters  governed  all' 
Things,  though  none  of  them  were  employed  :  Ther 
Whigs  were  bringing  in  the  Pretender,  as  thePrelatesr 
were  Presbytery.  There  were  no  Jacobites  in  the  three 
Kingdoms  ;  or  the  Jacobites  were  the  Queen's  befp 
Friends,  even  when  they  thought  themfclves  ftrong* 
enough. to  place  him  upon  her  Throne,  and  had  ac^ 
tually  attempted  it.  The  Dutch  were  our  worft  Ene- 
mies ;  the  French  ouv  trueft  Friends :  Popery  was  bet-- 
ter  than  Presbytery.  The  Duke^of  Marlborough  was' 
neither  a  General  nor  a  Soldier,  but  certainly  a  Cow- 
ard ;  liOrd  Somers  was  a  Sharer  with  Kid  the  Pirate  >. 
and  a  Lunatic  from  Oxford  was  the  Saviour  of  the 
Church. 

These  were  the  then  prevailing  Doctrines  and 
Pofitions  ;  this  the  popular  Syftem  of  political  Belief,, 
and  thefe  miferable  Authors  the  popular  Directors  in 
Politics.  Ought  not  fuch  Extravagances,  boldly  pub- 
lifhed,  greedily  credited,  and  producing  fo  much  Heat 
and  Delufionand  ill  Blood,  to  ferve  as  a  Warning  to 
all  People  that  can  but  read  and  remember,  how  rafli 
and  dangerous  it  is  to  truft,  and  how  much  they 
ought  to  defpife,  falfe,  hot,  and  abufive  Writers,  who 
fcatter  Calumny,  Impofture  and  Ribaldry,  only  to 
ferve  the  Intereft  of  a  Party,  or  their  own  Intereft  ; 
who  for  this  End  ftick  at  no  Abufe,  no  Falfiiood,  and 
even  torture  Fads  into  Falfehood,  and  Merit  into  Dif- 
praife  ;  who  advance  not  what  is  true  and  healing, 
but  what  is  mifchievous  and  pleafing.  The  poor  Peo- 
ple 


pie  are  always  their  Bubbles  and  Property,  and  they 
live  and  profper  by  deceiving  them. 

Nothing  is  more  to  the  Difgrace  of  fuch  Libels 
and  Libellers,  than  that  they  are  moft  loud  and  cur- 
rent during  public  Diftradion  and  Diftrefs  ;  that  they 
thrive  beft  when  the  Public  fuffers  moft,  and  when 
public  Diftra6lion  prevails.  Popular  Difcontents  are 
their  Nourifhment,  and  they  the  Fuel  of  public  Dif- 
contents, wliich  fometimes  have  no  other. 

A  FRENCH  Quack  in  London^  when  the  Plague 
raged  at  MarjYilles^  and  was  terribly  apprehended  here, 
fwore,  "  that  if  the  Plague  did  but  come  hither, 
*'  he  fhould  furely  make  his  Fortune."  Had  the  fame 
narrow,  unfeeling  Genius  been  a  Penman  in  purfuit  of 
Fortune,  or  a  Firebrand  of  Party,  he  would  have  re- 
joiced in  popular  Commotions  and  the  Profpeit  of  a 
Civil  War  ;  a  Seafon  when  Pamphlets  fwarm  moft, 
and  Inveftives  fly  fafter  ;  when  Fury  and  Uproar  pre- 
vail. Law  is  defpifed,  the  ft  ill  Voice  of  Reafon  not 
heard,  and  all  Enormities  are  encouraged  by  Impunity. 

It  would  furely  fpoil  the  Pleafure  of  a  good  Citi- 
zen, when  he  is  reading  any  lying  and  angry  Libel,  to 
confider,  that  it  is  written  purpofely  to  deceive  him, 
to  make  him  a  bad  Neighbour  and  a  bad  Subjedl;  that 
it  robs  him  of  two  valuabb  Things,  his  Time  and 
Tranquillity,  and  fuppofes  him  to  be  a  Dupe  and  iu 
Leading-ftrings. 

What  can  be  a  greater  Crime,  what  can  argue  a 
worfe  Spirit,  than,  for  Vengeance,  for  a  Penny,  or  a 
Place,  to  propagate  Difcord  and  Falfhood  ?  Not  to 
care  who  is  hurt,  or  what  Mifchief  be  done,  fo  the 
Author  be  gratified,  and  the  Paper  fell  ?  This  is  a. 
Proceeding  too  heinous  to  he  aggravated,  fcarce  cre- 
dible, yet  too  common. 

A  Public  Libel  admits  but  of  one  Alleviation  ;  I 
mean,  when,  with  all  its  mifchievous  Tendency,  it  is 
produced  without  Malice.  It  was  natural  to  pity  the 
poor  offending  Author,  who,  excufmg  himfelf  to  a  Se* 

cretary 
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cretary  of  State,  for  abufing  the  Government,  faic?, 
''  He  did  it  from  no  lU-wil!,  but  only  for  Bread/' 
Wjien  the  Secretary  afked  him,  TVhy  he  did  not  then 
chufe  to  write  for  the  Government  ?  ''  Alas,  my 
^^  Lord,  faid  the  feared  Calumniator,  I  fhall  then 
^'  v/ant  Bread,  for  then  nobody  will  buy  what  I 
'^  write." 

'  It  was  not  Ambition,  it  was  not  Ill-nature,  that 
guided  his  Pen  ;  and  if  he  did  any  Harm,  he  meant 
non:e.  But  when  Rancour  and  Rage,  or  a  greedy 
Spirit,  arms  the  Hand  of  an  Author  ;  when  he  open- 
ly defies  Authority,  belyes  and  blackens  thofe  who 
bear  it,  and  vilifies  all  their  Meafures,  not  becaufe 
they  are  wrong,  though  he  may  fay  fo,  but  becaufs  , 
they  are  theirs  ;  they  only  who  are  influenced  and 
mifled  by  him,  are  intitled  to  Pity,  but  he  himfelf  to 
jione. 

Monsieur  Patln^  an  eminent  and  witty  Phyfi- 
cian  at  Paris ^  who  had  long  feen  the  Falfities  and 
Calumnies  fpread  by  the  Writers  of  News  and  Poli* 
tics,  gives  them  a  Charader  fuitable  to  his  Indigna- 
tion ;  Genus  hominum  andaciffimiun^  mendaciffimunij 
<ividifftmiim  ut  Rem  faciant^  '^  A  mod  foamelefs,  a 
^'  moft  lying  Tribe  ;  moft  abandoned,  in  Purfuit  of 
*'  the  Penny."  They  indeed  rarely  confider  what  is 
Right  or  Wrong,  but  what  will  take.  Is  any  good 
Man  unpopular,  or  to  be  made  fo  ?  They  cry  him 
down  ;  and  then  let  him  be  ever  fo  able,  ever  fo  vir- 
tuous, he  is  guilty  and  foolifh.  Is  a  worthlefs  Man 
popular,  or  is  it  worth  while  to  make  him  fo  ?  They 
cry  him  up  ;  and  he  has  at  once  all  Merit,  and  every 
fine  Quality.  The  fame  Pens  which  libelled:  a  Ten- 
nifon  deified  a  Sacheverell, 

Is  the  popular  Humour  for  War  ?  Or  does  a  Cry 
for  War  anfwer  any  End  of  Sedition  or  Gain  ?  Does 
it  hurt  a  Man  or  a  Party  they  hate  ?  Or  does  it  gra- 
tify the  Men  and  Party  they  efpoufe  ?  Or  does  it 
quicken  the  Sale  ofaLihel  ?  They  are  prefently  loud 

for; 


for  War,  be  it  ever  fo  unfcafonable,  ever  fo  ruinous, 
and  inveigh  againft  all  pacific  Men  and  Counfels.  I» 
the  Sound  of  Peace  in  fafhion,  or  ferves  any  of  $he 
narrow  and  paffionate  Purpofes  above-mentioned  \ 
They  are  vehement  Advocates  for  Peace,  let  it  be  eve^r 
fo  premature,  and  the  Terms  ever  fo  fcandalous  %, 
They  then  vilify  all  the  Managers  and  all  the  Advan- 
tages of  the  War,  and  extol  all  w^ho  v^ould  make  a 
ruinous  Peace.  Is  the  Peace  folid  and  honourable,  and 
they  difpleafed  and  difappointed  ?  It  muft  be  fhev\^n  in 
Jiideous  Colours,  and  the  People  taught  to  hate  it,  and 
all  that  had  any  Hand  in  it. 

For,  as  all  their  Strength  and  Hopes  lie  in  the 
Credulity  and  Mutability  of  the  People,  they  alv^^ays 
appeal  to  them,  becaufe  they  are  always  fure  to  de- 
ceive them.  They  have  tv^o  fhort  Maxims  :  What- 
ever thofe  w^hom  they  diflike  attempt,  is  bad  ;  thoug^i 
it  were  to  fave  the  Nation :  Whatever  promotes  their 
Party  or  their  Paper^  is  good  ;  though  it  threaten  Na- 
tional Deftrudiion.  The  fame  Pens  which  had  incul- 
cated PaiEve  Obedience  to  a  weak  Prince,  barbarous- 
ly trampling  upon  all  Laws^  excited  Rebellion  againfl: 
an  able  Prince  ruling  benevolently  by  Law.  Could 
there  be  more  daring  Impiety,  or  more  fliocking  Af- 
furance  ?  And  ought  fuch  memorable  Aflurance  and 
Impiety  ever  to  be  forgot  ? 

What  could  the  People  think  of  fuch  miferable 
Guides,  or  of  themfelves,  for  not  detefting  them  ? 
They  indeed  reap  their  chief  Security  from  Oblivion. 
They  bounce  and  rail  for  a  Day  :  Their  Productions 
are  read  and  thrown  afide  :  It  is  forgot  that  every 
next  Produ£lion  of  theirs  contradifts  their  laft.  They 
praife  and  revile,  they  revile  and  praife,  the  fame  Man 
in  the  fhort  Revolution  of  a  Moon,  as  if  they  changed 
with  it ;  yet  their  Inconfiftency  is  not  minded,  be- 
caufe their  paft  Labours  are  not  remembered.  Such 
Labours  furvive  not  their  Date,  and,  like  the  Infe£is 
of  a  Day,  as  they  were  formed  for  the  Day,  they  die 
with  it.  Unhappily 


Unhappily  for  one  of  thefe  tranfient  Writers, 
who  trufted  to  his  Talent  in  well  timing  a  Things  as 
the  Phrafe  is,  a  Reader  of  his  caught  him  cruelly 
mangling,  in  one  Paper,  a  Chara£ler  upon  which  he 
had  lately  beftowed  much  incenfe  in  another.  This 
the  Gentleman  happened  to  remember,  though  it  was 
feveral  Days  before,  and  knowing  him,  afked  him, 
how  could  fo  much  late  Merit  deferve  fo  much  prefent 
Satire.  How  !  fays  the  Author  ;  have  you  not  heard 
the  News  ?  He  has  (naming  a  very  honourable  Per- 
fon  and  curfing  him)  "  He  has  taken  a  Place,  and  We 
*^  are  all  juft  where  we  were."  He  meant,  befides 
himfelf,  many  other  Candidates  for  Places,  who  had 
long  inveighed  at  all  Placemen,  in  hopes  to  remove 
and  fucceed  them. 

This  is  another  Tiamelefs  Practice  of  fuch  unfair 
and  paffionate  Writers,  to  reprefent  all  Places  as  o- 
dious  and  even  criminal,  whilft  they  themfelves  are 
thirfting  after  them,  and  only  rail  at  them  becaufe 
they  cannot  get  them.  This  is  always  a  proper  An- 
fwer  to  fuch  malignant  Railers,  and  ought  to  be  a  con- 
ftant  Antidote  againft  their  Malignity  ;  Nor  can  there 
be  a  greater  Difgrace  to  their  Readers,  than  to  be  at 
all  influenced  by  fucli  ridiculous  Prejudice  and  Rail- 
ing. Without  the  Eftablifhment  of  Employments,  of 
Places  and  Diftinftionj  no  human  Society  can  be  efta- 
blifhed,  no  more  than  without  Magiftracy  and  Laws. 
Both  thefe  imply  Places  as  well  as  Priority  :  And 
none  but  a  mere  Mob,  nor  even  a  Mob  without  In- 
toxication, can  dream  of  fubfilling  without  the  Degrees 
of  Higher  and  Lower,  without  Places  and  Inequality, 
and  without  Government,  or  dream  of  preferving  Go- 
vernment without  Governors,  without  Men  in  Place 
and  Office  :  For  the  chief  Governor  does  but  hold  the 
chief  Place.  Where  there  are  Laws,  they  muft  be 
executed  3  where  there  is  Authority,  it  muft  be  admi- 
nifteredj  nor  can  either  be  done  without  Hands,  with- 
out 
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-©ut  Minifters  and  Officers,  nor  are  thefe  to  be  had 
without  Support,  without  Places  and  Recompences. 

All  this  is  fo  plain,  that  it  is  almoft  a  Shame  to 
prove  it ;  but  it  is  a  greater  Shame  to  thofe  who  make 
it  neceflary,  and  no  imall  one  to  fuch  as  want  fuch 
Proof. 

Human  Paffions  are  too  powerful  for  the  human 
Underftanding :  Where  Difgufts  are  ftrong,  Rea- 
fon  is  weak.  When  we  are  brought  to  diflike  the 
Perfons  of  Men,  we  dillike  their  good  Fortune.  When 
we  come  to  envy  their  Fortune,  we  dillike  their  Per- 
sons ;  and  whatever  they  have,  whatever  they  do,  we 
are  apt  to  hate,  when  we  hate  them.  ^In  this  unhappy 
Turn  and  Imbecillity  in  human  Nature,  lies  the  great 
Encouragement  and  Strength  of  Libellers.  They  per^ 
ceive  how  eafy  it  is  to  make  M^  think  ill  of  one  ano*- 
ther  i  how  natural  it  is  to  wifli  ill  where  we  think  ill, 
and  to  fall  into  the  ilrongeft  Prejudices  for  the  fillieft 
Reafons. 

An"  ancient  Baronet  in  LtncdnMre^  who  was  fond 
of  Nottingha7n  Ale  beyond  all  other  Liquors,  thou^ 
no  Enemy  to  any,  yet  would  never  tafte  a  Drop  of 
it,  nor  bear  to  hear  it  propofed,  after  the  I^orJ  Chan- 
cellor Finch ^  who  had  made  a  very  juft  Decree  in 
his  Disfavour,  was  created  Earl  QiNottingharn,  From 
that  Moment  and  for  ever,  he  conceived  an  inveterate 
Averfion  to  that  Ale  and  that  Place,  and,  whenever 
he  mentioned  it,  he  called  it  in  fpite  Snottinglmm  \ 
therefore  often  mentioned  it.  '' 

We  ought  to  be  the  more  upon  our  Guard  againft 
hafly  Cenfure  and  unreafonable  Piques,  as  we  are 
prone  to  them.  We  ought  to  judge  of  Men  and  their 
Conduct  with  the  more  Caution,  becaufe  we  are 
apt  to  do  it  with  Prejudice.  This  is  the  Voice  of  Hu- 
manity ;  this  is  but  Chriftian  Charity.  We  fliouM 
read  all  Writers  with  Caution,  but  cannot  arm  our- 
felves  with  too  much,  when  v/e  read  Party- Writers, 
or  too  fcrupiiloufly  confidcr  their  Drift  and  Motives. 

P  EVHRY 
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Every  Reader  of  thofe  warm  Orators  fhould  afe 
liimfelf,  whether  they  do  not  fpeakyr^;//  the  Paflions 
as  well  as  to  the  Paffions ;  whether  Men  in  a  Flame 
can  reafon  candidly^  or  fee  clearly  ;  whether  an  angry 
Man  can  reprefent  fairly  ;  whether  what  gives  moft 
Offence,  would  give  any,  if  it  came  from  a  diiFerent 
Quarter  and  different  Men  :  Whether  public  Com- 
plaints be  not  often  breathed  from  Griefs  which  the  Pub- 
lic does  not  feel,  and  might  not  be  removed  by  a  Re- 
medy which  would  not  make  the  Public  eafier :  Whe- 
ther one  who  gets  a  Penny,  by  cenfuring  the  Miniflry, 
:Or  hopes  for  a  Place  by  a  Change  of  Minifters,  knows 
State  Affairs  better,  or  would  condu6t  them  better, 
than  they,  or  would  lofe  a  Penny  by  praifmg  them, 
though  they  ever  fo  manifeftly  deferved  his  Praife : 
Whether  one  who  coUeds  News  knows  more  of  the 
Condition  of  Chriflendomjthan  the  Secretary  of  State; 
whether  either  the  Dealer  in  News  or  in  Politics, 
would  hurt  his  Paper  by  generous  Truth  and  Obferva- 
tion,  or  would  not  rather  promote  it  by  Mifreprefen- 
tations,  and  by  ill-natured  and  random  Cenfure? 

Whoever  is  the  Author  of  Slander  and  Inventive, 
ufurps  the  Place  of  Juftice,  awards  Judgment,  and 
infllds  perfonal  Punifhment ;  a  mofl:  unnatural  Judge, 
governed  by  his  own  Evidence,  decreeing  in  Wrath, 
and  condemning  without  hearing  !  Cicero  obferving 
and  cenfuring  the  fcandalous,  perfonal  Invedives  al- 
lowed at  Athens^  even  upon  the  Stage,  fays,  it  was 
perhaps  '^  excufable  thus  to  lafh  popular  Incendiaries, 
*^'  and  the  Sons  of  Sedition  *  ;  though  it  had  been  flill 
^'  better  to  have  left  them  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
*'  Tribunal,  than  that  of  a  Satirift.  But  to  fuffer  fuch 
^'  Invc(9:ives  againfl:  Men  in  Authority,  was  unpar- 
.  *'  donable."  He  mentions  Pericles^  who  held  the 
chief.  The  fame  great  Author  fays,  that  to  vilify  and 
-depreciate  fuch  as  were  intrufled  with  the  Adminiflra- 

tion 

*  Populares  homines,  improbos,  in  Repub.  feditiofos. 
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tron  of  the  Roman  State,  was  an  Attack  upon  the 
State  itfelf,  and  confequently  liable  to  the  fame  Con- 
fl;ru6lion  and  Punilhment  *. 

These  fcandalous  Scurrilities  upon  the  Perfons  of 
Men,  intolerable  in  any  State,  could  not  be  always^ 
borne  even  in  that  of  Athens,  Even  the  Athenians^ 
fond  of  Licentioufnefs  beyond  any  civilized  Nation, 
were  forced  to  reiftrain  it  by  a  Law.  Horace^  no 
Enemy  tojuil  Satire,  obferves,  that  its  Excefles  upon 
the  Stage  were  fo  violent,  as  to  require  fuch  Reftraint, 
as  the  natural  Effe£t  and  Cure  of  Liberty  abufed  J. 
If  this  Law,  then  and  therefore  made  by  the  Areo- 
pagus^ cramped  the  Spirit  of  the  Comic  and  other 
Writers,  whom  had  they  to  thank  but  thcmfclves  ? 

It  was  high  Time  to  have  Recourfe  to  fuch  a 
Check,  when  Alciiiades^  for  want  of  a  Redrefs  from 
Law,  for  an  Attack  upon  his  Chara6ler  in  the  Poems 
of  Eupolis^  redrefled  himfelf  by  drowning  the  Poet : 
Terrible  Vengeance,  as  unjuftifiableas  what  provoked 
it,  but  not  furprifmg  from  a  Man  of  his  great  Spirit, 
great  Quality,  and  public  Dignity,-  expofed  to  public 
Scorn  in  a  wanton  Lampoon  !  Both  aded  arbitrarily  : 
Eupolis  fetting  himfelf  up  for  a  Judge  and  a  Doer  of 
Juftice,  affaulted  the  Reputation  of  Alcihiades  :  Juil 
fo  reafoned  Alcihiades  f ,  and  took  away  the  Life  of 
Eupolis, 

Thus  ended  the  inve£l:ive  Strains  of  the  Gjyek 
Poets  ',  and  ended  in  Difgracc,  as  they  had  been  ex- 

*  Majef^atem  minuere,  efi:  de  dignitate,  aut  amplitii- 
dine,  aut  potedate  populi,  aut  ecru m  quibus  populus  po- 
teftatem  dedit,  aliqaid  derogare.      C/r.  de  Invent,  L.  z, 

J  — In  vitium  libertas  excidit,  et  vim 

Dignam  lege  regi  — ~-  Hor.  de  Art.  Poet. 

-^  ■Doluere  cruento 

Deixie  laceiTiti.  Hor.  Epijl,  ad  Auguji, 
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Cited  without  Mercy  or  Bounds  §.  As  their  Licen- 
tioufnefs  had  been  extreme  and  fhocking,  the  Law 
"u^as  avv  ful,  and  its  Penalties  dreadful :  By  it  the 
Offenders  were  to  be  cudgelled  ;  nay,  cudgelled  to 
Death  f. 

MJGHI/lVEUs  Diftinaion  between  public  Ca- 
lumny and  public  Accufation,  will  always  be  juft. 
Accufation  infers  Fa6is  and  Proofs,  and  proceeds  by 
them.  Calumny  fuppofes  ever 7  thing,  and  proves 
liothlng  ;  The  kfs  it  demonftrates,  tlie  more  it  can 
invent,  and  charge  the  higheft  Guilt  upon  the  greateft 
limccence.  It  is  generally  addreffed  to  the  Vulgar, 
and  conceived  in  vulgar  Strains,  fuch  as  none  but  the 
Vulgar  can  approve  or  anfwer. 

As  the  Poor  are  apt  to  envy  the  Rich,  Men  of 
Ambition  to  emulate  Men  in  Power,  the  Unfortunate 
fuch  as  llouriili,  'tis  natural  for  mean  Souls  to  bear 
Spite  to  fuch  as  do  not  refemble  them,  and  for  bad 
Charafters  to  traduce  good.  This  Trade  they  eafily 
monopolize.  Such  as  they  rival  cannot  rival  them, 
and  therefore  they  are  unanfw'crable.  Language,  like 
their  own,  which  is  the  only  proper  Language  for 
them,  is  what  no  Gentleman  can  return  them.  No 
i?v'eli-bred  Man  is  a  Match  for  a  Scold,  nor  will  envy 
liim  the  Credit  of  excelling  in  his  ProfeiTioii. 

Number  XXIX.     The  SubjeSJ-  of  Libels  cont'muelL.  , 

*T"'HE  firft  Step  to  Knowledge  is  to  be  fenfible  that 
we  want  it  ;  and  we  muft  perceive  the  Ufe  of  it 
before  v/e  know  its  Value.  The  firfc  Step  to  guard 
ourfelves  againft  Prejudices,  is  to  be  fure  tliat  w^e  are^ 
fubjeci  to  them.     The  next  Refiefiion  ought  to  be^. 

§  Turpiter  obticuir,  fublato  jure  nocendi^. 

Hor.  de  Art,  Poet. 

.J. Formidine  fuilis 

Ad  bene  dicendum  redudi.     Hor.  Epijf.  ad  Jug, 
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that  it   is  as  unjuft    in   us  to   bear  Prejudices  againft 
others,  as  it  is  in  others  to  bear  Prejudices  againft  us. 

If  none  but  benevolent  7'houghts  were  entertained, 
no  malevolent  Courfes  would   be  followed.     Neigh- 
bours would  not  treat  Neighbours  with  odious  Names, 
nor  charge  thofe  Names    and   fuch  who  bear  them, 
with  criminal   Meanings,  which  are  confidently  im- 
puted by  one  Side,  yet  never  owned  by  the  other.  In- 
deed, the  whole  Drift  of  fuch  Names  is  to  promote 
Bitternefs  and  Strife.     They  are  like  Weapons  ofFen- 
five,  returning  Wound  for  Wound,  the  Reproach  of 
Fool  for  that  of  Knave^  and  Nickname  for  Nickname, 
A  Tory  is  a  guilty  Character  to  a  Whig  ;  a  Whig  is 
equally  fo   to    a  Tory  |  yet  each  is  pleafed  with  his 
own  :     They  differ  only  in  the  Conftruclion,  and  are 
guarded  by    ftrong  Prejudices   againft  making  a  true 
one,  but   fo  pleafed  with  fuch  Prejudices,  that    they 
would   be  forry  to  lofe  them.     They  find  Delight  in 
bating  the  oppofite  Charafters,  and  in  efteeming  their 
own  :     A  Temper  proper    to   perpetuate  Piques  and 
Fewds,  and  Proof  againft  all  Cure  !     The   Spirit   of 
Fadion  is  civil  Rage  not  yet  kindled  into  civil  War, 
but  ripe  for  it,  fupporting  itfelf,  and  annoying  its  Op- 
ponents by  any  Means,  however  unfair  and  barbarous. 
So  it  do  but  fucceed,  it  cares  not  how;  and  in   order 
to  it,  its  great  Aim  will  be  to  make  the  People  hate 
and  love  improper  Objedls  upon  falfe  Grounds. 

It  is  a  much  eafier  Tafk  to  raife  a  Party-fpirit  than 
to  lay  it,  to  inflame  th?.n  to  calm  and  extinguifli. 
Very  mean  Inftruments  ferve  to  excite  Mutiny  in  an 
Army,  and  Difcontents  and  Sedition  in  a  Community, 
fuch  as  the  ableft  Generals  and  the  wifeft  Magiftrates 
cannot  prevent  nor  ccm.pofe.  Two  common  Soldiers 
raifed  fuch  a  furious  Uproar  in  a  Roman  Army,  as 
threatened  the  Deftruflion  of  the  Commanders,  and 
even  of  the  Emperor  ;  nor  did  it  end  without  infinite 
Cruelty  and  Slaughter.  Yet  the  Incendiaries  worked 
up  the  Soldiers  to  all  this  Rage  and  Diforder,  chiefly 
P3  by 


by  aggravating  the  common  and  ncceffarvLot  of  Sol- 
diers, that  "  they  were  fubjeft  to  Duty  and  Danger^ 
'^  and  had  no  more  Pay  than  they  were  promitcd.''^ 
Afterwards  indeed,  to  feed  their  mad  Rage,  they  in- 
tented  many  Calumnies,  which  all  palled  with  the 
blind  Croud  for  Truth  and  friendly  Information,  and 
produced  the  Murder  of  many  of  their  OfHcers,  the- 
ableft  and  moft  vigilant.  Yet  fo  many  Viclims  not 
Satisfying  the  Incendiaries,  who  ilill  thiriled  fpr  more 
Blood,  efpecially  that  of  the  General,  one  of  thenx 
openly  charged  him  with  the  AlTaflination  of  a  dear 
Brother^  whom  he  never  had  ;  And  nothing  but  this 
Difcovery,  that  the  Aliaffinc'tion  was  all  irnaginary^ 
and  framed,  and  that  the  Brother  was  juft  created,  as 
well  as  jufl  killed,  faved  the  General  from  a  real^ 
one  '■'. 

All  Crouds,  in  Cities  as  well  as  in  Camps,  are^ 
credulous,  violent,  q-:Sy  milled,  hard  to  be  undeceiv-^ 
ed.  "Whilil  their  Seducer  is  their  Idol,  any  Man'^ 
who  vv^ould  difabufe  them  is  confidered  as  their  Enemy,.. 
and  in  dandier  of  bein^;  their  Victim.  Their  Preiudice 
Jo  blind  to  both,  and  teaclies  them,  that  in  all  this.. 
Folly  ai;a  Mifchief  tliey  are  well  advifed,  and  righte- 
6\.\^y  employed. 

The  drunken  Mob,  v/ho  demolilhed  FIcufes  of 
public  Worfhip  in  tht  late  Queen's  Time,  thought 
fuch  brutal  Im.piety  the  V/ork  of  God,  and  the  ciazy 
Ecclefiallic,  whcfc  Phrcnzy  infpired  them.  God's. 
h^ix  Ambaffador.  They  adored  this  wretched  popular 
I\ieteor,  and  hated  as  he  did,  and  becaufc  he  did,  the 
moft  amiable  Names  and  Cliarafters  then  in  being, 
all  ?noderate  A4cn  ,•  nay,  ModeratiGU  iXxciL 

N.i:ri^i-{ER  is  much  Art  required  in  .tiring  the  Ma- 
ny :  Eveiy  Societv,  evciy  CcnJition  of  Life,  will 
readily  find  Evils  and  Inconyenicncies  to  complain  of, 
Ivoilcs  and  Diiappointments,  pubiic  Calamities,    fevere 

*'  ^eii  Tacitu?,  Aniial,  I, 

Lav/S 


Lavv'S  and  Taxes.  W'hoever  rails  loudeil  ngainft 
thofe  Evils,  however  neceiT;iry  and  inevitable,  is  fure 
to  be  belt  heard  by  thofe  who  lie  under  them,  and 
W'i!l  be  reckoned  't!ieir  .fpecial  Friend;  .though,  far 
from  bringing  them  any  Relief^  he  only  aggravates 
their  Sufterings  by  teazing  aixl  probing  a  Wound 
which  he  knows  he  cannot  heal  :  And  could  fuch  as 
love  him  for  being  milled  by  him,  fee  through  his 
evil  Purpofes  or  Folly,  they  would  foon  change  their 
Fqndnels  for  him.  into  ano'ther  Paiiion,  and  bear  with 
Pa:tience  what  they  r?mj9  bear  be  It  ever  fo  difagrce- 
able,  and  they  ever  fo  r^ngry.  But  he  trufts  to  their 
Rage,  which  he  can  fo  eafily  roufe,  and  fears  not 
tlieir  Reafon,  wluch  they  fo  feldoai  ufe,  and  he  takes 
care  they  fhali   not. 

Human  Society  cannot  fubfift  but  at  the  Expence 
of  Particulars,  who  muft  part  with  their  Blood  as  well 
v;s  their  Money,  when  public  Want  or  Diilrefs  calls 
for  either  or  both.  It  would  be  a  deureabie  Bleilins; 
to  be   exempt   from   Taxes  and  all  public  Burdens, 

were  the  Public  fccure  without  them But,  to  be 

difchar[?;ed  from  them,  v/hen  the  Public  muft  fink  or 
pcrifh  for  want  of  them,  would  be  facrificing  All  to 
ikve  a  Part,,  which  yet  could  not  be  fo  flived.  Pericles 
told  tlie  Athcuia/is^  during  the  War  with  Laced cemoiz^ 
when  the  Plague  ar^d  other  Misfortunes  had  made 
tliem  tired  of  the  War,  and  uneafy  with  him,  their 
General,  that  ''  it  was  better  for  private  Men  to 
''  fuffer  when  the  Public  proijoered,  than  for  private 
^^  Men  to  profoer  when  the  Public  was  in  a  State  cf . 
^'  Decay  ;  becaufe  the  private  Ruin  even  of  thriving 
^^  Men  is  necefftrily  implied  in  the  Ruin  of  the  Pub- 
"  lie  \  but  when  the  Public  flouriiiies,  private  Men 
''  are  the  more  likely  to  flourifli/' 

hz  Sicknef^  and  Sorrow  and  Deatli  are  the  Lot  and 
Conditions  of  natural  Life ;  Impofitions,  Preflures 
and  Pa3-ment  are  the  infeparable  7>rms  cf  civil  and 
fecial  Life*     I'hefe  however  are  all  obvious  Tiiemes 
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for  Declamation,  for  tragical  Strains,  and  fine  FueV 
for  the  Paffions,  which  are  fo  awake  and  tender  upon 
this  Head,  that  very  coarfe  Clamour*  and  the  mofl 
abfurd  Orators,  are  able  fo  to  fire  them,  efpecialjy 
thofe  of  the  unobferving  Multitude,  too  eafily  incenfed 
with  the  Sounds  of  Property  and  Liberty,  even  whea 
moft  deceitfully  and  idly  echoed.  The  prefent  Pique 
and  Senfation  animates  them,  and  when  their  Blood 
boils,  no  great  Art  is  required  to  keep  up  the  Fer- 
ment. A  dull  lying  Libel,  or  a  miferable  Couplet  will 
do  :  For  the  prefent  State  of  Things  feems  alwa}'s  the 
worft  to  thofe  who  diflike  it. 

WAT  Tyler  s  chief  Argument  to  his  Swarm  of  Le- 
vellers, 'was  fuch  a  Couplet  : 

When  Adam  delv  d^  and  Eve  fpan^ 

Who  was  then  a  Gentleman  ? 
Nor  needed  he  any  other  to  convince  them,  that  they 
were  all  as  good  as  their  Betters,  and  that  there  ought 
to  be  neither  higher  nor  lower  amongft  the  Sons  of 
Adam,  In  the  Tumult  of  their  Rage  they  were  not 
aware,  that  if  fome  were  not  above  others,  none 
could  be  fafe,  however  obvious  their  own  prefent  Pro- 
ceedings made  this  Obfervation. 

It  may  feem  wonderful  that  any  Number  of  Men, 
much  more  that  an  Hundred  thoufand  Men,  fhould 
be  found  in  a  civilized  Country,  all  accuftomed  to 
the  Conditions  of  Subordination  and  Society,  yet  all 
at  once  renouncing  thofe  Conditions  and  all  Subordi- 
nation, all  agreeing  to  level  all  Diftinftion,  to  open 
all  the  Goals,  to  fet  free  and  employ  all  Criminals, 
to  murder  all  Judges,  Magiftrates,  and  all  Men  of 
Rank  ;  to  kill  and  rob  all  the  Induftrious  and  V/eal- 
thv,  to  deftroy  all  their  Wealth,  to  burn  all  Records, 
all  Archives,  and  Writings,  and  thence  abolifli  all. 
Knowledge,  and  to  cancel  all  Laws  and  Reftraints 
whatfoever !  Yet  this  Spirit,  raifed  by  mean  Incen- 
diaries, Wat  Tyler  and  a  few  moi-e,  feized  the  Com- 
monalty 


monalty  evcry-where  ;  and  the  Commonalty,  in  or- 
der to  remove  Grievances,  ran  into  Perdition. 

Grievances  is  a  Word  of  endlefs  P'.xtent  and 
Meaning ;  nor,  where  it  figiufies  any  Thing  befides 
the  Breach  of  Laws,  is  it  poffible  to  fix  it.  The  Im- 
prifonment  of  Perfons,  the  Seizure  of  Property, 
Taxes  impofed^  Lives  taken  away,  or  attempted,  all 
againfl:  Law,  are  Grievances,  and  dreadful  ones;  tra- 
gically felt  here  before  the  Revolution,  now  happily 
aboliihed  \  but  again  furioufly  threatening  us.  Under 
his  prefent  Majeily  we  fuficr  no  Grievance  which 
Law  forbids,  and  we  enjoy  all  Protefiion  and  Security 
which  Law  requires  or  Humanity  dictates.  One  of 
the  mofi:  threatening  Grievances  to  a  State,  is  public 
Ligratitude  for  public  Benefits,  The  next  to  it,  and 
the  Effect  of  it,  is  Licentioufnefs ;  and  both  of  them 
infer  or  prefage  all  other  Grievances  :  Ungrateful  and 
licentious  Language  is  follov/ed  naturally  and  too  faft 
by  ungrateful  and  licentious  Actions  :  Men  irom  fay- 
ing v/hat  they  pleafe  will  fcon  learn  to  do  what  they 
pleafe ;  and  the  one  is  often  intended  to  introduce  the 
other. 

There  were  many  public  Grievances  in  JVat  7y- 
lers  Time  ;  but  his  own  was  only  perfonal,  thelnfult 
of  a  brutal  Tax-gatherer  upon  his  Daughter  :  Yet  he 
became  the  Idol  of  the  Multitude  ^  he  v/as  regarded 
as  their  Deliverer,  whilft  he  was  leading  them  to  Out- 
rages, Poverty  and  the  Gallows,  and  under  the  Cry 
of  Oppreffion  was  promoting  public  and  private  De- 
ftruftion.  His  Followers  v/ere  too  blind  and  raging 
to  alk  him  or  themfelves,  ^'  whether  the  Rights  and 
^'  Liberties  of  Englift)men  could  fubfifl:  ;  whether  hu- 
^'  man  Society  could  fubuf},  upon  fuch  Terms,  by 
*^  the  Exercife  of  favage  Violence,  by  cancelling  all 
^'  Rights,  and  by  diholving  all  Society  ?""  We  may 
eafily  conceive  hovv^,  under  fuch  Rage  and  Infatua- 
tion 5  ilich  Foiidncfs  for  him^  and  Hatred  to  their  Su- 
periors, 


periors,  they  would  have  treated  any  Man  attempting 
to  fiiew  them  into  what  a  Gulph  he  was  leading  them. 

The  Confequence  of  this  mad  Infurredllon  was  a 
natural  one,  a  Croud  of  Martyrs  to  their  own  Folly,, 
and  a  wanton  Incrcafe  of  Power  to  tlie  vicious  Court 
of  Richard  II.  wantoning,  before  in  the  Abufc  of 
Power. 

As  the  Tyranny  of  a  Prince  is  Licentloufnefs  in- 
one  ;  Licentloufnefs  in  the  People  is  the  Tyranny  of 
All  over  their  Governors  and  one  another  ;  and  both 
Prince  and  People,  by  grafping  at  more  Power  and 
more  Liberty  than  they  can  manage,  lofe  what  they, 
have.  If  it  be  Madnefs  in  a  Prince  to  feek  to  be  law- 
lefs,  as  I  think  it  is,  and  do  not  remember  one  Prince 
finding  Happinefs  in  that  unhappy  Purfuit ;  it  is  rather 
more  Madnefs  in  the  People  to  feek  to  be  Licentious- 
Single  Tyranny  may  laft  fome  time,  and  often  does 
long ;  but  Licentloufnefs,  which  is  popular  Tyranny, 
muft  foon  deftroy  itfelf,  and  generally  leads  to  what, 
fcems  moft  oppofite  to  it,  fingle  Tyranny. 

When  All  are  Matters  there  can  be  no  Security,, 
confequently  no  true  Liberty  to  any,  much  lefs  any. 
Concord  amongft  aI4»  Some  Subordination  will  foon 
be  found  neceilary,  and  then  he  who  can  influenca 
moft  by  cajoling  beft,.  will  foon  come  to  fway  all.. 
And  as  tlie  Many  are  alwavs  blind  to  their  Favourite,. 
as  well  as  to  thofe  who  are  not  fo,  they  will  be  apt,  ia. 
their  headftrong  Partiality  to  a  nev/  Idol,  and  in  their 
furious  Antipathy  to  his  Opponents,  to  compliment 
him  with  fo  much  Power  (perhaps  more  than  what 
they  depofed^  or  would  depofe,  his  PredecelTor  for 
claiming)  that  the  fame  People  v/ho  before  thought  all 
Subjeftion  to  be  Slavery,  will  find  themfelves  Slaves 
inftead  of  Subjects,  and  probably  not  perceive  the  Dif- 
ference till  'tis  too  late  to  make  it. 

It  is  with  Liberty,  as  'tis  with  Power  :  It  is  al- 
ways unfafe  v/hen  it  is  exceffive.  The  fame  Limits 
that  feparate  Power  and  Liberty  fecure  both.   Liberty 
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is  Power  in  the  Hands  of  the  People  ;  Power  is  Li- 
berty in  the  Hands  of  the  Prince.  Unbounded  Liber- 
ty is  as  dangerous  as  unbounded  Power ;  dangerous 
to  the  People,  as  well  as  to  the  Prince  ;  and  there  is  as 
•much  an  End  of  Liberty  when  the  People  can  do  what 
they  pleafe,  as  when  the  Prince  can.  He  who  domi- 
neers over  his  Superiors,  is  as  much  a  Tyrant,  as  he 
who  does  fo  over  his  Inferiors  ;  or  more  a  Tyrant,  as 
the  one  only  abufes  his  Truft,  the  other  both  abufes 
and  ufurps  it. 

None  of  the  Turk'ijh  Emperors,  terribly  arbitrary 
as  they  are,  ever  did,  or  ordered  Things  more  extra^ 
vagantly  arbitrary,  than  the  ragged  Leaders  of  the 
Rabble  did  at  Conjiantinople  in  depofing  their  Jate  Em- 
peror, and  for  fome  time  aftervv^ards,  under  the  pre- 
fent.  One  of  them,  who  owed  a  little  Money  to  a 
Butcher  (for  a  Debt  from  a  Beggar  could  not  be  great) 
obliged  the  new  Grand  Seignior  and  the  Divan,  where 
this  Ragamuffin  was  then  Omnipotent,  to  invert  his 
Creditor  the  Butcher  with  the  Principality  of  Walla- 
-chia.  It  was  found  Advice  from  the  Cham  oiTartary 
to  the  Emperor  and  his  MiniRers,  upon  this  Occafion, 
to  humour  the  dirty  popular  Chiefs,  to  let  them  do 
and  fay,  fwagger  and  dictate  as  they  pleafed,  as  the 
fureft  Way  of  rendering  them  contemptible  to  the  Po- 
pulace. They  became  fo  in  a  fhort  Time,  and  then 
due  Vengeance  overtook  them. 

The  fame  Laws  which  intitle  the  People  to  Pro- 
tedlion  from  the  Crov/n,  intitle  the  Crown  to  Obe- 
dience and  Reverence  from  the  People,  whilft  the 
Perfon  who  wears  it  obferves  thefe  Laws,  Proportion- 
able RefpecSl  is  by  the  fame  Laws  due  to  all  the  fubor- 
dinate  Magifl:rates  and  Minifters  of  the  Crown,  who 
fquare  their  Conduct  by  the  Law  :  To  infult  them  is 
to  defy  Law  and  Juftice.  As  'tis  Defamation  againft 
the  People  to  call  in  queftion  their  juft  Rights;  'tis  de^ 
faming  the  Crown  and  its  Minifters,  to  vilify  and  tra- 
duce 
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duce  them  in  the  Exercife  of  their  Regal  and  Minifte- 
rial  Rights. 

Th  e  meaneft  Tradefman  has  a  juft  Claim  of  Da- 
mages for  fcandalizing  him  in  his  Dealings,  and  hurt- 
ing his  Credit.  Is  there  no  Crime  in  alarming  the 
Public  by  falfe  Impiatations  and  Calumnxs  wantonly 
thrown  upon  public  Couniels  and  public  Men  ?  Can 
Trade  go  on,  lays  an  induflrious  Citizen  very  juftly, 
if  Men  in  Trade  are  expofed  to  be  undone  by  Scan- 
dal and  Mifreprefentation  ?  No.  The  lowed  Tradef- 
man is  therefore  intitled  to  Damages  and  Amends  for 
Afperfions  upon  liis  Character.  Now  as  he  who  expedfe 
Juftice  fliould  do  Juftice,  would  it  not  appear  very 
unjuft,  and  even  lurprifmg,  to  hear  any  of  thofe 
Tradefmen,  fo  tender  of  their  own  Character,  afperf- 
ing  and  blackening  that  of  their  Governors  with  equal 
Freedom  and  Folly,  or  chearfully  liftening  to  thofe 
who  do  ?  They  would  profecute  any  Man  for  once 
treating  them  with  the  fame  Freedom  and  Acri- 
mony. Could  fuch  Traducers  decently  cvmiplain  if 
they  were  profecuted  foi  throwing  their  Invectives  up- 
on the  firft  Names  in  the  Nation  ? 

Can  there  be  more  partial  Dealing  than  this,  or 
ftronger  Proof  of  a  prejudiced  Spirit,  and  of  Liberty 
abufed  ?  Few  Men  praftife  what  even  Children  know, 
that  *'  we  ought  to  do  to  every  Man  what  we  would 
''  have  all  Men  do  to  us."  Surely  the  Character 
of  a  Privy  Counfellor  is  as  much  the  Care  of  the  Law, 
as  the  Chara6ter  of  a  Tradefman.  Let  me  add  ano- 
ther Obfervation  equally  true  and  important,  that 
^'  the  fureft  Way  to  lofe  Liberty  is  to  abufe  it." 

Number  XXX.     The  SubjeSf    of  Libels    continued 
and  concluded, 

T?  UDE  Behaviour  is  allowed  by  all  to   be  inexcufa- 

ble  ;  yet  it  is  by  many  often  juftilicd,    when  they 

fee  it  ufed  towards  fuch  as  they  dillike.  Rude  Writing-, 

flill 
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•  flill  more  unpardonable,  is  excufed  and  commended, 
if  it  annoy  thofe  whom  we  wifh  to  fee  annoyed.  Thus 
what  is  univerfally  condemned  is  occafionally  approv- 
ed. We  always  find  a  Plea  for  what  we  love  or  hate, 
and  Reafon  is  prefled  into  the  Service  of  the  Paffions, 
It  is  not  always  true,  that  thofe  who  love  the  Treafon 
hate  the  Traitor,  at  leaft  whilft  he  is  committing  it. 
They  then  chiefly  begin  to  hate  him,  when  they  no 
longer  want  him.  It  is  the  fame  with  Men  of  brutal 
Manners,  whether  exercifed  with  their  Tongues  or 
their  Pens.  Thofe  who  are  pleafed  with  their  foul 
Occupation  will  not  immediately  find  their  Perfons 
odious. 

I  HAVE  feen  with  Concern  a  very  fenfible  Man 
not  only  pleafed  with  a  very  ugly,  very  unlike  Cha- 
racSter,  merely  becaufe  he  hated  the  Perfon  for  whom 
it  was  drawn,  but  heard  him  commend  the  miferable 
Man  who  drew  it,  though  he  well  knew  him  to  be 
animated  by  Malice  only,  and  that  it  wanted  all  jufl: 
Refemblance  of  the  Original. 

From  fuch  Encouragement  angry  Writers,  parti- 
cularly Party-writers,  are  great  Dealers  in  Charadters, 
efpecially  thofe  of  fuch  eminent  Men  whom  they  con- 
fider  as  their  Opponents.  This  Practice,  which  re- 
quires the  utmoft  Delicacy  and  Tendernefs,  is  gene- 
rally purfued  without  any,  but,  on  the  contrary,  with 
apparent  Want  of  all  Charity,  Decency  and  Truth. 
As  'tis  their  great  Drift  to  make  Men  odious,  their 
great  Study  is  to  make  them  hideous ;  and  when  they 
imagine  that  they  have  made  a  Man  appear  bad,  they 
think  themfelves  juftified  in  ufing  him  barbaroufly. 
They  firft  labour  to  render  him  unpopular,  then  tri- 
umph, and  forr^etimes  live  upon  his  Unpopularity. 
For  whoever  is  the  Obje6l  of  their  Slander,  is  in- 
duftrioufly  and  confidently  fet  up  as  the  Obje6l  of 
public  Hate. 

'Tis   pity  fuch  wicked   Policy   fhould  have  any 

Succefs  I  it  is  great  pity  it  ihould  have  fo  much  5  fince 

Q.  the 
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the  beft  Men  are  often  thus  hunted  clown  by  the 
Rage  and  Clamour  of  the  worft,  and  expofed  to  real 
SufFerings  by  the  Ihamelefs  Cry  and  Imputation  of 
forged  Guilt. 

A  Paper  that  once  obtains  to  be  popular,  as  ma- 
ny miferable  Papers  have  been,  grows  at  the  fame 
Time  oxacular,  and  all  the  Falftioods  in  it,  like  thofe 
littered  by  the  old  Oracles,  are  believed  v/ithout  Scru- 
ple or  Inquiry,  becaufe  they  come  from  thence ;  at 
leaft  they  are  believed  for  a  while,  till  they  have  had 
their  EfFeft,  and  the  bad  Impreffions  are  made  ;  and 
they  are  the  fooner  made  becaufe  they  are  bad.  Moll 
People,  efpecially  the  loweft,  are  pleafed  to  fee  ex- 
alted Characters  depreffed,  and  bright  Charadters  ful- 
lied.  This  Pra£lice  alone  has  ferved  to  make  many 
low  Writers  popular,  and  ingenious  bitter  Writers  jftiJl 
more  popular. 

If  dull  Scurrility  be  pleafing,  witty  Scurrility,  adorn- 
ed with  Fancy  and  Stile,  muft  be  very  pleafing.  Even 
the  beft  Men,  though  they  condemn  it,  are  curious 
to  fee  it,  and  cannot  help  being  entertained  with  it. 

This  good  Reception  of  Abufe  and  Calumny  will 
always  be  an  Encouragement  to  Men  of  bad  and  bit- 
ter Hearts  to  be  pouring  out  their  Venom  upon  Men 
of  Eminence  and  Name.  For  Abufe  upon  obfcure 
Men  cannot  have  equal  Progrefs  and  Effect,  It  is, 
therefore  the  beft  Policy  in  Revilers  to  aim  high.  But 
though  fuch  Policy  may  bring  them  Money,  and,  if 
they  are  ingenious  Men,  Praife,  it  will  be  Money 
bafely  earned,  and  but  very  partial  Praife,  fincewhilft 
the  Wit  is  extolled,  the  Application  of  it  will  be  de- 
tefted.  And  for  dull  Scurrility,  though  it  pafs  well  with 
the  Rabble,  the  Author  will  be  taken  for  one  of  them, 
at  leaft  for  a  very  difhoneft  Man,  if  he  have  a  Capa- 
city above  them,  and  yet  in  fuch  unmanly  Inftances 
condefcends  to  theirs. 

N  o  generous  Mind  will  blacken  and  wound  mere- 
ly becaufe  it  can  do  fo  with  Safety.     The  Terrors  of 

the 
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the  Law,  and  the  Refentment  of  Particulars,  may  be 
evaded  by  very  dull  Skill  and  fmall  Arts.  But,  a  candid 
Heart  defpifes  all  crooked  Dealings,  and  fcorns  to  of- 
fend Truth  and  the  Perfons  of  Men,  only  becaufe  it 
can  flielteritfelf  behind  Evafions  and  Referves.  Where- 
ever  all  the  World  applies  the  Spite  of  an  Author,  there 
he  will  be  believed  to  have  intended  it ;  and  if  he  know 
fo  much,  he  is  anfwerable  for  all  the  reft.  A  Dafh, 
or  a  foreign  Feature  thrown  into  a  Pi6lure,  will  be 
conftrued  to  proceed  from  the  Caution  or  Cunning  of 
the  Painter,  and  one  Stroke  of  Likenefs,  though  it  in- 
fer no  Blemifh,  {hall  be  found  to  correfpond  with 
every  aggravated  and  ugly  Line  in  the  whole  Piece. 
.  The  Ill-nature  of  the  Author  readily  trufts  to  the  Ill- 
nature  of  the  Reader,  to  find  out  who  it  is  he  means. 

The  fineft  Poem  may  be  burlefqued  by  a  droll 
Imitator,  the  ftraiteft  Shape  warped  by  a  fpiteful 
Pencil,  and  the  faireft  Character  blackened  by  an  ill- 
natured  Pen. 

Such  Chara£lers  therefore,  or  any  Chara6i:er, 
ought  never  to  be  attempted  but  by  the  moft  candid 
and  impartial  Pens;  fuch  as  thofe  of  Party- writers  ne- 
ver are,  nor  can  be ;  yet  none  are  fo  forvv^ard  as  they 
to  make  fuch  Attempts.  Who  would  take  the  Repre- 
fentation  of  any  A6lion,  or  the  Character  of  any  Per- 
fon  from  thofe  whofe  Bufmefs  it  is  to  mifreprefent,  to 
praife,  and  to  depreciate,  to  heighten,  to  lefien  and 
to  blacken  every  Ailion  and  every  Perfon?  They  pro- 
fefs  to  dire£l  the  public  Choice,  whom  to  hate  and 
whom  to  love.  They  extol  their  own  Friends  and 
Meafures  only,  condemn  all  the  reft,  and  do  both 
blindly.  Are  fuch  Men  to  be  credited  ?  Would  any 
Man  now  take  the  Account  of  the  Times,  and  of 
thofe  who  lived  in  tliem,  from  Le  Strange^  Dyer  or 
Abel  Roper  ?  Yet  thefe  Men  were  once  in  gre,at 
Vogue,  were  much  read,  much  credited  by  their  dif- 
ferent Parties,  and  in  a  good  Degree  guided  their 
Paffions. 

0^2  Surely 
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Surely  no  Man  who  is  angry  at  another  is  fit  to 
draw  his  Character  ;  yet  Anger  is  generally  the  great 
Call,  often  the  great  Qualification,  for  fuch  an  Un- 
dertaking ;  an  Undertaking  which  requires  great  Dif- 
cernmenr,  as  well  as  a  Temper  altogether  cool  and 
unprejudiced.  Every  angry  Man  expedls  that  you 
fhould  be  as  angry  as  he,  and  would  intereft  all  Men 
in  his  private  Griefs,  which  he  therefore  covers  and 
recommends  under  public  Pretences  and  Zeal :  If  you 
do  not  adopt  his  Intereft  and  Paffions  you  are  no 
longer  a  Friend  to  your  Country,  and  muft  excufe 
him  for  reprcfenting  you  as  an  Enemy  to  it. 

Every  one  ought  to  take  Part  with  the  Unhappy 
and  Affliiled.  Is  a  worthy  Man  difappointed,  or  a 
Sufferer  upon  any  account?  It  fhould  be  Matter  of 
Concern  to  every  Man :  But,  if  the  Public  do  not 
fufFer  too,  we  cannot  fjjmpathize  with  him  upon  the 
public  Account,  though  whilft  he  is  under  the  Agi- 
tation of  his  PaiHons,  which  are  always  apt  to  darken 
and  mifiead  the  Mind,  he  may  imagine  his  Caufe  and 
that  of  the  Public  to  be  the  fame.  Does  a  bad,  a 
worthlefs,  or  an  infignificant  Man,  miffing  his  unrea- 
fonable  Aims,  complain  that  Merit  is  neglected,  and 
inveigh  againft  fuch  as  have  Favours  to  beftow,  for 
beftowing  them  better  than  upon  him  ?  I  do  not  con- 
ceive that  the  Public,  or  any  Man  in  it,  need  be  con- 
cerned otherwife  than  to  condemn  his  Affu ranee,  for 
interefting  the  Public,  or  any  who  regard  it,  in  his 
private  Importance.  Yet  by  fuch  Men  the  Public  is 
fometimes  appealed  to,  its  Aid  invoked,  and  the  firfl 
and  heft  Men  belonging  to  it  afperfed  and  infulted. 

Whoever  is  heartily  difpofed  to  fpeak  ill  of  ano- 
ther, will  eafily  find  fomething  to  fay  ;  or  if  he  cannot 

find  it,  he  may  invent  it. Both  Fa6ls  and  Qualities 

are  readily  coined  by  a  willing  Fancy,  or  blackened 
and  aggravated  by  a  malevolent  Heart.  Proceedings 
the  moft  Advantageous  to  the  People,  may,  by  a 
malicious  Reprefentation  of  them,  or  even  by  an  un- 

plcafing 
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pleafing  Name  given  them,  be  rendered  odious  to  the 
People.  Meafures  the  moft  Mifchievous  to  the  Peo- 
ple, may,  by  plaufible  and  falfe  Colouring,  be  made 
dear  and  iiiterefting  to  the  People.  The  Reforma- 
tion, with  all  its  Tendency  to  refcue  the  People  from 
Darknefs  and  Thraldom,  was  far  from  being  a  po- 
pular Undertaking.  The  infernal  Tribunal  of  the  In- 
quifition,  with  all  its  Horrors,  Barbarity  and  Flames,  is 
adored  as  well  as  feared  by  the  Populace. 

A  Dealer  in  fatirical  Charadlers  is  the  moft  unfit 
Perfon  in  the  World  to  draw  that  of  others;  for  he  is 
at  once  Witnefs,  Judge  and  Executioner,  and  utterly 
unqualified  for  the  Bufinefs  which  he  profefTes.  He 
(hews  the  World  that  he  is  provoked,  and  thus  fur- 
niihes  the  World  with  a  good  Reafon  for  not  being 
provoked  too,  though  it  be  his  great  Aim  to  provoke 
the  World  to  be  as  angry  as  he,  and  confequently  as 
unfair.  He  is  privately,  perhaps  miftakenly,  piqued, 
and,  fcattering  the  envenomed  Arrows  of  his  Wrath 
at  random,  makes  public  Vidlims  of  innocent  and 
worthy  Men. 

Who  had  a  better  or  more  adorable  Chara6ler 
than  Socrates?  Yet  the  comic  Poet  Arijiophanes  pre- 
fented  fiich  a  frightful  Picture  of  him  to  the  Athenians^ 
and  forged  fuch  a  falfe,  but  fuch  a  popular  Charge, 
of  Libertinifm  of  Opinion,  againft  that  Divine  Perfon, 
only  for  entertaining  Notions  of  the  Supreme  Being 
derogatory  to  popular  Superftition,  and  to  the  Plura- 
lity of  Gods  at  Athens^  that  they  condemned  him  to 
die.  The  pious  Advocate  for  One  God  was  put  to 
Death  as  an  Atheift.  In  the  Eyes  of  Fools  the  highcft 
Wifdom  is  Folly.  The  moft  fublime  Truths  pafs 
with  a  Bigot  for  Impiety  j  and  blind  Guides  have  al- 
ways moft  Followers. 

By  this  Fate  of  Socrates^  and  the  perfonal  Malice 

of  Arijiophanes^  which  then  had  its  Effect,  the  Cha- 

ra£ler  of  Socrates  is  not  hurt,   but  that  of  his  fpiteful 

Enemy  greatly  impaired.    What  aggravated  his  Ma- 

0,3  lice. 
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lice,  is,  that  many  of  his  Plays  were  full  of  Jefts  and 
Buffoonries  upon  the  Gods,  and  intended  to  expofe 
them  to  public  Derifion.  What  (hamelefs  Aflurance 
in  fuch  a  Man,  a  profefled  Droll  upon  Divine  Subjeds, 
and  even  upon  the  Divinities  themfelves,  to  accufe 
any  Man,  efpecially  fo  great  and  fo  good  a  Man^  for 
Speculations  about  Religion ! 

Mr.  D  R  TD  E  N  ^  gave  a  very  pertinent  Anfvi^er 
to  a  Romijh  Piieft  after  the  Revolution,  who  wanted 
him  to  employ  his  Wit  againft  the  Proteftants.  ^'  Fa- 
*^  ther,  faid  the  fhrewd  old  Poet,  my  Zeal  for  you 
*'  has  already  made  me  burn  my  Fingers :  I  have 
*'  long  experienced,  that  one  who  believes  the  Infal* 
^'  libility  of  a  Man,  worfliips  a  Wafer  as  his  God^ 
*^  and  trufts  that  you  can  create  a  Deity  out  of 
*'  Dough,  makes  a  ridiculous  Figure  in  attempting  ta 
*^  ridicule  any  religious  Opinion,  or  any  Notion  about 
^'  Religion,  however  ridiculous  it  be.'' 

What  CharacSlers  are  to  behandkd  with  Tender- 
nefs  and  Decency,  if  great  Characters  be  not,  efpe- 
cially by  private  and  obfcure  Men  ?  Virulence  and 
Calumny  are  no  Marks  of  Guilt,  except  in  him  who 
utters  them  :  and  the  heavieft  Charge  in  every  Libel 
falls  upon  the  Libeller*  All  the  Blots  he  makes  in  a 
fair  Character,  are  fo  many  real  ones  upon  his  own  ; 
nor  will  any  reafonable  Man  expeil  Truth  and  Cand- 
our out  of  a  Mouth  that  foams  with  Rage,  and  flows 
with  Spite.  Ill-will  is  a  furious  Prompter  ;  it  delights 
in  mangling  Characters,  in  pulling  down  the  Higheft, 
in  blackening  the  Faireft,  in  diftorting  the  Uprightefl:> 
and  in  mifreprefenting  AIL 

*  Mr.  Dryden  having  turned  Papift,  or  preteiic^ed  to 
do  fo,  in  King  James'' ^  Time,  to  demon  (Irate  his  Since- 
rity, and  himfelf  a  good  Courtier,  wrote  the  Hmd  and 
PantPjer,  in  Defence  of  Popery;  a  Poem  which  had  fome 
good  Lines  in  it,  but  much  weak  Reafoning ;  which  was 
foon  after  ridicul'd  in  a  Conyerfation  between  the  City 
Moufe  and  the  Country  Mou/e^ 

If 
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If  an  impartial  Hand  were  to  draw  that  of  the 
Chancellor  Clarendon^  he  would  appear  to  have  been 
an  able  Minifter,  the  cool  Condudor  of  the  Reftora- 
tion,  fuccefsfully  employed  afterwards  in  the  Service 
of  the  Crown ;  a  true  Friend  to  the  Conftitution,  a 
Patron  of  the  Church,  with  Chriftian  Temper  to- 
wards DifTenters ;  zealous  for  the  true  Intereft  of  the 
King,  and  kind  to  his  Adherents ;  equally  vigilant  for 
that  of  the  Laws,  in  Oppofition  to  Sycophants  and 
unworthy  Favourites,  who,  in  Flattery  to  the  Perfon 
of  the  King,  were  undermining  his  Authority,  by 
fetting  it  above  the  Laws,  which  were  its  fafteft  and 
only  Support. 

This  was  his  true  Character.  A  far  different,  and 
a  fhocking  one  was  given  him  by  the  hot  Party-men, 
his  Enemies.  Upon  that  great  public  Change,  as  all 
the  Caveliers  expedled  Favour  and  Places,  there  were 
twenty  Candidates  for  one  Preferment  ;  and  as  fome 
Employments  ftill  remained,  for  Reafons  of  State,  in 
the  Hands  of  the  late  Pofleflbrs,  every  difappointed. 
Cavalier  became  a  furious  Malecontent,  and  a  mortal 
Foe  to  the  Chancellor.  A  Cry  was  foon  raifed  a- 
gainft  him,  as  negleding  the  King's  Friends,  hugging 
his  Enemies,  and  tampering  with  the  Prefbyterians. 
That  Cry  increafed  and  fpread,  and  thofe  Imputations 
were  faft  followed  by  more  and  blacker.  He  was 
corrupt  in  OiBce,  an  Enemy  to  the  King,  whom  he 
had  faithfully  ferved,  andjuft  reftored,  and  a  Traitor 
to  the  State  which  he  had  fo  lately  faved.  All  who 
railed  at  him,  becaufe  they  were  out  of  Place,  perfifted 
to  rail  till  they  got  in,  and  looking  upon  him  as  their 
Enemy,  ftuck  at  no  Means  to  deftroy  him.  Were 
fuch  Men  capable  of  any  fair  Conviilion,  of  doino* 
Juftice  to  his  great  Merit,  or  even  of  feeing  any  in 
in  him  ? 

Was  the  Treafurer  Godolphin  ever  fairly  repre- 
fented  by  the  Tories,  after  he  employed  the  Whigs  ? 

Was 
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Was  his  Succeffor  ever  truly  painted  by  the  Whigs, 
when  he  appeared  at  the  Head  of  the  Tories,  or  by 
the  Tories  when  they  fanfied  him  ftill  leavened  with 
Whiggifm  ?  Were  they  not  both  the  Buts  of  infinite 
Scurrility  ?  Folly  was  found  in  their  wifeft  Counfels, 
Malignity  and  Mifchief  in  their  faireft  Intentions ;  the 
meaneft  Libellers,  who  knew  leaft  of  them,  had  the 
moft  to  fay  againft  them  ;  and  there  was  no  End  of 
Libels  in  all  Shapes,  in  Pamphlets  and  Songs,  Cha- 
radlers  and  Queries.  Such  is  the  Condition  of  human 
Life,  fuch  the  Lot  of  human  Society,  that  for  a  Pique 
or  a  Joke,  or  a  little  Gain,  public  Tranquillity  is 
rifked,  and  the  greateft  Perfons  worried  and  belyed. 

The  late  Duke  of  Marlborough  v/ill  ever  be  a 
Name  of  immortal  Renown  to  the  Englijh  Nation  ; 
the  wifeft  Counfellor,  the  greateft  Generat  of  his 
Time,  equal  to  thofe  of  any  Time ;  fuperior,  in  the 
Cabinet  and  the  Field,  not  only  to  public  Enemies, 
but  even  to  Fortune  and  Faflion ;  but  expofed  to 
popular  Hate  and  Scorn,  by  the  peftilent  Breath  of 
Libellers  and  the  Gall  of  Party ;  all  his  Merit  and 
Fame,  all  his  Vidories  and  Laurels  unable  to  fupport 
him  againft  Inveftives  and  Whifpers  ;  he  triumphing 
Abroad  over  a  Power  dreadful  for  half  a  Century  to 
all  Europe^  and  impotent  Calumny  triumphing  over 
him  at  home  ;  his  many  Viftories  and  Conquefts,  many 
of  them  unbloody,  all  of  them  complete  and  glorious, 
decried  as  idle  and  even  deftruftive,  all  by  the  fame 
Men,  who  had  before  celebrated  him  as  vi£lorious 
without  Lofs  of  Men  ;  Sine  clade  viSfor. 

These  Inftances  fufficiently  fhew,  that  the  higheft 
Services  may  be  decried,  the  beft  Men  traduced,  and 
the  greateft  Merit  rendered  unpopular,  by  Prejudice 
and  Clamour,  by  very  low  Means,  and  b).  very  mean 
Inftruments. 

In  all  great  Changes,  during  all  public  Ferments, 
;and   public  Difficulties,  War  fubfifting,  new  Taxes 

impofed;^ 
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impofed,  or  old  ones  increafed.  Trade  decreafing, 
great  Events  expedled,  great  Attention  raifed,  many 
hoping,  many  fearing,  more  difappointed  than  grati- 
fied, all  prone  to  Cenfuring,  if  public  Meafures  fall 
wrong,  as  the  beft  may,  they  will  be  believed  to  have 
been  concerted  wrong,  at  leaft  fo  repref;;nted,  and 
thus  the  wifefl  be,  made  unpopular.  Nor  is  Innocence 
and  Ability  any  Defence  againft  popular  Clamour, 
though  raifed  by  Art  and  Malice,  and  fpread  by  Cre- 
dulity and  Folly,  Even  the  beft  Counfels  are  moft 
hateful  to  fuch  as  hate  the  Authors  of  them. 

The  Sum  of  a  malicious  Character  may  be  true, 
the  Fads  true,  yet  the  Chara6ler  falfly  drawn,  by 
Aggravations  thrown  in  and  multiplied  ;  by  Fa6ls  o-- 
mitted,  or  half  ftated,  or  untruly  ftated  ;  and  the 
whole  Character,  in  itfelf  blamelefs  and  amiable, 
fhail  appear  hideous  by  thefe  Aggravations  and  Oniif- 
fions. 

Ridicule,  when  'tis  outrageous,  is  itfelf  ridi- 
culous ;  that  is,  when  it  adds  Fa6ls  and  Colours,  o- 
mits  the  beft  Features,  and  invents  bad  ones.  Some- 
times Malice  alone  draws  and  falfifies  the  whole  Cha- 
racter, yet  confidently  reprefents  it  for  true. 

Under  this  Liberty  taken  with  Charaflers,  the 
moft  Unexceptionable  can  never  ^e  fafe.  They  who 
take  it  are  to  be  confidered  as  the  Carnifices  glorit^^ 
as  the  Levellers  and  Aflaflines  of  great  Merit  and 
Fame.  It  can  belong  only  to  the  loweft  and  the 
worft  Characters  to  blacken  the  higheft  and  the  beft. 

The  accomplifhed  Adrianm  Turnebus^  a  Name 
zealoully  celebrated  by  Scaliger^  Thuanus^  and  all  the 
able  Pens  of  his  Time,  deferves  more  Applaufe  from 
his  own  fhort  and  true  Teftimony  concerning  himfelf, 
than  from  all  his  learned  Writings,  numerous  and 
excellent  aslhey  are.  "  It  has,  fays  he,  been  alv/ays 
"  a  Caution  with  me,  tenderly  and  facredly  obferved, 

"  never 


■^ " 

^'  never  to  fhew  any  Inclination  to  advance  my  ow^n 
*^  Fame,  by  blafting  that  of  any  Man  *. '' 

Number  XXXT.     The  Ahfurdity  ofjacohltifm^  the 
Impiety  of  Popery^  and  the  Enthufiafm  of  Party. 

V\^E  have  feen  the  happy  liTue  of  an  unhallow^ed 
Rebellion,  which  w^as  the  genuine  OfF-fpring 
of  Jacobitifm,  Jacobitifm  not  ow^ned,  but  carefully 
recommended  under  the  venerable  and  popular  Name 
of  Patriotifm.  A  fliamelefs  Difguife  !  Jacobitifm  a- 
bo] idles  Patriotifm.  The  latter  is  fupported  by  Truth 
and  Reafon  and  Liberty,  and  it  fupports  them.  Ja- 
cobitifm is  founded  in  Nonfenfe  :  It  fets  up  a  Name 
againft  the  Conftitution,  againft  the  eternal  Lights  of 
Nature,  the  Welfare  of  Society  and  all  the  Rights  of 
Men,  It  is  defended  jufl:  as  Popery  is  defended,  by 
Frauds  and  Impofiibilities.  There  is  not  more  Non- 
fenfe in  the  Infallibility  of  a  Friar,  than  in  the  Inde- 
feafibility  of  a  Pretender  ;  and  the  Papal  Apoftolic  Suc- 
ceflion  is  not  a  greater  Abfurdity,  than  the  Pretender's 
Hereditary  Succeffion  :  A  Pofition  which  infers  the 
Denial  of  a  Providence  ;  and  is  a  Charge  upon  the 
Deity  of  leaving  human  Affairs  to  roll  at  random  ; 
or,  which  is  as  bad 3^  to  be  conducted  by  Children  and 
Madmen,  by  Bigots,  who  are  the  mofi:  dangerous  I- 
diots  ;  or  by  Fools  prompted  by  Impoftors.  That  a 
Pope  can  never  err,  is  a  Proportion  as  rational,  as 
that  a  Tyrant  cannot  forfeit. 

The  Voice  of  Jacobitifm  is  therefore  the  fame 
with  the  Voice  of  Popery,  to  give  up  our  Senfes  :  And 
it  is  as  confiflent  to  believe  that  Almighty  God  may 
be  made  out  of  Dough,  as  that  a  good  Ruler,  a  Cha- 
ra£ler  that  implies  Wifdom  and  Largenefs  of  Heart, 

*  Hoc  femper  religiofe  cauteque  fervavi,  ne  mihi,  per 
cujufcunque  injuriam,  viderer  unquam    Famam    quaerere 
f  voluiiTe.     Adrian.  7urneb,  Adverfar. 
%  could 
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could  be  found  in  the  narrow  and  undlfcerning  Genius 
of  King  JameSy  a  blind  Bigot  to  pious  Cheats,  and 
crazy  for  Tyrannical  Rule.  And  what  better  can  be 
expeded  from  thofe  who  inherit  his  Principles  and  his 
Blood  ? 

Jacobites  do  with  Patriotlfm,  as  Papifts  do  with  . 
Religion :  They  profanely  proftitute  the  Name  to 
abolifli  the  Thing.  What  Refemblance  is  there  be- 
tween the  meek  Jefus  of  Galilea^  and  the  imperious 
Impoftor  at  Rome^  who  claims  the  triple  Crown  of 
Heaven  and  Earth  and  Hell,  as  Heir  to  one  who  had 
not  a  Place  where  to  lay  his  Head  ?  Do  the  Cardi- 
nals, thofe  pompous  and  princely  Prelates,  refemble 
the  poor  wandering  Apoftles  ?  Or  does  a  Mafs- 
Book  bear  Likenefs  to  any  of  the  Gofpels  ?  What  fingle 
Life  did  Chrift  or  his  Apoftles  take  away,  even  of  their 
Enemies  and  Perfecutors  ?  His  pretended  Vicar  has 
murdered  Millions,  chiefly  the  true  Worfliippers  of 
the  Lamb. 

How  dare  a  Jacobite  defile  the  facred  Name  of  Pa- 
triotlfm, when  he  would  leave  the  Gofpel  to  the  cruel 
Mercy  of  a  Tool  to  the  Pope,  and  all  the  Laws  of  Li- 
berty to  a  profefled  Enemy  to  Law  ?  It  was  Objec- 
tion fufficient  againft  the  late  Intruder,  that  he  claimed 
upon  the  Right  of  an  Outlaw.  This  was  his  chief 
Claim  amongft  the  Highlanders ;  and  as  any  Fraud 
can  cheat  Savages,  the  Fraud  of  Hereditary  Right  (as 
great  a  one  as  any  in  Popery)  infpired  and  armed 
them.  Yet  the  Cry  of  Patriotifm,  which  was  echoed 
as  loud,  was  a  flat  Contradidion  to  it  :  But  the  Spirit 
of  Faftion,  blinded  by  Rage,  perceived  not  the  Con- 
tradiction. If  he  meant  to  rule  by  Law,  and  there 
founded  his  Right,  he  quitted  his  Title  from  Blood. 
If  he  adhered  to  his  Defccnt  from  King  James^  v/hy 
alledge  a  Right  from  Lav/,  which  King  James  icorned 
and  overturned  ?  B^fides,  we  are  already  governed  by 
Law  s   every  Ad  of  Government  was  warranted  by 

exprefs 
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exprefs  Law  ;  and   no  Law  violated  or  ftretched  in 
any  one  Inftance. 

The  Truth  is  (if  Men  mad  with  Party  could  fee 
Truth)  certain  Chiefs  who  thirfted  for  a  Share  of 
Power,  and  could  have  none,  till  they  had  deftroyed 
thofe  who  held  it,  were  determined  to  overturn  all 
Power,  in  order  to  grafp  all.  Their  Hereditary  Bond- 
men^ proud  of  that  infamous  Tie,  zealous  in  Propor- 
tion to  their  Brutality,  brutal  in  Proportion  to  their 
Blindnefs,  followed  their  Chiefs,  led  by  the  Force  of 
Vaflalage  and  Hopes  of  Plunder.  Any  Bread  was 
better  than  none  ^  and  the  Englijh  Climate  was  better 
than  their  own.  Their  Chieftains  further  animated 
them  with  the  Cant  of  Loyalty  :  Their  Preachers  (the 
Nonjurors  and  other  Popifli  Priefts)  fired  them  with  a 
Call  from  God ;  and  the  moft  potent  Cheat  was  fetch- 
ed from  Religion. 

The  Religion  of  Thieves  and  Savages,  embraced 
upon  wicked  Principles,  and  managed  by  impious 
Guides,  increafes  their  Ardour  for  Robbery  and  other 
A£ls  of  Barbarity.  Their  Enemies,  that  is,  whomfo- 
ever  they  mean  to  rob,  are  all  Egyptians  ;  and  their 
Leaders  aflure  them  of  the  high  and  godly  Merit  of 
fpoiling  the  Egyptians.  The  Example  of  the  "Jews 
is  a  Warrant  to  the  Highlanders-^  to  ferve  the  good 
Subjefls  of  King  George  as  the  "Jews  did  the  naughty 
Subjects  of  King  Pharaoh, 

Those  who  have  no  Religion  but  what  knavifh 
Leaders  teach  them,  had  better  have  none.  He  who 
has  no  Religion  will  not  do  Mifchief  for  the  fake  of 
Religion.  He  whofe  Religion  prompts  him  to  Mif- 
chief, is  the  worfe  for  his  Religion.  The  Highlan- 
ders^ whilft  they  were  committing  Treafon  and  Rob- 
bery againft  God  and  the  King,  thought  themfelves 
ferving  both,  and  entitled  to  the  Blood  and  Property 
of  all  good  Subjects,  who  refufed  to  commit  the  fame 
damnable  Outrages.  They  were  perfuaded  by  their 
Icipoftors,  that  they  themfelves  were  all  Patriots,  and 

that 
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that  it  was  Patriotifm  to  rob  aiid  kill,  to  averfct  the 
Government,  and  to  promote  Confulion.  They  were 
fo  heated  and  enchanted,  that  whiiit  they  were  all 
gafping  ^fter  Places,  tliey  inveighed  ^loud  and  w^ith- 
out  Meafure  againft  Places  and  Placemen  ;  meaning 
the  prefent  PoffelTors..  This  Trick  and  Cry  they  hacl 
long  learned  from  the  Times,  and  from  certain  difm- 
terefted  Patriots,  who  by  fuch  Cant  really  meant  no 
Advantage  to  the  Highlanders^  hut  only  courted  Help 
an4  Support  from  the  Highlanders  and  all  Men,  npr 
fcrupled  to  acqept  it  from  the  Worft. 

.  These  wild  Partisans,  educated  on  Hills  and  in 
Cave5,  as  fterce  as  Wolve§,  as  ignorant  as  Cattle, 
were  furnifhed  w^ith  Cant^  which  they  called  Re^fon. 
They  talked  pf  Right  and  Ufurpatim^  always  took 
one  for  the  other,  and  held  Opinions  againft  Faft  and 
S^nfe.  A  miferahle  Mob,  naked  of  Inftrudion  as 
well  ^s, of  Covering,  would  he  Judges  of  all  Things, 
Reafon,  Power  and  Property,  would  overthrow  an 
Bftablifhment  made  bythe27?r^^  Ejiates^xtvtik  public- 
Wifdom,  and  reform  by  deftroying.  Wretches  bred  in 
Naftinefs  and  Ignorance,  and  all  Immorality,  were  to 
purify  the  State,  and  to  reftore  Religion. 

Such  is  the  Spirit  of  Party,  generally  as  furious  as 
blind,  as  catching  as  Enthufiafm,  and  as  incurable.  I 
fhall  therefore  here  fubjoin  fome  Obfervations  upon 
the  Enthufiafm  of  FaiStion. 

To  perfiftin  a  falfe  Opinion  is  Obftinacy  or  Stupi- 
dity. To  urge  Religion  for  the  Support  of  a  falfe  Opi- 
nion is  Enthufiafm  or  Knavery.  The  latter  generally 
governs  the  former.  The  defigning  Man  makes  a  Pro- 
perty of  the  weak  Man,  improves  that  Weaknefs  to 
ferve  himfelf,  and  directs  'well-meaning  Zeal  to  mif- 
chievous  Ends.  When  a  Man  is  once  perfuaded  that 
he  is  moved  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  ferving  the  Caufe 
of  God  by  the  Dire£tion  of  Men  that  come  from  God, 
he  wants  no  further  Incentive  to  purfue  the  moft 
daring  Courfes,  and  to  do  the  moft  defperate  Actions; 
R  all 
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all  in  Defence  of  fuch  a  divine  Caufe,  and  in  Obe- 
dience to  fuch  divine  Monitors. 

A  Person  who    concludes  himfelf  in  the  direct 
Road  to  Paradife,  and  intitled  to  the  beft  Place  in  it ; 
who  fees  God^and  Angels  applauding  him,  and  Heaven 
open  to  receive  him,  will  avoid  no  Pain  or  Peril,  Racks 
or  Gibbets,   in  his  Way  thither.     What  is  momenta- 
ry Pain,  even  the  keeneft  and  moft  various,  to  the  - 
Joys  of  everlafting  Blifs  ?  If  prefent  Intereft  and  Gra- 
tification be  fuperadded,  with  Power  and  Pre-eminence 
enjoyed   or  expecSled  ;  fuch  Happinefs   poffefTed  here, 
together  with  the  fweet  AlTurance  of  perfe£l  Happi- 
nefs and  Glory    hereafter,  muft   tranfport  him   irre-' 
fiftibly.     He  is  above  all  human  Impulfe,  even  Hu- 
manity itfelf.    His  Caufe  is  more  than  human,  and  he 
thinks  himfelf   allowed,  nay  called,  to   facrifice  to  it 
whatever   is  human,  to  crufh  Society  and  to  butcher 
Men.     He  confiders  himfelf  as  the  Ally  and    chofen 
Inftrument  of  the  Almighty,  and  then  all  his  Enemies^ 
are  God's  Enemies;  whatever  oppofes    him  oppofes 
God  ;  and  whilfl:  he  is  rioting  in  Murder,  and  wading 
in  Blood,  he  is  only  fighting  God's  Battles,  executing 
God's  Vengeance,  and  fliewing  himfelf  the  Champion 
of  the  Lord. 

The  Enthufiafm  of  Party  is  often  as  violent  as  the 
Enthufiafm  of  Superftition  ;  either  of  them  inflames 
the  Heart,  fills  it  with  Wrath  and  Antipathies,  and 
baniflies  Charity  and  Mercy.  When  both  Sorts  meet 
in  the  fame  Perfon,  as  they  often  do,  his  Madnefs  and 
Fury  is  extreme  ;  as  he  damns  you  from  a  Spirit  of 
Fanaticifm,  he  would  hang  you  from  a  Spirit  of  Fac- 
tion. Papifts  and  Jacobites  are  dreadfully  animated 
with  this  double  Spirit  of  temporal  and  eternal  Ven- 
geance :  A  Spirit  of  which  England  and  the  whole 
Chriftian  World  have  been  often  and  long  the  bleeding 
WitneiTes.  Every  Man  who  is  not  fo  mad  as  them- 
felves  and  oppofes  their  Fury,  is  the  certain  Objeft  of 

it: 
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it:  He  is  a  Traitor  and  a  Heretic,  worthy  of  a  Gib- 
bet and  everlafting  Torments. 

In  the  moft  Catholic  Countries  they  have  opened 
a  prefent  Hell ;  nor  can  the  infernal  Spirits  invent  a 
v^orfe  ;  I  mean  the  Inquifition^  vv^here  human  Sacrifices 
are  daily  offered;  w^here  human  Bodiesjafter  a  mercilefs 
Series  of  ghoftly  Terrors  and  Tortures,  are  confign- 
ed  to  perifh  alive  in  Flames  here,  and  human  Souls 
to  live  in  eternal  Flames  hereafter  :  The  moft  fincere 
Profeffors,  fuch  as  cannot  lye  to  God,  nor  to  their 
Confcience,  to  their  Bible  and  to  common  Senfe,  are 
the  moft  conftant  Fuel  there.  The  impious  Managers 
commit  a  double  Infult  upon  the  Living  God,  by 
trampling  upon  all  his  Commandments,  and  blafphem- 
oufly  claim  his  Nam.e  and  Authority,  in  openly  defy- 
ing his  Word  and  all  his  Attributes.  They  barbaroully 
•  burn  God's  innocent  Creatures  for  God's  holy  Caufe. 
Could  they  affront  the  good  God  fo  much  by  believ- 
ing that  there  was  no  God  ?  To  make  him  the  Pa- 
tron of  peftilent  Cruelty  and  Fraud,  is  in  Effedt  tQ 
deny  him,  and  worfe. 

Yet  many  of  thefe  pernicious  Deceivers  are  them- 
felves  deceived.  They  are  perfuaded  that  they  ferve 
Heaven  in  thefe  their  hellifh  Doings ;  a  Perfuafion 
which  makes  them  Tenfold  more  the  Children  of 
Darknefs  and  Iniquity.  They  at  leaft  inftill  their  z\n- 
tichriftian  Whims  into  the  Heads  and  Hearts  of  their 
dark  Followers,  who  fwallow  eagerly  and  blindly  all 
the  glaring  Forgeries  of  their  reprobate  Guides  as  the 
Di6J'ates  of  the  Deity,  however  exprefly  forbid  and 
abhorred  by  the  Deity.  Tender  Children  and  Ladies 
in  Spain^  who  flied  Tears  for  the  Execution  of  a 
Murderer,  exult  at  the  canonical  Murder  of  an  He- 
retic, or  a  "Jew^  burned  for  adhering  to  his  Confci- 
ence and  his  Bible,  the  beft  and  only  Directors  in  Re- 
ligion, and  the  only  acceptable  Way  of  worfliipping 
God.  This  reverfmg  of  Religion  is  called  Religion  : 
R  2  Chriftian 
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Chriftian  Charity  is  extin£l ;  Enthufiafts  are  gratified, 
and  Antichriftian  Impoftors  profper. 

Th  e  Caufe  of  King  yames  and  of  Popery  was  one 
and  the  fame.  He  drove  to  introduce  Popery,  and 
Popery  always  produces  an  Expulfion  of  Proteftants. 
He  overthrew  the  Laws,  and  fet  up  Tyranny.  As 
a  Papift  and  a  Tyrant,  he  purfued  the  Dcftrudion  of 
Englijhmen,  Upon  what  Principles  could  an  Englijh" 
man  defend  him,  as  many  of  them  did  ?  By  no  Prin- 
ciple of  Reafon,  but  by  fomething  much  more  pow- 
erful with  them,  a  Spirit  of  Faction  and  Enthufiafm. 
They  alledged  his  Hereditary  Right,  becaufe  he  had 
Kings  for  his  Predeceiiors.  Has  any  Man  any  Right 
to  Perjury  and  Ufurpation  ?  Have  not  all  Men  a 
Right  of  Self-prefervation,  to  defend  themfelves  from 
Deftru6Lion,  and  to  difable  the  Deftroyer  ?  A  dumb 
Man  cannot  be  Succeflbr  to  an  Orator,  nor  a  Luna- 
tic to  a  ProfefTor  of  Law  or  Divinity.  King  Jameses 
Tyranny  was  political  Lunacy,  a  worfe  Qualification 
than  natural  Dumbnefs.  There  are  hereditary  Pro- 
feffors  of  Divinity  in  Germany ;  but  I  never  heard 
that  one  of  them,  though  born  mute,  or  falling  into 
Lunacy,  had  a  Right  to  a£l  for  himfelf,  and  to  read 
Lectures  in  Theology. 

The  only  natural  Way  of  defending  that  weak, 
bewitched  Prince,  was  what  I  once  heard  offered  by 
a  Country  Gentleman,  unnaturally  a  Jacobite,  for  he 
had  a  great  Eftate.  He  concluded  all  his  Arguments 
with  the  beft,  and  confirmed  it  by  a  warm  Oath-^ 
*^  That  he  was  to  have  gone  Ambaffador  to  Spain  if 
*'  King  James  had  continued  to  reign  in  England.''* 

The  keeneft  Zdalots  for  King  James ^  fuch  as  were 
the  foremoft  in  all  Plots  to  reftore  him,  had,  at  his 
firft  Flight,  when  he  was  taken  as  a  Fugitive  at  Ro-- 
chejier^  approved  themfelves  his  moft  fanguinary  Ene- 
mies. When  it  was  debated  in  Council  at  the  Cock- 
pit, how  he  (hould  be  treated,  a  Brace  of  Bifliops, 
afterwards  high  Non-jurors,  and,  in  their  own  Con- 
ceit, 
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celt,  Confeflbrs  for  his  Caufe,  propofed  to  have  him 
ufed  as  his  Father  had  been  ufed. 

His  Caufe  was  never  the  better  nor  the  worfe  for 
their  Teftimony,  paflionate  and  felfifli,  firft  and  laft. 
In  both  Humours,  however  repugnant  to  one  another, 
the  Prelates  probably  thought  themfeives  warranted 
by  Reh'gion,  as  all  Enthufiafts  do.  For  Enthufiafm 
is  never  without  its  felfifh  Sidej  and  its  interefted 
Views  are  not  always  confined  to  Heaven  alone, 
though  their  Hopes  there  ftill  terminate  in  dear  Self. 

The  Indian  Bramans,  the  greateft  Martyrs  to  vo- 
luntary Mortification  upon  Earth,  entertain  moft  fel- 
iilh  and  ambitious  Hopes  in  all  that  they  painfully  fuf- 
fer.  In  all  their  Flights  and  Excefles  of  Penance,, 
hanging  by  the  Hair  of  the  Head  upon  the  Branches 
of  Trees ;  or  upon  fliarp  Iron  Hooks  faftened  in  their 
Flefh,  till  the  Hold  be  torn,  and  their  Bodies  drop  ; 
always  naked  ;  often  ftarving  ;  never  fitting  down  ; 
for  Years  together  conftantly  expofed  to  all  the  Ele- 
ments ;  fcorched  by  a  burning  Sun ;  devoured  by  In- 
fers ;  at  the  Mercy  of  Beafts  of  Prey ;  their  Limbs 
painfully  diftorted  into  unnatural  Poftures,  and  never 
fufFered  to  return  to  their  former  Pofition  ;  they  all 
the  while  fofter  the  weening  Confolation  of  revifiting 
the  World  after  Death,  under  the  fublime  CharacSlers 
oi  great  Lords  and  Princes^  higher  or  lower,  accord- 
ing to'  the  Degree  of  their  former  Penance. 

There  are  Perfons  now  alive,  who  remember  fe- 
veral  EngUJh  Bramans,  living  under  ftriil  and  lafting 
Penance  for  King  fames  \  fome  who  had  laid  them- 
feives under  a  Curfe,  never  to  change  their  Clothes  ; 
others  never  to  fhave  their  Beaids  or  Heads,  till  He 
regained  his  Croyvn.  So  that  you  might  have  feen 
Men 'covered  with  Hair  ;  others  with  no  Covering  at 
all ;  all  comforting  themfeives  with  a  glorious  and 
fpeedy  Deliverance  from  their  prefent  Roughnefs  and 
Nakednefs.  For,  I  do  not  remember  any  Jacobite^ 
though  ever  fo  well  reconciled  to  Razors  and  Taylors, 
R  3  Init 


2  34  Jbfurdity  of  Jacohitifm^  &c. 

but  he  was  within  three  Months  at  furtheft  of  the 
Pretender  and  Preferment.  The  Experience  and  Dif- 
appointments  of  half  a  Century  have  not  been  able  to 
cure  them  of  their  Hopes.  Enthufiafm  is  a  Frenfy  : 
Time,  Fafts  and  Reafon  are  no  Remedies  againft  it. 
Whilft  the  Enthufiaft  lives  he  believes,  and  fometimes 
adores  his  Idol  as  alive,  long  after  'tis  dead.  The 
Duke  of  Monmouth  was  confidently  believed  by  many 
to  be  alive  Forty  Years  after  he  had  loft  his  Head  ; 
and  probably  fome  believe  fo  ftill. 

Distress  naturally  leads  to  Enthufiafm  :  Oppref- 
fion  and  Perfecution  are  its  common  Parents,  It  is 
roufed  by  favourite  Hopes  difappointed,  or  eagerly  en- 
tertained ;  by  lafting  Refentment,  or  by  any  other  fet- 
tled Paffion.  The  enthufiaftic  Spirit,  an  Hundred 
Years  ago,  which  fpread  fo  faft,  affumed  fo  many 
Shapes,  and  did  fuch  Wonders  in  all  Shapes,  was  firft 
raifed  by  the  Tyranny  of  the  Court,  and  the  Cruelty 
of  the  hot  Clergy.  ""Twas  to  a  Laud  that  the  Na- 
tion owed  an  Olwer.  The  Puritans,  mercilefly  ufed,. 
applied  ardently  to  God  to  deliver  them  from  an  op- 
preflive  Government  and  a  domineering  vindictive 
Priefthood.  As  they  thought  their  Caufe  juft  and  pi- 
ous, their  Sufferings  barbarous  and  irreligious,  they 
came  to  have  Hopes,  then  Confidence,  at  laft  firm 
Affurance,  that  the  God  of  Mercy  would  fuccour 
;godly  Sufferers.  No  wonder  that  they  were  glad  to 
help  him  to  the  Means,  and  to  become  his  ready  In- 
ftruments  to  help  themfelves. 

Thenceforward  all  their  Doings  were  the 
Lord's  Doings  ;  they  themfelves  were  his  only  People 
and  Favourites  ;  To  oppofe  them  was  to  oppofe  God, 
though  their  Ways  were  far  from  refembling  his 
Ways.  They  particularly  perfecuted  others  as  bit- 
terly, as  if  they  themfelves  had  never  fuffered  the  Bit- 
ternefs  of  Perfecution,  which  is  every-where  the  Bane 
of  Religion,  and  the  Refuge  of  Impoftors,  at  beft  of 
Enthufiafts. 

Such 
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Such  were  the  Roundheads,  who,  however,  as 
they  prefer ved  a  good  Outfide,  Sobriety  and  fair  Ap- 
pearances, gained  popular  Credit  and  Sway,  partly 
from  the  oppofite  Deportment  of  the  Clergy,  who 
had  long  behaved  with  great  Haughtinefs  and  little 
Exaftnefs.  Perhaps  it  is  well  that  they  had  not  be- 
haved better.  Had  they  added  Striftnefs  of  Life  and 
laborious  Preaching  to  their  deteftable  and  enflaving 
Dod:rines,  England  might  have  been  under  Slavery 
ftill,  as  it  was  for  many  Years  to  the  bigotted  Prince 
whom  they  mocked  with  the  Name  of  Martyr ; 
which  Name  was  a  Confeffion,  that  he  periflied  by 
trufting  to  their  wicked  Doiilrine  and  fupporting  their 
ridiculous  Chimeras. 

The  fufFering  Cavaliers,  of  courfe,  turned  Enthu- 
fiafts   too,  but  Enthufiafts  of  another   Sort.     They 
were  enraged   to  fee  their  Adverfaries  profpering  and 
vi6lorious.     They  therefore,  in  the  Heat  of  their  Re- 
fentment  and  their  Cups,  ufed  to  treat  the  Almighty 
very  opprobrioufly,  and  even  with   Execrations,  for 
deferting  the  Church  and  Monarchy,  in  favour  of  Fa- 
natics and   Republicans.     They   little    apprehended^ 
that  they  themfelves  were  then  behaving  like  Fanatics 
poflefled.     Fanaticifm  is  never  on  one  Side.     The 
beft  Apology  that  can  be  made  for  Laud^  and  for  his 
Brethren  in  Bigotry  and  Spirit,  is,  that  they  were  as 
great  Fanatics  as  ever  perfecutcd  ;  for  all  Perfecutioh 
is  Fanaticifm  or  Impofture  :  At  beft  it  is  terrible  Ex- 
travagance !  Confciences  are  no   more  to  be  fhaped 
than    Air   and   Weather.     When  Charles  the  Firft 
pleaded  his  Confcience  (as  he  did  in  the  Affair  of  Epi- 
fcopacy)  he  forgot  hov/  little    he  had  regarded  that 
Plea  from  Thoufands,  in  Points  of  at  leaft  equal  Ten- 
dernefs.     But  few  Men  are  fo  religious  or  reafonable 
as  to   allow  what  all  Men  plead,  with  Reafon  and 
Chriftianity  on  their  Side. 

After  the    Reftoration   the  fame  mad  mercilefs 
Spirit  feized  the  hot  Clergy  again,  though  they  had 

been 
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been  undone  by  it  before.  In  treating  the  DifTenterS 
as  Fanatics  they  fhewed  themfelves  raging  Fanatics, 
and  were  the  blind  Inftruments  of  Popery  to  deftroy 
both  Church  and  DiiTenters.  Their  Zeal  and  Decla- 
mations for  Paffive  Obedience  to  a  Prince  inwardly  a 
Papift,  outwardly  a  Profligate,  and  paflionate  for  Ty- 
ranny, were  Flights  of  Madnefs  and  Enthufiafm,  if 
they  were  in  earneft  :  If  they  were  not,  they  merit 
a  worfe  Chara£ler.  All  the  fliocking  Violences  of  his 
Reign  were  not  only  defended,  but  hallowed.  So 
were  thofe  of  his  Brother,  till  the  poor  undifcerning 
Sovereign,  trufting  to  this  very  Doftrine,  like  a  flam- 
ing Enthufiaft  for  Popery  and  Tyranny,  touched  the 
Jltar.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  they  who  had  feen, 
with  Unconcern,  nay,  with  Approbation,  Law  and 
Liberty  deftroy ed.  Life  and  Property  feized,  by 
mere  Will,  became  Enthufiafts  to  Intereft,  and  gave 
up  the  Monarch,  or  rather  preached  him  down. 

How  the  fame  Set  of  Enthufiafts  (for  I  fpeak  only 
of  the  violent,  the  perfecuting  and  the  lawlefs)  behav- 
ed in  the  next  Reign,  with  what  dreadful  Contempt 
of  their  Oaths  and  Deliverer,  I  forbear  to  explain  here, 
as  I  fhall  hereafter  explain  it.  The  beft  that  can  be 
faid  for  them,  is,  that  they  v/ho  had  been  fierce  En- 
thufiafts for  Popifti  and  Arbitrary  Princes,  became 
Enthufiafts,  more  fierce,  if  poffible,  againft  a  zeal- 
ous Proteftant  Prince,  fcrupuloufly  defending  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion  and  the  Laws,  and  the  Reftorer  of 
both. 

In  the  late  Reign  the  fame  devilifh  lawlefs  Spirit  of 
Enthufiafm  m.ade  terrible  Efforts,  and  had  nigh  pro- 
duced as  terrible  Events,  aboliihed  the  Proteftant  Suc- 
ceflion,  and  reftored  Tyranny  and  Popery. 

What  has  revived  the  fame  Attempt  at  this  Day, 
but  the  Dream,  the  Enthufiafm  of  Hereditary  Right  ? 
Who  have  revived  it  but  Enthufiafts,  zealous  to  fup- 
port  it,  at  the  Expence  of  Religion  and  Liberty,  and 
the  utter  Overthrow  of  the  Nation  ?  They  were  En- 
thufiafts 


^hufiafts  intoxicated  with  their  own  Merit,  tranfport- 
ed  with  Ambition,  urged  by  Neceffity  ;  implacable 
Exiles  ;  forfeited  Traitors  eager  to  be  reftored  \  fine 
Titles  and  Preferments,  all  extremely  wanted  \  Laws 
of  their  own  making ;  a  King  of  their  own  crown- 
ing ;  Plenty  in  room  of  Penury  ;  Liberty  and  Eafe 
inllead  of  Flight,  Gaols  and  Executions  ;  Diftrefs 
changed  into  Profperity  ;  Mifery  into  Happinefs  ; 
Gloominefs  into  Gaiety ;  Honours  cancelling  Difgrace; 
all  good  Things  wanted^  into  all  good  Things  pof-^ 
feffed  ! 

What  an  inchanting  Profpeft  !  Well  may  it 
have  roufed  the  needy  Clans  ;  opened  their  cold  Huts  ; 
prompted  ragged  Heroes  to  arm  and  eat,  to  efpoufe 
fanatic,  but  lucrative  Loyalty ;  to  draw  the  Broad 
Sword,  to  brace  the  Target,  to  promife  themfelves  a 
Southern  Canaan^  and  to  deftroy  all  who  oppofed 
fuch  a  glorious  Adventure.  What  could  be  more 
tempting,  than  to  gain  a  comfortable  Covering  and 
fome  Cows,  or  Money  to  buy  them,  by  reftoring 
Loyalty,  and  making  their  Fortune  in  the  Caufe  of 
God  ;  a  Caufe  efpoufed  by  the  Pope,  fupported  by 
France  and  Spain^  and  thus  recommended  to  a  Free 
Proteftant  Nation  ? 

I  SHALL  illuftrate  the  Whole  of  this  Head  with 
the  Example  of  a  Highland  Gentleman,  bred  to 
Arms,  and  in  Hereditary  Principles,  At  the  Head  of 
a  Party  of  his  Clan,  all  armed,  he  invaded  feveral 
Farms  at  fome  Diftance,  plundered  them  of  all,  and 
particularly  drove  off  all  the  Cattle.  He  was  taken, 
tried  and  executed,  in  fpight  of  all  that  he  could  urge 
in  his  Juftification  :  For,  at  his  Trial,  this  pleafant 
Gentleman  Robber,  not  only  pleaded  Not  Guilty^  bat 
perfevered  in  this  his  Plea  to  the  laft,  even  at  the  Gal- 
lows :  He  was  hanged  in  obftinate  Innocence,  and  in  , 
his  own  Opinion  died  a  Martyr.  He  faid  that  he  had 
madey^/r  fVur^  openly  in  Arms,  with  a  Piper  before 
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him.  Perhaps  too  he  had  the  Chevalier's  Commiffipn 
in  his  Pocket,  as  other  fuch  innocent  Robbers  have 
had  fuice. 

Number  XXXII.  The  Letter  of  Monfteur  D'Ar- 
genfon  to  Mynheer  Van  Hoey,  and  that  of  the 
Mynheer  to  the  Duke  <?/*  Newcaftle,  paraphrafed, 

'T^HERE  can  never  be  too  much  Juftice  done  by 
EngUJJomen^  to  the  Perfon  and  late  Performance 
of  that  v^onderful  Statefman  and  Patriot  to  his  Coun* 
try.  Mynheer  Van  Hoey.  Sure  I  am,  that  the  follow- 
ing Paraphrafe  will  appear  a  juft  Reprefentation  of  the 
French  Minifter's  Letter  to  him  \  fuch  a  Letter  as  no 
Minifter  but  a  French  Minifter  could  have  written ; 
nor  even  a  French  Minifter  have  ventured  to  have 
written  to  any  foreign  Minifter,  but  Mynheer  Van 
Hoey,  The  French  Letter  is  indeed  truly  French^  a 
complete  Specimen  of  French  Infolence  and  French 
Pedantry,  and  hath  not  its  Fellow  in  Hiftory,  nor 
even  amongft  the  Eptjlola  Ohfcurorum  Virorum, 

Monfteur  D'Argenfon'^'  Letter  to  Mynheer^  or  rather 
Monfteur^  Van  Hoey,  in  genuine  Englifh. 

Monsieur, 
'yHE  King  has  commanded  me  to  write  to  you,  as 
the  only  proper  Neutral  Minifter,  either  capable 
or  willing  to  oblige  his  Majefty  upon  fo  nice  and  un- 
heard of  a  Trial.  Indeed  his  Majefty  does  not  con- 
fider  your  Excellency  as  a  Neutral  AmbaflTador,  but 
rather  as  a  Natural  Advocate  for  him  and  his  In- 
tereft. 

Every  body  knows,  Monfteur^  at  leaft  you  do, 
that  the  young  Pretender  is  the  King's  Coufin,  tho' 
the  Englifh  Nation  allow  his  Father  to  be  Nobody's 
Coufin,  as  his  real  Parents  were  unknown,  and  his 
pretended  Parents  were  Out- laws    Now  as  the  Eng-- 
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l:f'  Troops  have  gained  y^w^  Advantage  over  him,  by 
deftroying  many  Thoufands  of  his  invmcible  Follow^ers, 
and  routing  them  all,  at  the  defperate  Expence  of 
near  Fifty  killed  on  the  other  Side,  this  young 
Prince,  who  had  the  true  Courage  to  defpife  Danger  fo^ 
much  as  never  to  appear  in  it,  is  by  it  intitled  to  the 
Favour  of  all  Powers  who  can  efteem  him  for  it,  ef* 
pecially  to  the  Favour  of  the  King  of  England^  whom 
he  only  ftrove  to  dethrone.  Moreover,  the  brave 
Englijh  Nation  cannot  but  fhew  high  Affeftion  to 
that  wandering  Prince  their  Countryman,  whom  they 
do  not  own,  one  fo  perfonally  mild  as  to  fight  with 
no  Man  that  would  fight  with  Him\  one  who  ad-r 
vanced  fo  daringly  whilft  there  was  no  Oppofition^ 
and  fo  tenderly  fhunned  the  Sight  of  Blood. 

These,  Monfieur^  are  unanfwerable  Reafons  for 
Mercy,  and  even  for  Generofity  towards  this  harm- 
lefs  brave  young  Prince,  efpecially  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain^  who  had  nothing  to  fear  from  him  but 
the  Lofs  of  his  Life  and  Crown,  with  the  Liberties, 
Wealth  and  Blood  of  his  Subjefts.  The  fame  power- 
ful Arguments  muft  have  equal  Force  in  procuring 
Pardon  to  the  Adherents  of  the  faid  young  Prince,  as 
they  did  no  more  than  rebel,  and  only  endeavoured  to 
overthrow  a  naughty  Conftitution,  and  to  fpoil  and 
fubdue  Englijh  Republicans,  for  the  Service  of  France 
their  good  Friend  and  Ally. 

It  was  therefore  but  natural  in  them,  and  their 
Duty,  to  follow  the  faid  young  Prince's  Standard,  fet 
up  by  France,  That  young  Prince  has  to  urge  in  his 
own  Behalf,  that  when  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  at- 
tacked and  overturned  that  Standard,  the  above  brave 
Prince  never  once  appeared  to  fupport  it,  but  be- 
having like  his  genuine  Anceftors,  and  yielding  to  his 
and  their  great  Complaifance  and  Humanity,  haftened 
with  Horror  from  the  Uproar  of  Slaughter  and  a 
bloody  Field.  What  though  his  Followers  broke  the 
Laws  and  defied  their  Sovereign  and  the  Living  God  ? 
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It  was  all  done  in  a  Time  of  Confufion,  which  they 
themfelves  had  raifed :  It  is  therefore  reafonably  hoped, 
that  thefe  poor  Rebels,  the  more  to  be  pitied  for  being 
irapkcable,  will  be  fubjecfted  to  no  Profecution  or 
Rigour. 

Th  e  King  defires  you,  Monfieur^  to  represent  tQ 
the  Englijh  Miniftry  the  great  Inconveniency  it  will  be 
to  the  French  King,  if  his  Coufm  be  ipiprifoned  and 
the  Rebels  hanged;  as  neither  He  nor  They  have  done 
more  than  was  for  the  Advantage  and  Glory  'of  that 
King.  If  they  have  fprfeited  their  Lives  by  the  Laws 
of  England^  yet  his  Majefty  hopes  to  find  nothing 
worfe  than  Pardon  and  Benignity  towards  them  from 
the  King  oi  Great  Britmn^  whom  they  ftrove,  by  the 
Aid  of  the  French  King,  to  facrifice  to  France  and 
Popery.  It  will  be  highly  generous  in  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  to  extend  the  utmoft  Lenity  to  fuch  who  at^ 
tempted  to  dethrone  him,  in  Juftice  to  a  Family 
which  does  npt  exift  in  the  Englijh  Annals,  but  a  Fa- 
mily efpoufed  by  the  French  and  the  Highlanders. 

But  if,  contrary  to  the  Expeftation  and  Intereft 
of  France^  the  faid  young  Prince  be  laid  in  Durance, 
or  his  worthy  Adherents  be  hanged,  it  is  eafy  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  French  King  will  be  angry ;  that  he 
will  do,  what  he  has  already  done,  and  is  doing  daily, 
even  all  the  Harm  he  can  to  the  King  of  England ; 
that  if  the  King  of  England  pretend  to  hinder  hirnt 
from  doing  more,  and  will  not  fo  much  as  pardon  his 
implacable  Enemies,  the  good  Emiffaries  of  France^ 
ftill  zealoufly  bent  to  fet  France  againft  the  King  of 
England \  then  will  the  French  Forces,  during  the 
War,  certainly  kill  all  the  Englijh^  who  will  let  them. 
It  is  too  certain,  Monfieur^  that  if  the  Englijh  King 
do  not  fpare  the  Englijh  and  Scotch  Rebels,  raifed, 
animated,  and  fed  by  France^  it  will  difcourage  all 
Rebels  in  every  Country  in  Europe^  either  to  ferve 
or  to  truft  France^  whenever  ftie  has  Occafion  to  raife 
Rebellion  ^  and  will  therefore  be  a  bad  Example  fet  to 
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all  Europe  againft  France.  The  King  of  England 
cannot  but  know,  what  a  fincere  Love  the  King  of 
France  has  for  the  Stuarts  5  a  Family  who  fo  long 
faithfully  facrificed  England  to  France. 

No  Man,  Monfieur^  is  fitter,  no  Frenchman  is  fitter^ 
than  yourfelf,  to  aft  this  extraordinary  Part,  for  the 
Honour  of  France.  Your  long  Partiality  to  France  \ 
your  known  Zeal  for  any  Peace  which  may  be  rrioft 
for  the  Honour  of  Frances  and  your  wonderful  Ta- 
lents, fo  long  the  Admiration  of  all  Europe^  as  well 
as  of  your  own  Country,  will  roufe  your  uncommon 
Spirit  and  Eloquence  upon  this  important  French 
Projea. 

Your  Excellency,  Monjieur^  muft  be  quick  in 
your  Application,  elfe  Dungeons,  Axes  and  Halters, 
will  be  the  immediate  Portion  of  the  beft  Friends  that 
France  has  in  England.  Pray  let  me  have  your  An- 
fwer  from  the  Englijh  Miniftry,  that  when  that  awful 
and  profound  Genius,  the  Monarch  my  Mafter,  fees  it, 
he  may  fet  his  fublime  Wit  to  work,  how  to  wreak 
more  Vengeance  upon  England  *. 

In  the  mean  time,  Monfieur^  he  gracioufly  con- 
defcends  to  wifli,  that  the  King  of  England  may 
humbly  fubmit  to  grant  him  whatever  he  defires,  and 
give  him  particularly  this  Mark  of  Subrniffion  and 
Awe* 

*  This  bodes  fomething  very  terrible.  I  hope  he  will 
not  fend  that  lively  and  ingenious  Youth,  th^  Daupblni  to 
meet  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  in  the  Field, 
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A  Second  Letter  from  that  uncommon  Genius^  Monfteur 
D'Argenfon,  to  that  no  lefs  uncommon  Minijler^ 
Monfteur  Van  Hoey,  direSiing  him  how  to  inJiruSf 
and  terrify  the  Englifli  Mini^ryy  upon  an  Affair  of 
great  Moment  to  France. 

VrOU  cannot  but  know,  Monfteur ^  what  great  and 
*  daily  Advantages  accrue  to  France  from  the  con- 
tinual Importation  of  Englijh  Money  for  French  Com- 
modities, Wines,  Brandies,  Silks,  Brocades,  Laces, 
Cambricks,  fff^.  and  what  eflential  Detriment  the 
Exportation  of  EngUJh  Coin  muft  be  to  our  Enemies 
t\\Q  Englijh.  His  Majefty,  who  is  fenfible  with  what 
true  Pleafure  your  Excellency  muft  have  obferved 
this,  commands  me  to  defire  you,  to  acquaint  the 
EngUJh  Mmiftry,  how  fmcerely  his  Majefty  interefts 
himfelf  in  this  Affair.  Every  body  knows,  that  the 
Smugglers  are  his  true  Friends,  and  how  much  his 
Honour  and  Profit  is  concerned  to  proteft  their  Per- 
fons,  and  to  ftudy  their  Profperity.  Now,  as  there 
are  certain  hard  and  unreafonable  Laws  fubfifting  in 
England  againft  thefe  his  good  Friends  and  Confede- 
rates, who  only  feek  their  own  Advantages  in  a  Trade 
which  they  bravely  rifk  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  to 
carry  on ;  and  as  they  are,  for  fuch  their  brave  and 
defperate  Behaviour,  intitled  to  the  Favour  of  all 
brave  Men,  the  King  my  Mafter  reafonably  hopes, 
that  all  the  faid  hard  Laws  againft  them  will  be  fuf- 
pended  ;  that  a  Practice,  which  is  only  pernicious  to 
the  Trade  and  Intereft  of  England^  may  not  be  abo- 
liftied,  or  even  rendered  ufelefs,  nor  the  refolute 
Followers  of  it  be  fubjeded  to  the  Rigor  of  Profe- 
cution. 

These,  Sir,  are  cogent  Reafons  to  abolifh  the 
Laws  againft  Smugglers  ;  to  foften  the  King  and  Par- 
liament of  England  in  their  Favour,  and  to  procure 
them  all  Tendernefs  from  the  brave  Englijh  Nation, 
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which  they  have  the  Courage  to  defy  and  to  rob.  They 
do  but  follow  the  Impulfes  of  their  Wants  and  In- 
duftry,  and  feek  the  Glory  of  being  rich  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  their  Country.  Whilft  they  are  under  fuch 
potent  Temptations  to  break  the  Laws  and  the  Peace, 
and  to  terrify  and  command  the  Coafts,  they  are  fure- 
ly  entitled  to  the  juft  Admiration  of  all  Frenchmen^  and 
to  the  Commiferation  and  Generofity  of  all  Englijh-' 
men.  It  will  be  a  particular  Mark  of  Generofity  in 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  to  fhew  Lenity  to  fuch  cou- 
rageous Offenders,  who  rob  his  Revenue,  kill  his  Of- 
ficers, and  fpurn  his  Authority  under  foot. 

But  if,  contrary  to  all  Expectation,  Smugglers  be 
puniftied,  and  Smuggling  fuppreffed,  then  will  the 
King  of  France  be  angry  and  difappointed,  and  frown, 
and  threaten  to  hurt  England  more  than  he  can  :  And 
it  is  a  melancholy  Truth,  Sir,  that  if  Severity  be 
ufed  againft  Englijh  Smugglers,  it  will  difcourage 
Smugglers  all  over  Europe  from  affifting  and  inrich- 
ing  France^  by  hurting  and  exhaufting  their  own 
Country. 

The  King  of  England  cannot  but  know  the  fin- 
cere  Friendftiip  the  French  King  bears  to  the  Smug- 
glers, and  to  all  other  Englijh  Criminals  and  Traitors, 
who  have  ferved  him  fo  ufefuUy  againft  their  Native 
Country. 

You  are.  Sir,  the  fitteft  Man,  and  the  only  like- 
ly Minifter  living  to  exert  your  ftngular  Parts  and 
Induftry,  and  to  difplay  your  mat  chiefs  Eloquence 
and  Piety,  upon  this  great  Point,  fo  interefting  to 
France*  Your  Excellence  will  pleafe  to  be  quick ; 
elfe  Smuggling  may  be  checked,  and  Smugglers  im- 
prifoned.  His  Majefty,  ever  fond  of  Glory  and  uni- 
verfal  Submiffion,  pants  to  fee  your  Anfwer  from  the 
Englijh  Miniftry,  that  he  may  be  prepared  to  fupport 
his  Power  by  protecting  Smugglers  and  Outlaws,  a^ 
well  as  in  exciting  and  employing  them  for  the  Honour 
S  z  of 
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of  his  Court  and  Reign,  all  over  the  World,  Yet 
he  truly  wifhes,  that  the  Crown  of  England  may  be 
fo  courteous  and  wife,  as,  for  the  Honour  gf  France^ 
to  fpare  Smugglers. 

I  HAVE  the  Honour  to  be,  with  profound  Regard, 
Monfteur^   i^c. 

N.  B,  It  is  whifpered  at  Paris  pretty  confidently, 
and  univerfally  believed  there,  that  Monfieur  D'yfr- 
genfon^  thinking  nothing  too  arduous  for  his  Abilities, 
efpecially  when  affifted  by  Mynheer  Van  Hoey^  intends, 
when  he  has  gained,  or  rather  commanded,  his  Point 
for  the  Rebels  and  Smugglers,  to  require  a  Cefiation 
of  the  Penal  Laws  in  England  againfl:  Papifts,  and 
then  an  inftaat  Reftoration  of  Popery* 

T[he  incomparable  Letter  of  that  inimitable  State/man^ 
Mynheer  Van  Hoey,  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
New^aftle, 

My  Lord, 
T  HA  VE  the  Honour  to  tranfmit  to  your  Excellency, 
*  a  Letter  from  Monfieur  D'Argenfon  to  me ;  a  Let-* 
ter  containing  fuch  a  Strain  of  Politics  as  none  but  a 
refined  French  Politician  could  have  fent  to  me ;  and 
lam  fond  of  the  Writer,  and  pleafed  with  the  Drift 
of  it.  It  is  to  apply  to  the  Proteftant  King  of  Great 
Britain^  the  good  Ally  of  the  States  General,  my 
Mafters,  in  behalf  of  the  Popilh  Pretender  to  his 
Throne,  ancj  of  the  Pretender's  Adherents,  the  Re- 
bels 'y  fince  they  have  been  defeated  by  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland^  in  their  Attempts  to  dethrone  the  King 
his  Father,  to  extinguifli  the  Line  .of  Hanover^  and 
to  infiave  the  Englijh^  all  by  the  deep  Counfels  and 
.Succours  of  France. 

The  French  Minifters,  who  have  long  known  me 
to  be  their  Friend,  and  treated  me  differently  from 
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all  Foreign  Minifters  whatfoever,  as  indeed  they  have 
found  my  Behaviour  different  from  that  of  all  other 
Minifters  ;  have  done  me  the  Credit  to  truft  me  v^ith 
what  no  other  Minifter  would  undertake,  or  be  alked 
to  undertake. 

They  know  how  long  and  zealoufly  I  have  con- 
tended, that  all  Nations  fhould  implicitly  fubmit  to 
make  Peace  with  France^  becaufe  otherwife  France 
wowld  never  have  done  making  arbitrary  War  upon 
all  Nations.  They  therefore  judge  me  fit  to  forward 
the  Commands  of  France  to  the  King  of  England^ 
for  (hewing  Favour  to  the  young  Pretender,  becaufe 
he  had  the  Courage,  by  the  Perfuafion  and  AfEftance 
of  France^  to  attempt  to  dethrone  the  King  of  Eng^ 
land  i  the  Courage  to  fubmit  to  go  upon  that  French 
Exploit,  to  venture  his  Perfon  in  a  ftngle  Ship,  to  feize 
the  Royal  Revenue,  where-ever  he  found  it  unguard- 
ed ;  nay,  the  Courage  to  behold  the  utter  Defeat  of 
his  Forces,  the  brave  Highlanders^  without  once 
heading  or  rallying  them,  and  to  fcorn  Danger  fo 
much  as  never  to  appear  in  it.  For  the  fame  Reafons, 
equal  Favour  is  by  France  expefled  to  the  Rebels, 
who  did  nothing  but  by  the  Afliftance  and  Dictates  of 
France. 

These,  my  Lord,  are  Jlrong  French  Argum.ents 
why  the  King  of  England  fhould  favour  brave  Re- 
bels, prompted  by  France  to  deflroy  him.  I  wifli  I 
had  Eloquence  to  convince  all  Mankind,  that  the 
beft  Defence  againft  all  public  Crimes,  is  to  pardon 
all  public  Criminals ;  and  that  the  fureft  way  to  fe- 
cure  Princes  againft  Rebellion,  is  to  fpare  and  en- 
courage Rebels. 

Indeed  different  Meafures  and  Maxims  prevail  in 
France^  where  Gallies,  Banifhment,  Dungeons, 
Racks  and  Wheels,  fupport  the  Throne,  and  awe  the 
Seditious,  and  are  duly  exercifed  even  againft  Opinions 
and  Writings.     But  it  is  the  Policy   and   Study  of 
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France^  that  the  fame  Prerogative  and  Meafures  fliould 
not  prevail  in  England,  Monfieur  D'Argenfon  well 
knows  how  much  it  imports  the  Intereft  and  Safety  of 
France^  that  your  Court  jQiould  be  kept  in  due  Awe 
by  his  Court,  and  return  upon  it  none  of  its  own 
Meafures, 

It  is  for  this  Reafon,  my  Lord,  that  Monfieur 
D^Argenfon  expe£ls  from  your  Excellency  a  placid 
Compliance  with  this  his  Demand,  and  with  my  Re- 
queft  feconding  the  fame.  Here,  my  Lord,  exert 
your  Talents,  and  exhauft  your  Perfuafion  ;  and  then 
He  and  I  will  thank  you.  You  will  then  be  happy 
in  having  fuccefsfully  obliged  the  French  Court  \  and 
it  is  what  is  expefted  from  the  Englijh  Miniftry. 

It  is  wretched  Policy  to  (bed  the  Blood  of  thofe 
who  would  fhed  ours.  It  will  be  to  the  Glory  of  the 
King  of  England^s  Clemency,  to  wink  at  Treafon, 
and  to  encourage  Traitors,  brave  unhappy  Men, 
fuch  as  the  French  Council  will  unwillingly  fee  exe- 
cuted, for  their  Attachment  to  Franc e^  and  for  their 
laudable  Efforts  to  ferve  France.  Confider,  my  Lord, 
that  Courage  is  called  Virtue,  and  therefore  they 
were  virtuous  in  rebelling.  Can  the  heroic  King  of 
England^  can  the  brave  Englijh  Nation,  blame  fuch 
Virtue  ? 

Pray,  my  Lord,  behold  the  young  Pretender  and 
his  Adherents  in  this  Light.  The  young  Man  would 
have  conquered  England  for  the  Good  of  England^ 
dethroned  the  King  out  of  Humanity,  and  enflaved 
the  Englijh  for  their  Glory.  Such  was  his  harmlefs 
Heroifm,  fuch  his  Clemency  ;  if  the  King  of  Eng- 
land will  duly  return  his  Clemency,  it  will  be  accept- 
able to  France. 

I  OWN  I  am  rafh  in  thus  acquainting  your  Excel- 
lency with  what  your  Excellency  knew  before.  But  I 
am  performing  a  Tafk  very  interefting  to  me^  confi- 
dering  from  whence  it  comes.    Let  thefe   two  Kings 
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contend  equally  together,  the  King  of  France  in  pufh- 
ing  with  all  his  Might  to  give  England  another  King  ; 
and  the  King  of  England  in  fubmitting  to  France. 
May  the  Former  carry  all  his  Views,  fo  falutary  to 
all  Europe  !  And  may  the  Latter  be  fenfible  of  this, 
and  acquiefce  in  it !  May  they  both  thus  earn  ever- 
lafting  Praife,  the  one  in  awing  all  Chriftendom,  and 
the  other  for  peimitting  and  encouraging  him  ! 

/  have  the  Honour  to  be^  &c. 

The  furprifing  late  Correfpondence  between  the 
French  Miniftry  and  the  Dutch  Minifter  Van  Hoey^ 
is  nothing  wonderful.  They  know  Him,  though  he 
does  not  feem  to  know  Them ;  and  his  boafted 
Credit  with  Them,  is,  I  dare  fay,  intirely  conformable 
to  their  Opinion  of  Him  :  Nor  has  any  Miniftry  in 
Europe  a  different  Opinion  of  him.  Sure  I  am,  that 
the  Englijh  Miniftry  have  not. 

As  to  Monfieur  D^ Argenfon^  he  has  made  himfelf 
thejuft  Wonder  of  all  Europe^  as  he  has  wifely  in- 
finuated  to  every  State  in  it,  that  there  is  but  one  So- 
vereign in  it ;  that  it  depends  upon  the  Pleafure  of 
that  one^  how  far  they  fhall  exert  their  Sovereign 
Power ;  and  upon  hh  Condefcenfion,  whether  they 
(hall  exert  any.  Methinks  I  rejoice  to  find  fuch  a  Angu- 
lar Minifter  at  the  Head  of  the  French  Councils ;  as  I 
did,  a  few  Years  ago,  to  find  that  profound  Statef- 
man,  Broglioy  at  the  Head  of  the  French  Armies  in 
Germany ;  a  Statefman  fo  long  the  diverting  Admira- 
tion of  the  Englijh^  whilft  he  had  the  Honour  of  re- 
prefenting  the  French  Politicians  here,  and  entertain- 
ing the  Englijh  Court  j  a  Fundion  in  which  he  was 
not  unequally  aflifted  by  his  Lady,  Madame  U  Am- 
bajfadricc. 

The 
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The  Talents  of  Monfieur  D* Argenfon  feem  to  be 
exa£lly  of  a  Piece  with  thofe  of  the  Bifhop  of  Beau- 
vais,  in  the  Regency  of  Anna  of  Aujlria^  the  Queen- 
Mother  of  France.  He  was  her  Almoner,  and  fo 
much  in  her  good  Graces,  that  at  firft  he  was  confi- 
dered  as  prime  Minifter,  and  even  gave  Audience  as 
fuch  :  A  Station  in  which  he  foon  fhewed  his  amazing 
Qualifications,  efpecially  to  the  Dutch  Ambaffador, 
who,  upon  fome  particular  Application  or  Memorial 
from  the  States-General  to  the  faid  Bifhop,  was  fmart- 
ly  anfwered  by  that  deep  French  Politician,  that  if 
the  Dutch  Nation  expelled  any  Afliftance  or  Counte 
nance  from  France^  they  muft  forthwith,  and,  de  bon 
Cceur^  all  turn  Roman  Catholics. 

I  THINK  the  profound  Bifhop  has  left  at  leafl  one 

genuine  SuccefTor  in  Monfieur  D^Argenfon^  who  has 

lately  given  an  equal  Specimen  of  his  equally  fignal 

Abilities, 

/ 


F    INI    S. 


m 


